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‘‘ ■Major loses ■ Worst Tory 
his majority week since 



screw k# 


after MP’s 
protest 

Anthony Bevins 

RDHttcal Ed tor 

* The Government lost its Com- 
inons majority for the first time 
IS since 1979 Iasi night when the 

I Tory backbencher Sir John 

Gorst “withdrew co-operation” 

Mi protest over the threatened 
closure of a hospital casualty 
unit in his constituency. 

S umming up the worst Tory 
week since the dying days of 
| Margaret Thatcher’s premier- 

ship, the Labour leader Tony 
1 Blair said the Government was 

* ‘^“disintegrating before our 
eyes”. He told The Independent 
that the Tories had reached a 
crunch-point, with John Major 
and his Chancellor locked in 
combat over the European 
single currency. 

“We have reached a decisive 
moment,” he said, “when you 
have the Chancellor effective- 
ly fighting the Prime- Minister, 1 
and one part of the Conserva- 
tive Party trying to pull anoth- 
er part in the other direction. . 

“They are not capable of be- 
ing lecfc'they are not capable of 
governing with any coherence, 
any leadership, in any direction. 

“John Major wants to go 
one way and is being blown in 
another. Vfatch out for him 
trying to tack to a different di- 
rection, saying he is not very 
keen on the single currency.” 

’ A whole host of Cabmet : 
ministers yesterday protested 
that would not happen, while 
x Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
■W Prime Minister, insisted there 


the fall of 
Thatcher 


■It's time for 
them to go, 
says Tony 
Blair 


was no question of Kenneth 
Clarke being sacked as 
Chancellor. 

Mr Major used a more curi- 
ous form of words, saying: “If 
the Chancellor didn’t enjoy my 
foil support, he wouldn’t be 
Chancellor. Of course he does.” 

With the latest Gallup poll in 
yesterday’ s Daily Telegraph giv- 
ing a thumbs-down to the Bud- 
get, and a thundering Labour 
lead of 37 points, the prevailing 
atmosphere of Westminster cri- 
sis and Whitehall panic was 
compounded by the Prime Min- 
isters decision to deliver a 50- 
minute live interview to BBC 


chamber” on the entry terms for 
the single currency. Beyond 
that internal Tory battle, how- 
ever, the hard political reality 
is that the Government’s abili- 
ty to get its business through the 
Commons is now at risk. 

No 10 and Mr Heseltine last 
night disputed reports that Sir 
John had formally resigned the 
Conservative whip, which would 
turn the Government majority of 
one into a one-vote minority. 

However, the MP’s with- 
drawal of co-operation does 
in effect wipe out the overall 
majority, which would have 
happened anyway next week 


‘Not so much boxed in, Mr Major 
has been crated and freighted by 
Mr Heseltine and Mr Clarke’ 
-Anthony Bevins, page 18 


television’s On the Record to- 
morrow lunch time. 

Conservative MPs on both 
sides of the party’s dvfl war di- 
vide will be watching that per- 
formance like hawks for signs 
of movement on the Cabinet* s 
angle currency agreement - 
toughened up by Mr Oarkn and 
Mr Heseltine on Tuesday after 
No 10 had signalled impending 
retreat on Monday. 

A senior Conservative source 
said there was no question of Mr 
Major moving away from the 
Cabmet agreement; sending 
the Chancellor to negotiate, 
“naked into the conference 


when Labour wins Thursday’s 
Barnsley East by-election. 

At that point, under Com- 
mons rules, the Government 
loses its in-built majority on any 
new legislative standing com- 
mittees that give Bills teoe-by-hne 
consideration. That could yet 
create problems for the Finance 
Bill, which enacts the Budget. 

In his second BBC radio in- 
terview of the day, Mr Heseltine 
said last night that he had read 
the text of Sir John’s statement, 
and added: “He doesn’t say he’s 
resigning the whip. He says, ‘I 
am today withdrawing my co- 
operation from the Govern- 


ment.’ It is very important be- 
cause Sir John is an experienced 
politician. He would have draft- 
ed those words carefully. 

“He has not resigned the 
whip. If be decides to do that 
that is another matter." 

That view appeared to be 
supported by Sir John's own 
words at a Commons press 
conference, when he said: “If 
the Government was to try to 
discipline me in some way, that 
might provoke what in industrial 
relations terms meant ‘an afi-out £ 
situation'." 

However, Sir John, who has 
been fighting to save the Edg- 
ware General Hospital casual- 
ty unit that serves his Hendon 
North constituency, in north 
London, said: “I don't put the 
survival of my party above the 
survival of individuals whose 
lives may be pul at-risk." 

But Mr Heseltine refused to 
offer any expectation of a ran- 
som pay-off. “I'm afraid that 
we’re not prepared to do that. 
Once you establish that prece- 
dent you will find there’s no end 
to it” Reacting to the Gorst 
statement Mr Blair said: “This 
shambles cannot go on any 
longer, and the sooner we get 
the chance to pm them out of 
their misery the better." 

The Liberal Democrat Chief 
Whip Archie Kirkwood said: 
“Wren the Government can’t 
even command the loyalty of its 
own backbenchers, bow do they 
expect any longer to command 
the loyalty of the country?” 

French offensive, page 12 



Can the Royal Academy paint 
itself out of debtors’ corner? 
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David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The head of the Royal Academy 
of Arts admitted last night that 
the 22S-y car-old institution had 
a “serious financial problem” af- 
ter the leak of an auditor’s report 
which revealed a £3m debt and 
the failure to pay money into the 
staff pension fund. 

But David Gordon, secretary 
of the Royal Academy, while 
promising a radical moderni- 
sation of the institution, ruled 
out selling off any of its trea- 
sures including Michelangelo’s 
sculpture Madonna and Childs 
estimated to be worth £50m. 

The Royal Academy, the 
heart of Britain’s art establish- 
ment since Sir Joshua Reynolds 

established it in the 1 8th cen- 
tury, has an accumulated deficit 
of £3m; its auditors Ernst and 
Young have not yet signed ac- 
counts for the last two years; 
and, most daraagingly of all, the 
auditors have discovered that 
£ 200.000 of staff pension con- 
tributions and £lm from trust 
funds intended for capital ex- 
penditure have been spent on 
running the institution. 

The auditors also found that 

the RA spent £237,000 on in- 
vestigating an alleged fraud 
during 1 993 and 1996 - far more 
than ihe £ 181,000 losses from 
the fraud. And £200,000 was 
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The beleaguered RA may have to sell some of its treasures to become solvent again 




wasted on exhibitions “which 
are not going to take place”. 

Ironically, the RA has long 
been baited as an example to the 
rest of the art world. Lacking 
any public fending, it has to 
raise its own money from pri- 
vate sponsorship of exhibitions 
and entry fees paid by the pub- 
lic, sales of merchandise, and 
the subscriptions of its 70,000- 
Stroug Friends organisation. 

But ft has been some years 
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now since it has been able to 
boast a genuine blockbuster 
exhibition such as the Monet 
show of 1990. And private busi- 
ness sponsorship has proved 
harder to obtain. 

The RA accounts reveal that 
it is costing more than £7m a 
year to run. Lo the year to 30 
September 1996 it spent 
£14,718,006, more than half on 
administration. But it earned 
only £13,206,918, with almost 


14.5m from exhibitions and a 
further £2.4m from subscrip- 
tions. The shop earned £L27ra 
and the restaurant more than 
£lm. Other sources of income 
were £147380 from its schools. 
£313,030 from its magazine and 
£311,1 99 from framing! Evening 
viewings raised £236,483. 

Among the liabilities listed by 
the auditors are £191,078 in 
1996 “due to pension fund”. 

Earlier this year the secretary 


of the RA, Piers Rodgers, was 
suddenly moved sideways and 
put in charge of the planned 
takeover of the Museum of 
Mankin d. The academy did not 
advertise for a replacement, but 
instead headhunted David Gor- 
don. former chief executive of In- 
dependent Television News. 

Speaking to The Indepen- 
dent yesterday, Mr Gordon 
said: “It is a serious financial Shares plunge 
problem thai we are facing and Stock markets around the world 
we have been running deficits, fell sharply and London closed 
But we won’t sell works. We are with its biggest one-day fall in 
primarily an arts institution four years after what appeared 
here to promote understanding to he a deliberate attempt by 
of the arts.” Alan Greenspan, chairman of 

Mr Gordon stressed: “The the US Federal Reserve, to 
pension fund is inviolate and prick the bubble of so aring US 
there's no question of money share prices. The FTSE 100 io- 
being taken out of the pension dux closed 88.2 points down at 
fund. As a result of inadequate 3,963. wiping £20bn off the 
procedures in one of our de- market value. Page 20 

partments- nothing criminal- _ ., -- ^ 

payments have not been made.” R3JuS (HI Mr ClCffH 
Mr Gordon and his president. Police armed with a warrant is- 
the architect Sir Philip Dowse n, sued by magistrates made 50 
are determined to modernise raids on Italy's former comip- 
the institution. They want to tiim-buster Antonio Di Retro 
wrest control from the RA’s and associates. Page II 
elected council - chosen from . 

academicians on rotation - anti UlStCT tensions T1SG 
give it to a “review board” ap- Tensions rose considerably in 
pointed by them. In a damning Northern Ireland following fur- 
private paper sent to the coun- ther sectarian petrol bombings 
cil, they say the financial situa- in Ballymena, Co Antrim. Po- 
tion “indicates a lack not only lice warned that the discovery 
of necessary financial control of IRA bomb-making equips 
but of adequate governance”, ment was evidence of IRA 

plans for pre-Christmas attacks 

in Belfast. Page 5 
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number of their lucrative slots 
at Heathrow airport as a con- 
dition for approving their 
proposed tie-up. Page 20 
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Cattle cull to 
be extended 
by IDOyOOO 


Ministers are poised to 
announce the slaughter of up 
to 100,000 extra cattle in the 
drive to eradicate “mad cow” 
disease and get the export ban 
on British beef lifted. 

Lord Plumb, leader of the 
Conservative Euro-MFs, said 
yesterday he hoped an 
announcement on a selective 
cull would be made “within a 
matter of days”. The former 
president of the National 
Farmers' Unio n wa s part of a 
delegation of MEPs who on 
Thursday met Roger 
Freeman, the minis ter in 
charge of the anti-BSE 
programme. 

More than 1 million cattle 
over thirty months old have 
already been slaughtered and 
removed from the food rfvarn 
Stephen Goodwin 


School scare 
as boy dies 
of meningitis 


A 16-year-old boy has died of 
meningitis and a girl from the 
same school is seriously ill 
with the disease. 

More than 1,262 pupils at 
Sale Grammar School in 
Greater Manchester, together 
with staff, are being given 
antibiotics while doctors await 
test results to show if the two 
cases are linked 

The fifth -former died in 
Withington Hospital, 
Manchester, yesterday only 13 
hours after becoming QL 
The girl, aged 15, became 
ill on Tuesday. She was 
described as “stable and 
responding to treatment”. 


‘Killer of six’ 
freed on bail 


Fees boost for 
universities 


Joseph Steele, who was 
convicted in 1984 of six 


University vice-chancellors 
yesterday decided to postpone 
any decision on charging new 
levies or fees for full-time 
home students untQ next 
autumn. The news follows a 
decision by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to devote an 
extra £100m to higher 
education. 

The vice-chancellors 
calculate that only S77m of 
that is “real new money'’, but 
conceded that ministers had 
listened to the ifnivcrsi ties' 
campaign for more resources. 
Barrie dement 


murders in Glasgow's so- 
called ice cream wars, was last 
night celebrating his freedom 
after being released on bail 
from a life sentence pending 
an appeal. His co-accused 
Thomas Campbell is expected 
to apply for bail next week. 


Sooty legs it 


Sooty has found his legs. 
Children's ITV is launching a 
£lm 13-part cartoon series, 
□ext month entitled Sooty’s 
Amazing Adventures, and for 
the first time in his 43-jtear life 
the little yellow bear mil be 
seen walking. 



Surround sound: Stacey Smith, 8, playing the giant balafon, a 2-metre high bamboo keyboard instrument which forms part of a festival of world music, dance and arts, 
‘Global Spirit*, at the Barbican Centre In London this weekend. This Is one of four similar instruments on display designed by Frenchman Robert Hebrard Photograph: Ed Webb 


The kids called me nigger. I wanted * 
to 
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A man who ran amok with a 
machete at a nursery school 
told a jury yesterday that he 
had believed the children rep- 
resented the devil and felt no 
remorse for his victims. 

Hoirett Campbell, 33, spent 
two and a half hours in the wit- 
ness box at Stafford Crown 
Court explaining that he 
thought the pupils, aged be- 
tween three and four, were 
i art of a conspiracy against 


part 

him. 


Campbell, who has been di- 
agnosed as a paranoid schizo- 
phrenic, maintained that 
children at St Luke's Infant 



The world is feccmang diminishing. 
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School in BlakenhalL Wolver- 
hampton, hadvefbally. abused 
him. 

He said: “I walked past the 
school and the kids would run 
to the fence and say abusive re- 
marks such as “nigger”. They 
would just come out with it.” 

But psychiatrists said the 
“auditory hallucinations” and 
conspiracy theories were all 
classic symptoms of his men- 
tal illness which had not been 
diagnosed before the school at- 
tack on July 8 this year. 

Wearing a crumpled beige 
jacket and white open-necked 
shirt, Campbell was handed a 
rolled-up piece of paper and 
asked to demonstrate the types 
of blows he had infli cted on his 
victims, three children and 
four adults. 

Mumbling and stuttering, 

to bis head amf down before 
moving it across his body in a 
slashing motion. 

He told the court he want- 
ed to attack the children at St 
Luke’s to "get back at them 
and hurt them". Asked if he in- 
tended to kill Campbell 
replied: “That was not my in- 
tention." He said: “I thought 
the cbDdren represented the 
devil. 1 had to hit them, they 
could just be wounded.” 

Campbell said after the at- 
tack he had felt much better 
and added: “Wbat I did was 
good. I felt sony for myself. 1 
didn’t really feel sorry for 
them, no.” 

Campbell, of VDliers House, 
a tower block overlooking St 
Luke’s, said he had sat up into 
the early hours the night before 
the attack and constructed 
two home-made flame throw- 
ers from metal tubing and 
foam. His intention was to 
wet them- with petrol from a 
washing-up liquid bottle full of 
fuel he carried with him to the 
attack and throw them “at 
anything”. 

Campbell told the court that 
as he pulled out the machete 
when he arrived at the school 



sorry 
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Horrett Campbell: A doctor 
told a court yesterday 
that his delusions of 
persecution were the 
classic symptoms of 
schizophrenia 


treating Campbell since No- 
i the jury: “The di- 


vember, told l 

agnosis was of paranoid 
schizophrenia based on Hor- 
rett’s past” 

He said conspiracy theories 
and hearing voices were both 
symptoms of the illness and 
Campbell had also told him he 
believed someone was trying to 
poison him. 

But under cross-examination 
Dr Collins said Campbell’s ill- 
ness did not prevent him from 
forming an intention - the 
prosecution say the intention 
to kill. 

In his closing comments 
Richard Wakeriey QC. prose- 
cuting, asked: “Was he so mad 
that he didn’t understand the 


consequences of what he was 

r>infr?” - • 


just after 3.10pm he had seen 
a little girl who said the words: 
“If he does it, then he does it". 

He said: “I took it to mean 
she knew why 1 was there. I 
thought it was going to look 
funny if I didn’t go ahead and 
do what 1 had come to do.” 

Later, psychiatrist Dr James 
Collins, from the high-securi- 
ty Ashworth mental hospital on 
Merseyside, said this was an- 
other example of the delusions 
Campbell was suffering be- 
cause of his schizophrenia. 

Campbell could not recall 
the exact sequence of the at- 
tack but said he had only 
struck most of his victims one 
blow as he did not want to kill 


them. Referring to the multi- 
ple blows suffered by 21 -year- 
old nursery nurse Lisa Potts, as 
she tried to shield the 18 chil- 
dren in the group, Campbell 
said he did sot realise he had 
made contact with her body. 

Miss Potts had earlier been 
watching Campbell give evi- 
dence from the public gallery 
but left, accompanied by a 


police officer, before he re- 
fer 


f erred to her injuries. 

Campbell said his reasons 
for ending the attack were 
simply that he thought “That’s 
enough". 

He associated himself with 
Dunblane killer Thomas 
Hamilton and had kept his pic- 


ture on his bedroom wall 
alongside that of Martin 
Bryant, who shot dead 35 peo- 
ple in Tasmania. 

He said of Hamilton’s 
slaughter: “He felt he was do- 
ing to others what they had 
been doing to him. I felt vic- 
timised. I thought Hamilton 
was victimised.” , _ 

The court heard Campbell 
had led the life of a lonely out- 
sider since moving to his sixth 
floor flat 13 years ago. 

He said he had one half-sis- 
ter who lived in America and 
had only ever had two rela- 
tionships with women, the last 
in the 1980s. 

Dr Collins, who has been 


doing?’ 

He said Campbell's motive 
was the same as that of 
Thomas Hamilton - “To get 
even." 

But Ian Peddie Qc. de- 
fending, told the jury: “He 
was not in his right mind. He 
did not know, and still does 
not, that he was genuinely ill 
and that he was bearing voic- 
es - voices he believed were 
real 

“He acted as he did because 
he desperately wanted to stop 
the tide of abuse and for that 
reason he went to the school 
- to inflict hurt, not death.” 

Campbell denies the at- 
tempted murder of three -year- 
old Ahmed Maicek, 
classmates Rhena Chopra and 
Francesca Quintyne, both four, 
Rhena ‘s mother S minder, 29. 
parents Azra Rafiq and Wendy 
Willington, both also 29. and 
Lisa Potts, 21. The case was ad- 
journed until Monday when 
the judge is expected to start 
his summing up. 


Douglas death ruled accidental 
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in 

police custody a year ago 
sparked widespread rioting, 
died accidentally, an inquest jury 
decided yesterday.. 

The majority verdict pro- 
voked a walkout by many of the 
20 or so of the black former 
postman's relatives and friends 
at the hearing, as well as ap- 
parent expressions of disbelief 
and disgust. 

It also prompted London's 
Southwark coroner Sir Mon- 


tague Levine to make a series 
of recommendations regard- 
ing police training and proce- 
dures. 

The four-man, five-woman 
jury, who spent more than 
five hours considering three 
weeks of often conflicting evi- 
dence, said that in their opin- 
ion Mr Douglas, 25, died 
from “left ventricular [heart]” 
failure. 

They said this was caused by 
stress and exhaustion, as well as 


positional “asphyxia” - lying 
foce down with hands cuffed be- 


hind him long enough to cause 
fetal breathing problems. 

The jury linked their dgtit-to- 
oue conclusion to a “chase, 
and series of restraints in the 
prone position face down as 
used fay current police meth- 
ods”. The coroner spoke of his 
“deep sympathy" to Mr Dou- 
glas’s family and praised their 
“dignified presence” throughout 
the hearing. 


He refereed to what he de- 
scribed as an “undercurrent of 
mistrust and suspicion” that 
had become apparent between 
various sections of the com- 
munity and the police. 

“I can only hope that this in- 
quiry has in some way managed 
to dispel this mistrust and re- 
sentment we have seen cm some 
occasions exhibited during this 
inquest and lead, I hope, to a ' 
new rapport between all sec- 
tions of the community. 


Sir Montague said the con- 
dition of positional asphyxia was 
regarded in some quarters as a 
“rnyth”. "I think it is something 
that needs going into much 
more fully than has been in the 
past," 

In seven separate recom- 
mendations he then listed. 
Sir Montague said the effects, 
of restraining a suspect, espe- 
cially in the facedown position, 
needed more research ani 
evaluation. 
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It wasn't the usual cries of 
1 “whore” and “slag" that took 
; Mandy Graham by surprise. It 
was the attack that followed 
. “There were three of them 
' and one started kicking me," she 

• said. “And it was in broad day- 

: light, at about 1pm.” In some 
ways, the incident echoed the 
- night several months earlier 

“ when her best friend, Ashley 

‘ Simpson, had beer poured over 
. her head by a group of men. 

Mandy, 21, and Ashley, 22, 
v '-.have grown used to being 
.abused, accustomed to cars 
J slowing down and men — and 
V women - calling them sluts. 
/ : They have stopped going out at 
’>•-.* night, but that doesn’t stop the 
"•• •■■.daytime dose of disparaging 
•V*:’- remarks. 

:• • They have taken a stance that 
’■ : - , has alienated them horn half the 
_ population of the old Scottish 
town of Hawick, a stance that 


A bid by women to join in an old male ritual is causing ructions. Steve Boggan 


reports 


: They are used 
to being called 
^ sluts, but are still 
determined 
•V :: to ride 5 


has caused deep divisions 
.among men and women, brolh- 
[ J :^er and sister, husband and wife. 
£ Yet all this fuss is about daring 
to say that they want to ride 
■'^’alongside men in an andent 
i- *" Hawick ritual. 

: The women decided last 
’;• •' -April that they would like to 
: X take part in the Hawick Coro- 
;Y-' : moa- Riding, a series of rituals 
: .over six weeks in which horee- 
. .men from the town stage 16 set- 
i''.- piece rides to all parts of the 
^town boundaries. 

The tradition goes back to 
: 1514 when a rabble of English 

^soldiers was routed by the 
- -"town's youths in a skirmish at 
. - ’ Hornshole, a hangover from the 
earlier English victory at Flod- 
den. The youths took the Eng- 
lish flag and rode triumphantly 
home. Ever since, it has been 
the custom to check the town 
boundaries annually, with a 
chosen flag-bearer, the Comet, 



“I don’t buy the traditional- 
ist-argument because we know 
that women were allowed to 
ride until 1932, when the all- 
male committee voted to.es- 
dude them,” he said- "This is 
about sexism. These women 
have been treated disgraceful- 
ly- ' 

‘They are fine horsewomen 
and grew up watching the Com- 
mon-Riding every year and 
' they grew to love it. Whv 
- shouldn't they take pari in it?” 

On Wednesday, the town's 
lftjOOO population was invited to 
lake part in ah unprecedented 
referendum on whether women 
should be allowed to take part 
in all events, something that not 
/even the women themselves 
have asked for. 

- The Lady Riders Association 
called on the townsfolk to boy- 
cott the ballot, and so claimed 
victory when only 2,794 turned 


‘Those who 
voted were 
2,207 to 587 
. against the 
women 5 


Beyond acceptable bounds: Mandy Graham above Hawick, the town with a riding ritual from which women are barred 


Photograph: David Rose 


heading a main procession on 
a Friday in early June. 

The women's attempts to 
join in were greeted with anger, 
jeering and open hostility. 

"It was quite upsetting and it 
can still be a bit scaiy, but we 


don’t regret what we are trying 
to do,” Mandy said. “There is 
absolutely no reason why 
women should not join in - we 
have only asked to take part in 
some of the smaller events, not 
the big one, but I think they feel 


threatened by us." 

It would be easy to assume 
the matter was a straightforward 
case of sexism but many towns- 
folk of both sexes say it is not 
There are men on the women’s 
side and there are women on 


the side of the all-male. Com- 
mon-Riding Committee. 

"It’s tradition and I don’t 
think we should mess about 
with tradition,” said one grand- 
mother, who asked not to be 
named for fear of reprisals. “It 


has always been an event for the 
men, and there are women’s 
roles too. There is the Comet’s 
lass, who ties blue and yellow 
ribbon to the flag, and she. 
chooses maids of honour. We 
women should be happy with 


those roles." 

Such talk would make some 
Hawick men sick. One of those 
is Norman Fender, a former 
Scottish rugby international 
and chairman of the Lady Rid- 
ers Association. 


out to vote. But the Common- 
Riding Committee, too. 
claimed victoiy because those 
who did take part voted 2,207 
to 587 against the women. 

"It beats me how they man- 
aged to claim victoiy out of 
that,” said one member of the 
Common-Riding Committee. 
He and other members refuse 
to speak openly pending a Sher- 
iff’s Court hearing in the New 
Year on the legality of their ban. 

“We aren’t being sexist. A 
new organisation has sprung up 
out of this - the Supporters of 
Hawick, its Customs and Tra- 
ditions Committee. Thai has 
1,600 members and half of 
those are women. 

“It is something more com- 
plicated than sexism. It is in your 
blood. It is about that day when 
the young lads of the town 
scored that victory over the 
English. And, quite simply, 
there were no women there." 



of the police 


Ian Burrell 




Gathering dust in police tiles is 
a dossier containing the fin- 
gerprints of the most unlikely 
.criminal gang - half-a-dozen 
chimpanzees and a pair of 
orang-utans. 

Their dabs were taken dur- 
ing police raids at the Ape 
House at London Zoo and at 
Twycross Zoo in Leicestershire. 

. The operation, by fingerprint ex- 
perts from Hertfordshire police, 
took place in 1975 at a time 
when there was growing con- 
..cem over unsolved crimes. It 
concluded that chimp dubs 
looked exactly the same as 
ours, but did riot link them to 
any specific offence. 

The chimp file is likely to be 
re-examined in the light of new 
evidence yesterday that crimi- 
nal investigations in Australia 
may have been hampered by the 
presence of koala fingerprints 
at the scenes of crimes. 

Maciej Henncbcrg, a bio- 
logical anthropologist and 
forensic scientist at the Uni- 
versity of Adelaide, said that the 
marsupials had fingerprints 
which were so close to those of 
people that they could easily he 
mistaken by police. 

While handling koalas in 
Urimbirra wildlife park, near 
Adelaide. Mr Henncbcrg 


noticed their fingers carried 
ridged patterns of loops, whorls 
and arches like those on a hu- 
man hand. 

“It appears that no one has 
bothered to study them in de- 
tail,” be said. “Although it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that koala prints 
would be found at the scene of 
a crime, police should at least be 
aware of the possibility." 

The animal connection did 
not surprise Frank Wheeler, 
head keeper of small mam- 
mals at London Zoo^wfao dear- 
ly remembers the arrival of the 
police squad 21 years ago. 

The chimps, all juveniles 
aged around six or seven, did 
not struggle as their digits were 
dusted and pressed on to sticky 
fingerprint tape. “They sat there 
quite happily, " he said. 

As brachiateix (animals 
which move sideways by swing- 
ing hand over hand!, the orang- 
utans have tiny thumbs, which 
put them out of the frame. 

Mr Wheeler disputed tire 
Australian evidence that koala 
prints looked human. “Their 
hands have been adapted for 
climbing,” he said. "Three dig- 
its face forwards and two face 
sideward.” 

The police operation in 1975 
was led by Steve Haylock, now 
with the City of London police 
fingerprint bureau. He said the 



Paws for thought: could koalas’ fingerprints confuse the 
police at a crime scene? 


exercise was carried out because 
police officers habitually re- 
ferred to spoiled fingerprints as 
“monkey prints". 

The zoo expedition proved 
this was nonsense. Mr Haylock 
said: “If you passed a chim- 
panzee prim to a fingerprint of- 
fice and said it came from the 
scene of a crime they would not 
know it was not human.” 

Among those finger-printed 
was a face familiar to millions 


of television viewers; not as a 
wanted villain but as a star of 
PG Tips tea commercials. The- 
police team briefly considered 
taking prints from goriHas but 
drought better of it. 

There are no koalas in 
Britain. The last one was tak- 
en out of London Zoo several 
years ago and deponed to Por- 
tugal. It had become lonely 
and was not under suspicion dr 
a criminal offence. 


Drinks case executive loses 


'P- 
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A television executive yesterday 
lost his High Court 'damages 
claim against a company doctor 
who saiahe should not gel the 
job he had been offered because 
of his drinking habits. 

The judge ruled that Peter 
; Baker had failed to establish 
; that Dr Georges Kaye was neg- 
ligent or in breach of his dure 
to carry out a proper assessment 
of his" health. Deputy judge 
Robert Owen QC said he was 
satisfied that a substantial body 
of reasonable medical opinion 
would have arrived at the same 
conclusion as Dr Kaye that Mr 
Baker was "likely to consume 
excessive amounts of alcohol in 
a work-related context". 

Mr Baker. 53. of Great 
Bookham. Surrey, was heud- 
. hunted by the American tele* 
viaon corporation NBC. in 199 1 
for the £45,0iHV»ear post as 
European head of internation- 
al sides. He fell he had virtual- 



Peter Baker: Ordered to pay 
costs estimated at £50,000 


ly got the job and sent a resig- 
nation letter to his existing em- 
ployers, but was turned down by 
NBC on Dr Kaye's recommen- 
dation. 

Dr Kaye,- of Kensington, west 
London, had mid the judge he 
did not lahel Mr Baker an al- 
coholic, but assessed him as a 


“spree drinker". He concluded 
from his interview with Mr Bak- 
er and subsequent blood liver 
tests that he was likely to con- 
sume excessive amounts of al- 
cohol in the discharge of his 
professional duties “to the extent 
that the sharpness of his thought 
processes would be affected” 

The doctor said he regarded 
Mr Baker's self-reported intake 
of less than four bottles of 
table wine per week ** 35 units 
of alcohol - as a "substantial un- 
derestimate". 

Mr Baker called expert evi- 
dence that the blood-test results 
could have been the result of 
other factors, such as being 
overwcighL. And the judge 
heard evidence that 35 units or 
more was within the level that 
many business people con- 
sumed in a wee k. 

But the judge said Mr Bak- 
er knew the job offer was con- 
ditional on tire medical 



assessment and he "jumped 
the gun" in resigning prema- 
turely from Guild Television; 

The court had heard evi- 
dence from the former medical 
director of NBC's parent com- 
pany, General Electric of New 
York, that the corporation's 
“culture" did not prohibit the 
use of alcohol, but over the years 
it had become less tolerant of it. 

The judge said Dr Kaye had 
a duly to judge Mr Baker with 
reasonable care according to the 
company's requirements, but he 
also owed a similar duly to Mr 
Baker. Dr Kaye's interpretation 
of the test results showed he 
look a cautious approach - a de- 
rision not to recommend some- 
one for employment was never 
made lightly and was very rare 
- and the judge said he was not 
satisfied the doctor was in 
breach of his duty. Mr Baker 
was ordered to pay the esti- 
mated £50.000 costs of the case. 


H you're a friend of Jack Daniels, drop us a he. We enjoy hearing from oir friends. Write to us at the Jack Dared Dtefflery. Lynchburg. Temessee 37352 USA. 


THE UGLIEST BUILDING in Jack Daniel’s Hollow is the one 
we revere most. 


This was Jack Daniel's office, built right after he 
discovered pure spring water in a nearby limestone cave. 
(We still use that water today.) To remind us of the 
traditions he set down in 1866, we haven’t changed a 
thing in this office. We haven’t altered the way we 
mellow our whiskey since Mr. Jack’s day, either. And. 
you’ll be glad to know we’ve no plans to do one or 
the other anytime soon. 
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THAT S ABOUT FIVE TIMES as for as the tanker would be able to go. But it’s 


hardly fair to compare a medium-sized car with a large-sized lorry is it? The Vectra — 

DI turbo diesel should be compared to other, similar sized, diesels. Only that THE NEW VECTRA DI 16V FROM VA.UXHALL ^ 
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maximum miles out of every gallon. We could go on and on. And we do. dli 0800 455 466 tZ ™Id 1iL * ^ ^ ** 

ALL CALCULATIONS BASED ON NEW EC COMBINED FUEL CONSUMPTION FOR VECTRA 2.0 01 16V SALOON SHOWN 47.! MPG. URBAN 34.9 MPG, EXTRA URBAN 56.5 MPG. WWtf.VAUXHALLCO.UK 
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David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


Tensions rose considerably in 
Northern Ireland yesterday as 
further sectarian petrol bomb- 
ings took place in Ballymena, 
Co Antrim, and police warned 
(\ that a discovery of IRA mate- 
' ' rial constituted clear evidence 
of IRA plans for pre-Christmas 
attacks in Belfast 

In Ballymena, two more 
Catholic schools were dam- 
aged in arson attacks, while a 
gang burst into a Catholic home 
and attacked a family. 

The Ballymena incidents are 
the latest in a series which have 
plagued the mainly Protestant 
town in recent months. There 
are concerns that police and 
Loyalist demonstrators may 
come into violent conflict 
tonight when Loyalists stage 
their by-now-routuie picketing 
of the Catholic church in the 
town during Mass. 


Yesterday brought appeals 
for calm as both the communal 
tensions and fears of renewed 
terrorist activity rose apprecia- 
bly. Sean Rirren of the Cbtholic 
Social Democratic and Labour 
forty, warned: “It is essential for 
the country to draw back from 
this confrontation and for lead- 
ership to ensure that it will not 
happen again. The situation 
could escalate still further- that 
would be very serious not just 
for the communities in North 
Antrim, but elsewhere as well. 

The first fire broke out at St 
Patrick's College. The alarm was 
raised when smoke was spotted 
by a member of tbe public and 
damage was limited In the sec- 
ond attack, at St Joseph's Pri- 
mary school, outside the town, 
a passing police patrol noted the 
fire and tackled it until the fire 
brigade arrived 

In the other incident, a group 
of men broke into a house in the 
Ballykeei area of the town and 





\ 
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Barry Downey in his mother’s house in Ballymena (left) and the damage caused by concrete blocks thrown through tbe kitchen window yesterday Photographs: Tom Pi 1st on 


attacked a Catholic woman, 
her daughter and a male visitor. 

Earlier this week, two 
Catholic homes in the same 
street were attacked with petrol 
bombs. 


Meanwhile, police regard as 
highly significant the discovery 
Of three mortars of the type used 
by the IRA for attacks on se- 
curity bases, together with in- 
cendiary devices. 


The find was made on Thurs- 
day in a bouse in West Belfast, 
and a woman is being ques- 
tioned about the discovery. 
The mortars are of a type 
which have been used primar- 


ily for attacks on security 
force bases. They, have also 
been used as “horizontal mor- 
tars," when they have been dug 
into the side of the road and 
fired point-blank at security 


force vehicles, cansing fatalities 
in the past. 

They were discovered aloe® 
with 34 cassette-type incendi- 
aries of a model which in past 
years the IRA has left in shops 


and other premises. The de- 
vices can be set to explode dur- 
ing the night and have on 
occasion caused large-scale 
fires. Police warned traders lo 
be on the alert for such devices. 



Detectives are hunting a cou- 
ple who tried to abdiict the 
nine-year-old son of the mur- 
dered headmaster Philip 
Lawrence. 

Officers are also investigat- 
ing the possibility that the cou- 


ple had specially targeted 
Lucien Lawrence. 


Lucien Lawrence. 

His mother, Mrs Frances 
Lawrence, 47 . h 3 s told detec- 
tives that the couple, who 
claimed to be social workers, 
asked for Lucien by name. 

Detective Inspector Alan 
Gale said yesterday outside the 
Lawrence family's home in Eal- 
ing. west London: “Police are 
currently investigating an alle- 
gation of attempted abduction 
of Mrs Lawrence’s son from this 
address on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

“Shortly after 330 a man and 
a woman came to the front door 
of the house, said they were 
from social services, and asked 



Frances Lawrence refused a 
‘check-up' for son Lucien (top) 


to take Mrs Lawrence's son to 
the. local health centre, appar- 
ently for a check-up. 

-She was suspicious and re- 
fused them access to her son. 
She made inquiries to her lo- 
cal doctor and contacted the 
police. The } 1 used her son's 
name. I can't say whether this 
is a specific attempt against Mrs 
Lawrence or an ad hoe at- 
tempL" . 

Mrs Lawrence stayed inside 
the smart detached house all 
morning, givinga statement and 
details of the attackers to CID 
officers. Mr Gale said: "Mrs 
Lawrence is obviously very up- 
set with this incident 


and I would ask that the media 
respect her privacy at this 
traumatic time." 

In September, mother-of- 
four Mrs Lawrence disclosed 
that she was being terrorised by 
a hooded stalker. 

But police said there was no 
evidence to link the stalking to 
the abduction attempt. 

Mrs Lawrence spent yester- 
day helping police draw up 
E-fit pictures of the two sus- 
pects. 

She told police the man was 
aged about 40 , 5 ft 1 lin taU. with 
short brown hair and black- 
rimmed glasses, and was wear- 
ing a beige mackintosh. 

Tbe woman was aged about 
28 , black, 5 ft 6 in, with short, 
black, bobbed hair, and was 
wearing a black jacket and 
black shirt. 

Mr Gale said: “Any allegation 
made of this nature we will treat 
veiy seriously.” 

Detectives took Lucien to 
school this morning because of 
the media interest in the case. 

Officers are also investigat- 
ing whether the incident could 
be linked to any similar attacks 
in the west London area. 

As the investigation contin- 
ued yesterday the Horae Office 
announced it was launching 
an award scheme in memory of 
the murdered headmaster.' 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, said he hoped the 
Philip Lawrence Memorial 
Awards would “help raise the 
sights of young people”. 

Mr Lawrence’s widow 
Frances welcomed the news, 
saying she and their children 
had been profoundly moved tty 
the award plans. 

Mr Howard was giving fur- 
ther details of the awards which 
he proposed in October, after 
Mrs Lawrence launched her 
own call for good citizenship to 
be promoted. 

Mr Lawrence was stabbed to 
death outside St George’s 
School, Maida Vale, west Lon- 
don, after he tried to protect a 
pupil from a 15 -year-old boy 
from another school. 

Today's announcement came 
two days before Mr Lawrence’s 
nine-year-old son Lucien un- 
veils a plaque in front of tbe 
school gates to mark the first 
anniversary of his father's 
death. 

The Home Office said the 
awards scheme would be 
launched in March next year, 
when Dominations would be 
invited so that the first 
awards could be made around 
the second anniversary of the 
murder. 

“The awards will focus on 
young people's achievements in, 
for example, combating law- 
lessness and violence, promot- 
ing racial harmony and 
encouraging good citizenship,” 
a spokesman said. 
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When you 




can’t talk to 


anyone 




talk to us. 


The Samaritans. We 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the dock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to vou. 


ro u 


with 




* 


i 


i 


* 


N 






THE INDE PENDENT » SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1996 7 

news 











V- 

f 


s 



Fashion 
victims or 
dedicated 
followers? 

Fashion victims couKi he seen 
pouring into Birmingham's 
NEC' ycsicrJ.iy hoping li» find 
li way out ot their sartorial 

pruditr.imcni. 

For dedicated followers. 

the BBC's Clothes Show Use 
has thrown open its doors at 
the exhibition centre to a 
show lea luring live eat walk 
parades, lop ihlem.il ional 
models and showhusness 
names from all mer the 
world. 

The event I.lsis .1 week, and 
a» well as a chance to see the 
latest creations and the 
people wearing them, there 
will he plenty ot oppoMiniities 
to sjviid money, l-or the 
iief J o// iliere are slaiufs In 
designers 1 telly Jackson. 
Patrick I'oy and Iten Jc last 
For the thinner ot wallet 
there arc clothes from i'lfc A 
.Hid other ill. mi stores. 

■ Clothes Show L ive tickets 
hotline: MU] ' , n? 4444 


Legal 
service 
found 
guilty of 
race bias 

Barrie dement or above, while no applicant 

Labour Editor from the ethnic minorities with 

a similar background achieved 
The Government Legal Service such a rating. 

; tas been found guilty of break- Eight white candidates with a 
rag the law on race and sex tfis- 22 degree or lower were given 
crimination, and is being forced a grade of at least C , bui not one 
to make radical changes to re- from the ethnic minorities with 
eruitment procedures. such qualifications. 

The failures of the service - Some 2.4 per cent of black or 

which fills 1400 solicitors’ and Asian candidates were marked 
barristers’ posts throughout most C or above, compared with 7.6 
government departments and per cent of white men and 1J_2 
agencies- emerged after a black per cent of white women. Half 
woman was rejected for a job al of the black or Asian candidates 
the Treasury. who were shortlisted, were finally 

The London South Industri- appointed, compared with 762 
al Tribunal found that Chin erne percent of white men and 63 per 
Nwoke was the victim of a sen- cent of white women. Despite re- 
ously flawed selection system. ceiving higher marks, women 
The tribunal decided that a were less likely to be recom- 
marking procedure was “so sub- mended for a post and if ap- 
jeetive as to allow personal prej- pointed, they were paid less, 
u dices, whether conscious or The tribunal was “satisfied that 

unconscious, to seep into as- 
sessments". 

Ms. Nwoke, whose case was 
backed by the Commission for 
Racial Equality, was given such 
a low grading that under the Ser- 
vice’s rules she was effectively 
prevented from applying for 
such a post again. 

The tribunal awarded her 
£2000 for injury to feelings and 
a highly unusual exemplary pay- 
ment of £1,000 "aggravated dam- 
ages". The Service was also 
urged to re-interview her if she 
applied for a future vacancy. 

The tribunal judgement 'said 
that “alarm bells were scl ring- 
ing" when the chairman of the 
appointments board admitted 
that an element in selection was the applicant did not do enough 
whether the candidate would “fit to be recommended for ap- 
in". In its judgement, the tribunal pom totem, but not satisfied that 
pointed out that during the re- her appointment was so bad as 
eruitment process every white to warrant ex clusion from any fu- 
candidalc with local government lure shortlisting.’’ 
experience was marked grade C Ms Nwoke said she was 

pleased her case had brought 

about changes in the selection 

process. “1 sensed that something 
was wrong from the beginning of 
the interview. Now nearly three 
years later, I am gratified that my 
decision to take up this case may 
be of help to others.” 

Herman Ouse ley, chairman of 
the CRE, said the award of ag- 
gravated damages was a sign of 
the tribunal’s concern. “Gov- 
ernment lawyers must surely be 
expected to achieve a standard 
in the provision of equality d op- 
portunity second to none," he 
said. 

Douglas Walters, of the Gov- 
ernment Legal Service, said of- 
ficials had taken the dedsipn very 
seriously and the tribunal’s com- 
ments would be informing a re- 
view of the system. 

Attempts had already beet, 
made to ensure that selection cri- 
teria were now “specific, unbi- 
ased and measurable”. 

■A black prison officer who was 
subjected to a campaign of ha- 
ntssm snt and discrimination last- 
ing 18 months has been awarded 
record damages of £28^00, it was 

confirmed yesterday. Claude 
Johnson had been the target of 
an “appalling" campaign in- 
cluding victimisation, racial jibes 
and ostracism. 
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Herman Ouseley: ‘Award 
showed tribunal’s concern’ 



Network your PCs 

and business moves faster 


When you link your PCs, information flows. 
Goodbye gridlock. No more lost files, lost time, 
lost opportunities. Instead everyone has access 
to shared files and figures they need to keep 
business moving forward - at their fingertips, 
wherever they’re stationed. And it’s not just 


access, it’s the ability to input, to update and 
enrich the information everyone shares, and to 
send and receive documents. Linking PCs 
saves time. (It can save money on printers and 
software too.) Call BT Busmessconmrtiiws to 
find out how, on Freefone 0800 800 800. 


Freefone 0800 800 800 


Work smarter 



not just harder 
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Police reject claims in Hillsborough flint 
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Under pressure 
Louise Jury 







11 T* 1 ® actor John Graham Davies playing the role of Supt Roger Marshal), in Granada’s drama-documentary on the Hillsborough cfisaster 
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Police are to watch again a con- 
troversial television drama on 
the Hillsborough football dis- 
aster although they believe it 
raised no new evidence. South 
"Yorkshire Chief Constable 
Richard Wells said yesterday. 

As families of the Hillsbor- 
ough victims called on the 
Home Secretary to open a new 
inquiry into the disaster, Mr 
Wells said all issues raised in the 
programme were known to in- 
vestigators at the time. 

Ninety-six Liverpool soccer 
fans died after a gate was 
opened to ease crowding out- 
side the Sheffield Wednesday 
stadium, allowing hundreds to 
pour on to the terraces where 


they were crushed. Families 
believe there should be a new 
inquiry because the Granada 
television research cast doubts 
on police evidence. It suggest- 
ed officers must have known the 
severity of the over-crowding in 
the pens when the decision to 
open the gates was taken. 

Roger Houldsworth, a cam- 
era technician, gave a sworn 
affidavit to the programme- 
makers that a closed-circuit 
camera focused on the terraces 
was not out of order as had been 
claimed by some witnesses. 

Mr Wells said that state- 
ments from Mr Houldsworth at 
the time “were not in accor- 
dance with thing; he is saying 
today”. He went on: "Claims 

ahout missing tapes and rhangsri 


statements were all issues that 
were known about and dealt with 
man above-board fashion in the 
earlier hearings. There is noth- 
ing here to suggest the need for 
new official scrutiny.” 

But as pressure from the fam- 
ilies mounted, the Chief Con- 
stable told them that senior 
officers would look again at the 
film “in the cold lightof day”. He 
said: “I can give a very solemn 
undertaking that if there is new 
material we will pursue it.” 

Papers on the case have been 


presented by the Hillsborough 
Family Support Group to a 
criminal bamster for an opinion 
on whether there are grounds for 
prosecutions and a new inquest. 
A verdict of accidental death was 
returned, but families daim the 
hearing was inadequate. 

Trevor Hicks, the support 


ed the Home Secretary to re- 
open the case. He said the 
coroner, Dr Stefan Popper, bad 
(old them an inquest was not the 
proper forum for an investiga- 


tion and the famili es did not 
trust the South Yorkshire police 
to cany out thorough inquiries. 

“Richard Wells says this ev- 
idence is not new but it is new- 
ly In the public domain. It 
completely contradicts evidence 
given by South Yorkshire offi- 
cer who claimed that the cam- 
era if it was not faulty was 
deficient,” Mr Hicks said 

“One of the critical items in 
the whole scenario is what the 
police were aware of at the time 
when they opened the gates.” 
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Trevor Hicks, chairman of the Hillborough Support Group, and his two daughter*, 
Sarah and Vicki, who died in the crush on the terrace PhotOimagp: Jonathan Anstee 


Fans shot after 
row with rivals 


Charlie Bain 


Two Manchester United soccer 
fans were in hospital in Vien- 
na last night after being wound- 
ed in a drive-by shooting 
following a row with rival fans 
in a bar in the city's red-light dis- 
trict 

Steven Daye, 33, was in a crit- 
ical condition following emer- 


from his abdomen when he 
was ambushed late on Thursday 
night with fellow fan Christo- 
pher McKenna, 32, who was 
shot in the leg. 

The pair, both from Man- 
chester, were involved with two 
other Manchester United fans 
in a verbal altercation with ri- 
val football supporters before 
the gunmen opened fire from a 
white Mercedes, the Foreign 
Office said last night. 

All four fans were in the Aus- 
trian capital to witness their 
team's 2-0 victory over Rapid 


Vienna in the European Cham- 
pions’ league match ou 
Wednesday night. 

Mr McKenna denied claims 
that the group were arguing with 
rival fans from his hospital bed 
last night and saying thk be had 
“no idea" why they were at- 
tacked. “The four of us were just 
chatting and laughing when 
suddenly car windows and shop 
windows around us shattered,” 
he said. “The next thing I knew 
Steven and I were lying on the 
floor with blood everywhere." 

‘We were realty impressed 
with how friendly the Austrians 
were, even though they lost the 
match. We’d had a brilliant 
holiday and had been out cel- 
ebrating, but didn't go over- 
board and decided to go back 
to the hotel because our flight 
left at 4am." 

Manchester United Football 
Club last night issued a state- 
meat saying it was “shocked” by 
the news. 
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Health lab cuts 
continue as 
poison toll rises 


Ian Burrell 


As an elderly man yesterday be- 
came the eighth victim of the 
E-con food poisoning epidem- 
ic in Scotland, doctors warned 
of a crisis in the public labora- 
tories set up to monitor such 
outbreaks. 

Laboratories have been 
closed down in Bath, Wolver- 
hampton, and Guildford, and 
several others, including the 
highly respected lab at St 
George’s Hospital, south Lon- 
don, face imminent closure. 

Dr Harvey Gordon, a con- 
sultant in communicable disease 
oontrol, said the Public Health 
Laboratory Service, part of the 
' Department of Health, was be- 
ing “decimated" by cuts and re- 
organisation. 

He said: “The less laborato- 
ries in the country, the less sur- 
veillance of communicable 
diseases and the greater likeli- 
hood that something will get out 
of hand before appropriate in- 
vestigations have taken place." 

The PHLS is carrying out a 
nationwide investigation into 
the prevalence of the highly vir- 
ulent E.coU 0157 bacterium, 
which is being found in an in- 


creasing number of food prod- 
ucts including meats, milk and 
apple juice. The outbreak in La- 
narkshire has left 290 people re- 
porting symptoms. Nine new 
suspected cases emerged yes- 
terday, though the number of 
confirmed cases remains at 128. 

The latest victim, who came 
from Bonnybridge, but who is 
not being named, died in 
Falkirk and District Royal In- 
firmary. A spokeswoman for 
Forth Valley Health Board said: 
“Sadly, this death came very un- 
expectedly. The patient bad 
been recovering from bisE.coli 
infection and was malting good 
progress. He was due to leave 
hospital this morning." 

The health board spokes- 
woman said 13 victims were still 
in hospital, 1 1 of them in Falkirk 
and District Royal Infirmary. 
The condition of three of the pa- 
tients is described as “poor". 

A further 30 people are be- 
ing treated at Monklands Hos- 
pital, Airdrie, where 16 patients 
areghring “cause for concern". 

Tne spread of E-colL Of 57 has 
so alarmed government scien- 
tists that new guidelines are be- 
ing drawn up to put the 
bacterium on the same danger 


level as typhoid. Sdeutistswork- 
ingin public health laboratories 
had previously treated it the 
same as other food poisons. 

In the last few months, how- 
ever, three laboratory workers 
have been struck down after 
testing swabs for bugs. 

Hie Health and Safely Ex- 
ecutive is now preparing new 
guidelines for workers to treat 
E-coli as highly contagious. 
They will be required to take 
greater care in handling the bac- 
terium, including wearing 
masks and working in an en- 
closed environment. An HSE 
spokesman said: “E-coli seems 
to be caught very easily and has 
very severe side-effects and a 
high mortality rate." 

The PHLS said recent 
changes in its structure had 
placed laboratories wi thin re- 
gional groupings which enabled 
all of them to have access to spe- 
cialist techniques which they oth- 
erwise would not have had. A 
spokeswoman said: “Like many 
public-sector organisations we 
have seen successive reductions 
in our funding and have been re- 
quired to make efficiency sav- 
ings. But the strategic review has 
led to distinct benefits.” 
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for a song 


Charge Bain 

A receritly-dfecdvered manuscript of the first 
poetical draft of Richard Wagner's romantic 
opera Tannhauser was bought by a German 
dealer for £84,000 at an auction at Sotheby’s 
in London yesterday. 

The 150 -year-old autographed 
manuscript has never before been available 
to experts, and came to light after an 
. eastern European vendor notified the 
auction house's book department. 

It was last on record as being given by 
tbel9th century composer to the Swiss ' 
conductor Wilhelm Baumgartner as a new 
year's present in 1852. The only previous 
reference to it is in a letter written by 
Wagner in 1843. 

The final prose draft of Tannhauser was 
finished early in 1842 and is the second of 
Richard Wagner's operas in the modem 
repertory. A working of the 13th century 
myth based on the brightly minstrel by the 



In pefformatKxu A scene from Wagner's romantic opera Tannhauser. The finale and many of the stage 
directions used on the modem stage are different from the original manuscript Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Walter's manuscript In good contftion and 
much as the composer laid down the pen’ 

same name, it charts the protagonist's 
search for absolution after living with the 
Goddess of Love, Venus. 

Although much of the text is the same as 
the first printed libretto, there are many 
differences such as the inversion of words 
and the addition or removal of prepositions 
and participles which 'Wagner may have 
altered during the composition of the music. 
The finale of the opera and many of the 
stage directions are also noticeably different 
from the modem version performed today. 

The manuscript was bought by Hans 
Schneider, a leading German music dealer 
based in Tutzing and was expected to have 
fetched nearer £100.000. 

Stephen Roe, head of Sotheby’s book 
department and a specialist in musical 
manuscripts, said it was a major find for 
scholars of the composer. “It is going to be 
of immense interest to experts on Wigner 
and is in very good condition - very much as 
Wagner had laid down the pen." he said. 


MP in 
new bid 
to tackle 
knives 
menace 


Pa tri cij Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Negotiations between Labour 
and the Government over the 
best way to tackle the menace 
of combat knives will reach a 
critical stage on Monday prior 
to the launch of an opposition 
Private Member's B:IL 

Jimmy Wray, Labour MP for 
Glasgow Prcwan. who came top 
of the ballot for backbench 
Bills, has pledged to use his 
measure, scheduled to have its 
Commons Second Reading 
next Friday, to ban the weapons. 

His draft Bill, submitted to 
the Home Office as part of all- 
party attempt to reach a con- 
sensus, proposes a blanket ban 
on the sale of all knives with 
blades longer than three inch- 
es, subject to exceptions cover- 
ing trade, domestic, or artistic 
use and ceremonial knives used 
for religious purposes or as 
part of national costume. 

Labour wants to secure gov- 
ernment backing for the mea- 
sure and persuade it to drop its 
own alternative draft which 
would only outlaw the aggres- 
sive marketing of the weapons. 
Mr Wray will meet Horae Of- 
fice officials on Monday to 
press the case ahead of the in- 
troduction of his Bill on 
Wednesday. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, is also expected to 
meet police superintendents in 
the wake of publication of their 
suggested formula, agreed at the 
Police Superintendents’ Asso- 
ciation national executive com- 
mittee meeting this week. 

The association wonts the 
Home Secretary to create a new 
offence to outlaw the sale or 
advertising of “any knife or 
bladcd instrument of any de- 
scription which is apparently de- 
signed or made to injure or 
wound another". 

However, the Home Office 
emphasised yesterday that this 
still involved "a subjective, rather 
than objective, definition which 
would make k difficult to get the 
law to stick in court. 
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Once s een as enemies of the city's homosexuals, Manchester’s police are now building bridges AngjCI* 3-t 


gays win 
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some new 
friends in 
the North 


James Cusick 


Rumours of a particularly vi- 
cious incident recently swirled 
through the gay and lesbian 
community of Manchester a 
gav man had been violently at- 

• J 1 « • -* 


tacked and beaten up, his ear 
was bitten off ana he was 
thrown in a canal. 

But unlike most violent 
crimes, the details could not be 
confirmed because the incident 
was not reported to the police, 
and the attacker escaped from 
justice. 

Manchester's gay “Milage", 
the rejuvenated streets near 
the city’s Piccadilly district, is 
one of the country’s most 
openly homosexual areas. Un- 
like Old Compton Street in 
Soho in London, the village is 
a definable community of 
pubs, restaurants, clubs, shops 
and flats. 

Now in one of the UK’s first 


canal attack do not get re- 
ported there are no official po- 
lice statistics to warrant their 
attention. And in the village, 
where not all gay men, lesbians 
or transsexuals are “out", and 
where fear of employers, fam- 
ilies or friends finding out is 
part of some people’s lives, vi- 
olence and associated crime is 
accepted as a risk rather than 
an infringement of civil rights. 

From Tuesday, however, the 
usual route of reporting a 
crime to the police, having to 
give your identity and subse- 
quently awaiting police action 
will change. In its place, wfll be 
a list of options that will in- 
clude an “incident self-re- 
porting form" where giving a 
name and address is 



Bill 


Patricia Wynn Davies 
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Pink power. Outside the Metz Cafe Bar in Manchester gay village, one of the country's most openly homosexual areas Photograph: Hawatti Bartow 


optional. Inspector Kevin 
McLouehlin. the force’s les- 


formal attempts to eliminate 
“hate crimes". Greater Man- 


chester Police and the city’s 
Lesbian and Gay Policing Ini- 
tiative will next week launch a 
new way of dealing with ho- 
mophobic attacks. Manchester 


{ lollce are open about their 
ack of knowledge on hate 
crime. If incidents like the 


McLoughlin. the force’s les- 
bian and gay liaison officer, 
claims the new “equality pol- 
icy" will “enable reports to be 
made anonymously and we 
will begin to generate some sta- 
tistics and target resources at 
homophobic crime." 

The inspector admits that 
the police have a poor image 
in the village. “We don’t get a 
good press, we’re seen as ma- 
cho and unsympathetic but 
the new initiative will make us 


more accountable." The inci- 
dent forms remind that “many 
offenders consider our com- 
munities an easy target because 
we suffer ia silence ... hate 
crimes hurt more when they 
aren’t reported." 

The relationship between 
gay people and Manchester 
police has gradually improved 
since the days of the former 
Chief Constable, James An- 
derton. His comments about 
gays and Aids, saying that ho- 
mosexuals “were swimming in 


a cesspit of their own making" 
did little for the force's public 
relations. Five years ago the 
newly appointed Chief Con- 
stable. David WQmot, gave an 
almost immediate commit- 


ment to community policing. 
However, the goodwill he 


However, the goodwill be 
initially generated soured in 
April 1994 when police raided 
the Mineshaft fetish club and 
arrested 13 men. Ian Wilmott, 
a local government manager 
and chairman of the Lesbian 
and Gay Police Initiative said: 


“At that point the wedding 
was off. The raid took us back 
to the old days of hostility." 

Next week's launch is the re- 
sult of recent years of negoti- 
ation that culminated m a 
conference in November last 
year called “Police and Diver- 
sity: An Agenda for Change". 
Around 350 delegates, in- 
cluding many from Britain's 
police forces, attended aiming 
to deliver a national policing 
charter. 

Ian Wilmott said: “We want 


police officers to be gay 
friendly - but th8t is not as 
important as preventing seri- 
ous assault” 

Today’s village is a defined 
community catered for by a gay 
doctors' practice, gay lawyers 
and a growing array of smart 
apartments and restaurants: 
where there were once dark 
basements for a hidden 
culture, there are now 
m ains tream breweries 
investing ia expensive glass- 
fronted warehouse pubs. 


Gay hotels are also being 
planned for the village and 
Manchester is likely to win a 
place on the international gay 
destinations route alongside 
San Francisco and Sydney. 

With Manchester City 
Council wanting the regener- 
ation of its city centre to con- 
tinue, the village and its clubs 
such as Cruise 101, Paradise 
and The Danceteria may be 
seen as an island of specialist 
property now demanding 
mainland protection. 


Government plans to tush the 
proposed stalking law through 
all its Commons stages in one 
day provoked an angiy rwponse 
yesterday from civil liberties 
campaigners and the Liberal 

Democrats. . 

The move, set for Monday 
week, would mean that some of 
the toughest criminal laws ever 
to reach the statute book would 
be expected to dear its Second 
Reading, Committee Stage, and 
Report and Third Reading in a 
matter of hours. 

As drafted, the Protection 
from Harassment Bill could 
nigger prosecutions carrying 
heavy penalties for two in- 
stances of stalking or raciaj or 
neighbour harassment, with- 
out the need to prove intention 
to cause injury. Breach of a civ- * 
fl injunction could also amount w 
to a criminal offence leading to 
severe punishment 

John Wadham, director of 
Liberty, the civil rights organi- 
sation, said: “Every single piece 
of legislation which has been 
rushed through in this manner 
has been fraught with problems 
and has in practice taken up an 
enormous amount of govern- 
ment time after the event." 

Archie Kirkwood, the Liberal 
Democrat chief whip, protest- 
ed to government managers 
yesterday that the time scale 
would prevent proper scrutiny 
of the measure. The Liberal De- 
mocrats have demanded at least 
an extra half-day to enable 
MPs to table committee and re- 
port stage amendments. 

The Government is banking 
on Labour support for the fol- 
lowing last month’s pledge by 
Tony Blair, the party leader, to 
help get it passed. 
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Christmas appeal: abused* 
children need your help 


Glenda Cooper 
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At the end of a yearin'which The 
Independent has campaigned 
for victims of child abuse to be 
given a voice, we would like you 
to support our Victims of Abuse 
appeal to help children whose 
lives have been devastated. 

Our Christmas appeal is in 
support of projects run by the 
National Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children, 
including its helpline, and direct 
support to help children who 
have been abused and to help 
prevent future abuse. 

The years of abuse suffered 
by more than 100 children in 
dwyd was first reported by 77k? 
Independent and was the launch- 
pad for a campaign which even- 
tually won government action to 
tighten standards in children's 
homes. 

But countless stories of chil- 
dren m the community or in res- 
idential care have never been 
beard. The NSPCC Britain’s 
leading child protection chari- 
ty, runs over 120 projects 
throughout England, Wiles and 
Northern Ireland offering coun- 
selling and therapy to abused 
children as well as carding out 
its own investigations into alle- 


THE .[.vdEPEXDETT/NSPCC 

Victims of Abuse Appeal 
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- Please mak^gfe^pIt ^ieque/postal ortier toV H 
Victims of Abuse Appeal, j, 
send to; ifp^fhdependent, PO Box 4011; . 
w Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BB 


gations of child abuse. The 
charity relies on public donations 
for 85 per cent of its income. 

We would like you to con- 
tribute between now and Christ- 


mas- Your money will go to help 
projects such as the NSPCCs 


projects such as the NSPCCs 
freephone helpline, which take 
1,200 calls a week, the London 
Investigation Team, which works 


with police to investigate pae- 
dophiles, and the Kaleidoscope 
Project in Newcastle, which 
treats children who have abused 
other children. 

■ Anyone concerned about a 
child’s welfare can contact 
the NSPCC child protection 
helpline anytime free on 
0800800500. 
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60 minutes of free talk time to share 
each month for only 03750 (plus VAT). 
Calls between Orange phones only 
lOp per minute (plus VAT) throughout 
the week. 

Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT) for all local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. 

Orange benefits include per second 
billing, free 12 months insurance with 


24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Personal Communications 
Services Ltd. 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a one off 
connection charge of 230 (plus VAT). 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 months. 
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Clara Bridge Neptune 

As a special offer for Christmas, you can order any of these black and white 
photographs by award winning Independent photographer Brian Harris at the 
special price of £14 each, or 2 for £25, 3 for £30 (10x8 digital prints) 
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Italy’s clean hands do 
b? * the dirty on each other 
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Andrew Gumbel 

Rome 

Whai ever happened to the 
team of anti -corruption mag- 
istrates who brought the rotten 
Italian political system to its 
knees four years ago? The old 
politicians may have been 
dumped or recycled, but the en- 
demic corruption shows no 
signs of being brought under 
control. As for the magistrates, 
dearly feeling frustrated at 
their inability to finish of die 
job they started so brilliantly, 
they have spent the past few 
weeks at each others’ throats. 

The atmosphere has turned 
to pure poison, with magis- 
trates investigating other mag- 
istrates, trying to take over each 
other’s investigations and de- 
nouncing each tsther to higher 
authorities for alleged profes- 
sional irregularities. 

Nobody has been caught up 
in this more than Antonio Di 
Retro, the most famous of the 
corruption-busters who quit 
the judiciary two years ago to 
seek a new career in politics. 

Yesterday morning he woke 
up to the unpleasant surprise 
of a massive police raid on 
every address where he has 
either lived or worked in the 
past few years - the son of 
treatment usually reserved for 
high-profile terrorists or Mafia 
killers. 

Finance police armed with a 
warrant issued by magistrates 
in the northern town of Bres- 


Di Pietro target for police raids as 
anti-corruption team breaks ranks 



Antonio Di Pietro: Now 
under investigation himself 

cia conducted a total of 50 
dawn raids, rousing Mr Di 
Pietro's family out of bed near 
M3 an. Quite what they found 
was not clear, although judicial 
sources said the raids were 
ordered because Mr Di Pietro 
- regularly cited as Italy's most 
popular public figure - was sus- 
pected of allowing himself to 
be corrupted by key witnesses 
during his time as a magistrate 
in Milan. 

It is almost impossible to 
judge whether the allegations 
have any foundation, since the 
tawdry atmosphere has made 
the evidence of key witnesses 


subject to every kind of low po- 
litical manipulation. Mr Di 
Pietro himself concluded last 
month that the ooJy appropri- 
ate response to the non-stop 
smears was to resign his post 
as public works minis ter. 

What one can conclude is 
that the squabbling within the 
magistrature is a measure of its 
growing toothlessness. Instead 
of nailing cabinet ministers 
and captains of stale industry, 
as they were four years ago, 
they are now out to get each 
other. 

Even Mr Pietro’s former 
colleagues in the "Gean 
Hands" team of anti-corruption 
magistrates in Milan have bro- 
ken ranks. Testifying in the 
latest interminable trial con- 
cerning Mr Di Pietro in Bres- 
cia last week, they barely 
concealed their contempt for 
him and his decision to leave 
them in the lurch by resigning 
in December 1 994. Chief pros- 
ecutor Francesco Saverio Bor- 
relli even suggested that a bout 
of psychotherapy might have 
helped him overcome the trou- 
bles that prompted him to 
quit. 

It would be wrong to think 
the judiciary’s woes are limit- 
ed to Mr Di Pietro, however. 
One of the two magistrates in- 
vestigating the case, Alberto 
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Serb minister quits 
over TV censorship 


Tony Barber 

Belgrade 


Trouble broke out on another 
front for President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Seibiayesteiday as 
ethnic Albanian leaders in the 
southern province of Kosovo ex- 
pressed support for the enor- 
■moos pro-deinoCTacy rallies 
that have rocked Belgrade for. 
: the last 19 days- ,r Sfe are watch- 
. ingwithsympatbythe attempts 
in. Serbia to achieve real de- 
mocratic reform," Hydajet Hy- 
sem, a spokesman for the ethnic 
Albanians, said. 

Kosovo's ethnic Albanian 
majority has been a constant 
thorn in Mr Milosevic's side 
since he took power in 1987 and 
later stripped the province of its 
autonomy. Though kept under 
the tight supervision of Serbian 
police, the Albanians have op- 
erated unofficial health and 
education systems for several 
years and have refused to give 
up hope of restoring their lost 


autonomy, and even turning 
Kosovo into a republic 

Western governments have 
made it a condition of Serbia’s 
full return to international re- 
spectability that the authorities 
improve the treatment of eth- 
nic Albanians. 

As an another march involv- 
iogtens of thousands of Serbs 
poked .oft peacefully in Bel- 
gratfevfhe authorities were em- 
barrassed by the resignation of 
their own information minister, 
Aleksandarlqanic, who said he 
had had enough of illiberal 
media policies. The govern- 
ment, anxious to restrict public 
awareness of Belgrade protests, 
has portrayed them on state- 
controlled television as violent 
and involving only a handful of 
alleged subversives. 

Mr Ttjanic, formerly an inde- 
pendent journalist, said his “lib- 
eral concepts” of journalism had 
dearly been at odds with the 
views of his ministerial col- 
leagues. Portraying his resigna- 


tion as a matter of cocsdence, he 
said: 'The journalist Tijanic has 

Socialist authorities 
meanwhile raised the prospect 
that they might recognise op- 
position victories in recent local 
elections, the issue that set off 
the protests last month. The 
supreme court was considering 
a request from the Belgrade 
electoral commission to review 
- the fete of dry cohncd seats ini- 
tially declared to have been 
won by the opposition. The re- 
sults were annulled under ap- 
parent pressure from Socialist 
ftuty hardliners, and a re-run of 
the elections, boycotted by many 
voters, brought a Socialist ma- 
jority in the Belgrade coundL 
The opposition Zajedno (To- 
gether) coalition has vowed to 
continue the rallies in Belgrade 
until its election victories are 
confirmed, but its leaders also 
see a chance to go further and 
bring down Mr Milosevic. 

’ Leading article, page 17 
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Cardino of La Spezda, was re- 
cently subjected to a discipli- 
nary procedure on the rather 
vague grounds that he had 
spoken too freely to the media. 
Most of the investigation has 
now been transferred to the Pe- 
rugia prosecutors' office - sup- 
posedly for reasons of 
bureaucratic convenience but 
very possibly as a means of 
downgrading its importance 
in the eyes of the public. 

Accor di ng to the chief pros- 
ecutor in La Spczia, Antonio 
Conte, Mr Cardino's real mis- 
demeanour may have been to 
touch too many raw nerves in 
the establishment. "My fear is 
that other magistrates wvQ draw 
the conclusion that it is better 
not to go near the interests of 
the powerful," Mr Conte said. 

Certainly, the anti-corrup- 
tion drive, known as tangen- 
topoti, has come to a dead 
end, nearly all of the thousands 
of suspects initially arrested 
and questioned arc now free, 
and all political talk is of bring- 
ing the process to a definitive 
conclusion, not by drawing up 
new anti -corruption legisla- 
tion but by calling some kind 
of judicial amnesty. 

Another Milan prosecutor, 
Gerardo D'Ambrosio, warned 
last week that tangentopoli 
could turn into a total white- 
wash. "If the trials that have 
been called are not hurried up, 
there is the risk they wQl be 
wiped out by the statute of lim- 
itations," he said. 
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High flyers: Performers from Britain’s Circus of Horrors forming a mobile in the sky over the Bavaria statue in 
Munich yesterday to promote their visit to the German city Photograph: Jan NienheyservReutens 
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New e-type that is simply electric 


for tighter EU links 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

In a move which bodes Ql for 
Britain, France yesterday at- 
tacked plans for new power- 
sharing in Europe, saying chat 
they were ‘‘feeble" and did not 
go nearly far enough. 

As Malcolm Rifkind, the 
Foreign Secretary, told his Eu- 
ropean partners that Britain 
would oppose an end to fron- 
tier checks and harmonisation 
of criminal justice paUcy, Herv£ 
de Chare tie, the French Forei gn 
Minister, demanded far tougher 
common measures. 

“France will not accept a 
treaty which is so feeble," Mr de 
Charette said. “Do we want to 
take our responsibility togeth- 
er in Europe - yes or no?” 

Germany also indicated yes- 
terday that it would like the pro- 
posals to be toughened up. 
Nest Monday, at a Franco- 


Gennan summit more hard-line 
•dMs are likely to be set out 
™ * look certain to deepen 
Jota Major’s isolation at the 
Dublin summit where the treaty 
will be discussed next week. 
The French attack came just 

24 hours after publication of a 
draft text, by the Irish European 
Dwon presidency, which now 
forms the baas for negotiations 
on how to rewrite the Maas- 
tricht treaty in readiness for ac- 
ceptance of new member states. 

ln effect, the text maps out 
the path that Europe should 
take towards further integration 
m the nest century. The over- 
all tone of the proposals is fed- 
eral and, in some places 
radically so. But, in order to 
maintain a semblance of con- 
sensus the Irish drafters have 
left many sensitive issues open 
to discusoon.lt is the va gueness 

of the plans that has annoyed 
some member states. 


At a meeting of foreign min- 
isters in Brussels yesterday, the 
first to discuss the text, Mr 
Rifkind made it dear that the 
British Prime Minister would 
oppose most of the plans at the 
Dublin summit nert week. In 
particular, Mr Major will op- 
pose far-reaching ideas for es- 
tablishing a co mm on home 
affairs and justice policy for the 
EU. A new British “opt our in 
tins area is clearly envisaged. 
Giving the community powers 
over immigration and asylum 
would be “positively damaging”, 
Mr Rifkind said. 

He also made it dear that 
Britain would oppose plans to 
give the Brussels institutions 
powers to make policy on job 
creation, which he described as 
"political” "They would not cre- 
ate a single job," he said. 

Calls for the Western Euro- 
pean Union, the EU*s defence 
arm, to become part of the EU 


as its de fizcto army for peace- 
keeping missions would be op- 


block ideas for increasing the 
powers of die European par- 
liament and reduction of the na- 
tional veto. Mr Rifkind accused 
his partners of en gaging in 
“splendid rhetoric” about “the 
moment of truth”, but ques- 
tioned what benefits their pro- 
posals would b ring 
However, several countries - 
led by -France Spain and Ger- 
many— wanted the home affairs 
and justice plans stren gth ened to 
give Europe new joint weapons 
m the fight against drug traf- 



It 


migration. In Dublin, MrMajor 
win have to explain why mam- 
ta hri n g British “sovereignty” in 
these areas is more important 
than whai Mr deGbaxette spoke 
of as Europe’s “mission” to 
counter the “menace of terror- 
ism and organised crime”. 


Bruton smoothes way for Kohl 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn ‘ 

Germany and her European 
partners appear to be dose to a 

deal over die mechanism of en- 
forcing financial discipline 
among states participating in 
monetary union. t ftn ag r eem ent 
is within reach,” said the Irish 
Prime Minister; John Bruton, af- 
ter bis meeting with OianceDur 
Helmut Kohl yesterday 
Mr Bruton, whose country 
currently bolds the EU presi- 
dency; was visiting Bonn in an 
effort to minimise potential 
conflict at next week’s Dublin 
summit. Germany holds 
whip hand on two of the most 


contentious issues facing the 
heads of European governments 
in Dublin; bow to achieve a sta- 
ble common currency and how 
foe community's decision-mak- 
ing process can be streamlined: 

Bonn’s proposed “stability 
pactf* for countries switching to the 
euro in 1999 has been denounced 
as too draconian fcy every mas- 
ha- stale except The Netherlands. 
In tbefece of opposition, German 
is having to retreat 

“Ninety-eight per cent of the 
agreement [over the stability 
pact] is already reached,” said 
Mr Bruton, dismissing the re- 
maining 2 per cent as “proce- 
dural matters”. At foe core of 
these is die question of who 


should deca de wheth er a member 
country should be^vea a cop-out 
in times of economic crisis. 

Under the “stability pact” 
governments should keep their 
budget deficits within tight con- 
fines, and Eaflure would auto- 
matically trigger punitive fines. 
Countries in "severe recession”, 
however can be excused. But it 
remains to be resolved who de- 
fines “severe recession” - die 
government concerned or Eo- 
rope’s independent central bank. 

That is quite a "procedur a l 
matter”, but Mr Bruton hinted 
that a workable fbdge was with- 
in sight. More difficult wifl be 
to reconcile differences over 

fopro ni n mn ifyV; pnHHral 


On Thursday the Irish presi- 
dency published its summit 
proposals, which couched the re- 
forms it was seeking in delib- 
erately vagne terms. The final 
version of the joint Franco- 
German proposals, to be un- 
veiled on Monday is expected to p-sw... 
call for “flexible co-operation” 
and “qualified majority vot- fc 
fugT; issues that divide the EU. 

“Flexibfc cooperation” wodd 
allow France, Germany and 
their allies to build a “core Eu- 
rope” while rele gatin g the likes 
of Britain to a second division. 

Mr Bruton conceded that an 
agreeme n t on fitxlbteco-opcra- 
tion was even more elusive than Stent 
the stability pad. Genar 
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Stent running: CaHfomfcui Peter Preuss taking delivery of the world’s first mass-produced electric car - the EV1 from 
General (Motors. Critics say ‘zero emission' vehicles merely shift the pollution to the power stations Photograph: AP 
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Mary Dejevsky , 

Paris • 

The judicial was Threa tening 
to close last night on two fonner 
“untouchables” of France’s 
Ganflist fflte: Xaribe' Tiberi, wife 
of the mayor of Paris, and 
Yvonne Casetta, alleged to be the 
party’s treasurer of Olirit foods. 
Legal pro c ee din g were in s ti b iteri 
in both cases in the space of 24 
hoars despite the best efforts of 
the government and party hier- 
archy to pre-empt them. 

The announcement came at 
midday yesterday that Mrs 
Tiberi had been placed under 
formal investigation in connec- 
tion with 20a000Fr (£23.529) 
she had received from a neigh- 
bouring local authority. The 
money was invoiced as payment 
for a report commisaoaed by the 
council an “developing rela- 
tions with Francophone Africa”, 
but the suspicion is that it was 
for a “fictiuousT job .of the kind 
commonly provided to the po- 
litically well-connected as ex- 
pressions of goodwill 

Mrs Tiben’s report became 
the subject of widespread rib- 
aldry in Paris after the satirical 
weekly, Le Canard Enchaird, 
obtained what it said was a copy 
and published excerpts, each 
priced with how much it had 
cost the ratepayer. The report 
itself was fewer than 40 pages 

long and, it was subsequently al- 
leged, not even her own work: 
sections were traced to a pub- 
lished academic monograph. 

The cynical laughter over 
Mrs Tiberi’s authorial skills 
had scarcely died down than an 
even more absurd story started 
to do the rounds. The justice 
ministry, it was said - and lat- 
er confirmed - had ordered the 

French embassy in Nepal to 
send a helicopter in search of 

a certain magistrate on a climb- 

ingholiday in the Himalayas. 

This magistrate was in charge 
oftheTiberi file, and the urgency 
stemmed from the fact that he 
alone had the power to stop his 
deputy authorising the case to 
proceed. Unfortunately for Mrs 
Tiberi, the search party failed to j 
find the magistrate. Tte fatal pa- 
pers were forwarded. 

. Mis Tiberi has insisted 
throughout that she did nothing 
wrong and that the payment was 
not just for the report but for a 
“job” she had with the Essonne 
local council The mayor ofEs- 
sonne, however, Xavier Dugoin, 
is a friend of the Uberis and he 
was placed under investigation, 
too, yesterday for allegedly sup- 
plying “fictitious jobs”. 

The problem for the Gaullist 
party is leas what Mrs Tiberi 

may or may not have done, than 

whar she knows. Her husband 
was the right-hand man of Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac for many 
ofthe 20 years that he was may- 
or of Paris. He also worked 
closely with Alain Juppg, now 


Prime Minister, when he was 
city treasurer. The finances of 
the Paris town hall are impli- 
cated in a cluster of corruption 
investigations, and Mrs Tiberi. 
it is said, has threatened to tell 
all if her case comes to court 
Compromising information 
about the Gaullist Party and its 
leading politicians is also the 
weapon of Yvonne Casetta, 
who has spent 24 hours in a 
Paris jail awaiting questioning. 

Stories abound of how she re- 
ceived and transported vast 
sums in used notes that were 
destined for party coffers - 
most of the money being kick- 
backs from contractors and big Xavldre Tiberi: Authorship 
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If you are 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
could save with 
S aga - call us 
NOW 

You will know how- ' 
expensive home insurance 
can be. Thankfully, if 
you are aged 50 or over 
you can benefit from SAGA 
Home Insurance - a superior 
household insurance that is 
only available to mature, 

responsible people fore 

you.'.. 

SAGA Home Insurance can 
offer you genuine savings 
over oilier policies, while 
giving yen cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another 
comparable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of taking out SAGA 
Home Insurance, we will 
refund you die difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 





* Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Discounts for 

home security 

■ Free pen with your 
quotation 

Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 
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Two faces 
of the new 
poet on 


Yfeshiogfon — Say what you like 
about Wiliam Cohen, he is 
if w)t bipartisan -in mat- 
ters literary as well as political. 
Not Only did he take issue with 
presidents of his own, party in 
rashington’s two greatest scan- 
dals of the last quarter century, 
he even crossed the ask to write 
a novel with a Democrat 

In that enterprise his partner 
was the erstwhile Senator and 
presidential candidate Gary 
Han. The end product, a taut 
and plausible political thriller, 
was called the Double Man. The 
title sums up the man: William 
Cohen, literatus of Capitol Hill , 
student of Latin, Hebrew and 
Spanish and no mean dabbler in 
poetry. And William Cohen the 
defence and security policy ex- 
pert, now to be President BUI 
Clinton's Secretary of Defense. 

The job was unexpected. Just 
a couple of months ago, after he 
bad announced he was leaving 
Congress out of disgust at its 
bickering and meanness, the 18- 
year Senator from Maine reeled 
off to an interviewer a list of al- 
ternative careers. Among them, 
more thrillers, a job with a law 
firm, or setting up his own in- 
telligence and defence con- 
sulting business. But then the 
President called. Would he con- 
sider working in a genuinely bi- 






Cohen: Man of many parts ' 







Rupert Cornwell 

profiles 
Bill Clinton’s 
new Defense 
Secretary 

‘It's a job where you lose your 
personal life, your privacy, your 
family," says the outgoing De- 
fense Secretary William Perry, 
the most travelled Pentagon 
chief in history, who in 1996 has 
logged more than 200,000 miles. 
To it, Mr Cohen brings the 
keenest of minds and a reputa- 
tion of one of the leading lights 
on the Senate Armed Services 1 
and Intelligence Committees. 

But a man who must now run * 
a bureaucracy of 3 million peo- 
ple and an annual budget of over 
S250bn has never run a business 
or served in the military. 

In the Senate his popularity is 
huge. Even among Republican 
conservatives, his vote as a fresh- 
man Representative in 1974 for 
articles of impeachment a gains t 
Richard Nkdg, and his fierce crit- 
icism of Ronald Reagan in the 
Iran-Contra affair 12 years lat- 
er, are badges of honour. 

Since then Mr Cohen has 
grown into an Eminence grise of 
US defence thinking, opposing 
the extravagant B-2 stealth 
bomber while searching for a 
doctrine to guide US military in- 
volvements in the post-CoId 
Whr world. And though he has 
never been in uniform, lines from 
A Baker’s Nickel, the volume of 
poetry he published in 1986, sug- 
gest he is foDy aware of the con- ; 
sequences of a failure by 1 
humankind to keep the peace: 

“So when the earth goes red 
with a thousand suns, you can 
lire your light into the breast of 
sky a thousand times, star- 
drilled into all the hydrogen- 
headed monsters that rise up 
from earth and sea contem- 
plating great catastrophe.'* 
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David Usborne 

New York ‘ 

Convinced that Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, faced with res- 
olute opposition from the 
United States, now has no hope 
of remaining for a second term 
as United Nations Secretary- 
General, several African coun- 
tries were preparing last night 
formally to submit new candi- 
dates for the post to the UN 
Security Conndi. 

The nominations from Africa 
mean that the process of choos- 
ing a new secretary-general - 
akm to a high-stakes poker 
game -can at last get under way 
in earnest. Concern has been 
deepening at the UN that un- 
less the deadlock on the issue 
can quickly be overcome, the 
council may fail to settle on a 
replacement before the month’s 
end when Mr Boutros-Ghali's 
current term expires. 

There is also barely-disguised 
anxiety that the UN, under 
pressure from the dock and 
from the US, may be on course 


Stepping lightly: Chelsea Clinton, daughter of the United States’ President, at the 
Washington Ballet's rehearsal of The Nutcracker in Fairfax, Virginia Photograph: AP 



Kofi Annan*. US backing 

and believes that its bopesfor re- 
newal are linked to finding a first- 
riass figure to lead it. 

It has been a bad weekfor Mr 
Boutros-Ghali, who on Wed- 
nesday announced that be was 
“suspending" bis candidacy. 


fective or competent Sian Mr 
Boutros-Ghali This ccruld be 
the ironic and entirely counter- 
productive result of America’s 
determination to ditch the 
Egyptian, some diplomats say. 

Britain is especially unsettled. 
As one of the five permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil, Britain sees the UN as die last 
wodd institution where it has pre- 
eminent influence. It has been 
dismayed by the recent slide in 
the UN’s fortunes and standing 


more votes on his name but 
keeping himself in reserve ia 
case no agreement is reached on 
finding someone else. And the 
choke of Madeleine Albright, 
the US ambassador to foe UN, 
as the next US Secretary of 
State, can hardly help him. 

The Africans, who by UN tra- 
dition can expect to have one of 
their own as secretary-general 
for the next five years, have been 
under intense pressure from the 
US and Britain to accept the in- 
evitability of Mr Boutros- 
Ghali's fate and come up with 
alternative names. France had 
hoped to pressure the Africans 
to stick, by Mr Boutros-Ghali. 


Divisions were still visible ai 
a French-African summit in 
B urkina F&Srt which ended yes- 
-terday, attended by African 
brads of state and France's 
President Jacques Chirac. The 
President of Btirkino Faso, 
Blaise Campaote, spoke out for 
Mr Boutros-Ghali. Nelson Man- 
dela of South Africa is said to be 
backing Tanzania's Salim Salim, 
the Secretary-General of the 
Organisation of African Unity. 
' Of all the African names be- 
ing floated, the most credible 
may be that of Kofi Annan. An 
urbane and soft-spoken Ghana- 
ian, he is in charge of peace- 
keeping in foe UN secretariat. 
He is widely liked within the UN 
and is also thought to have the 
backing of the US. But that sup- 
port makes him vulnerable, to 
an instant veto from France. 

Other Africans who may be 
nominated include the former 
prime minister of Niger, Hamid 
Algabid, who is Secretary-Gen- 
eral of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference, and the 
Foreign Minister of Ivory Coast, 
Amara Essy. Both are unlikely 
to win much enthusiasm from 


ering for Olara Otunnu, a Ugan- 
da-born diplomat wbo heads 
the UN-affiliated International 
. Peace Academy in New York, 
If consensus does not build 
quickly around an African, 
Britain will push the council to 
move swiftly to begin consid- 
ering candidates from other 
regions, with Sadako Ogata of 
Japan, who heads foe UN High 
Commission for Refugees, as a 
possible contender in the wings. 


Allen loses fight to see adopted daughter 


David Usborne 

Woody Allen may be enjoying 
rave reviews for his latest film, 
but the vitriolic break-up from 
actress Mia Farrow has dealt 
him another Mow as a New "fork 
judge denied h™ visitation 
rights to his 11-year-old adopt- 
ed daughter, Dylan. 

In his ruling, Manhattan 
Supreme Court Judge Elliot 
Wilk also delivered a stinging 
rebuke of the film-maker for 


even asking for permission to 
see Dylan, wbo has been re- 
named Eliza by Miss Farrow. 
The judge barred Mr Allen 
from seeing Efiza, who has not 
seen her father for four years, 
saying her “therapeutic situa- 
tion is still too fragile and un- 
settled”. The girl, according 
to therapist Dr Hector Bird,* 
“remains adamant in her neg- 
ative feelings towards Mr 
AJhm^ 

The judge added that Mr 


Allen's continued attempts to 
gain access to Eliza “confirms 
that Mr Alka stffl has little un- 
derstanding or empathy with 
respect to foe emotional well- 
being of his children". 

Never married, Allen and 
Farrow split op . in January 
1992 after theVactress found 
nude pictures in Mr Allen's . 
apartment of-her older adopt- 
ed daughter, Soon-Yi Previn. It 
was later revealed t^t Mr 
Allen had had a sexual rela- 


tionship with Soon-Yi. Judge 
Wilk did, however; grant Mr 
Allen the right to resume his 
one-hour weekly visits to 
Satchel, foe biological son he 
had with Miss Eeutou; now re- 
named Sean. Psychiatric ex- 


thegeuerally gushing reaction 
.of critics to his latest film 
Everyone Soys I hove You. Mr 
Alien said, in an interview in 
New Yorker magazine this week, 
that he may make a film about 
his legal tribulations. 



perts told the judge^huwevejv v. ■ “The children's interests 
that -the boy, who 

“hates” his father and suffers- told foe magazine. ■ “Mnrder- 
tnightmares and stomach aches ers, dope-addicts, people in 
- at the fonught of seeing hhayv Vprisdn -convicted people - y 
.V Tbetaceratiops to Mr Afloi’ftiM^u^aUbwed & see their cbfl-v. 


character stand in contrast tfr dfeit^ "■ 
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Art and the people: China is trying to win audiences back to a 200-year-old tradition, while 

Peking Opera 
hits wrong note 
for the masses 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

How do you like your Peldng Opera? With ultra- 
violet light effects, a moving stage, and Fn^; ch ^ 
titles? Or performed in a renovated old wooden 
theatre according to all the traditional rules’ 
Maybe the high-pitched singing and recitation is not 
to your taste; so a new text-and-graphics-only ser- 
vice put out on the Internet and sponsored by the 
Chinese Ministry of Culture wfl] satisfy your needs. 

The two-century-old genre of Peking Opera is con- 
sidered one of the “national treasures" of China. 
But it is a treasure in trouble. Television and film 
have stolen the audiences, and no one is sure how 
to fight back against the technological age. 

Peking Opera is a highly stylized art form, com- 
bining falsetto singing, recitation, loud drums and 
cymbals, and a storyline usually set about 2,000 years 
ago. Much emphases is put on costumes, masks and 
heavy make-up. mid most of the repertoire is made 
up of classics, with little scope for new interpreta- 
tion. The dramas last up to five hours. 

After being crushed by the Cultural Revolution 
from 1966-1976, Peking Opera staged a revival in 
the Eighties. But this aecade it has suffered what 
the official China Daily newspaper recently described 
as a “dramatic drop in theatre attendance". 

Hu Qiwen, working at the Zhengyici opera 
theatre, explained the problem. “People above 45 
years old really appreciate Peking Opera, but most 


of them after they retire don’t have much money. 
The rich ones in their twenties and thirties can spend 
more than 200 yuan (£16) for a night in a disco, but 
the Pekmg Opera does not attract them." Package- 
holiday tourists arc often the mainstay of audiences. 

At the Ministry of Culture, an Office for Reviving 
Peking Opera has been set up. But supporters 
themselves are at odds over the solution. On the east 
side of the city is the most recently opened official 
showcase for the genre, the ministry’s plush 800-seat 
Chang’ An theatre, currently showing the Legend, of 
the White Snake, complete with ultra-violet light, mi- 
crophones, recorded backing music, new costumes, 
and heavy additions of acrobatics and dance. The 
White Snake, aided by the Green Snake, bills in love 
with Scholar Yu. is thwarted by a monk and rescued 
- all in 75 minutes. Tickets cost up to ISO yuan (£14.40). 

Fan Hongye, president of the Chang’ An Cultur- 
al and Entertainment Centre, said; “To make 
Peking Opera develop and survive, we must reform 
it, taking into account the environment, the time, 
and the aesthetic taste of the audience.” Mr Pan 
knows the competition. Rival attractions at the cen- 
tre include a cinema showing a three-dimensional 
American horror film, an amusement hall, and 15 
karaoke rooms for hire. The whole building was paid 
for by a Hong Kong property developer. 

Over at the Zhengyici theatre, in a tiny alley west 
of Tiananmen Square, the owner. Wing Yuming. 
derides the attempts of Chang’ An to rescue Peking 
Opera. Mr Whng, a 35-year-old entrepreneur, has 




Talent spot: A contestant performing yesterday in the second annual International Amateur Peldng Opera Competition Photograph. Reuters 


people in their eighties, they said in the past there difficult to put bums on ‘ i/Sj far^Onlv 

was not a lot of acrobatics and martial aits in the is paying, 50 or 60 is the best turnout so ■ , 

^^^^Sforetgnera.”heaccused whSiMr Wang offers ticket concessions can hefifl 
audience sits at traditional wooden ta- the venue for 200 people. Mr Wangs 
bles and chairs, at 150 yuan (£12) a ticket. His only lem is that he has set up the venture by ' hmuwlf. ho, 
sop to modem taste is to stage his operas in 90-minute unlike the Chang 'An, his theatre is not °n thei - 
versions, and to offer American almo nds and Thi- eraiy of the Chinese state tourism industry, it b 
wanese potato chips with the tea. But it has proved very difficult, but the only way is to persist, be said- 


spent 6 million yuan (£480,000) of his own money 
lovingly restoring a 1 712 afl -wooden theatre to its 
former glory. He offem nightly performances of such 
classics as The NumberOne Scholar as Matchmak- 
er, and the Empty CbyStratagem-Vais is the authentic 
Qing dynasty experience recreated- “If you use mod- 
ern techniques, Peking Opera loses its original 
flavour,” Mr Wang said. “I talked with a lot of old 
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You'll make 
afbr better 
choice at The Link 
this Christmas! 

With 72 stores nationwide, you’ll 
discover a huge range of mobile 
phones and advanced communication 
products - its the biggest choice in 
tbe High Street 

Our friendly, helpful staff will 
help you make the right purchase to 
suit your needs and your pocket 
With fantastic offers every 
week, why go anywhere else! 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

It looks as though Hong Kong 
will be rocking into the new era 
of Chinese , rule armed with a 
bevy of new patriotic songs and 
tunes. 

Among the officially sanc- 
tioned musical works are “Hong 
Kong is Also Mama’s Quid" and 
“Song for a New Century”. The 
official Guangming Daily re- 
ported yesterday that the short 
list of 30 approved songs and 16 
symphonic works had been 
drawn from more than 4,000 
submissions of budding music 
writers throughout China and 
the colonies of Hong Kong and 
Macau. 

The new tunes will be given 
an airing in tbe run-up to the 
handover of power, so that they 
can be learned by those wishing 
to take part in the lavish cele- 
brations marking Hong Kong’s 
return to the motherland on 1 
July next year. They will played 
alongside the Chinese national 
anfoem, which calls on the pop- 
nlation to refuse to be slaves and 
struggle for freedom. 

Toe top Hong Kong and Gii- 
nese mainland singers are being 
lined to participate in the han-. 
dover celebrations. Hong 
Kong’s pop stars, who are im- 
mensely popular in China, are 


busy brushing up their Mandarin 0 
language skills, because the ' 
Cantonese dialect is frowned on 
in Peking, not least because it is 
becoming so trendy among 
young people on the mainland. 

It appears that, as in most oth- 
er things, the handover of pow- 
er in Hong Kong -will also 
involve a substantial clash of 
styles. If the Governor of Hopg 
Kong, Chris Patten, has his way, 
the Union flag will be lowered 
over the colony to the strains of 
Elgar's music and ‘Highland 
Cathedral’. 

But it is unlikely that Britain 
and China wfl] be able to reach 
any agreement on what consti- 
tutes suitable music, so they are 
likely to go their own ways at 
separate ceremonies for the in- 
coming and outgoing sovereign 
powers. 

China’s problem is that tbe 
committees responsible for 
making weighty decisions about 
the appropriate musk and sym- 
bolism for the new era have a j 
habit of shooting themselves in 
the foot A recent decision 
made the Chinese white dolphin 
the symbol for the handover cer- 
emonies. Unfortunately, those 
responsible for this idea seemed 
unaware that this is an endan- 
gered species, threatened with 
extinction in Chinese waters by 
the end of the century. 
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• tOk memory 

• Schedule function 
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Packard Befl DB32 
Personal Databank 

• 32Kb memory • Memo file 

• Accounts manager and 
currency converter 

• Schedule remlndere 
WHILST STOCKS LAST 





Packard Bell DB64 Deluxe 
Personal Organiser 

• 64Kb memory size 

• Memo and schedule faculty 

• Expenses manager 
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Psion Siena 512Kb 

Personal Organiser 

• Agenda, spreadsheet and document 

tadtttes _ 

• infra-red trans m itter 4 

• Database function f ■ 
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Choose from tbe largest range of 
communication products In the UK - 
root* phones; Cm* pagan* 
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pahntop compoten. 


Psion Siena iMb 

Personal Organiser 
• Features as 512KB 


Psion Series 3c 

1Mb Palmtop Computer 

• Document/Spreadsbwt 
and Database functions 

• Infra-red transmitter 


Psion Series 3c 

Zkfti Palmtop Computer 
• Features as 3c 1Mb 
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return your purchase for a refund 
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Packard Bed dpi 28 k 

Deluxe Personal Organiser 

• tzBKb memory size 

• Schedule and calendar faeBty 

• lb Do Bats 

£ 79.99 



7? 

Link 


Australian 

paedophile 

inquiry 

The Australian opposition 
demanded ah investigation 
into paedophilia in-the 
diplomatic service after the 
federal court forced the 
head of the existing inquiry 
to stand aside. 

The court said Chris Hunt 
might be biased, since he 
privately told a newspaper 
he had turned up no major 
evidence of paedophile 
activity. But the government 
responded by pressing ahead 
with the original inquiry, 
established in May, 
appointing a new head to 
lead it- Reuter- Canberra 


Swiss profited 
from war 

A confidential memo from 
1948 found in US archives 
alleges the Swiss government 
made “a considerable profit” 
after the Second World War 
by providing German 


to your not tm/uue BT mane bB at me stawM km wmum ram. Ask tor Maft. «wm» stoaa fast, bitter* wfet CUSL 
fifteen purefeaMPafift Tras PSSIBOS. Wfl stocks laiL^&Klasiw to DSC RMaOLW. 



documents needed for them 
to flee to Argentina. The 
memo indicated that the 
temporary residence 
document necessary to 
board a flight out of 
Switzerland was available for 
200.000 francs. AP-Nev 
York 


Czech leader 

undergoes 

tracheotomy 

Doctors performed an 
emergency tracheotomy to 
help Czech President \faclav 
Havel breathe after cancer 
surgery on . his lungs earlier 
this week, a spokesman 
said. He said the president’s 
condition has since 
improved. Reuter - Prague 

Turkish 

torture 

The European Committee 
for the Prevention of Ibrture 
denounced Turkish police for 
physically tortnring^rison 
inmates. The committee 
visited police-run institutions 
in Tbrkey in September. 
Rader -Strasbourg 

Bomb attack 
on Slovak MP 

Slovak opposition denounced 
as an act of political 
terrorism the bomb explosion 
outride tbe home of former ' 
MP Brantisek Gauiieder who 
recently left Prime Minister 
Vladimir Medar’s ruling • 
Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia saying it was 
undemocratic. The MP was 
not hurt. Adrian Bridge • 
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The mist swirfs and in the deepening dusk a pheasant perches boldly on a gate in a Suffolk field. Photograph by Brian Harris. 300m lens, 125 at 2.8, ASA 160.film 
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It’s a bdd pheasant indeed 
which perches on a gate in 
full view of a sportsman 
with an eye for Christmas. 
(Delicious roasted with 
streaky bacon.) Yes, it’s the 
long countdown for parties 
- find out what to wear on 
page 17 - and for over- 
indulgence. The Egyptians 
had a word for the result of 
it, as we explain on the 
games page. Raymond 
Blanc is not in party mode. 
The chef reckons there is 
no such thing as British 
cuisine. As Serena 
Mackesy points out (page 
27) he clearly hasn’t tried 
Cullen Skink. 


Interview 



John Walsh 
meets... John 

Hegiey 

He has a kinetic 
treasury of geeky 
attitudes. But 
can you beiieve 
in him? page 3 


Games 2 

Chess, Bridge ..... .2 

Crossword 2 

Arts notebook 3 


Books 



Tales of tea, 
toast and 
techno terror 

Two pages of the 
best Christmas 
books for children 
from two to 
teens page 8 

Aidan Quinn A 

New Billie Holliday .... .4 

Evolution and PC 6 

Paperbacks 7 


Travel 



Texas is a 
big bad state 
right? 

Simon Calder on 
margaritas, 

Stetsons and 
the whole 

enchillada page 10 


Outings 13 

Skiing 14,15 

Gardening 16 

Duff Hart-Davis 16 


Consuming 



How you can 
be chic on 
the cheap 

Party clothes don’t 
have to be 
expensive to look 
good says Holly 
Davies page 17 

Motoring 20 

Money, property . . .21-26 

Weather 27 

TV, radio reviews 27 
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Fold along the dotted 
lines . . . 

for a waste-paper wastpaper basket 


©■ 


Or 


the games page 


SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1996 • THE 


, INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 



1 Take tw 0 sheets of an 
old newspaper (or one 
double sheet with the 
fold at the top). Fold the 

rap comers down to the 
centreline. 


% 

Hieroglyphs for all 


2 Using just the top 1 
sheet, fold the bottom 
edge AB up to the base 
EF of the triangle. 





3 Then fold the new 
bottom edge over the *■ 
base of the triangle again. 


4 Turn the paper over. 
Fold right and left edges 
in to meet along the 
centre line. 


3 




5 Now fold at the hem 
RS and tuck the edge, 
PQ into the band above 
the hem. 

Stop here if all you 
want is a bat. 4 


6 Fold the top down and 
unfold. This will make 
the centre points E and F 
(on the reverse side) 
which will form two 
comers of the base of the 
finished basket. 



7 Pinch the points E and 

F, and pull them gently 
apart, easing down the r 
apex to form a fiat base. 

Turn your wastepaper 
basket over. (Based on an ' • 
origami design by Isao ' • 
Honda) . 

*Made from two double 
broadsheet pages, you 
have a wastepaper 
basket, or, when lined 
with a plastic bag. a temporary vase. Made from A4 
size, the basket forms a pencil holder. Experiment 
with other sizes of paper for further uses. 

Bawn O’Beime Randagh 





in any of the 
to make 


to vomit), will give 
curly 
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G ood mord^Sfae chap above sniffing at the squiggly 
brick with tf^Hwfoove it means “rejoice”, ana the odd' 
looking bird alHRkeat a five-legged spider by the light 
of the half-moon near dqpftmdabout means “morning. And 
that’s as near as we could get to wishing you a good morning 
after studying Tui Hu, a new gam^from the British Museum 
Company. It’s a set of card gam^^^gd on Egyptian 
hieroglyphs. You score points, i 
four games by putting together thl 
different words. 

The card below, with the word QT 
you the idea. The two hieroglyphs - triangle ’ 
hypotenuse, and arm severed below the shot 
feet the letters spelling out the ancient wor 
squiggle on The right is an “ideasign’ _ 
meaning offthe whole word. It was the^omt 
letter-pictograms and meaning-ideograms that i 
hieroglyphics so confusing for would-be decipherers. 

Tut Tut is the brainchild of actress Claudia McNulty 
and writer Rachel Allison, who have taken care to 
ensure authenticity of the hieroglyphics employed. 
Playing the games teaches familiarity with all 24 letters 
of the Egyptian alphabet, as 

as 72 complete 
words. TOday, card 
games; tomorrow the 
Rosetta Stone. 

Tut Tut is 
available at 
branches of 
Pastimes around 
the countiy, or 
from the British 
Museum Gift 
Shop (0171- 
323-1234), 
price £16.95. 



a Tut Tut set of your own 


Hk- 




The six cards above each represent a word in Ancient Egyptian. On each card, the symbol on the right indicates the meaning of - 
the whole word, while the other symbols spell out the Egyptian word for it All we ask you to do is, by logical deduction, match 
the cards with the words and their meanings. 

The Egyptian words are: (a) ana (b) beb (c) ui (d) hii (e) ra (f) tut • 

Their meanings are: (i) sun (ii) to turn back (in) image (iv) hail (greeting) (v) to tread (vi) mummy. 

So if you think the first card respresents the word “hii'’ and means “mummy", just write ld(vi) and so on. Please note that u uT is 
not the Egyptian for “image".Send your entries to: Hieroglyphics comp., the Independent , I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don E14 5DL. The first three correct answers cut of the tomb on 21 December will win a copy of the game. 


Chess William Hartston 



This spJeadid concoction won 
first prize for O Pervakov in a 
recent study composing tourna- 
ment. It is White to play and win, 
and the remarkable thing is that 
he succeeds in the task by pro- 
moting his d-pawn to a queen! 
Try to solve it if you like, but I’d 
recommend just playing through 
the answer and enjoying it 


White starts l.d3 +, cutting off 
the black bishop’s defence of h7. 
Now l...axb4 loses to 2.h7, so 
Black plays l_.Kfl, setting up a 
threat of Rxh6 mate. White con- 
tinues 2.Kh2! and now 2-..Bxd3 
is met by 3 i»7 Bsh7 4.Bb5 + KE2 
5.Bc5+ winning. So Play con- 
tinues 2...Rxh6+ 3JKg3 Ra6 and 
now the clever stuff starts: 4 J3b5! 


Rxa7 5.d4+ Kgl 6.Bc5 Ra8 
7.d5+ Kbl &Bc6 Ra6 9-d6+ 
Rxc6 10.d7 Rxc5 H.d8=Q. 

The pawn has fulfilled its des- 
tiny and there’s nothing Black 
can do to meet the threats of 
Qdl mate or Qh4+. 

The way the bishops and d- 
pawn waddle up tire board in all 
this is quite extraordinary. - 


Backgammon Chris Bray 


concise crossword 


u 14 n u 17 ii vi 29 



No .3164 Saturday 7 December 


12 11 10 1 « 7 


Today’s problem comes from my weekly chouette 
game at London's Double Fives club. In the position 
above I was in the box playing Black against a team 
of three players. 1 had been lucky to reach this 
position where I now rolled 5-2. 1 pondered long 
and hard over the two candidate plays: 1 1/4* or 
22/17. S/6. Black desperately needs 5s to escape his 
back men but I also saw that putting two men on the 
bar against a five-point board would be extremely 
strong. If White were to roll a 4 on his next roll I 
decided l would marginally prefer him to have one 
man still on the bar. 

The doubling cube was the other key factor. I 
thought that if White failed to enter in either 
variation l would have a strong redouble but would 
again prefer the position where White had two men 
on the bar. There is an old backgammon adage 
which says “when in doubt, hit”. So I hiL The team 
rolled 3-1 slaying out with both men and I promptly 
redoubled. After only 10 to 15 seconds* thought, all 
three of the team took. My next two rolls were 64 
and 5-3. The team didn’t roll again until I had borne 
off four men and I easily won a gammon. 

1 didn’t think the take was as easy as the team 
thought and the next day l used the software 
program Jellyfish to analyse the position. In fact 
White should drop the redouble and it isn’t even 
close. White loses two points by dropping the double 
and an average of 3.3 by taking - a huge error. 

There are two lessons to be learnt here. Firstly, 
aggression is a key to winning backgammon - if you 
can make a play that goes for the jugular, do it! 

Secondly with two men on the bar against a five 
point board you need massive compensation to take 
- in the above position White's broken five point 
prime is just not good enough. 

To all the readers who wrote requesting the mum of < 
this column : Thank you. It's good tc be back. 




DOWN 

1 Engine (5) 

2 Blissful state 

3 Of tender 1 

4 Fearful (5l 

5 Spoken fj _ 

6 Severely correct (6) 

l^J§paiigiy(6) 
li'Fmancially disastrous 

^f'^nnocent (5) 

17 Health woreer (5) 

18 Greek Island (5) 

'* Concise Cratsmrd; 


ACROSS: 1 Hemiv* Error (Emperor), 9 Other, 10 UtensD, 11 Disguise, 
12 Polo, 13 Cold-bloodedly, 17 Ltt>e, 13 Approval 21 Martini. 22 Idaho. 
"** " Kiss. DOWN: 2 Ethos, 3 Perturb. 4 Emulsion paint, 5 Red, 6 
Nordic. 8 Alta M Libeny, 15 Derrick; 16 Yellow. 17 Limp, 19 


ACROSS 

1 Cash (5) 

4 Greek letter (3) 

7 Heavenly boay (4) 

8 Last (8) 

9 Street entertainer (5-7) 

10 Sea-robber (6) 

13 Diatribe (6) 

15 US city (3,9) 

19 Swing the lead (8) 

20 Above (4) 

21 Cup match (3) 

22 Follow (5) 




Bridge Alan Hiron 


Game all; dealer South 
North 

♦ K63 
S?9 7 

OAKJ95 

♦KQ3 

West East 

♦ Q 742 *1098 

<?A32 S>QS654 

064 0872 

*10986 *54 

Sooth 

♦ AJ5 
OKJ10 
OQ 10 3 
+AJ72 


There were several different 
ways of tackling the play in 6NT 
on this deal from a pairs event 
None was irrational but some 
worked and some did not How 
4Bwould you have played? 

Six No-trumps was usually 
reached purely quantitatively. 
Perhaps 1NT-4NT; 6NT or 
even 1NT - 6NT After the lead 
of ♦ 10, the declarers could see 
eleven top tricks, but whaf s the 
best way to look for a twelfth? • 
Possibilities included a heart 
guess, a spade finesse, or some 
sort of throw-in play if the V A 


was in the same hand as the 
guarded *Q. Declarers who Jed 
a heart to the jack, at trick two 
were able to make an immediate 
daim. 

Those Souths who played off 
their nine minor suit winners 
certainly put a lot of pressure on 
West, but there was still plenty of 
guesswork at the end, especially 
if West had discarded two low 
spades in an untroubled fashion 
to keep *Q,7 

I am still quietly pleased with 
the successful line that I adopted 
at the table. First I took care to 
win the dub lead on die table 
and drop the seven from hand, 
giving West, I hoped, the 
impression that I had only three 
tricks to come in dubs. Then, 
looking like a player who needed 
to develop more than one trick 
in the suit, I led a heart to the 
king. 

This was better than finessing 
for firstly, even if West can win 
with ^A, he may not return the 
suit and South is still alive with 
squeeze chances and the spade 
finesse in reserve: and sseoondJy, 
West might well place me with 
v 7 K,Q,10 and - as actually 
happened - duck smoothly! 


Perplexity 


Mixed doubles: 

Moral price laid upon ear print. 
Those six words hide three 
loosely related answers. Tb find 
them, all you have to do is group 
the words into three pairs, then 
rearrange the letters within each 
pair. A Chambers Dictionary 
prize will be awarded to the 
sender of the first correct answer 


Opened on 18 December. Entries 
to: Perplexity, the Independent, I 
Canada Square, London E14 
SDL 

23 November answers: 

Digestive (give diets). Garibaldi 
(big radial). Shortbread (bet 
Harrods). Winner Miss MB 
Morley (Bolton). 


Games People 

$&£S^**** ■ 

their game-playing time 

No L Joe Navarro, 29. Acsona. Mana*er a. Uoy* 
Bank 

I play Monopoly, Saabblo and chcas. Also pota 

and rummy r uke the gambling side 

Why Monopoly? pimrSith 

of it: Tm an investment land of perso p . ^ 

the family during the 10 get up at 

“f'SdtSSm and Dad were asleep. 
SS;^.y P E Tbe longest game 1 ever 

toura^neinretand^ *in thc^ 

watching the money. Fd like } 

money. I’ve never played in a ^arnp o^hJ?., I 

im-jmne have to write to Waddmgtons. 

rKfgotfive sets of Monopoly. A limited edition 
Franklin Mint with gold coimtere if you l^e a 
wooden board, and the houses and hotels arc gold 
and silver. I haven’t played with 11 ®J.!5 * a “St" 
item. I've got a 60th Anniversary Edition, and I 
haven’t played with that either. The European 
model has France and all the European cities. I 
think Paris has the Louvre and Britain s got 
Buckingham Palace. 

Park Lane and Mayfair are my favourites 
obviously, but I do like the orange ones: Bow Street, 
Marlborough and Vine Street; it’s just a deadly area. 
Monopoly is always different. It helps if you re good 
at tactics: build as many hotels as you can and then 
^ - ’ Ript the lot of them. An ambition of mine in 

iture. .. , . . , 

ddington’s Gaines Monopoly: available m de 
Travel and other editions. £1 1.99-£395 from 
toyshops . department stores and catalogues. 

appened to: 



TV-am 



The yean 1983 

The hype: broadcast news of the highest quality to 
educate the masses. Anna Ford, Peter Jay, Michael 
Parkinson, Angela Rrppon, and Robert Kee. (Robert 
who?) were the presenters. A dream team, with tt “ ‘ 
possible exception of the latter, with track 
die for. 




ND FOLD 


The reality: a disaster. Unmitigated. Rating 
plummeted. The hype proved to be just whatTt was: 
hype and viewers were turned off, and they turned off 
- en masse. Anna Ford emptiedagera of wine over 
Jonathaq Aitken as she was sapmaHna the viewers 
emptied egg on the IBA (whmHPcbosen the team 
from more entertaining opfflram the first place). 
Those TV-am egg cups were^st not strong enough 
to hold the runny yoke of public opinion and 
everything had loi&&ng£- 

The result: jgasSrureg Dyke, buying out the 
companv^^BSnging in new presenters, Anne 
Diamond a$?rNick Owen, the latter ah obscure 
sports reporter from the Midlands. Of course Anne 
her problems, but things were okay for now. 
it was said that his best method of 
ption was his personality So when we say 
we mean unknown rather than esoteric. This 
the new approach. Out went news, in came 
sweaters and sofas. But whilst these were all reasons 
for a subsequent and dramatic ratings rise - 500,000 
to 1.7m, much was owed to the effects of one thing. A 
puppet rat At the time a bitter BBC executive 
commented *Tve never heard of a rat coming to the 
aid of a sinking ship”. But Roland it was who saved 
the day - and the company - proving the worth of 
those founding ideals of quality and in-depth 
discussion on which it had been built. 

Then what? It suddenly struck Margaret Thatcher, at 
a spare moment in 1992 as GMTV took over, that 
removing a franchise meant ... removing a franchise. 
But by then it was too late. TV-am was gone. For her 
personal favourite and TV-am head Bruce Gyngell it 
was no more good mornings, but good night. 

What now? the biggest casualty was Roland, a big 
name transfer-to the BBC in 1985 who subsequently 
just couldn’t produce the goods. His last series, the 
imaginatively titled "Roland Rat The Series IT at the 
BBC following in July 1988 from 'Roland Rat: The 
Series I’, signalled the end. *1116 Tales of the Rodent 
Sherlock Holmes’ was scrapped. And his video selling 
just 6,000 was deleted in 1993. When I phoned the 
BBC they had “absolutely no idea"* where he had 
gone although it wasn’t that great piece of cheese in 
the sky, that much they could confirm. In fact both he 
and creator David Claridge are now living in 
America. But other, more human examples, have 
suffered too. Michael Parkinson is writing books, 
Robert Kee attends memorial services, and Anna 
Ford has started appearing in the morning again, hut 
only occasionally, and only on radio. And you can still 
go and see the egg-cup topped building in Camden 
Lock, the only concrete reminder of what once was 
so glorious. Now Sled by MTV Europe. Which has 
rather more of an idea about how to attract its 
viewers. 

James Aufenast 


0 


TURN TO PAGE 27... 

for the weathei; sky at night, Jasper 
Rees on T\£ Robert Hanks on radio and 
Kerber’s new cartoon strip 
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T he trouble with John Hegley is that 
you can’t be sure if he means it. He 
is such a smorgasbord of mannerisms, 
such a walking anthology of vulnera- 
bilities, such a kinetic treasury of 
geeky attitudes, you can’t tell if he is 
hamming up the whole thing for your 
benefit As he moodily spoons the chocolatey froth 
of his cappuccino with stem concentration over the 
Up of his coffee cup. as he carefully mispronounces 
words like "nuance'’ and argues about the secret 
passions of tra inspotters, as he sashays across the 
floor of Islington’s celebrated Dome cafe to 
demonstrate the compUcated dance routine (with 
potato accessory) he plans to incorporate into his 
new show, he is deliriously entertaining. But is it 
true? Does he really take himself seriously? 

Mr Hegley has spent L5 years waving his queru- 
lous blasts of suburban angst at small crowds in 
stand-up clubs and pub back-rooms, and gradu- 
ally finding a nationwide audience. He started out, 
like every other Alternative Comedian, on the 
stage of London's Comedy Store in 1981 but since 
then, his act has broadened to include performance 
poetry, songs, music (he plays the mandolin), slide 
shows and his idiosyncratic terpsichorean skills. He 
has published five volumes of poetry ( Glad to Wear 
Glasses. Can I Come Down Now Dad?, Five 
Sugars Please, These Were Your Father’s and Love 
Cuts), two albums of songs, has a regular slot in 
the Guardian's Weekend, and turns up, with 
admirable frontier-crossing ubiquity, on Radios 
One and Four. 

He will appear next week at the Hackney 
Empire’s 25th birthday celebration, and in Janu- 
ary at the Bloomsbury Theatre, where he will 
unveil his expressive new dance routine. It goes 
like this: Hands here, potato transfers one to the 
other thus, step forward, twirl round, wave hands 
. here, twirl there, and begin to declaim in French... 
The waitresses are convulsed. Mr Hegley affects 
not to notice. 

“The dance was commissioned by one of the 
Choimcndeley dancers," he tells me gravely. 
“They’d obviously seen the potential in my move- 
ments. I did a gig in Belgium recently and 
-thought I should try something new. So I look a 
backing track and pul some words with it, and. . 

He gestured helplessly, to imply a huge and rap- 
• turous success. “It's all about commitment to the 
movement, I think. That's why all children can 
draw because they're committed to the line 
• they’re drawing." 

There’s something a bit childish, a hit school- 
boyish. about Hegley. who. despite his 43 years, 
looks startlingly young. His skin is weirdly smooth, 
his fright of black hair only slightly greying, his 
banker specs giving him the look of Elvis Costello's 
younger brother. And the subjects, indeed the 
titles, of his poetic works - “At home", “First sex", 
“A childhood hobby". “Sheds”, “The Cub Scout 
diary", “My father’s footwear" - suggest tbeir 
creator is a familv-obsesscd teenager with an 
overdeveloped fondness for the dying fall. If Mr 
Hegley were a musketeer, he would be Pathos. 
Time after time his poems end with a stark after- 
thought, like a final lyric after the music's stopped, 
like this, entitled “The Miracle and the People”: 
“the statue on the pilgrimage 
is bleeding from the hands 
and asking for a handkerchief 
but no-one understands 
Latin any more" 

Or the patriotic “St George's Day Poem”, 
which concludes: 

“I like ihc English heritage 
I like to hear archaic English folk songs 
being sung in that distinctive nasal way 
but not all day" 

Some of his poems arc tiny squibs, others wild, 
surreal loopings of anecdote, pub jokes, dreams 
and coincidences. In (heir short -pitched way. 
they’re part of a tradition reaching through the 
Liverpool Poets. Spike Milligan and William 
McGonngull back to Lear and Carroll. And it’s 
in discussing the great traditions of English 
poetry, that one encounters John Hegley 's 
Achilles' heel, as he strives to work out his own 
role on Parnassus. 

“Which piiets do l read? Oh - Louis Mac- 
Neice. though I don't understand a word of it, 
Seamus Heaney. John Cooper Clarke. Adrian 
Mitchell. 1 don't find myself enjoying many of the 
older poets. 1 think what I do is more verse than 
poetry. Poetry's something more difficult. If you 
don't understand it. it's pnibably a poem. I've been 
doing a programme about Seamus Heaney for 15- 
year-olds on a BBC schools programme, talking 
to Tom Paulin and that, and try ing to find a way 
into poetry for them. But 1 find it very hard myself. 
I'm thinking of saying io kid>. 'Look, it's like those 
Magic Eye pictures, you just need to have a spe- 
cial way of hoiking' - but I haven't found it yet. I 
know it's in there. I know it's not a con. I’ve got 
these books of poetry at home and they're still 
pretty well locked up to me. I can't see the 
pictures. I'm looking forward to the day when I 
get the trick and I can sec them at last." 

But. I said, to lots of young readers, you're the 
acceptable image of modern poetry, aren’t you? 
A way into the maimtream? Hegley considered the 
proposition. "Well maybe so. Maybe I am a way 
into poetry. But being the turnstile is very differ- 
ent from being the match..." 

Its a rare sighting, the phenomenon of a poet 
who doesn’t understand the point of poetry. Bui 
Heslcy is a great trier. .An aesthetic empiricist, he 
monitors his own reactions to the arts world, grate- 


John 

Walsh 

meets... 

John 

Hegley 


fully registering the moment when he rumbles 
what's going on. “In modem art, for instance, it 
came to me suddenly. It was Jasper Johns that got 
me into it. One day I found I appreciated the 
texture of his paintings. And 1 allowed myself to 
stop worrying. But I haven’t got it yet with 
poetry.” 

He knows hell make it, however. Hegley is a con- 
noisseur of the transformational moment, when 
incompetence suddenly becomes sublimity. “I tried 
to juggle once, and wondered if I'd ever be able to 
do it, and suddenly I was. And we have a young child 
who's just beginning to talk now, and you think, one 
moment she couldn’t and now she could...” 

It’s tempting to apply this image of enlighten- 
ment to Begley's own life, which appears to have 
been lived, if you follow me, in the wrong order. 
He was bom in Newington Green, north London, 
moved to Luton when he was 18 months old and 
became a child of the unlovely Bedfordshire 
suburb. “We were poor, though not on the poverty 
line,” he recalls. “I remember at 10 asking other 
kids what their tethers did and most were work- 
ing at the Vauxhall plant, earning £25 a week. Mine 
was on £20...” His father was a derk whose 
memory causes one of the few shadows to fall over 
the innocent uplands of his poetry. In “This was 
my father”, he writes: “Apart from skin and bone/ 
I never knew / what he was made of / or afraid of J 
in spite of all our time together /- he was one of 
the strangers he warned me about / but without 
the sweets.” 


On the Isle of Man 

On the Isle of Man 

remembering that here 

it is bad to be gay, 

and not within the law, 

and i wonder if anyone's made jokes 

about entering Douglas before 


A Barrow escape 

My fortune was told me in Barrow 
by someone called Old Madame 
Tarot 

she said danger is near 

it was lucky to hear 

'cos I ducked 

and avoided an arrow, 

but Old Madame Tarot wasn’t quite 

so fortunate 

What went wrong between them? “He would 
smack me because I used to bully my sister 
[Angela, two years younger]. I used to make her 
life hell in any way I could, and I can remember 
him getting very angry about it. But he didn’t beat 
me - 1 suppose I bump it up a bit for the work. 
You’ve got to increase the level of suffering, 
haven't you?” His mother, 15 years younger than 
her spouse, indulged her son in the passion for 
football that he conceived at the age of 13. In 
this crucial pubertal year, while the rest of the 
UK was discovering hippiedom. the Summer of 
Love. San Francisco and Jimi Hendrix. Hegley 
was discovering Luton F.C. He became its most 
passionate supporter (second only to another 
specky-git comedian, Eric Morecambe) and 
wrote a fan article for Football Monthly for which 
he was paid £1. “The first money I earned as a 
writer and performer.” he says proudly. “Or no, 
that’s not true. I went round as a carol singer, 
knocking on people’s doors, when I was nine. 
They used to come to the door and say, ‘You 
really sang that didn't you?” ” Once again, you 
look at him sideways. Docs he really think he was 
being a “singer and performer” because he once 
sang “Silcnf Night”? 

He went to a Catholic school, “and felt very 
much at home with the religious side of things". 
Did he believe in God? “It wasn't a question of 
belief. You were just in it. You were - of iL” Then 
Bradford University, where he studied European 
Literature and Sociology and had a Marxist tutor 
called Cliff, whose approval he craved, and craves 
still. “He came to see me in 1992, 16 years after 
I left university, and wrote me this fantastic cri- 


Hegley, the acceptable image of modem verse: 'Maybe I’m a way into poetry. But being the turnstile isn’t the same as being the match’ 


tique of what I was doing. He said it was very 
'populist*. Or was it ‘popular’?” 

The Hegley CV includes spells working in the 
DHSS in London and as a bus conductor in 
Bristol. This curious emulative echo of the Prime 
Minister's early career left Hegley with a handful 
of rather moving poems, including a moment of 
revenge on his tether in the poem, his father boards 
Begley's bus and asks, in a loud attempt to embar- 
rass his son, if he remembers the bus conductor’s 
outfit he had as a boy, “and I said no Dad/ but I 
remember how you used to enjoy beating me”. 
After that he turned to busking, first with a man- 
dolin.thcn with a band called the Popticians In 
Covem Garden Piazza. By 1981. he was ready to 
try the famously combative Comedy Store. “I was 
told about it by a couple of comedians called Ibny 
Allen and Tony Green, and they said, ‘come down 
one night, you'll be OK 1 . And’ I went, very ner- 
vously. down to this hell-hole where gongi’ng-off 
crap acts was encouraged. And I won 'em over. 
Somebody said ‘Top man’, and it meant there was 
one person in the audience with a completely dif- 
ferent brain from me, who I'd spoken to through 
the performance. It was the fast school of learn- 
ing and, since I was starting late, it was the right 
place to be." 

He was then 28. Having missed out on Sixties 
teen bliss - “I hated summer holidays and I was 
useless with girls” - he proceeded to enjoy an ex- 
post- facto adolescence. He moved into the attic 
of a friend, Alison, ate every meal in cafes and 
greasy spoons, went everywhere by public trans- 
port, acquired a girlfriend read voraciously, spent 
weekends in cafes, pubs and fringe events. 


appeared in public declaiming verses about dogs, 
and toured with his stage chum Nigel. “When me 
and Nige go away,” he once told The Scotsman, 
“I always prefer to have a twin room because it’s 
nice to have a chat before the lights go out" 

Today Hegley admits there were some terrible 
acts about in the early Eighties (“You want me to 
give you a list of all the people I think are shit?") 
but defends their worth. “At least performer 
poets are funny. A lot of non-performers get away 
with it because nobody can understand them, and 
you never know if they're crap or noL It’s the 
Emperor’s new clothes. I’ve often wanted to 
shout out, ‘What thefuck are you on about?’ ” His 
own act, it should be said, has a kind of built-in. 
heckler-proof self-deprecation. His stage per- 
sona is of a crazed innocent who subverts preten- 
tion and argues with authority, but who also hates 
cool people and admits to his own weedy reliance 
on I’esprit de t'escalier. 

Discussing this finds Mr Hegley at his most 
eloquent. “Of course you should always under- 
mine expectations - but first of ail you should 
undermine yourself! And then you can say, any- 
way. there’s nothing wrong with being a trainspot- 
ter, as trainspotters can be as grand, as wonder- 
ful, as passionate as anyone else, and you go 
round and round telling them, you're wrong about 
this, you’re wrong again, you must doubt your 
position always, you mustn’t think you know any- 
thing, you must have faith in doubt. I don't like 
people who are too sure of their position, who 
aren’t fluid enough..." 

Among Mr Hegley’s abiding hatreds are mobile 
phones and self-important people. “The main 


thing that bothers me is people's lack of concern 
for each other, their self-centredness. And civil- 
ity is missing* now, isn’t it? I think people were 
much more ctvfl in my youth. I think it came from 
the war and people in the Forces knowing how 
to behave." 

At these moments, Mr Hegley reveals his true 
colours. After 43 years of puzzling over the world’s 
curious ways, 15 of them spent living out 3n 
arrested adolescence, he has now sprung fully- 
formed into early middle age. It’s no surprise to 
learn that he has’ abandoned his attic and bought 
a house in fashionable Islington with his long-stand- 
ing partner, Jackie. They have a little girl (Isabella. 
20 months) who appears in the arms of her beam- 
ing Pbpa in the author photograph on the back nl 
a new Hegley anthology. The Family Pack. Isabella 
was recently baptised in Islington at the same church 
where her tether was watered into the faith. 
Indeed, Hegley’s life - complete with mortgage, 
sprog and volume of Selected Works - seems lobe 
acquiring circularity, roundedness, even (dare one 
say?) maturity. 

Had the Luton misfit, the foo tie-fan- busk er- 
nerd-clown turned into a solid citizen, a decent 
wage-earner, a mainstream swimmer? The Elvis 
Costello glasses flash. Tve had a lot of angst days, 
and grey days, and days of... anomie is the push 
word, isn't it? Days when I wasn’t relating to the 
world very welL I've spent a lot of time doubting. 
And just today, walking down the road, l found 
myself believing." In what? “Not in anything. It’s 
an intransitive verb. Just believing. . He searches 
for his Kangol beret and plonks it on his spiky 
head. Like a do-it-yourself halo. 


A thought to move you to tears: Mandelson as arts minister 


T he Department of 
Culture and 
Communications. Doe*, 
it trip pleasing!) oft the 
tongue? No. it "does nut. But 
after the next election we 
might have to get used to it. 

1 understand that the Labour 
Party's arts policy. <*• be 
published in the r.eu vear 
after an interminable waiL 
will promise an end to the 
Department of National 
-Heritage and a beginning for 
the DCC. 

One can anticipate the 
arguments already. We’re 
copying the French, who 



have just such a name for 
their ministry. The new title 
takes no account of the 
Departments portfolio for 


sport and tourism. And it all 
sounds a hit Orwellian 
anyway. On the plus side, it is 
a forward-looking title, 
unlike Heritage, which 
celebrates the past. But that 
solitary plus point may not be 
enough to save Jack 
Cunningham’s blushes when 
he announces the new name. 

Will Mi Cunningham ever 
cross the DCCs threshold 
though? His admission that 
he never wanted the shadow 
portfolio may come as a 
refreshing change after all 
the ministers from Mellor to 
Buttomlcy who claimed it 


had always been their secret 
desire, but it should ensure 
that he never has to be 
Cunningham of the DCC in 
government. Certainly his 
unwillingness lo cultivate or 
even meet leading arts 
bodies, such as the 
Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts, does 
not indicate a politician who 
plans to keep up his contacts 
over the next five years. 

I hear that Mary Allen, 
the ever helpful secretary 
general of the Arts Council, 
is taking Mr Cunningham to 
the opera to impress upon 


him the glories of his brief. 
But it may all be too late. 
Labour arts worthies have 
been lobbying Tony Blair with 
the claims of Peter 
Mandelson. a man who, when 
he is not making Bcdgling 
parliamentary reporters cry, 
can be moved to team himself 
at performances of the 
English National Ballet, on 
whose board he sits. A man 
of culture already then, and 
not exactly a stranger to the 
media side of lhe brief. And 
he's still got several months 
to brush up on the football 
and cricket. 


A small footnote to 
cinematic history was 
made this week. AD right, a 
tiny footnote. But it warmed 
the heart watching the 
European premiere of 101 
Dalmatians to sec The 
Independent being read in a 
Walt Disney film for the first 
lime - and in the opening 
and dosing frames, too. The 
subscriber was dalmatian 
Bongo's owner, the jolly 
decent, if strapped for cash. 
Roger. Halfway through the 
film, however, evil 
threatened to triumph as the 
rich and ruthless Cruella De 


VII could be seen hatching 
up diabolical schemes in her 
mansion over what looked 
suspiciously like The Daily 
Telegraph. There is a moral 
here, no doubt, or at the very 
least a module in a film 
studies course. 

T here was a telling moment 
at the Evening Standard 


Drama Awards when 
Yasmina Reza won the Best 
Comedy award for her 
touching West End hit Art. It 
was not just her film-star 
looks. One would expect no 
less of a Parisian playwright 
It was more her acceptance 


speech. “It is inspiring to win 
the prize for best comedy," 
she remarked acerbically, 
“particularly as I thought I 
had written a tragedy." As 
the judging panel consisted 
largely of national paper 
theatre critics, I trust they felt 
suitably chastised. It's 
dangerous stuff, this 
categorisation of plays. And it 
is hard to avoid the suspicion 
that the division of plays into 
simple genres has less "to do 
with artistic judgements and 
more with finding enough 
award categories to last the 
coffee and brandies. 


• m •• 
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Cassandra 

complex 

Jazz and the blues - Ms Wilson's got ’em 
bad and that’s very good. By Phil Johnson 
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P icture the scene: a packed-out audience at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall earlier this year 
awaits the entrance of the new queen of 
jazz singers, the woman Time magazine has 
called “the most accomplished vocalist of her gen- 
eration’*. a BO Lie Holiday de nos jours. They wait 
a bit longer. And a bit longer still. And then a man 
comes on stage and announces a previously undis- 
closed support act, an Irish singer-songwriter with 
dreadlocks piled high in the manner of footballer 
Jason Lee. no crime in itself. He settles in and plays 
a set that no-one in the house wants to hear. Then 
we re told there will be an interval of 10 minutes 
precisely before Cassandra Wilson - the new Bil- 
lie Holiday - appears. A rush to the bar follows, a 
swift drink, a hurried return to the seats, and then 
another 20 minutes wait before the show starts. 

As the musicians strike up their version of Neil 
Young’s “Harvest Moon”, familiar from the won- 
derful new album New Moon Daughter, it’s clear 
that something is wrong. The sound balance is ter- 
rible. the acoustic instruments that it should be as 
easy as pie to mix are a muddy mess. And the star? 
Well, at best, she’s abstracted; at worst, she’s some- 
where else entirely. We shuffle uneasily in our 
seats, trying to enjoy it And, eventually, it all starts 
to come right, the focus of the music sharpening 
to a needle point, the nostalgic whine of a National 
Steel guitar pricking at the heart, as Wilson 
throws her head back to laugh delightedly, and 
brushes the hair from her face. But it’s now half 
past 10 and people are starting to leave for their 
transport home and their babysitters... 

Hie promoters didn't know about the support 
act. Wilson, it seems, is as much an enigma to them 
as to anyone else. When I ask for details of the 
band for her show at Shepherd’s Bush Empire on 
Monday njght, they don’t know that either; all that 
is certain is that a lot of hotel rooms have been 
requested. They are also in the dark about an event 
I have received a fax about, when, on Tuesday at 
5pm. Wilson is evidently due to appear at London 
University's School of African and Oriental Stud- 
ies in a workshop for the Yomba Contemporary 
Arts Trust. As someone says, all Cassandra Wil- 
son needs to do to further her already brilliant 
career, is to turn up and look as if she is enjoying 
herself. But sometimes it seems that even this 
might be too much for her. 

Conversely, it’s all too easy to forgive her any- 
thing. After all, many great reggae singers seldom 
bother to turn up at all. and Wilson's two Blue 
Note albums. Blue Light Til Dawn and New Moon 
Daughter, are astonishingly good, extending the 
range of contemporary vocal jazz to include pop, 
folk and blues songs, without compromising the 
fierce integrity of their overaD concept. In a good 
performance, such as that at Birmingham’s Ron- 
nie Scott’s three years ago, Wilson is capable of 


sounding like the best singer you've ever heard, 
and her accompanists - a post-modern version of 
a Memphis jug-band - can seem like the most pol- 
ished and tasteful group in the world. An impor- 
tant extra is that Wilson also looks the part: a 
mature, sultry beauty with a Billie Holiday gar- 
denia in her distressed, dreadlocked hair, who 
commands at least as much erotic attention from 
women as from men. She also moves sensually as 
she sings, each gesture alive to the nuances of the 
backing musicians; and her smoky, wistful voice, 
crucially, sounds natural and unforced, forming an 
essential counterpart to the band’s environmen- 
tally-friendly, acoustic rusticity. In short, she's 
great, but, again like Billie Holiday, she doesn’t 
do herself any favours. Despite the confidence and 
the poise, she can sometimes seem uncomfortably 
close to the edge. 

In conversation, she’s hyper-intelligent, and alert 
to all the vagaries of the female jazz singer’s role. 
“You can’t just be a drug addict and create music 
like that,” she says of Holiday. “There has to be 
a certain amount of discipline. There’s always the 
assumption that these people came to music very 
naturally and coincidentally, but I don’t believe 
that. It takes far too much work. With jazz singers 
especially, there’s a particular stereotype at work 
They’re not looked upon as being innovative, 
they’re just kind of background figures in the his- 
toiy of jazz, and I’ve always been the kind of per- 
son who rebels against that stereotype...” 

Now a late-30-something (her fulsome press cut- 
tings always neglect to mention her age), shewps 
bom in Jackson, Mississippi, to a musician father 
(the guitarist and bassist Herman Fbulkes), and 
learnt piano before taking up the guitar and per- 
forming as a folk singer in clubs. Moving to New 
Orleans to study broadcasting, she married for the 
first time (she now has a young daughter), and 
began to sit in with some of the city’s dose com- 
munity of jazz musicians, including Ellis Marsalis, 
Wynton’s dad. Re-locating to New York she fell 
in with the Brooklyn M-Base collective led by sax- 
ophonist Steve Coleman, with whom she recorded. 
A contract with the German label JMT led to eight 
albums of mainly strident M-Base funk (the col- 
lective sought to reclaim jazz for a black audience 
by incorporating the rhythms of hip-hop, not 
always successful ly), as well as the stunning stan- 
dards set, Blue Sides (1988). This attracted a con- 
siderable following due to the distinctive, wide- 
open spaces with which she invested the often 
daustrophobic atmosphere of the classic jazz-vocal 
tradition. Truly, a good jazz singer is hard to find. 

Her big success, however, had to wait until 1993 
and the release of her first album for Blue Note, 
the astonishing Blue Light Til Dawn. The reper- 
toire returned to her early folk roots, mixing jazz 
standards with blues by her fellow Mississippian 



Cassandra Wilson: com ma nds at least as much srotic attention from women as from men 


Robert Johnson, and singer-songwriter classics like 
Van Morrison’s “TUpelo Honey” and Joni 
Mitchell’s “Black Crow”. Produced by Craig 
Street, a jobbing builder she had met in the: lobby 
of her Harlem apartment-house, the album was 
remarkable - at least for jazz - for its resolute 
determination to convey an overall ambience, a 
mood whose governing melancholy and spare, 
acoustic instrumentation counted for more than 
its constituent parts. It was still jazz, with cameo 
performances by some of the most adventurous 
players on the New York scene, like reeds player 
Don Byron, but it was also bedsit music par excel- 
lence. “TUpelo Honey” in particular is the kind of 
song thatyou can play as if it were Leonard Cohen, 
repeating it over and over again as the consoling 
accompaniment to a solipsistic depression. 

This year’s follow-up. New Moon Daughter, is 
more of the same, but even better. The catholic- 
ity of taste has been extended to take in covers by 
such unlikely figures as Hank Williams, U2 and the 
Monkees (“Last Tkain to darkesville”,a song she 
says she has wanted to do for years). It also show- 
cases her own original compositions which have 


now grown to become wholly impressive, fully- 
formed songs, whereas previously they lacked the 
resonant power of the cover-versions. Typically, the 
material deals with sex, darkness and obsessive 
love, even the “little death" of orgasm. “It’s about 
the mood of life,” she says. “Wherever it carries 
you. The album goes deeper into my folk roots, 
an aspect of my musical personality that hasn’t 
really been explored. Playing the guitar again has 
brought about a great change in the way I’m per- 
ceiving my muac;ifs now far more immediate and 
uninhibited, a radical change to the approach I 
used to have” 

She says that she can empathise most with songs 
of obsessive love, like the standard “Body and 
Soul”, which she has sung foryeare. “The way that 
you empower yourself is sometimes to rewrite the 
words, to change the way you look at a song in 
order to step outside of the victim persona, but I 
think the lyrics of ‘Body and Soul’ are about sub- 
mission, and that’s something I can identify until. 
It’s a kind of felling back into darkness, like boom! 
Pm in love, and that’s a real human emotion.” 

As a jazz vocalist, Wilson avoids the rather 
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dichdd heritage of scat-singing, though she still 
occasionally sings without words. “I prefer to look 
at it as improvisation,” she says. “You move with 
the music and you move with the moment It's a 
kind of spiritual liberation when you sing; it's also 
once again about submission, and of allowing what- 
ever^ going to happen, to happen, a relinquishing 
of the ego. Sometimes you just have to get that out 
of your personality so that you can become a ves- 
sel or whatever. Music is ritual. The voice is the first 
instrument and eveiything is a derivative of that” 
New Moon Daughter will certainly reckon in any 
list of the year’s best albums, and at Shepherd's 
Bush Empire on Monday night, expectations will 
run high. The danger in becoming the new Billie 
Holiday, however, is that people begin to expea 
Billie’s habitual personahTy-disorders as well as her 
moth-in-a-flame intensity, and for Cassandra Wil- 
son this could become a burden that is too hard 
to bear. Let’s hope that there’s a change of sup- 
port act, at least 

Cassandra Wilson plays on Monday night at Shep- 
herd’s Bush Empire. Booking ? 0181-740 7474 
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M ention actor Aidan Quinn in mixed company 
and the response is, well, mixed. And neatly 
divided according to gender and sexuality. 
Audiophiles - even the sensible mature ones - dis- 
play undisguised symptoms of envy when they hear 
I’m off to meet the man with “those eyes”. 

The other half struggle to place him. Odd when 
you consider a CV that encompasses being Rosanna 
Arquette’s love interest in Desperately Seeking 
Susan, the eldest brother in Legends of the Fail and, 
currently, Hany Boland in Michael Collins. 

Still, the sexual divirion is nothing compared with 
the political polarisation Michael Collins has gen- 
erated. Despite, or perhaps because of, the hype sur- 
rounding its opening last month, it remains No 3 in 
the current top UK grosser* and has already taken 
more than £5m at the box-office. Yet the debate rum- 
bles on. Is it a dangerous and potentially inflam- 
matory piece of faction? Or is it simply a laudable 
and long-overdue portrait of the man who negoti- 
ated the Irish Free State. 

Dressed in the obligatory American leisurewear 
- sweatshirt and trainers - Aidan Quinn ponders 
the brouhaha the film has provoked One suspects 
that he’s secretly contemptuous of the response. 
He is certainly bemused. He shrugs and dismisses 
the “conservative British press”. “Historically it’s 
incredibly accurate." he asserts. “What the British 
Empire did in all their colonies is undeniable and 
no one of any intelligence can dispute iL The 
bravest thing about MichaeL Collins is how it makes 
the Irish culpable in their own story.” 

With a name like his, it’s self-evident that Aidan 
Quinn has a vested interest in matters Irish. But, 
unlike many of his countrymen, he points out 
proudly that he is a first generation Irish Ameri- 
can. His father, a teacher, took the well-trodden 
route from Dublin to Chicago in the Fifties in 
search of the American Dream. Subsequently, the 
young Aidan yo-yoed between Ireland and Chicago 
for most of his childhood taking care to modify his 
accent so that he didn't stand out at school His ties 
to Ireland remain rock solid 
“I was born in America but whenever l get off the 
plane I’m instantly comfortable. Because Tve actu- 
ally lived in Ireland, I have a very different view to 
the romantic one of the third or fourth Irish Amer- 
ican generation. Secretly, we laugh at them. In 
Chicago they dye the river green on St Patrick's Day. 
In Ireland there's none of that —it’s not a big deaL” 
In a peculiar twist of family fete, Aidan Quinn 
can also claim a genuine family connection to his 
role. He recalls how, as a child, he leamt that his 





Quran: Involved in being an Irish American’ 


grandmother played her own smal l put in the 
Easter Uprising of 1916. Working in a hotel 
opposite the infamous GPO building, she acted as 
messenger for both Michael Cnllfns and Hany 
Boland while helping shelter them from the 
British authorities. 

Quinn's own involvement in current Irish Amer- 
ican politics is harder to pin down. Tm involved 
in being an Irish American,” he replies, stonewalling 
my question and reaching for another cigarette. 

■In that case, with the Dublin Summit sched- 
uled for next week, in which camp would he place 
himself? 

"In one that is progressing sanity and peace. I 
have no patience with sectarian violence.” He 
pauses. “But if you want to know my real opinion, 
tike a lot of people, I’Ve been fighting very hard to 
be anti-violence and middle of the road. 

“Now I have more sympathy for the Republi- 
can position because what has happened in the past 
two years is so unbelievably absurd. The IRA lay 
down their guns for 17 months and then new pre- 
conditions are set up. I think it took Herculean 


efforts by Gerry Adams to keep that side quiet It 
is the empowered people who are entrenched in 
unyielding, cynical positions.” 

If the sentiments are passionate, Aidan Quinn's 
delivery is not. His replies are so steady, so unerr- 
ingly calm, I wonder what it would take to rile him. 
The question amuses him. He tells me not to be 
fooled. “There’s no question I have a short fuse,” 
be says, relieved to be leaving the murky terrain 
erf Irish politics. “When I was younger it was worse.’’ 

And. in a parody of a West Coast accent, he adds: 
“Me and my brother had a good few scraps. Now 
I think Fve learnt to channel it in a more positive 
manner.” 

Eighteen years ago, 37-year-old Quinn was a dis- 
gruntled roofer. Now he is much in demand. In 
another historical role, he plays Richmond in A1 
Pacino’s docu drama about Richard DCL, Looking for 
Richard, out in the UK next month. The film -the 
publicity handout refers to Shakespeare's “grip- 
ping drama of power lust and betrayal” - tells the 
stozy of actors preparing for the play and tries to 
explain the playwright**; thinking. He also has more 
bankable appearances later in the year in Com- 
mandments (with Friends star Courtenay Cox) and 
The Jackals (with Donald Sutherland). 

Married to actress Elizabeth Bracco, Quinn lives 
with their seven-year-old daughter Ada outside 
New York, where she attends the local school and 
he hangs out with the boys playing in the local bas- 
ketball team. 

“In this business you’re always working but I try 
to have six months at home each year. Occasion- 
ally we go to a premiere but usually only if a friend 
is in it or it’s a charity and we feel obligated.” 

He will be spending precious tittle time in the 
US next year because yet again he win be return- 
ing to Ireland for another film project - a family 
affoir, with his elder brother lined Tip as cine- 
matographer and his younger brother as writer/ 
director; *Td love to go there permanently but I 
think Fd have to be much older before I could do 
that- When I was over before there was a whole 
fishing village on the Galway for sale and I 
showed it to Liam Neeson and said we should buy 
that. It was so cheap — we could have done it up 
for friends and family. Tm still looking.” 

Finally, what about that adoring public of his? 
How does it feel to be described as “sex on legs”? 
He throws his head back- “That whole thing makes 
me laugh because ifs so absurd. It really has very 
little to do with who you are.” 

A sentiment rather belied by “those eyes”. 
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The road to nowhere 

* 

THEATRE I Licked a Slag’s Deodorant Royal Court Upstairs, London 

Jim Cartwrighfs new play offers no trite solutions in an evocative 
portrayal of brutality, despair and loneliness. By Raul Taylor 


T he Royal Court has certainly been 
trading in some attention-snagging 
titles of late. First, there was Shopping 
andFuddng - a name that gives a pretty fair 
indication of which way the wind is blow- 
ing. Now, there’s Jim Cartwright's I Licked 
<<z Slag's Deodorant, an appellation with a 
rather more elusive range of suggestion. 
Could it be. perhaps, a play about a sim- 
ple-minded soul who has performed the 
aforesaid activity in the hope of freshening 
.his breath before setting to work on the 
slag? Then again, are we talking about 
deodorant that is still in the roll-on dis- 
penser or deodorant that is now ann pit- 
based? It would make quite a difference. 

■. In the first few seconds of Cartwright’s 
stingingly funny, wrenchingly sad produc- 
tion of this two-hander, the mastery is 
■solved. Looking like he was bom in an ill- 
fitting Oxfam suit, the excellent Tim Pot- 
ter's staring-eyed, sensitive Man - a vul- 
nerable. working-class, middle-aged and 
now mummy-less mummy’s boy - reveals 
that he licked the roll-on deodorant while 
the crack-addicted Slag (an admirably 
unsparing Polly Hemingway) was out of her 
room. A gesture of child-like dependency? 

: only comfort he gets 


In all events, it's the 


at this stage, for the Sag, desperate for a 
fix, has taken his money and run, leaving 
him to the brutal mercies, in the street out- 
side, of Batman, the drug-gangster. 

T a k i n g the couple through a disjointed 
dark night of the soul and then into the most 
surreal form erf supportive cohabitation yet 
devised by man, the play harks back, in its 
prose-poetiy idiom, to Cartwright's land- 
mark Road, that Under Milk Wood of the 
urban scrap-heap. You might dub this genre 
"Rood-rage", if it weren't for the fact that 
Cartwright’s no-hopers tend to take their 
ai^er out on themselves. They don’t analyse 
their predicament politically; instead, cour- 
tesy of Cartwright’s heightened associative 
language, they pore like proletarian Pevs- 
ners over the architectural detail of their 
existential plight. 

It's with her ravaged sensibility that 
Hemingway’s superb Slag (limbs one huge 
nervous tick; eyes on fire with wil-flecked 
contempt) grades the men who use her, 
from the “snobs who fuck like they’re cut- 
ting up a fish” to the “slow lads who look 
and look”. “They’ve lynched my cunt," she 
declares, but the political overtones of that 
verb are characteristically not followed 
up. Proving that Cartwright is on a contin- 


uum with Beckett and Bennett, the Man 
sees.ihe whole of his lonely experience in 
elegiac terms, lake the haunting way he 
imagines the last days of another cut-off 
neighbour who may have committed sui- 
cide: "The kitchen floor’s dirty and his 
cheek’s stuck to it... and there's a bottle of 
bleach and there’s no one, and the telly’s 
playing for days and days and through the 
night in the dark it's a lantern show rolling 
over his dead back.” 

Wiliam Dudley’s railinged and ban- 
quette-ringed circular set enhances the 
appalling evocativeness of the show, allow- 
ing no barrier between the rancid wetness 
of the streets and the terminal damp of the 
interiors. Is this 50-minute chamber work 
defeatist? Is h sentimental? The latter not 
at all: the couple do not “reform" one 
another in any yucky Hollywood way. Hie 
Man, for God’s sake, takes to living under 
the bed where the desperate-for-crack Slag 
continues to ply her trade willy (so to speak) 
nflly. Defeatist? Well, only if you believe that 
the sole decent way of dramatising these 
problems is through an agitprop piece that 
confidently indicates the Way Forward. 

To 21 Dec, Mon-Sal 9.30pm, RC Upstairs at 
the Ambassadors, WC2 (0171-565 5000) 



No way out the Slag (Polly Hemingway) and the 
Man (Tim Potter) Pau Ros 


Caution: hay-thresher at work 

POP Faust The Garage, London 
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1 he group’s usual instrumentation will 
be supplemented by amplified power- 
tools, arc-welder and hay-threshing 
^machinery,” promised the flier for fcusfs 
' Rock Aktion Party 96 at the Garage. As the 
group who first introduced the notion of 
industrial music back in the early Seventies, the 
power-tools and welding gear were pretty 
much par for the course, but it's not every day 
you get to see agri-tainment on a London stage, 
so the threshing offered a probably unrepeat- 
able opportunity. 

As it happens, this isn’t the only added attrac- 
• lion laid on tty the legendary Krautrock ensem- 
ble. For one piece, a oement-mixer is drafted 
in to provide a sluggish, grinding rhythm while 


the group's bassist takes to the trumpet, com- 
bining to produce an unearthly noise, which 
sounds something like an elephant’s graveyard 
must sound like at rush-hour. Oddly, it’s not in 
the least unpleasant, just different. The “usual 
instrumentation” in bust’s case isn’t exactly like 
your average pop group's, anyway: the cus- 
tomised synthesiser, tapes, guitar, drums and 
bass are routinely accompanied by a stageful of 
pipes, oil-drums, hammers and things that go 
“clonk!” very loudly. Since their introduction 
of metallic percussion into the rock vocabulary* 
groups such as Ihst Department, Pne Ubu and 
~Einstur 2 ende Neubauten maytave popularised . 

' the notion further, but none have approached 
their task with such Obvious art-terrorist gustoi ‘ 


Encased by a metal fence in front of the 
stage, a be-goggled sculptress beavers away as 
the group plays, welding chunks of metal 
together into a mutant h uman oid form, then 
using a grinder to send showers of sparks out 
across band and audience alike. For a moment, 
one wonders about fire-safety precautions -but 
only for a moment, because by the third 
“time", the basset has taken off his clothes, 
leapt into the audience and made his way over 
to a large board at the side of the room, at 
which he proceeds to fling paint from several 
■ large cans, to the accompaniment of a tape- 
loop of a mother calling her children down to 
dinner. Pinned to the board, it transpires, are 
'several hundred ‘blank album sleeves, which. 


once dry, are used as covers for a limited edi- 
tion of 300 records. 

It's not all noise and industry. Interspersed 
between the more demanding pieces are a few 
pristine mini atures featuring classical acoustic 
guitar and gently tinkling percussion. At the 
opposite extreme, the threshing machine 
doesn't disappoint when called on to provide 
a fitting condusion to the night’s work: strad- 
dling it like a colossus, the bassist dumps into 
its hopper sack after sack of dried leaves, which 
are blown out across the audience like RaiJ- 
tracks’s worst nightmare. I don’t know whether 
it was art, but it was certainly entertaining. Then 
again. I didn't have to clear up after it 

Andy Gill 


Phoenix rises 


FILM 

Dark Blood 

NFT, London 

D ark Blood was the film 
River Phoenix was mak- 
ing when he died of a 
drugs overdose. Instantly the 
stuff of legend, the movie was 
hastily abandoned, the rushes 
hidden away, and no more was 
heard erf « - until now. 

The BFI has recently been 
running what it calls' “The 
Scrip! Factory", a senes of live 
events at the NFT in which ac- 
tors do read-throughs of un- 

produced filmscripts. Having 
already served up David Lean's 
Sostnomo, this vaguely necro- 
phile season concluded by cast- 
ing just about the hottest young 
actor around. Jonathan Rhvv 
Myers. in the creepy Phoenix 
role in Dark Blood. Remember 
that name because you'll he 
hearing a good deal more 
about Rhys-Myers in 1997. 

There arc pretty obvious 
problems with these kinds of 
stagings: the scripts were writ- 
ten for cinema and should be 
cinematic, but Dark Blootl 
could easily have started life as 
a play, with its one-set feel, its 
sense of daustrophia and con- 
finement. The story is as fol- 
lows: pompous British actor 
Harry and his American wife 
Buffy break down in the Ari- 
zona desert and end up having 
to stay in an isolated shack with 
a very disturbed young man 
known only as Boy. Boy is a 
snake-frying peyote-chewing 
surviv alist. a loner who carves 
Indian-style dolls and is ob- 
sessed wi'th pornography and 
guns. This charmless sodopath 
nevertheless somehow en- 
courages Buffy to flirt with him, 
with disastrous consequences. 

It would have been a meaty 
role for Phoenix (and pretty 
similar to the pan he played 
in his last finished film. Silent 
Tongue). Certainly Rhys-My- 
ers, whom we are told has nev- 
er even been on a stage before, 
fell on it with wolfish relish. 
Myers is absolutely magnet- 


ic, acting Charles Dance, who 
made a very good Ham - (the 
Jonathan Pxycc part in the 
film), off the stage. It sent chills 
down the spine to think that 
we might well be watching the 
next Phoenix or DiCapno in 
the making. 

As a staging, the evening 
worked surprisingly well, even 
though the acton sat in chairs 
with minimal props, for most 
of the time. It was Myers who 
dispelled occasional laziness 
from the mure seasoned hands 
tempted to roll through on au- 
topilot, and Clare Higgins as 
Buffy picked up many flashes 
of Myers' youthful vigour. On 
the right hand side of the stage 
sat two narrators, Veronica 
Hicks and Ted Maynard, also 
silling, whose wurd-pdintings 
of the pitiless but hcautiiul 
desert gave a haunting air to 
the proceedings. 

Jim Biirton. who wrote the 
screenplay, directed the stag- 
ing and talked very briefly at 
the beginning. There was a 
sense of hisioty about the 
whole occasion as Barton re- 
counted the fateful filming, and 
his hopes that the movie will 
still he made { on a low budget, 
perhaps even with Myers, he 
loki me afterwards). It certainly 
deserves to happen, although 
•one day. no doubt, computer 
technology will he such as to al- 
low Phoenix to reclaim his 
starring role, albeit in simula- 
tion (rather like Brandon Lee's 
The Crow). It seems that 
Phoenix in fact eomplcicd 
some of the most extreme 
scenes before he died, includ- 
ing his character's violent end, 
a mere two days before his own 
in the Viper Room in LA 

But happily it wasn’t the 
ghost of untimely death that 
hovered over the performance. 
It was the ghost of promise in 
the thin frame of another hun- 
gry. youthful actor. 

Roger Clarke 


Jasper Rees on TV and Robert Hanks 
on radio now appear on page 27 
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, THE PLAT 

Plunder 


Silly asses, young gels, 
upper-dass twits, a 
battfeaxe, a bounder and 
lots of cut-glass accents 
rush around in this Ben 
Travers farce. Written in 
1928, It centres around a 
bungled jewellery robbery 
on a country house 
weekend. Griff Rhys 
Jones, Sara Crowe and 
Kevin McNally star in a 
production directed by 
Peter James. 


Paul Taylor was not 
amused. “Not even Griff 
Rhys Jones's gentle genius 
for this genre can endear 
you to Plunder . m -‘ It has 
passed its sell-by date," 
agreed the Guardian. 
“LackEsl toe right sense of 
fluster and sufficient 
farcical pace - plodding 
where it should canter," 
noted the Standard. “Not 
exactly oversophisticated. 
But who experts Travers to 
be Coward or Feydeau?’ 
indulged the Times. “A 
show for Rhys Jones fans," 
conceded the FT. "A richly 
entertaining evening and 
' pleasure is increased tty 
the knowledge that prigs in 
the audience will be -having 
a terrible time," smirked 
toe Telegraph. 


At the Savoy Theatre, 
London W1 to 1 Feb. 
(0171-836 8888) 


This play .could possibly be 
saved by good direction. 
That Is precisely 
what’s missing 
here. 


A 


THE TV DRAMA 

Moll Flanders 


A four-part dramatisation 
for (TV of The Fortunes 
and Misfortunes of Moll 
Flanders, a bawdy 
romance by Daniel Defoe, 
adapted by toe ubiquitous 
Andrew Davies, directed 
by David Attwood and 
promising 17 bedroom 
scenes. Starring Alec 
Kington as the “17th 
century fox" of ITV’s huge 
poster campaign. 


Thomas Sutcliffe was 
deeply grateful that (TV 
was screening primetime 
drama. “Even if Moll had 
been played by Samantha 
Fox... I would have tried to 
be encouraging and, in 
truth, it was a lot better 
than that" “Terrific 
entertainment value, stylish 
and fast-moving ... I shall 
be watching their every 
move, using stow-motion 
replays where necessary,” 
salivated the Mail. "Has 
pace but lacks rhythm, as 
if rushing through the 
boring bits," sniffed the 
Times. “Kingston gives a 
throbbing performance 
approved the Guardian, "if 
toe Olympics had existed, 
she could have bonked for 
Britain," yelped toe Mirror. 


Parts 3 & 4 on 1TV on 
Sunday & Monday at 9pm. 


A suitably saucy romp. 




TIE HUM 


Home for the 
Holidays 


Jodie Foster’s latest 
directorial outing is a film 
about family values put to 
the test over Thanksgiving. 
Her cast is ripe with acting 
talent from young mother 
HoJjy Hunter and her gay 
brother Robert Downey 
Jnr, Anne Bancroft and 
Charles Dumlng as their, 
parents, to Geraldine 
Chaplin as a mad aunt 


Adam Mars- Jones sighed 
at the inevitable mellowing 
from snow to slush. "As 
neutral as water - but 
nowhere near as useful." 
“Foster works everyone too 
hard in an effort to lighten 
up,” judged the Standard. 
"Perceptive moments are 
followed by rowdy excess. 
Best appreciated In small 
doses,’ havered the 
Times. "Pushes the &gs 
too hard ... may look 
better on the small 
screen/ winced Time Out. 
“Bad drama, or, more 
accurately, no drama," 
pronounced the Spectator. 
“Sixty four turkeys were 
used in filming toe 
Christmas dinner, which 
makes 65 in all,” 
shuddered toe FT. 


Cert 15. On general 
release. 


Initially less saccharine 
than you expect but 
ultimately 
disappointing. 
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Better than 
bacteria 

Colin Tudge takes issue with 
the PC line on evolution 


Life’s Grandeur by Stephen Jay Gould, Cape, £16.99 



L ife’s Grandeur, GouJd tells us, is “a 
companion volume of sorts to my 
earlier book, Wonderful Life ” And 
so it is. That was largely spurious 
as welL Both are magnificent flights of 
rhetoric, unique in the canon of 20th-cen- 
tury science. But, in the end, they're a 
massacre of straw men, most of whom 
were heavily mildewed well before Gould 
set about them. Gould’s prose is indeed 
brilliant if a shade otiose - must trees 
always be “arborescent”? - but its fiiiy sig- 
nifies nothing very much and what it does 
is largely beside the point. It realty is time 
that somebody pointed this out 
Thus, in Wonderfid Life , Gould told us 
that living things have not realty become 
more varied this past 500 million years as 
we thought they had, because the Burgess 
Shale fossils of the Mid-Cambrian period 
contained a host of weird and wonderful 
forms that don't exist any more. 

In Life’s Grandeur he assures us that 
evolution does not lead to biological 
progress. In this, in fact, most modem 
biologists would agree with him but for 
the wrong reasons. Many, like Gould, 
have reacted too impetuously to late 
19th-century bullishness. Thus, in the 
years after Darwin, many biologists and 
philosophers (but not Darwin himself!) 
tried to argue that natural selection was 
bound to produce super-intelligent crea- 
tures like us, since intelligence is sure to 
be advantageous. They went on to argue 
that human beings are superior to other 
creatures because we are “more highly 
evolved”; and suggested that some sub- 
sections of the human species - races - 
are superior to others for the same rea- 
sons. Finally, they suggested, such supe- 
rior creatures have a “right” to rule over 
the others. Thus, under the borrowed 
cloak of Darwinian theory, they re- 
invented Genesis in its least attractive and 
most authoritarian mode. 


Gould is quite right to expose such 
junk, and did so many years ago in The 
Mismeasure of Man. But we should not 
throw out intriguing babies with sullied 
bathwater nor replace 19th-century meta- 
physics with 20th-century political cor- 
rectness. For the crude post-Darwinians 
made three mistakes Gould does not 
dearly spell out; and he falls into fresh 
errors of his own. First, their science was 
bad; so, for example, there is no biologi- 
cal reason to suggest that any human race 
is superior to any orher. Equally mistak- 
enly, they conflated “progress” with “des- 
tiny”, and argued that the presence of any 
superior-seeming life form was somehow 
inevitable. Third, they conflated biologi- 
cal progress with moral advance, which is 
bad philosophy. As G. E. Moore later 
pointed out, what is “right” cannot sim- 
ply be inferred from what is “natural”. So 
the idea of evolutionary progress has been 
perverted, but if we reject it out of hand 
we will miss some very important insights. 

To provide himself with a windmill at 
which to tilt, Gould first tells us that .“we” 
arc “driven to view evolution’s thrust as 
predictable and progressive in order to 
place a positive spin upon geology's most 
frightening fact - the restriction of human 
existence to the last sliver of earthly time". 
Is that frightening? Really? Spiders, per- 
haps, if their legs are too long, but old 
rocks? But let us suspend incredulity and 
see where he is leading us. It is to tell us 
that we define progress according to cri- 
teria that are “obviously concocted, if we 
would only be honest and introspective 
enough about our motives, to place Homo 
sapiens atop a supposed heap.” 

Even Gould has. to admit that this is a 
bit strong, for not everyone accepts “the 
maximally simplistic account of a single 
[evolutionary] ladder, with humans on 
top". On behalf of the half dozen or so 
who do, Gould assures us that Homo sapi- 


Communfcating by ewe-mall: Laptop Sheep from Sowa’s Ark, an enchanted bestiary by Michael Sowa, (T&H) 


my in practice occupies just one twiglet 
on an Tloridty arborescent" evolutionary 
tree, that there is nothing about us or any 
other .creature to justify any thought of 
progress, and that indeed there are no 
evolutionary “trends" by which such 
progress might be gauged. In fact, we are 
evolutionary dead-ends and general 
washouts, and would treat other creatures 
with more respect if only we realised this. 

Well, I certainly support Gould’s con- 
clusions that we should treat our fellow 
creatures better. But the argument that 
leads him there is simply an exercise in 
schoolmanship, of the kind that 12th-cen- 
tury abbots used to dazzle unruly acolytes. 
First, Gould castigates Victorian meta- 
physics not with biology, but with a meta- 
physics of his own by appealing to the slip- 
pery concepts of dominance and success. 
Then - a neat piece of tautology - he 
defines success in a wot that makes' his 
argument irrefutable. Thus he equates 
“successful” with “numerous" so that 


creatures like us or peregrines or ele- 
phants must always rank below bacteria 
because there are so many more of them. 
And I thought ii was because bacteria are 
smaller, which gives them more room. 

But if we argue that a scientist should 
appeal to what is measurable, and if we 
do as every philosopher should and com- 
pare like with like, then trends, and 
progress, come roaring through the evo- 
lutionary tree. In lineage after lineage, 
creatures become measurably better at 
what they do as the generations pass. Any 
engineer can see that modern fish swim 
better than ancient fish. Their skeletons 
are lighter and more flexible, the bone is 
where it needs to be, and there are more 
places to attach a more intricate array of 
muscles. Furthermore, lineage after lin- 
eage - mackerel, herring salmon, tunny 
- independently developed these refine- 
ments. Similarly, pigeons, peregrines, 
swallows and albatrosses independently 
improved, measurably and unequivocally, 


on the flying skills of Archaeopteryx. Each 
line shows progress, objectively measur- 
able by the people - engineers - who have 
the dearest view of what progress means. 

To be sure, no Cambrian era zoologist 
could have predicted that we, Homo 
sapiens, would come on the scene 500 mil- 
lion years later, or that any creature would 
develop our particular brands of con- 
sciousness and language. Evolution does 
depend to a large extent on time and 
chance, so we can't predict any particu- 
lar outcome. But the lack of such preci- 
sion does not imply an absence of trends. 
That sentience would develop in some life 
form was absolutely on the cards. 

Life itself was always likefy, and is prob- 
‘abty common throughout the universe. 
Early living slime was always liable to 
divide into discrete organisms. Organisms 
were always likely to separate ecologically 
Into autotrophs, which feed themselves 
like plants, and heterotrophs, which eat 
autotrophs as anim als do. Autotropy and 


heterotrophy each evolved many times on 
earth, in scores of lineages. 

Heterotrophs can feed mon. efficiently 
if they are sentient - and sentience has 
also evolved many times. And sentience 
is always liable to upgrade mio mental 
orocessing, as octopuses, insects, and 

fSSm independently demonstrate. 

Among vertebrates, mammals intell - 
gence generally has a more flexible qual- 
ity than birds’; and among mammals, por- 
poises, monkeys, squirrels, pigs and dogs 
Independently evolved impressive intel- 
ligence from the small-brained mam- 
malian ancestor that they shared about to 
million years ago. If group after group 
independentty pursue the same line then 
we can infer a trend, especially if we con 
find very good reasons why such a trend 
should have been favoured. 

lb argue, as Gould does, that there is 
no such trend because the majority of 
creatures - that is, bacteria - did not grow 0 
more intelligent is sophistry and sleight 
of band. Bacteria did not have the option 
of intelligence and neitherwould natural 
selection have favoured them if they hod, 
for an introspective salmonella would lose 
out to one that focused on the more 
immediate task of decomposition. 

The feet that bacteria did not become 
extinct when clever mammals appeared 
has nothing to do with the case. The two 
categories of creature occupy different 
niches and rarely compete directly. Sig- 
nificantly, the small-brained mammals 
which are obliged to compete with brainy 
ones have laigety gone by the board 
except when they occupy very special 
niches - like koalas or moles. 

In short, when you look at nature 
objectively you do see progress in lineage 
after lineage. You see definite trends that 
do not represent simply an adaptation to 
a particular niche but a more general 
response to the universal problems of 
gravity, behavioural flexibility and so on. 

No one lineage was destined to give rise 
to Homo sapiens, but it would always be 
on the cards that some creature wouId£ 
develop some kind of intelligence, and w 
many have done so: To argue otherwise 
is to erect a metaphysics that may be more 
PC than that of the imperial Victorians, 
but is still no more acceptable. Life's 
Grandeur, like Wonderfid Life, is obfus- 
cation. Life is indeed both wonderful and 
grand, but it is still too short for such stuff. 
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Finding your Nietzsche in the 21st century 

Geoff Dyer discovers the human - all too human - side of a great iconoclast 


Nietzsche in Turin by Lesley Chamberlain, Quartet £10 


T he first thing I did on finding myself 
in Turin a few years ago was to visit 
Piazza Carlo Alberto. Massive con- 
struction work was underway. The noise 
of grinding metal and pounding jack-ham- 
mers was deafening. It was impossible to 
stay for more than a few minutes, but I 
was standing where Nietzsche - who 
aimed to “philosophise with a hammer" 
- suffered his final breakdown. 

According to legend, in January 1889, 
Nietzsche, having witnessed a cab-driver 
flogging his horse, flung his arms round 
the nag’s neck and collapsed. He had 
shown signs of increasing mental insta- 
bility for some time - the brain-rotting 
consequence of teniaiy syphilis. There- 
after. apart from odd interludes of lucid- 
ity, he remained helplessly bed-ridden for 
the last 12 years of his life. 


Lesley Chamberlain’s love of Niet- 
zsche lured her to Turin for a prolonged 
engagement with the philosopher's life 
and work. Her book recounts an intel- 
lectual and physical pilgrimage taken to 
befriend the strange, solitaiy figure who 
claimed to “walk among men as among 
fragments of the future”. A centiuy later, 
when it is difficult to imagine how we 
would recognise ourselves without 
recourse to the inventories Nietzsche 
compiled of those fragments, he still has 
need of such friendships. As recently as 
1992 John Carey sought in The Intellec- 
tuals and the Masses to get away with a 
travesty of Nietzsche's thought. Camus 
was right’ “we shall never finish making 
reparation for the injustice done to him.” 

Chamberlain’s first gesture of repara- 
tion is to greet Nietzsche as he arrives at 


Turin railway station in spring 1888. She 
offers a detailed itineraiy of the philoso- 
pher’s daily life over the next ten months. 
In a period of astonishing creativity he 
composed The Case of Wagner, Twiligjht 
of the Idols, The Anti-Christ and the bril- 
liantly deranged autobiography, Ecce 
Homo. We come to know Nietzsche - and 
Turin - intimately in these pages. This is 
extremely helpful, for Nietzsche's “phi- 
losophy" was often a coded expression of 
a day-to-day existence in which solitude 
and illness “magnified every common per- 
ception” to the point of frenzied illumi- 
nation. A febrile combination of infirmity 
and resilience, Nietzsche was obsessive 
about climate, diet and exercise. 

The regularity of his working habits, 
however, could not prevent the increas- 
ing wildness of his thoughts. Unknown 


outside a small circle of converts, he was 
derided by local children, who filled his 
umbrella with pebbles which cascaded 
over him when it was opened. His mega- 
lomania became both petty - a waitress 
kept back the sweetest grapes for him, be 
was sure; he had only to think of some- 
one and presto! a letter from them 
arrived - and colossal His books were 
among the greatest gifts that had ever 
been vouchsafed to mankind; he would 
become “a destiny”; his fame would 
exceed all reckoning. 

About the grapes and letters we can’t 
be sure, but his delusions of posthumous 
grandeur were spot odl A vehement 
“anti-anti-Semite”, he even hinted, in 
Ecce Homo, at the hideous irony by 
which his work would be distorted - 
thanks, largely, to his sister - to provide 


a philosophical underpinning for Nazism. 

Initially, Chamberlain’s stance is French 
Lieutenant s Woman-ish but she gradually 
eases back from quasi-novelistic inter- 
ventions in favour of spirited exposition. 
This is almost literally a nipping com- 
mentary. Nietzsche liked to work while 
out walking; he distrusted any thoughts 
that came to him indoors. This puts 
many commentators at a disadvantage. 
Alexander Nehama’s Nietzsche : Life as 
Literature is an example of the kind of 
library-bound analysis to which Nietzsche 
in Turin is such a sprightly alternative. 

Much of its spring comes from the way 
that it seems to have been written on the 
move, in hotels or on trains to and from 
Turin. This gives her writing great imme- 
diacy but her book would have benefited 
from some sedentary revision. There are 


far too many mistakes in it. 

' There are other weaknesses. A few 
speculative passages are grounded in 
conjecture and some of the ideas could 
have done with closer scrutiny, but the 
momentum and angle of approach should 
cany readers over such hindrances in 
anticipation of the insights to come. 

She is right, for instance, to emphasise 
that although Nietzsche has been pack- 
aged in images drawn from German 
Romanticism, he is more accurately seen 
as Munch pictured him in his “allegori- 
cal portrait”; the harbinger of the rippling, 
curdled colours of European expression- 
•'ism. “How to move out of the 19th cen- 
tury”; that was the question Nietszche’s 
readers found posed in his work. But for 
us, as Chamberlain's book demonstrates, 
he also points the way into the 21st. 


All your life you’re dreaming 

Peter Parker tags along on some nocturnal excursions 

The Tiger Garden: A Book of Writers' Dreams edited by Nicholas Royle . Serpent's Tail, £9.99 



A su re way of making peo- 
ple's eyes glaze over is ro 
announce: “I had the 
most extraordinary dream last 
night". Yet to the dreamer 
these nocturnal excursions arv 
extraordinary. They both sug- 
gest a life beyond the quotid- 
ian and reveal imaginative 
powers many people would be 
unable to access when awake. 
Writers might he thought to 
have a particularly interesting 
library of dreams and, more 
importantly, ought to be able 
to recount them with skill. 

Nicholas Royle had the 
dCTcr idea of inviting over 200 
writers to send him accounts 
of their dreams. No one was 
paid and all royalties go to 
Amnesty International, an 
organisation which spends 
much of its time attempting to 
alleviate waking nightmares. 
“In a bid to retain the oneiric 
atmosphere,” he writes, “I 
' have allowed those dreams 
scribbled down in haste to 
remain...as a result, there will 
be infelicities of language, 
there will be syntactical short- 
cuts, there will be liberties 
taken which these writers 
would not dream of taking in 
fiction." The problem with 


many contributions, however, 
is not that they have been 
dashed off but that they’ lack 
style. With some notable 
exceptions, there is not a great 
deal here that is interesting as 
writing. This might not matter 
if all the contributors were cel- 
ebrated figures; even the 
hastily scribbled dreams of 
Doris Lessing, Will Self, 
Christine Brooke-Rose, 
Michael Ondaatje. William 
Wharton and Hilary Mantel 
would be worthwhile. There 
are many more well-known 
writers here, but an equal, if 
not greater, number of names 
unfamiliar outside genre fic- 
tion. One would think that 
writers of SF, fantasy and hor- 
ror would be particularly good 
at dreams, but this proves not 
always to be the case. 

In the wonderful introduc- 
tion to Behold, this Dreamer!. 
his classic 1939 anthology of 
dreams and related subjects. 
Walter de la Mare warned 
that “waking recollection” of 
a night’s travels into unknown 
realms “is difficult to translate 
into those obstinate and arti- 
ficial symbols, words". Some 
of Royle’s contributors 
(Nicholas Freeling, Giles 



Tiger visions by Nicholas Royle and John Oakey 


Gordon) try too hard, some 
hardly at all. Fortunately, oth- 
ers have overcome the diffi- 
culty triumphantly. Desmond 
Hogan’s recurring dream of 
Nazi persecution and ghostly 
children has been made into 
a beautifully shaped short 
story, Liza Cody's vision of a 
hospital where the uniquely 
warm blood of Sephardic Jews 
is drained into a central-heat- 
ing system in order to coddle 
the premature twins of the 
Empress of China is very well 


V 


recounted and authentically 
bizarre; Patrick McGrath’s 
four sentences about fallin g 
into the carcass of a chicken 
the size of a house is alone 
worth the cover price. 

Jack Kerouac's observa- 
tion that “the fact that every- 
body fa the world dreams 
every night ties all mankind 
together" provides Royle 
with an apt epigraph. It is 
reassuring to learn, for exam- 
ple, that even famous people 
dream of famous people. 


Robert Browning, Paul 
McCartney, Eric Cantona, 
Tony Curtis. Anthony 
Burgess (with boyfriend), 
Picasso and Dvorak (duet- 
ting) and Salvador Dali all 
put in cameos. Michael Car- 
son and Bernard MaeLaverty 
dream of royalty, while DJ. 
Taylor dreams of A.S. Byatt, 
who is unable to return the 
compliment, dreaming 
instead of Iris Murdoch. (By 
way of compensation, Taylor 
appears in the dreams of the 
editor.) 

Contributors relive unfor- 
tunate episodes from then: 
past. Louis de Berni&res 
returns to Sandhurst; 
Jonathan Coe is still playing 
keyboards with The Peer 
Group. Suspiciously few 
admit to any sexual episodes 
- not even Fiona Pitt-Kethley. 

“Dreams, alas, resemble far 
too frequentty a tale told by an 
idiot" wrote de la Mare, “sig- 
nifying even less than the lit- 
erature he may reserve for his 
noonday." While The Tiger 
Garden reveals less of the cre- 
ative processes than its pub- 
lisher claims, it is nevertheless 
an oddly beguiling, and 
beguilingty odd, collection. 




Victorian values 

Boyd Tonkin enters a satirical time-warp 


A Vicious Circle by Amanda Craig, Fourth Estate, £15.99 


S torms in teacups don’t 
come much frothier than 
the spat that postponed 
this oddly Victorian panorama 
of high and low life in 1990s 
London. Some months ago, a 
journalist read a proof and 
decided that he recognised 
himself in Amanda Craig’s 
mordant anti-hero. Lawyers 
lumbered into action; Hanaish 
Hamilton dropped the novel; 
Fburth Estate picked it up. A 
new preface talks archly of 
“satirical archetypes" with no 
resemblance intended, etc... 
(Tfcll that to the model for 
portly “Ben GorgLe”, editor of 
“Grunt", who promotes the 
“dirty axle” school of fiction.) 

This quarrel helped to 
prove Craig's point. Through- 
out the book - and in accor- 
dance with its core metaphor 
- intelligence and talent turn 
inwards, reflect themselves, 
chase their own t ails. Beyond 
the media's hall of mirrors, 
where “venom is the elixir of 
success”, single m ums on sink 
estates languish while dying 
vagrants moan In run-down A 
and Es. Head and heart, word 
and deed, culture and society, 
all drift as far apart as the 
“Slouch. Club" elite and the 


tower-block poor, now linked 
only by Dickensian bonds of 
secret kinship or household 
service. Coincidence alone 
unites the scum and dregs. 

The social-climbing pundit 
Marie Crawley reaches the top 
in “a monstrous glide of sav- 
age indignation". He dumps 
his kind Irish girlfriend Mary 
for the gilded heiress Amelia, 
daughter of the Maxwellian 
magnate Max de Monde (a 
premise that recalls Aldous 
Huxley’s Point Counterpoint). 
Pregnancy deepens Amelia 
while Mary befriends Adam, a 
martyred gay novelist. And, 
together with a saintly medic, 
Tom, the heroic lone mother 
Grace opens up our views 
into an abyss of suffering. 

Al first, Mary wreaks her 
revenge by out-bitching Mark 
with “tawdry, spiteful rub- 
bish” as a reviewer. Then she 
re-invents herself as an angel 
in the house while Adam dies 
slowly of AIDS (“the usual"). 
Meanwhile, the fleshly fixer 
Ivo Sponge - literary editor 
and serial groper - embodies 
a venal journalistic market 
ruled by “fear and favour”. 

Vice and Virtue thump 
each other senseless like pup- 


pets in a Soho Punch-and- 
Judy show. Only Amelia's 
pregnancy and motherhood - 
with magnificent scenes of a 
life “devoid of logic, radiant 
with feelintf - realty shift into 
a higher gear. Otherwise, the 
assault on “cruelty and cal- 
lousness" still leaves room for 
some pretty coarse-grained 
phrase-making. A Filipina 
maid has a “simian gaze”; 
nurses show “bovine good 
nature” and so on. You wonder 
if Crawley’s snobbish, carping 
spirit has triumphed after alL 
Craig finds herself trapped 
in the vicious circle of the 
mainstream British novel Ter- 
rified of too much intellectual 
strain, it can only voice social 
unease in ever-fierccr bouts of 
join-the-dots moralism. Thus 
Max dc Monde may fly a heli- 
copter, but as a plutocratic vil- 
lain he doesn’t add a lot to 
Trollope’s Melmotte. Indeed, 
our satirical novels have 
changed much less than the 
world they try to scourge. This 
one delivers plenty of gratify- 
ing wit and rage - but for a 
glimpse into a media hell that 
belongs to our fin-de-siiclc 
rather than the last, read Ful- 
Move by Gordon Burn aswelL 
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Making a drama out of a crisis 


> John Campbell on the master builder’s shaky foundations 

Henrik Ibsen: A New Biography by Robert Ferguson, Richard Cohen Books, £25 


A t the time of his death in 1906 
Ibsen was second only to Tol- 
stoy as an internationally- 
acclaimed writer. His 70th 
birthday was celebrated in Scandi- 
navia like a royal jubilee, and marked 
respectfully around the world. His 
sombre dress, something between a 
priest and an undertaker, made his 
image recognisable from Peking to 
Buenos Aires. He shunned publicity, 
yet his, unchanging habits, sitting 
always hi the same seat in the same 
cafe, made him a tourist attraction. 
And every two years he delivered a 
new play - each more bleak, enig- 
matic and personal than the last - for 
his public to argue over. 

Ninety years on the plays are still 
performed as regularly as ever. Ibsen 
has never gone out of fashion. He is 
a revolutionary who has not dated. It 
is no exaggeration to claim , as Robert 
Ferguson does, ihar Ibsen “crealed 
the modem theatre.’’ When he 
switched in mid-career (around 1877) 
horn rambling historical-poetic dra- 
mas to tightly plotted, small-cast plays 
treating contemporary domestic crises 
with unflinching psychological realism 
he invented a new genre which 
opened the way to Chekhov, Strind- 
berg. Tennessee Willi ams , Arthur 
Miller. AJbee and Pinter - as well as 
much cinema and television drama. 

Ferguson's is the first new biogra- 
phy since MichaeJ Meyer's triple- 
decker 25 years ago. It comes tr ailing 
rave reviews from Norway and boasts 
some new material on Ibsen’s early 
struggles; but Ferguson's main dif- 
ference from Meyer is in interpreta- 
tion. He presents a less reverential, 
more personal portrait of the man 
and his demons. He is also good on 
Scandinavian cultural politics and 
Ibsen’s ambivalent attitude to emerg- 
ing Norwegian nationalism. 

Ferguson has more time than most 


English critics for Ibsen’s early plays 
- such as The Vikings at Helgoland 
Love's Comedy and The League of 
Youth - which are rarely if ever per- 
formed here. He sees The Pretenders 
as a tragedy comparable loMacbeth; 
makes a good academic case for the 
huge unactable verse-drama about 
Julian the Apostate, The Emperor and 
The Galilean; and sees Brand and Peer 
Gynt aS UPChaDCM Pa b lC n re agrpiRTPS. 

By contrast, be is a stern critic of 
the “modem" plays, though not 
always a convincing one. For exam- 
ple, he thinks /l DoS's House flawed 
by Ibsen’s ‘’contempt" for the char- 
acter of Nora’s husband, TorvaJd 
Helmer, whom he dismisses as a 
monstrous caricature. Yet a letter 
from Ibsen to Laura Kieler, the real- 
life model for Nora - who committed 
exactly the same crime as Nora for 
exactly the same reason and whose 
husband reacted in the same way as 
Torvald - shows that Ibsen believed 
that LaurayNora should have thrown 
herself on her husband's mercy, and 
that it was his duty to protect her. Tor- 
vald is not a villain, but simply reacts 
properly by his - and Ibsen’s - lights. 
What is extraordinary about Ihsen the 
artist is that he could put so much cre- 
ative empathy into Nora’s side of the 
argument as welL 

Few writers display a starker 
dichotomy between art and life. Out- 
wardly, he was the most respectable 
bourgeois who ever lived, obsessed 
with status and honours. Yet from 
somewhere inside himself he was 
able to conjure rebellious spirits like 
Nora, Hedda Gabier and Rebecca 
West. Ibsen always denied that A 
Doll’s House was a feminist tract, 
although it still carries a feminist 
charge today. Yet it also bears a uni- 
versal message, for Ibsen put a lot of 
himself - his other self - into Nora. 
So it is with all his characters. Fergu- 


son’s biography is at its best in leas- 
ing out these conflicts and tracing 
their recurrence in his plays. 

TWo traumas scarred his childhood 
and adolescence. First his father, a 
prosperous merchant, was ruined in 
unexplained circumstances when 
Ibsen was seven. The social humilia- 
tion in a status-conscious society drove 
young Henrik in on himself, but also 
drove him on: be grew up solitary but 
intensely ambitious. Social disgrace 
haunts his characters from Nils 
Krogstad to John Gabriel Borkraan 

Second, he fathered an illegiti- 
mate child at 18. His early struggles 
were exacerbated by the obligation, 
enforced by the courts, to pay main- 
tenance until the boy was 15. Ibsen 
buried the episode and had nothing 
to do with mother or child for the rest 
of their lives. But the secret haunted 
him and the ghost of illegitimacy 
stalks his plat's. 

After that one expensive aberration 
he largely suppressed his sexuality. He 
did marry, however, and was excep- 
tionally fortunate in his wife. Susan- 
nah, a’ woman both strong and sup- 
portive. Later, they grew apart and 
Ibsen developed an old man’s senti- 
mental tendnsse for a succession of 
younger womeaHs last four plays all 
explore the theme of a dying mar- 
riage; but in his very last. When We 
Dead Awaken , the sculptor Rubek 
returns to his first love and they die 
together in an avalanche. 

The wonder is that Ibsen managed 
to mine so much from such a narrow 
seam of life. He once suggested that 
he deliberately closed off the socia- 
ble, anarchic side of his character as 
a way of concentrating his energies on 
his work, like damming a river to gen- 
erate electric power. It is a telling 
image. Ferguson's excellent biography 
helps to flluminate the process. But 
it is still a miracle. 


Kissing love goodbye 

Lucasta Miller enjoys a sentimental education 


— Zoe Trope by Amanda Ptantera, Bloomsbury, £14.99 


T hose who have already met 
Amanda Prantera’s heroine 
in Proto ZoS will have been 
looking forward to finding out how 
that engaging child would grow up. 
\bu don’t have to read the earlier 
book, though, to be able to enjoy 
this next instalment of Zoe’s sen- 
timental education, in which she 
finds herself ready for love, but 
serially disappointed by what the 
male sex has to offer. 

The novel is constructed as a 
series of bite-sized chunks, one 
chapter in turn for each of the men 
in Zoe’s life, beginning with the 
prototype - her father - and end- 
ing with a tantalising glimpse of Mr 
Right. Narrated by Zoe herself, in 
a confiding, anecdotal voice, it 
opens with a flashback to child- 
hood, which shows what a confus- 
ing notion of love the 10 -year-old 
must have picked up from observ- 
ing the bitter-sweet family romance 
played out between her father and 
grandmother. 

Don’t be deceived, though, by 
the apparent diagnosis of an Elec- 
tra Complex into supposing that 
Prantera takes a psychoanalytical 


approach towards her heroine. 
Zoe wouldn’t be able to charm us 
if she didn’t have emotions we 
could identify with, but she is fun- 
damentally a fantasy, not a patient 
on a couch with a complex inner 
life. In the same way, the upper- 
class world in which she moves has 
a fairytale patina to it (most char- 
acters live in grand country houses 
and don’t have to work for a liv- 
ing); and the action of the novel 
appears to take place in a timeless, 
nostalgic bubble. 

For someone so obviously attrac- 
tive - she is as full of life as her 
name implies - ZoS seems to have 
pretty bad luck with men. The 
golden boy who gives her her first 
snog at a party turns unaccountably 
nasty; the dashing French aristo- 
crat with the Byronic limp exudes 
an unpleasant odour; the nice 
Cambridge undergraduate with a 
sense of humour is hopelessfy 
unfanciable; and one can onfy sur- 
mise that the Italian low-life must 
have appealed to her more 
masochistic instincts. One begins to 
sympathise with her father who, 
like Mr Ryder in Brideshead Revis- 


ited, enjoys toting the young men 
she invites home by adopting per- 
verse opinions. Yet one of Zofi’s 
most appealing characteristics is 
her ability to walk away unscathed: 
she doesn't let it get her down 
when she discovers that her bald- 
ing philosophy professor wasn’t 
interested in her mind after all, and 
shecan resist the lures of a wealthy 
Roman Don Giovanni 
At only 147 pages, and with big 
margins at that, this is a tiny book, 
bur one which has been beautifully 
put together by someone who 
really knows her craft Its wit and 
rather Mitfordisb charm are highly 
seductive, and despite its 
undoubted whimsy it manages to 
avoid being sentimental. The prose 
is impeccable and there are just 
enough moments of poignancy - as 
when Zoe contemplates the early 
death of a best friend - to prevent 
it from being too sweet though 
these shadows are never allowed to 
grow into anything really upsetting. 
This is classy light literature for the 
hedonistic reader - the novelistic 
equivalent of some sophisticated 
pudding crowned with spun sugar. 
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Henrik Ibsen: “the ghost of ifligttimacy stalks his plays” 


Tall boy’s story 

Carol Birch applauds an enriching tale of true love 


The Giant's House by Elizabeth McCracken, Cape, £9.99 


E lizabeth McCracken's debut 
novel is a small masterpiece, 
profound, subtle and harmo- 
nious. It presents the memoir of 
Peggy Cort, small town librarian of 
BrewsteiVOle, Cape Cod: a cynical 
meticulous woman whose leisurely 
narration greets us with the words 
“I do not love mankind". In 1950, 
at the age of 25, Peggy’s only pas- 
sion is her work, the joy of which 
fills her with ‘Tear and love and 
courage and endless wonder," 
making of a mundane job an arr 
and vocation. 

“A library," she says, “is a gor- 
geous language that you will never 
speak fluently.” She acknowledges 
that she is odd. poignantly captur- 
ing the unplanned ways in which 
we stumble into our identities: 
“Every morning I walked along the 
gravel path from my house to the 
sidewalk, thinking, ‘Is this who I 
am? A lonely person?*" 

Then into her library walks 
James Carlson Sweatt, eleven years 
old and over six feet tall. Until his 
death at the age of 20 , eight and a 
half feet tall and still growing. 
Peggy loves James. She accompa- 


nies him through each stage of his 
life: the death of his mother; the 
teenage years when despite his 
popularity it becomes apparent 
that he will never get the girl; 
celebrity: the snapping cameras of 
tourists; the Intrusions of the med- 
ical profession; even an appear- 
ance with Bamum and Bailey. 
Throughout. James remains an 
ordinary boy, a nice kid who reads 
a lot, teaches himself magic tricks 
out of books, embraces hobbies 
with youthful enthusiasm and 
dreams of travel and adventure. 
But James is a bolting plant, weak- 
ened by his great size. 

The Giant's House has several 
dimensions. There is a fairy-tale 
motif, with a shoe that fits and an 
unimaginable lover. There is the 
straightforward chronicling of the 
practicalities of being different, 
the unaccustomed paean of praise 
to order and precision. But above 
all, this Is a love sloiy, one so 
unusual and delicately handled 
that it fits no tradition. It says far 
more about that overused word, 
love, than any dewy romance or 
torrid sex feast. “O girls," says 


Peggy, “what is said passionately 
evaporates, it’s what’s said as a 
matter of fact that is precious and 
damaging and lasting as a brand." 
McCracken's depiction of an 
unfashionable, faithful, selfless 
kind of love, at its most profound 
in the eveiyday. sticks in the mind 
and enriches. It is rare indeed in 
modern fiction. 

This is good, hard, clear prose, 
precise and unpretentious, poetic 
when it needs to be but lacking the 
self-regarding bombast and mere- 
tricious courting of the special 
effecL that mars much new writing. 
McCracken's work is refreshing 
and exhilarating, deeply' moving 
but absolutely lacking in senti- 
mentality. deserving of accolades at 
a time when certain adjectives - 
stunning, brilliant, remarkable - 
have become debased through 
overuse. When these words are 
routinely tossed around to describe 
the undistinguished or moderately 
good, how is the jaded reviewer to 
describe the real thing? Perhaps I 
should just say that it's been years 
since I've read anything as good as 
this novel. 



The book 
you 

meant to 
read 


The Alexandria Quartet 

(1957*60) 
by Lawrence Durrell 

Plot: Durrell regards 77i«' 
(toiirftf us a single work. Set 
in pre-war Alexandria, the 
first three parts view the 
same Mnr\ from different 
angles: the lust part provides 
a genuine* sequel. 

In Justine, the novelist. Dor- 
Icy, recalls his life with 
Melissa, the dancer, and love 
for Justine, wife of the Cop- 
tic hanker, Nessim. The 
hook bulges with weirdies 
including the unisi Clca; 
Furscw jrden. a novelist who 
kids himself, and Balthazar, 
n doctor. 

Balthazar has the cjx>minous 
doctor criticising Darky's 
manuscript of J:i\titic. U 
appears that Nessim and Jus- 
tine were plotting a coup on 
behalf ol Jewish and Coptic 
groups. Darky was a pawn: 
Justine's real ioie was for 
Purscwarden. 

Mouittolnv is told in the 
third person. David Mounto- 
live is the conventional 
British ambassador. Pursc- 
vvanicn worked for him 
“undercover" in .'Vlcxundriu 
and defended Nessim against 
charges of conspiracy: Nes- 
sim is revealed us a gun-run- 
ner. Purs (.‘warden cannot 
face the implications of his 
misjudgement: his suicide is 
finally explained. 

Dnrley narrates Clca. In war- 
tom Alexandria he falls for 
Clca. Once aloof, she is now 
the revcRM. She runs off and 
loses her hand in a harpoon- 
ing accident. 

Theme: Love and fiction. 
Love is a fleeting illusion. 
Fiction must capture life's 
relativity." 


Style: The language gives off 
a heady scent of decay. 


Chief strengths: The evoca- 
tion of place is matchless. 
Durrell Is one of the few 
British writers who can write 
about sex without focetious- 
ncss or vulgarity. 

Chief weakness: “Only the 
city is real." Alexandria 
swamps the characters, who 
drown in the steamy exoti- 
cism. Dun-ell's philostiphis- 
ing is repetitive and trite. 

What they thought of it 
then: The Quartet antici- 
pated the Sixties: Durrell Is 
mind-expanding, highly- 
coloured and self-conscious. 
The hooks were especially 
trend)' in France and Amer- 
ica. In Britain, Durrell was 
regarded us a bit of a fraud. 

What we think of it now: 
DurrcU's reputation has col- 
lapsed. Critics of the British 
post-war novel hardly take 
him imo account. 

Responsible for: Tourists 
booking holidays to Egypt in 
the hope of finding unmen- 
tionable delights behind the 
kasbah. Tourists returning 
home with diaries steeped in 
glutinous prose. 

Gavin Griffiths 




Paperbacks S& 

By Christopher Hist and Lucasta Miller 



Ian Fleming by Andrew 
Lycett (Phoenix. £8.99) 

The perfect example of a 
second-rate subject result- 
ing in a first-rate biogra- 
phy. Unsurprisingly, Flera- 
ing rums out lo be a 
mood)', snobbish, fantasist 
with a penchant for sadism: 
“All women love semi- 
rape." When his wife’s 
pregnancy forced him to 
lay aside the whip, he chan- 
nelled his energies into 
Casino Royal, the first vol- 
ume of Bond, 

The Hallelujah Revolution 
by Ian Cotton (Warner, 
£7.99) Despite its intrigu- 
ing subject - the boom in 
charismatic Christianity - 
this book is hard going. 

The reason for the profu- 
sion of references, onc- 

word sentences and forest 

of exclamation marks is 
made plain on page 34, 
where there is a long quote 
from Tom Wolfe - a risky 
stylistic model Cotton dis- 
covers much of interest a 
eultist who depends «n 
prayer for income; believ- 


ers who insist they can cure 
illness by talking in 
tongues; a woman whose 
faith leads to bankruptcy. 

Hannibal by Ross Leckie 
(Abacus, £6.99) A superior 
sort of toga-saga In which 
the Punic generalissimo tells 
his ow story. Free of awk- 
ward -uebaisms, Ledde’s 
vivid style is enthralling, 
particularly in the child- 
hood section. The politics 
of Hannibal’s makeshift 
alliances, the corrosion of 
his humanity and the 
ghastly mechanics of war, 
are brilliantly described. 

Madame Biavatsky’s 
Baboon by Peter Washing- 
ton (Seeker, £12.99) A 
spritely canter through the 
-western gurus” who 
emerged from the cult of 
theosophy and influenced 
artists from Yeats to Isher- 
wood Blavatsky was the 
first and oddest, a 17-stone 
chain-smoker who cobbled 
together theosophy from 
the novels of Bulwer-Lyr- 
ton. The spiritual baton 


was taken up by the “self- 
pitying and egotistical” 
Krishnam urti. along with 
Rudolf Steiner and Gurdji- 
efL Though his book is 
packed with revelations, 
Washington does not judge 
the colourful figures who 
fill our religious vacuum. 

No End of a Lesson by 
Anthony Nutting (Consta- 
ble, £9.95) Nutting’s 
promising parliamentary 
career was brought to an 
abrupt halt when he . 
resigned as Minister of 
State at the Foreign Office 
because of Britain’s deceit- 
ful and ignominious role in 
the 1956 Suez crisis. His 
revealing account of this 
sad, bad bnaness shows 
admirable objectivity. 
Occasionally, deep emotion 
breaks through Nutting’s 
prose: “I hope I shall never 
know a sadder moment 
than the last quarter of an 
hour before I left the For- 
eign Office for. good." 

The Shrine by Cristina 
Odorie (Phoenix £5.99) 


Workmanlike, if dichf d, 
first novel from the ex-edi- 
tor of the Catholic Herald , 
set in an Italian village. 

The shrine in question is 
proposed by the local priest 
when a beautiful girl begins 
to see visions of the Virgin 
Maiy. The rest of the plot 
centres on the fading for- 
tunes of the Ferrati family: 
when the old patriarch 
dies, the son and daughter 
are forced to sell off the 
land to pay his debts. Vari- 
ous love affairs, dodgy 
deals and pasta recipes 
spice up the action, but ibe 
novel remains stronger on 
local colour than on theme 
or characterisation. 

A Burmese Legacy by $ue 
Arnold (Sceptre, £6.99) - 
Although Sue Arnold had 
the most English of • 
upbringings, both her 
grandmothers were 
Burmese. In her youth, she 
felt painfully ambivalent 
about her'Eurasian her- 
itage -which is unsurpris- 
ing given the racism she 
encountered both at board- 


ing school and as a young 
journalist. In 1985, she 
decided to rediscover her 
roots, and visited Rangoon 
in search of her relatives. 
The resulting memoir is 
chattily introspective, with 
fascinating insights into 
colonial history and a chill- 
ing account of the oppres- 
sive regime in present-day 
Burma! 

The Drowning Room by 
Michael Pye (Penguin 
£6.99) While researching a 
history of New York, 
Michael Pye found the 
name Gretje Reyniers com- 
ing up again and again in 
the law court reports of 
New Amsterdam, the 17th- 
century Dutch settlement 
on Manhattan. He was 
intrigued by this abrasively 
litigious woman, who 
worked as a prostitute and 
money-lender, revelled in 
foul language, and used her 
broomstick to measure the 
members of visiting sailors. 
This compelling novel is an 
imaginative reconstruction 
of Gretje’s life. 
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(Cortaderia Sdloana) 

One of the most beautiful ornamental 
grasses which thrives in any soil or 
position. This vigorous growing plant 
needs lots of space. It produces a large 
plant with White plumes up to 6 ' from 
September to November. 
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books for children 


HE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 



‘Independent’ 

reviewers select the 
best books and tapes 
for tots-to-teens this 
Christmas 


— » 






Christina Hardyment on thrilling reading for 
the 8 to 12s 



Sally Williams rounds up attention-grabbing 
titles for the under-fives 



I n Molly's Hair by Emma Daraon (Tango. £8.99), Molly 
hates her hair. It frizzes, whirls, curls and is orange. 
Smooth-haired Arthur and blonde-bobbed Doris chase 
her around the playground and call her “carrot”. She 
plaits it. combs it and wears big hats, but nothing works. 
Until her teacher decides that in this year’s school play. 
Molly won't have to be the maggoty old apple tree, again. 
She will be the angel. On the night Moll/s “butterscotch 
swirly, tangerine twirly. special, different orange hair” lights 
up the sky. Gentle cartoon-like illustrations and touch-and- 
feel hair make this an uplifting tale - and not just for red- 
heads. 

Hidden on each page of Can Yju Spot the Spotty Dog? by 
John Rowe (Hutchinson, £9.99) are animals to spot: a hun- 
gry hippo ingeniously camouflaged as a stone; a prickly 
hedgehog concealed among conker cases; a little white owl, 
and so on. The illustrations are strong and handsome, the 
language rhythmical and it's good to see an “interactive" 
book which doesn't fall back on flaps to flip. The only flaw is 
the blurb. Dubbing it a “picture puzzle book” leads you to 
expect, not the sophisticated fare it is, but dot-to dot. 

Fishy Things by Rod Campbell (Macmillan. £2.99) is part 
of a “Scary Touch and Feelies” series (other titles: Flying 
Things, Creepy Things. Scary Things). This board book has a 
“grabby" octopus, hungiy shark and hairy starfish (are 
starfish hairy?) to tug and touch, stroke and feel. Bold illus- 
trations and industrial-strength pop-ups will keep the pages 
turned as well as phobias fuelled. 

When it comes to the big issues in a child’s life - bottoms, 
farts and pooh - you can count on Babette Cole to deal them 
direct. Drop Dead (Cape, £9.99) or “how we grow from one- 
year-old bald wrinklies into eighty-year-old bald wrinklies” is 
no exception. With characteristic mischief and irreverence 
(Gran and Gramps are actually pictured stone-cold flat-out - 
well, their feet are. anyway). Cole rattles through life, death 
and even the hereafter (the deceased duo are reincarnated 
as two scrawny chickens). Children will appreciate Cole’s 
mattcr-of-factness: grandparents, probably less so. 

John Birmingham's Cloudland (Cape, £9.99) is not 
another book about death despite the fact that little Arthur 
trips and falls off the side of a mountain. Rather, this imagi- 
native story confirms what you always suspected: that the 
skies are full of people and they are all having a fantastic 
time. .Along with the Cloud Children who save Arthur by 
saying some magic words to make him light and floatv, 
Arthur bounces on cumulus clouds, swims in rain clouds, 
slides in the slipstream of a jet and has tea with the Man in 
the Moon. Innovative art work, cut-outs and montage add to 
this inventive and dreamy tale. 

A rural idyll, a know-it-all older sister and the genesis of 
snowfall form the background to the poetic winter story in 
The Snow Whale by Caroline Pitcher, with illustrations bv 
Jackie Morris {Frances Lincoln, £9.99). Laurie and Leo wake 
one November morning to find the hills “hump-backed" with 
snow. They build a snow whale as “high as a church, round 
as a cloud, while as an ice-floe' 1 und spend the next day sail- 
ing the Seven Seas on its back. The whale melts, Laurie 
cries, but both she and Leo are comforted by blazing fires, 
lashings of hoi-buticrcd toast and tea, and by the knowledge 
that the snow whale has gone “home”, back to the sea. 

In Mrs Pig Gets Cross hv Mary Rayner (Macmillan, 
£6.99). Mr Pig grumbles “Why can’t you make the children 
dear up after themselves?" after coming home from a hard 


day at the office to find the house a tip and Mrs Pig on 
strike, trotters-up. flicking through a copy of Pigue. Mr and 
Mrs bicker and argue and eventually go to bed in such a bait 
they foiget to lock the front door. A foxy-Iooking burglar 
sneaks in. but trips over the clutter and is forced to leave 
empty-handed. This is an amusing domestic story, despite 
the last minute rush to ensure the “important message" 
promised by the blurb is the right one. “In case you are 
thinking", writes the panic-stricken Rayner, “that this story 
means you should never put your things away. It does not It 
says be careful not to make your mother and father so cross 
that they forget to bolt the door.” Shame Mr Chauvinist Pig 
wasn't put straight too. 

Christmas Carols for Cats by June and John Hope, illus- 
trated by Sue Helland (Bantam, £5.99) is a small book for a 
seemingly small audience. If the Christmas market is a niche, 
this must be the stuff of nooks and crannies. Christmas Car- 
ols for Cats is in fact surprisingly amusing. Jolly Aristocat- 
types illustrate such carol classics as “Collar Bells”: “Collar 
bells, collar bells/Scares the birds away/O, I hate this stupid 
thing/It’s with me night and day". 

Edward Lear’s Nonsense Songs, illustrated by Bee Wiley 
(Orion, £9.99), has “The Owl and the Pussycat", yes, but also 
“The Jumblies”; “The Babble Who Has no Tbes”; “The 
Qu angle Wangle's Hat”. The beautifully rich illustrations 
feature ink-blue skies, crimson cats, golden grouses, blue 
baboons; there's silky-smooth paper; magic and mystery. 
Irresistible. 

The First Christmas by Georgie Adams with illustrations 
by Anna C Leplar (Orion, £8.99) has no baubles, fold-out 
grottos, baco-foil stars or jingles. This story of the Nativity 
gets back to basics: donkey, Joseph bearded with nightshirt 
and open-toed sari dies; Mary ebubby and smiling sweetly; 
wise men; stars. Simple words, simple pictures and a refresh- 
ingly gimmick-free approach. How will times cope? 

If I Didn’t Have Elbows by Saadi Toksvig, illustrated by 
David Melling (DeAgostini Books. £6.99), is subtitled the 
“alternative body book” and not just because of its stand on 
body hair (“some people are funny about hair - they say 
haity legs are OK for men but think women should shave 
theirs”). This gei-to- know-yo u r-b o dy book aims to explain 
how the body works by explaining what would happen if it 
didn't. “If I didn't have skin....rd have to wear plasters all 
over"; “If I didn't have a tummy button. JM have been 
hatched out of an egg". The idea is inspired, the book 
packed with facts and Toksvig's humour quirky and engaging. 
Which is more than can be said for the illustrations: 

Mel ling’s fondness for biscuit brown and bilious green bring 
to mind Health Education Authority leaflets and similar off- 
colour publications. This is a shame, because Toksvig 
deserves bener. 

Enchantment in the Garden by Shirley Hughes (Bodley 
Head, £9.99) is set in Italy, where Valerie, only child of rich 
parents, has everything she could possibly ever need, except 
someone to play with. She befriends a marble statue boy. 
whispers in his ear and he comes to life. The two are insepa- 
rable, until one day Cherubino disappears. Inspired as much 
by Hughes' recent painting holidays as by her talents as a 
storyteller, this has huge illustrations of piazzas, balconies, 
and hot. still gardens that sweep across each page. There’s 
nothing wrong with these; or with this enigmatic tale - 
except that it’s not about Hughes’ best-known creations: the 
loveable twosome Alfie and Annie Rose. A hard act to get 
away from, even in the hills of Italy. 


orror is hot” says the librarian of our local 
middle school. “The kids can’t get enough 
of it.” So should we be indul ging their desire 
for Goosebumps, Point Horror and all the 
other ghoulie ghosty titles? The answer is yes. Fear 
is an important instinct, but today most of us live 
such safe lives that we rarely experience it When 
we do, it can be disproportionately devastating. 
Children’s urge to practice in the shallow-end with 
fictional danger makes very good sense. 

But is any stretch of the imagination better than 
none? There is not much harm in teenagers reading 
R L Stine, Diane Hoh and Caroline B Cooney, the 
unholy American trinity of horror, smartly 
omnibused this year into “triple doses of terror” 
(Point Horror, £6.99). Patty, racy reads, their moral 
sense is as sound as that of Enid Blyton, and their 
prose as easily assimilable by those who would make 
heavy weather of ritzier writers for the age group. 
Although there are enough gruesome red herrings 
to fill a crate of Mallaig kippers, there’s always a 
tall tousled blue-eyed chap in the background to 
bail out the terrified heroine. 

There are, however, more fertile literary pas- 
tures for children in search of shivers. Cold Shoul- 
der Road (Red Fox, £3.50), the most recent in the 
thrilling alternative historical world of Joan 
Aiken's Wolves of Willoughby Chase series, is now 
out in paperback. Look out too for her riotously 
imaginative new honor story The Cockatrice Boys 
(Gollancz, £10.99). It opens with impatient airline 
passengers grumbling at the wait for their luggage 
(“A one-legged rheumatic snail with athlete's foot 
could have fetched it faster than those handlers are 
doing it”). What eventually appears is a horrific cargo of 

griffins, cocodrills, mandragores and other bestiary horrors, 
who rapidly lay the British Isles to waste. Can a little girl 
with unusual powers, a resolute boy drummer and a colour- 
ful gallery of martial volunteers on a Heath Robinson train 
defeat them? 

Dick “Babe The Sheep-pig" King-Smith takes on an alto- 
gether meatier and more macabre theme in Godhanger 
(Doubleday, £9.99), a nail-bitingly exciting stoiy of how a 
sadistically cruel game-keeper is worsted by the godlike 
eagle Skymaster. There is an enormous amohnt 'bf natural 
lore in the book, observed both lyrically and humor- 
ously, but this is nature red in tooth and claw, not 
Farthing Wood. Flies nuzzle the guts df a'shot rab- 
bit in chapter one, and things don’t get more 
cheerful. But children prefer the truth about 
the natural world to cosy euphemisms and can 
take this sort of thing in their stride. Andrew 
Davidson’s vibrant full-page wood engrav- 
ings are- a magnificent embellishment of a 
wise, moral and implicitly Christian book 
which will surely become a classic. 

Gillian Cross has also moved on from the 
cheerful horrors of her brilliant Demon 
Headmaster books. Pictures in the Dark 
(Oxford, £5.99) is dramatically kitted out in 
deep purple with a staring eye on the front 
cover. The contents are no less uncanny. Is 
Peter Luttrell profoundly evil, or merely an 
oppressed little boy who may or may not be a 
shape-shifter? Are there really otters in the 
river, or are altogether darker forces at 
work? This is a peculiarly haunting stoiy 
which works on several levels. 

Stephen Elboz is an exciting new literary 
talent who is rapidly establishing a reputa- 
tion for unsettUngly supernatural stories. 

Even the radio “cowers in a comer like a 
small brow-beaten creature that knows 
when to be quiet” in the time-warp house- 
hold of Dr Mai thus, the setting of Ghost- 
lands (Oxford, £5.99). Ewan finds a strange 
but enchanting companion in the ghost of 
his host’s dead son, but soon finds that he 
is going to have to save Ziggy from a sinis- 
ter coven of ghostnappers who operate 
from the nearby horror theme park, A 
shudder a page, scintillatingly written. 

Youager children whose parents quail at 
the strong meat mentioned so far will relish 
the sharp wit, graceful phrasing and playful 
fantasies of W J Corbett's The Dragon’s Egg 
and Other Stories (Hodder & Stoughton, 

£10.99), a loosely linked collection of tales of 
dragons large and small which are both delight- 
fully original and rich in reference to English folklore. It is 
enriched by Wayne Anderson’s winningly winsome illustra- 
tions. 

The fun is also more fast and furious than spooky in Peter 
James’s Getting Wired (Gollancz, £9.99), the first in what 
promises to be an informative as well as amusing series of 
junior thrillers called TbchnoTerrors. Written with gusto and 
deftly plotted, it focuses on a highly computer-literate group 
of friends in the top form of a financially-pressured primary 
school School bully Jason Glide threatens to ruin all rheir 
efforts to raise the cash to join the Internet and establish a 
web site, but intelligence and ingenuity triumph. 

Finally a gentle, wise gem of a book: Jostein Gaarderis 
The Christmas Mystery (Phoenix House, £14.99) hand- 
somely published and enchantingly illustrated by Rosemary 
Wells. Buy it now and give it straight away, as it's an advent 
calendar in itself, with an episode for each day of December. 
It is the stoiy of a journey of a Norwegian child across land 
and time, with an ever-growing company of sheep, angels, 
shepherds and wise men, to reach 
Bethlehem. But, as you would 
expect from the author of 
Sophie’s World, it builds up 
into much more. In each 
stoiy there is an aside or an 
observation which lodges 
in the mind like a 
mantra and will 
make parents as 
well as chil- 
dren think. 


T he first slow yell for you as you lay 
asleep in the morning on Christmas Day 
O do not snore please get out of bed 
It’s seven o'clock and I haven ’t been fed 
OYeUOYeUOYeUOYeU 
Feed me at once or Vll make your life hell 

( Christmas Carols for Cats) 



E lisabet looked up at the starry sky. She 
had to tilt her head far back to see the 
big star which was shining so brightly. Again 
she heard the cry of a child from inside the 
cave. So she went into the stable. 

(The Christmas Mystery by Jostein Gaarder) 
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T hey dined on mince and slices of 
quince ; 

Which they ate with a runcible spoon; 

And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand 
They danced by the light of the moon. 

The moon, 

The moon, 

They danced by the light of the moon. 
(Nonsense Songs by Edward Lear) 
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books for children 


techno-terror 



Nicholas Tucker finds challenge and 
complexity in recent teenage fiction 

A lthough (he novels of Robert Westall have often been the form of a journal, it describ 
associated with violence or honor, the three pub- immediately arresting detail: m 

lished since his death m 1993 have concentrated on medicine made with the dung o 
vouna love. Harvest and Falluie into Glorv describe swan's neck pudding. But while 


Christina Hardyment chooses the best of 
family listening 


A lthough (he novels of Robert Westall have often been 
associated with violence or honor, the three pub- 
lished since his death m 1993 have concentrated on 
young loye. Harvest and Falling into Glory describe 
bumpy but ultimately fulfilling affairs between a teenager 
and an older woman. Blizzard (Methuen, £11.99), the latest 
work to appear, consists of two separate stories about first 
passion between youthful contemporaries. Both are very well 
done, with each protagonist helplessly caught up in the vari- 
ous unstable combinations of egotism and empathy, inde- 
pendence and dependency, defensiveness and openness that 
can always make late adolescence such a confusing time. 

In the first story, tough Margaret sees off opinionated 
Ralph, but possibly not for long as both grow older and 
wiser. In the companion novella, an otherwise irritating 16- 
year-old finds new strength and understanding as he rescues 
his saintly girlfriend from exposure. Each story is set in a 
past when bookish sixth formers still liked nothing better 
than talking about their favourite literary classics. This ele- 
ment of nostalgia apart, there is an enormous amount in 
West ail’s writing for modem teenage readers. 

Anne Fine is a brilliant writer who also sells well, proving 
that quality can still make it in a children's book market 
increasingly dominated by formulaic series. The Ihdip Touch 
(Hamish Hamilton, £10.99) explores the destructive side 
possible in close friendships, when a best mate can gradually 
become an oppressive enemy. Young Natalie watches help- 
lessly as her unpopular but powerful friend Uilip turns into a 
thief, arsonist and near-murdcress. An attempt to disengage 
provokes Tulip into a final act of destruction, in which 
Natalie loses her home and Tulip the only place she was ever 
happy. Natalie still cannot bring herself to condemn her for- 
mer friend, the product of a cruelly neglectful home, and 
ends the story feeling guilty and sorry. There are fewer 
. laughs here than normal in Anne Fine’s work, but 
as always plenty to think about. 

Theresa Brcslins Death or Glory Boys 
(Methuen, £11.99) also asks troubling 
questions, this time about the ethics 
of meeting violence with violence. 

A dangerous terrorist is on the 
loose, but Phil and Sarah dis- 
agree about how to meet this 
situation. In response. Sarah 
joins an Army Cadet Orien- 
tation Course while Phil 
remains resolutely pacifist. 

Neither gets off lightly in terms of 
knowing for certain they have made the 
right choice - a point worth stressing given 
the current simplistic discussions about 
teaching morality in schools. When the ler 
rorist is killed just before another bomb is 
ignited, she turns out to be an adolescent 
herself. But by this lime, credulity is 
severely stretched; this book is not in 
the same league as the author’s prize 
winning Whispers in the Graveyard. 

Norman Silver's The Blue Horse 
( Faber. £9.99 )is a shorter story, but 
a more powerful one. Describing a 
boy with a serious facial injury 
following a road accident, it ends 
with an appeal for more under 
standing plus a mention of the 
charity Changing Faces. Yet 
this is no wooden morality tale 
to boost a good cause. Alex is 
a convincing character, 
whose possessive mother 
and escapist father both 
make his life harder. Jillv 
Wilkinson's dreamlike 
line illustrations ghc 
this musing account 
a valuable extr. 
dimension. 

Karen Cash 
man’s Catherine 
called Birdy 
( Macmillan. 

£3.99) sets out to 
make British 
medieval social 
history child 
friendly as never 
before. Written in 



the form of a journal, it describes the year 1290 in terms of 
immediately arresting detail: maggots in the meat. Seas, 
medicine made with the dung of a white dog and meals with 
swan's neck pudding. But while these details are accurate 
enough, the journal-keeper - 14-year-old Catherine - is so 
laid-back in her sulks and pertness she could just as well 
have appeared as a Beverly Hills teenager in Clueless. Disap- 
proving of all types of social snobbery, indignant about 
arranged marriages, Catherine may be a right-on person, but 
she is never historically convincing. Readers may still enjoy 
her various adventures, and especially the possibility of True 
Love at the end. 

A clan meeting in Australia for all the dispersed members 
of one MadDonald family is a daring plot for any novel, 
given the plethora of Christian names inevitably involved 
and the tangled blood-lines that keep cropping up. Despite 
trying hard with this scenario, Judith O’Neill never quite gets 
away with it in Hearing Voices (Hamish Hamilton, £10.99), a 
sequel to her more successful So Far from Skye. Adolescent 
Malcolm, frying in from Scotland, soon gets involved in a 
sub-plot so unbelievable O J Simpson himself might hesitate 
before using it as an alibi Family secrets have always been 
one staple of children's fiction, even for readers with cup- 
boards bare of skeletons. But this story is more nightmare 
than reality; the type of plot an editor should have moved in 
on at the early draft stage, blue pend! at the ready. 

Philip Pullman can do no wrong these days, and Clock- 
work, or All Wound Up (Doubleday, £9.99) can fairly be 
compared to the gothic fantasies of the greatly missed Leon 
Garfield. Elegantly produced, with haunting illustrations by 
Peter Bailey, it is one more version of the Fhust legend set in 
the world of 18th-century German clockmakers capable of 
producing masterpieces involving moving saints, sinners and 
Death himself with his scythe and hourglass. An 
inadequate apprentice makes a deadly pact 
with a stranger, who provides him with a 
perfect little metal figure to join all the 
others circling round the town clock. 
For those who might want to read 
spooky stories this Christmas in 
front of a flickering fire (or tele- 
vision screen), this story could 
hardly be better. 


T op quality recordings of classic children’s books 

provide wonderfully nostalgic listening for all the fam- 
ily. Pop any of the following into the car cas- - 
sette on your Christmas travels, and there’ll 
be no fear or road rage or cabin fever. It 
is also clear that such tapes don’t put 
children off the original books: our 
local children's bookshop manager 
tells me that they encourage chil- 
dren to chase up the authors first 
heard on audio. 

At the very heart of the classic 
children’s canon are the legends of 
King Arthur. There have been few 
better modem narrators of how 
knights won their spurs than Roger 
Lancelyn Green. Chrvairic children 
will thoroughly enjoy Terence 
Hardiman’s manly reading of 
Green's King Arthur and His ■ 

Knights of the Round Table (Pen- 
guin, 3 hrs), a stirring rendering of 
the great legend, ranging from 
Arthur’s birth at Tintagel and the 
drawing of the sword Excalibur 
from the stone anvil to the quest 
for the holy Grail and the Last 
Battle at Caralann. Once they are 
hooked, don't be afraid to move 

them on to TH White's wonderful The Sword in the Stone, or 
even, if they have an ear for poetry and a taste for high 
romance, stretch them seriously with Malory’s inimitable 
Morte d’ Arthur, now available complete and unabridged for 
only £2 (Wordsworth). 

A new and very well translated version of Carlo Collodi’s 
Pioocchio (CSA, 2 hrs SO mins) is long enough to go well 
beyond the distorted and oversimplified Disney version of a 
tale that is to Italy what King Arthur is to England and Heidi 
to Switzerland: a children's classic with a very special place 
in the heart of the nation. Martin Jarvis rises with his usual 
formidable skill to the challenge of conveying its rich and 
varied cast of fantastical characters. 

J Meade Faulkner's ripping yam Moonfleet (Penguin, 2hrs 
30 mins) is a wonderful story of smuggling and skulduggery 
set in a real place on the Dorset coast - you can spend 
Christmas at the great house of Moonfleet, now a hotel, visit 
the church under which the coffins of the infamous Mohune 
family jostled in the floods, and ramble along the long cruel 
shingle beach on which ships were lured to their doom. 

Kevin Whately is a perfect choice as reader of the first per- 
son narrative told by the doughty 15-year-old hero John 
Trenchard. 

Edward Leeson's abridgement of Gulliver’s Travels 
(Harper Collins, 3 his) makes Jonathan Swift's 1726 satire 
very accessible to young and old listeners alike. Martin 
Shaw's substantial, sensible voice is perfect for the robust 
and resourceful hero Lemuel Gulliver. 

When it comes to 20th-century children’s classics on 
audio, Alan Bennett scoops the pool. His Winnie The Pooh 
and lire House at Pooh Corner (BBC, 2hrs 30 mins) is not a 
new release, but every nursery needs it. Unhurried, affec- 
tionate and thoughtful, Bennett gives Milne's lucid 
phrases the unexaggerated delivery they need, 
bringing out its humour with a tremor of playful 
poohfulness. Bennett has also recorded Hugh 
Loftus’s The Story of Dr Dolittle and Ken- 
neth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows 


for the BBC. 


Don’t be put off buying Babe The 
Sheep-pig (Cover to Cover, 1 hr 
50mins) just because you’ve seen the 
movie. Stephen Thome's 
unabridged reading of Dick King- 
Smith’s well-rounded tale of a dig- 
nified and intelligent little piglet 
who resolves to learn to herd 
sheep as effectively as his collie 
foste another Fly is compulsive lis- 
tening. It adds attractive further 
dimensions to the Hoggarts characters 
and to Babe, who grows up into a lean, keen 
Large While pig rather than staying forever win- 

Manin Jarvis's Just William tapes already have a huge 
and loyal following. The newest release. Just William at 
Christmas (CSA, 2his 40 mins) will not disappoint them. Its 
six unabridged and seasonal stories feature William as a pan- 




tomime bear, and as a veiy amateur and totally unabashed 
burglar, and William and the Outlaws as the carol-singers 

from hell. Richmal Crompton’s hero leaves, as usual, 
a trait of broken sard demoralised adults in his 
wake. 

Finally an audiotape which is much 
much more than a talking book: John 
Peacock's radio dramatisation of 
John Masefield’s marvellous mys- 
tery tale The Box of Delights (BBC, 
3hrs). It has been filmed, but is 
even better heard, as no physical 
performance could do its magic 
justice. Little Kay Harker is 
\ l transported across winter and in 
' and out of history, in defence of 
the powerful Box of Delights 
against the evil and avaricious 
l onslaught of the devilish Abner 
Brown and his pack of wolves, 
human and animal. The excellent 
cast includes Donald Sinden. 
Lionel Jeffries, Spike Milligan, and 
the specially written music by Neil 
Brand adds to the breathtaking 
excitement of the production. 


Pictures clockwise from top left: Sue Holland's melo- 
dious cat from Christmas Carols for Cats; Whales 
playing with their calves at the bottom of the sea in 
The Snow Whale; illustration by Rosemary Wells from 
The Christmas Mystery; a pantingfy obvious Spot from 
Can You Spot the Spotty Dog by John Rowe; Andrew 
Davidson’s bold engraving of Skymaster.the mysteri- 
ous protector of the eponymous wood in Godhanger; 
The frog arriving at the Crum petty Tree in Nonsense 
Songs illustrated by Bee Willey; and Babette Cole’s 
“famous crocodile wrestler” gets to grips with his 
prey by the banks of the Nile In Drop Dead. 


■ oftus was was not a woodland bird. Not 
mmmore than half a dozen times in all his 
years had he set foot in Godhanger, whose 
denseness made him most uneasy the 
moment he dropped below tree-top level He 
was above all a bird of the upper air. 

(Godhanger by Dick King-Smith ) 


BOOK OFFER 

BUY THIS BOOK AND HELP SAVE BRITAIN’S NATURAL HERITAGE. 

Going Going Gone b a landmark bool on Daunt conservation in the UK. Written b> 
The Independent's award-winning Environment Correspondent. Nicholas Scboon. and 
sponsored by leading consetvation charity WWF, it descrftw how our natural heritage is 
being destroyed - and bow it can be saved. 

The book use, coker photography to backup is aanaiKitipq of the rescue plans for 
1 16 of our most rare and threatened 
specks and for 14 types of habitat 
that are about rapid decline. 

For each copy sold,!! earing 
(fixedly to WWF-UK’s She 

Safeguard Fund. Tb« has been up 
lo former kgaJ aerkw armed a! pn> 
letting threatened w Mrfe tries in 
Britain and to jroride grams fix 
consenatipo otganisaSons to boy 
endangered habitats. 

Going Going Gone is published 
this week by Bookman at £650 To 
order your cop} of Going Going 
Gooc direct. Oil in tbe form here. 

Please allow 14 days (or delivery. 

HOWTO ORDER 

FiU tnibecoopmhi BLOCK CAPITALS nd send (o g rtVr *iib chetfiK or posa) ordcr/s. 

NO CASH PLEASE ur 

GOING GOING GONE. P0 Bn SO.Madrac. Htra. AU 8QP 

H Rk awfil ard srdtn please phone 01594 563 800 
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T he joke waddling towards me on the ample 
paunch of a T-shirted Texan was in ques- 
tionable taste: “Why is it called Tourist Sea- 
son.’' the convex garment read, “if we’re not 
allowed to shoot them?” As a tourist, I couldn’t help 
remembering that when Hollywood producers 
chose a state to figure in the title of a particularly 
nasty picture, the result was The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre. The anniversary of the assassination of 
President Kennedy in Dallas had passed a few days 
earlier. A hailstorm was blasting in from \%co, 
venue for the violent deaths of a hundred besieged 
believers. Texas is a big, bad state, right? 

Big, certainly - the strange shape, resembling a 
coyote splayed flat on Interstate 10, measures 800 
miles from north to south and from east to west. 
Texas occupies more space than France, Belgium, 
Holland and Switzerland combined. 

Bad. too, in the biggest cities. To paraphrase 
Apollo X1U, “Houston, we have a problem with 
everything from car thefts to murder rates”. But 
in the west of the state, where the place-names tes- 
tify to Spanish influence, grief is replaced by good. 
The T-shirt slogans soften to more amiable state- 
ments like “I’m drunk and I can’t find my horse”. 

Sober up. saddle up and head for San Antonio, 
the spiritual heart of Texas. Here, you discover that 
the Texan assertion that it is a nation apart is solidly 
grounded in the state's history. Since the first Euro- 
pean incursion, five flags have flown over Texas. The 
first was Spanish, whose conquistadors extended 
the frontiers of New Spain far into North Amer- 
ica. Power was then wrested by an independent 


Mexico, from whom Texas won its freedom in 1836 
at the battle of San Jacinto. Texas remained an inde- 
pendent republic beneath a single star for nine 
years, then became the 28th state in the Union. It 
sided with the Confederacy in the Civil War. then 
hoisted the Stars and Stripes once more in defeat. 

The moment that defines the Lone Star State, 
though, is none of these. An abandoned Spanish 
mission was the location of a battle that still brings 
a tear to the eye of the hardiest of cowboys. 

For 13 days in 1836. a band of 189 “Texas Vol- 
unteers" including such adventurers as Davy 
Crockett and Jim Bowie (he of the knife) were 
besieged hero. The foes: a Mexican army led by 
the mad, bad dictator Santa Anna, self-styled 
Napoleon of the West. Finally, on 6 March, the 
defenders were overwhelmed and slaughtered to 
a man. When Santa Anna dictated his announce- 
ment of a “glorious victory:, an aide commented 
“One more such glorious victory and we are fin- 
ished". He was right: six weeks later the Mexicans 
were routed by Texans united by the call: “Remem- 
ber the Alamo". Today the site is a National Park, 
a patch of history plumb in the middle of a busy 
American city. Every day Texans make a pilgrim- 
age to the collection of ramshackle and refurbished 
ruins, and rheir silent devotion is a moving sight. 

The immediate vicinity of the Alamo com- 
pound, where once the Mexican army advanced, 
is now a swirl of tourists - targeted only by some 
assertive automobiles. You can give the traffic the 
slip by descending one of a series of hidden stair- 
ways to the River Walk, for a semi-subterTancan 


amble beside the San Antonio River. You will 
have to sidestep dozens of pavement caffs, 
mind, because this is Margaritaville, IX. Life in 
Texas does not get much more sophisticated than 
Happy Hour on the River Walk, when the brigbt- 
ish. young-ish things hang out in T-shirts reading 
“Two beers or not two beers. What was the ques- 
tion?”, attributed to one Billy Bob Shakespeare. 

Mex meets Tex at Mi Tierra, the biggest and 
busiest restaurant in town. The mark of a good 
American eatexyisthatyou have to wait for a table, 
and last week foe line for Sunday lunch was 30 min- 
utes long. A plate of enchillad a s , foe size of a small 
state and overcrowded with guacamole, rice and 
refried beans, weighs in at under $10 (£6). 

Wintertime in Texas, and the cost of living is 
easy. Price levels in the state are a good few notches 
lower than elsewhere in America. A room at the 
second-most historic site in San Antonio, the 
decliningly grand Menger Hotel, cost me £70 - 
cheaper than many less-starred establishments 
elsewhere. And a car, which these days you need 
even more than a horse, is priced at £40 a day 
including taxes and the right to drop it off 800 miles 
away at the far end of the state. 

lb become a bit-player in Tfexas: foe Road Movie, 
just head west into the widest of open spaces. Heed 
the warning, though, of the car rental clerk: stick 
to the speed limit in the countless small towns that 
still see visiting motorists as a source of municipal 
revenue. Speeding fines, it is said, help to fund wel- 
come signs like foe straw-clutching one in Marfa. 
It implores visitors to enjoy the town on foe grounds 


that it is “About the same altitude as Denver. Col- 
orado”. I preferred the wry invitation at the 
entrance to Knippa: “Go ahead and blink - 
Knippa is bigger than you think” (Oh no it isn’t). 

Watera Taras is not about smaEkown pride, but big 
country boasts. An hour out of San Antonio you find 
pure desert, a landscape with the creased complexion 


on either side of a deserted highway. As the sun begins 
a slow-motion plummet towards the horizon, the rust- 
red hue of the terrain accelerates to stark scarlet 

Once darkness descends, shelter in the com- 
fortable anonymity of a motel room and dine in foe 
plainest of roadside restaurants (if you need a drink, 
just hope you are not in one of the 74 Texan coun- 
ties that still practice Prohibition). Conserve your 
strength to tackle the Big Bend National Park. 

The Bend in question is a huge turn in the Rio 
Grande, marking the frontier with Mexico. It loops 
around the ancient volcanic domain of the Chisos 
Mountains, which climb high enough to coax 
some moisture from the air. So the peaks that rise 
more than a mile high, like a set of monumentally 
bad Texan teeth, a re dad in pine and aspen. A series 
of trails radiates from foe park headquarters in the 
huge lava saucer known as the Basin. The most 
spectacular scramble is to the Window, a deep gash 
in the rim that threatens to decant the careless hiker 
oh to the rocks a thousand feet below. 

With pleasing predictability, the Window opens 
out to the west Suitably wild it looks, too. The 
human futility of endeavours to harness foe desert 


is demonstrated 20 miles away in the ghostly ruins 
of Terlingua. “Population: 25", promises the offi- 
cial state guide, though even that figure looks an 
exaggeration. This old mercury-mining town has 
decayed as rapidly as the health of those who sought 
to scratch a living searching for that elusive quick- 
silver. little remains beyond crumbling homes and 
clouds of dust whistled up by the west wind. 

Country music radio stations that seem more 
plentiful than people hereabouts, and any Texan 
road journey can only properly be undertaken 
while listening to one. The River Road snakes like 
a lassoo alongside the Rio Grande, and the AM 
signal drifts in and out with the uncertainty of the 
contours. Amid the static, I caught an unashamed 
serenade to a Stetson by Lyle Lovett: “Never com- 
plains and never cries,” croons the singer. “You 
can have my girl but don’t touch my hat** 

Just before foe DJ cued into “If you want to 
keep your beer cold, put it next to my ex-wife's 
heart", he told me my watch was an hour out. This 
state is so big that it straddles two time zones. 
Eventually, though, even Texas runs out. The 
m fleoraeter clicked past 800, and foe glass and steel 
of El Paso climbed out of the desert. As I climbed 
out of the car, the car rental cleric (perhaps the 
cousin of the one in San Antonio?) offered some 
advice about onward travel. Go over the border 
to Mexico, he advised: “Just across the bridge. 
That’s where it all happens”. He was wrong: foe 
American automobile adventure happens out 
along the highway from San Antonio - where the 
Texan nation, and the joke T-shirts, began. 







Texas survival guide 
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Club Med Start Living. 


RESERVATIONS: 0171-581 1161 BROCHURE REQUEST: 01455 852 202 

OFFEP APPLIES TO CERTAIN DATES AND IS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 


Getting there: Gatwick is 
Britain's gateway to Texas. 
American Airlines flies from 
there to Dallas, Continental 
to Houston, and British 
Airways to both. Simon 
Calder paid £354 for a flight 
on American Airlines via 
Dallas to San Antonio, 
through Quest Worldwide 
(0181-546 6000). 

Get&« around: he paid 
Advantage Rent-a-Car (001 
800 777 5500) $59 plus 10 
per cent state lax per day for a 
small car with unlimited 
mileage and no tirop-off 
charge. Note that under Texas 
stale taw, the purchase of 
Collision Damage Waiver 
insurance is not essential. 

Getting sleep: he stayed at 
the following places (the rates 
paid for a double room are all 
inclusive of tax): Menger 
Hotel in San Antonio, 00L 


512 223 4361, £70; Del 
Rio Motor Lodge in Del Rio, 
001210 775 2486, £17; 
Holiday Capri Inn in Marfa, 
001 915 729 4326, £22. 

Getting advice: the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
publishes an excellent free 
State Travel Guide and 
accompanying Official Travel 
Map. You can obtain these in 
advance from the Texas 
representative in London, 
First PR on 0171-978 
5233; or order them from 
PO Box 5064, Austin, TX; or 
pick them up on arrival. 

Oh yes there is ... a Texan 
pantomime, Aladdin Texas , 
presented at 7.30pm 
tonight by the Stagefright 
Theatre Company. 

Venue: Mandela Theatre, 
Longford Street, London 
NW1. Admission, £5, goes 
to the London Lighthouse. 





5 ° r. if kids 

Nor only do our ofl-indu$ive ski holidays cover your ski pass, all meals, children's dub 
and sla school, but children under six receive a 50% discount on (heir stay during certain- 
weeks in January and March at selected resorts in France and Switzerland. 
A saving of up lo £280 a week per child. 


Club Med Start Living 
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America: land of the free car 

Andrew Vincent circled the US in other people’s automobiles 


A- 

Ms 


ir travel within America is just 
like catching a bus. But, I 
i ■jrould add, a lot less interest- 
ing- The only real way to come 
to terms with the scale and diversity of 
the United States is by road. If you lack 
the inclination or cash to rent a cat. this 
is how to do iL 

A Greyhound bus would be a good 
choice, except that the company has been 
going steadily downhill since the drivers’ 
strike between 1990 and 1993. Talking to 
staff this summer, I discovered fhar 
morale is low and this is affecting the 
quality of service. Prices are still reason- 
able for the budget traveller but the prac- 
tice of laying on extra buses for additional 
passengers has been ended So you no 
longer have any guarantee of a seat when 
you buy a ticket It's at the driver sdis- 
cretion whether you’re allowed to stand, 
or whether you have to wait for a later 
bus If, for any reason, you're unable to 
take a later bus you can't gpL a refund. 
So, for busy services it’s a bh of a gam- 
ble when you buy your ticket I spent five 
houre standingfefttaig in Ae aisle between 
Roanoke, Virginia, and ^feshington DC. 

Tb sign up for the full -service Amer- 
ican dream, though, you need your own 
wheels - and the Driveaway, where you 
deliver someone else’s car, is still an 
excellent way to see a country built for 
the automobile. Plenty of Americans 
need their car moved from one part of 
the US to another, yet would rather not 
do the driving. So they pay an agent to 
get it moved Some owners insist that 
it travels on a transporter truck, but 
others take the cheap option and get 
a traveller to deliver it for them. 

Companies get in on the act, too. A 
lot of repossessed cars need taking 
back to credit companies and banks. 
The advantage of these is that they’re 
often fairly new and good to drive. You 
hear stories of some people getting 
Ferraris to drive, but normally the 
owners and the driveaway companies 
prefer to use professional drivers for 
the top of the range cars, 
j Each city has a number of agents 
who connect the owner with a prospec- 
tive driver. And, fortunately, the British 
traveller is a well-regarded candidate. 
In the US, look in the Y&low Pages 
under “Auto Transporters and Drive- 
away Companies”. Coil 14 ) and find out 
if there’s anything going your way. 



To sign up for the American Dream, you need your own wheels 


If there is- and outside the peak sum- 
mer season there is a good chance that 
there will be -you go to an affioe to reg- 
ister. There’s always a lot of form-filling 
and some places wffl fingerprint you and 
even take your mug shot before handing 
over the keys. Deposits are about $300 
to $350, and you get a gas allowance if 
you're lucky. This can be worth $50 to 
$100. You get that backwhh your deposit 
at the end of the trip. Ybu’re covered by 
the Driveaway company's insurance but 
you’re responsible for any speeding fines 
and jail sentences you may incur. You 
have to do a condition check on the vehi- 
cle before you leave. It’s imp o rtan t to 
note every minor dent and scratch, to 
deity a Driveaway firm an excuse to with- 
hold your deposit on delivery. 

K you plan ahead, you can have cars 
waiting for you after each delivery. We 
had three vehicles lined up. enabling 
us to complete a full circle from Vfesh- 


ington DC to the Midwest, down 
through Tfexas, across the South to 
Florida and bade to Virginia. One 
deposit covered all the cars. So get 
your originating Driveaway office to 
call ahead and see what’s available. 

You're expected to cover 300 to 400 
miles a day, so Washington DC to San 
Frandsco is about 10 days. You have to 
deliver the car by 3pm on the scheduled 
day of delivery. The Driveaway company 
will tell you foe number of miles jou’re 
expected to cover by the shortest route 
- and add extra to allow for minor 
detours, getting lost, etc So for Wash- 
ington DC to San Frandsco you’ll get 
600 extra miles. The conditions state 
youTJ be charged 25 cents for every extra 
mile over your limit but no one’s yet 

checked the mileage of any car I’ve deliv- 
ered— a couple of which were taken on 
serious sight-seeing trips! Their main 
concern is that it’s delivered on time. 


Breakdowns (the vehicle’s, not 
yours) can play havoc with your sched- 
ule. You’re authorised to spend up to 
$100 on repairs, which you can daim 
bade from foe owner on delivery. Any- 
thing more expensive and you have to 
call for authorisation. 

When you arrive at your destination 
get the recipient to sign the receipt and 
call foe office to confirm safe delivery 
- Driveaway companies won’t accept 
foe signed receipt as sufficient proof. 
The problem with delivering to banks 
and credit companies is that their car 
pounds are often in the middle of 
nowhere, so be prepared for an expen- 
sive bus or cab ride back to civitisation. 

Privately owned cars tend to be 
older and less sound, but you get a 
much warmer reception from the 
owner who’s glad to have his or her 
wheels back after months of using pub- 
lic transport TheyTI often just sign for 


it without checking it over. Always call 
foe day before delivery to check the 
owner will be in and to get directions. 
And it’s worth trying to sweet-talk foe 
owner into giving you a lift to some- 
where you can catch a bus or a train. 

It can be scary being in charge of 
someone else's pride and joy on 
unfamiliar roads: getting a Geo 
Metro through the Houston rush- 
hour without a scratch wasn’t the 
kind of white-knuckle ride I enjoy. 
But once you get the hang of the sys- 
tem it’s surprisingly easy. Rules can 
be bent as long as foe owner doesn’t 
receive their car as a mangled wreck 
on the back of a truck. 

Andrew Vincent paid £309 return fora 
BA flight from Heathrow to Washington. 
He booked his cars through the Arling- 
ton office ( near Washington) of Auto 
American Driveawav: 001 703 524 7300. 
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Traffic trouble spots 


Six of foe worst US 
traffic bottlenecks, from 
the American AA 

Los Angeles: Intersection 
of Interstate 5, Interstate 
10, Route 60 and 
Highway 101 - 566,000 
vehicles daily. 

Houston: Interstate 
Loop 610 and Highway 
59 - 330.000 vehicles, 
causing five to six hours 
of congestion. 


Dallas: Interstates 30 and 
35 - 200,000 vehicles. 

Boston: Interstate 93 - 
built for 90,000 vehicles, 
carries over twice as many 

New Orleans: Interstate 
10 and Interstate 610 — 
174.000 vehicles. 

Minneapolis: Interstate 
35 West at Minnehaha 
Creek - 100.000 vehicles 
into three lanes. 


■ A likely story 

“Enjoy our city, its historic mission traU, beauti- 
ful mountain vistas and desert sunsets, quaint 
Mexican restaurants and colorful history” 

- El Paso Tourism Department, Texas. 


The citizens of the city at 
the for west of Texas arc 
less sure about El Paso’s 
attractions. A letter to 
foe El Paso Titties last 
week asks: 

“Why would anyone 
want to visit Ei Paso 
when EI Pasoans ask 
themselves why they 
want to live here? 

Graffiti adorn the walls 
and road signs of our city 
as a welcome to tourists 
arriving by rail and car. 
Those arriving by train 
see trash strewn along 


the rail yard as they enter 
our historic and beautiful 
train station. 

On dear day’s, one ean 
barely sec the buildings 
because of air pollution. 

Apart from the 
friendly, smiling faces in 
El Paso, El Paso will 
never be able to 
capitalize on tourism 
until it seriously begins 
to eliminate some of its 
glaring deficiencies. 

Steven .4 Stxtres, 
East El Paso" 


Visitors’ book 


Border Patrol Museum, Trans-Mountain Drive, □ Paso, 
'fexas. 

We didn't realise just what the border patrol did; what 
a fine job - Edward Pexman, Grimsby'. 

Will bnng out-of-state visitors here -7ii& S Bumes, Taos. 
1 like the helicopter - Maureen Ann, El Paso. 

I like the boat - Gaby Fuentes, El Ptso. 

I like it all - Loreal Rachel, El Paso. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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v\ elK-s.NO R A ! L EX C U R SIGNS. 
S l L V = F SERVICE. DINING. 

Dr PASTURES THROUGHOUT 
B R I T A I N . 


r R f t_ 1 y -> 7 COLOUR B ROC H U P C 
AVAii. APi.E NOW. 

Tel- O 1 706 240000 
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NEW beat evar br och u re a 

hot off the (was. Don't • 

delay - phene now! • 


Ldra. Dries. North ‘KxfcUoan^ 
PMkDMci. W»M>. 2 
S-HdBl Doreet. Cenaaj. • 
Soatbeni Irciaod • 


01756 702200 


Christmas Breaks 



NEW PARK MANOR 
Ut THE NSW FOREST 

you YOUK BRIOKT CHRISTMAS 
qr SPARKLING SEW YEAR 
Bumi HIC "" S int 

um. n u Ttft i n rvtmr. rtvmmu 

main. Iiw cnltftitaBwnl- 

FtsnvE brews ran* 2 mams 
I ^ w „^01590 623467 
•tA«~ W* ETB****» HC AA«*r 


English Country 

Cottages 

An unwvmueo 
choice in England^ 

lutdiw areas. 
Free 444 Mge 
colour brodinre. 
■INC 

(01455)352122 

quote Ejuamre 



Actirity Holidays 
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Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATCHWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lw bools. flTI 268) 703091. 
BRITAIN'S BEST Sc« Dirt Narraw- 
boat HoBdays. WWoet cho tea. 
Booton a m wofcome. Tat 
Or 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE Ewt Angfts KM- 

SSbKMfi JS" 
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Devon & Cornwall 


FOWtY/POmUAN. Oamjno 

able. Pal* weloomo. Tal. 01726 
870*08 

S9USGSJ K55S; 

m208) 872 S59. 7 day pmatml 

iorrtcaOam-Opm. 

DEVON CONNeCTTOJCUWTJ 
pod. Iff. Tel 01 546660064 

mt «S 2 » J 22 ?”*- 

pert 01758 702201 


nE^ESOMHISErS paMM. 

C h oos e Un orrar UOootfBpN. 
012824*5726 (UH1 22) 


EXMOOR. TWITCH EN Farmhouse 
Hotel ETB 3 Cnrena. Xraa ccttv 

S5SSSEV5Sy«» 

BWCASTLE HARBOUR. N.Cam- 
wal mo Old Brewnousa. a wMW. 

comloiBlite. wft SJa 

6. Parting and flOTjp*- 
corna.StiparteStTmrglpqtot. 
forty ail seasons. *«■ Xnm. 
BTOcfem; 01793 731686. 

BOSCASIl£. KCORHW*U-»na» 

and WYear breafcs. Small j»hga 

how. WarmOi. comtol and! 

Qtul food. 3 ntBtifo C1B500. For 
Brochus 01840 

SAHa ^ xl 

COM hOUSB BOB 

Sp»7.Tol 01738 811 

DARTMOOR Maw Vm. PW0*J 
rs BaaL Staap* B. TH 
01822856566 


Norfolk 


Norfolk 


minOtel 


THREE NIGHTS FOR THE PRICE 
OF TWO WHEN YOU STAY WITH 
J MINOTEL WITHIN EAST ANGLIA 


If you want to enjoy a first class break in picturesque East Anglia, why not take advantage of the special 3 nights for 

the price of 2 deal being offered by Minotel Great Britain. 

Each Mino tel hotel offers first class accommodation at a competitive price, combined with the personal attention only 

available from smaller hotels. 


The Minotel hotel s loca ted in East Anglia are: 

THE PARK HOTEL, DISS - 

THE GEORGIAN HOUSE HOTEL, NORWICH - 

BRANDON HOUSE HOTEL, THETFORD - 

HOTEL WROXHAM, WROXHAM - 

LIFEBOAT INN, THORNHAM - 

THE SIR ALFRED MUNNINGS HOTEL, MENDHAM - 


Teh 01379 642244 
Tel: 01603 615655 
Tel: 01842 810171 
ThL 01603 762061 
Tbl: 01485 512236 
Tbl: 01379 852358 


Please remember to quote the Independent when making a booking to ensure you benefit from the special deal. Offer available until 21st March 1997. 


Christmas 
lat GissingHalll 

CM» Nt Dta. Norfolk IFSXUM 
Im U m iIi co—4 ml Hr 4— ri 1 
Wrilnpn | 
MM aMaa Mart am. 

TEL: 01379 677291 
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Ireland 


hrmtotrtjeaxaoeuafshcm. 

| any. urenot. itowjrr. cMa. QMr. ] 

5*90. DoregA 

7ridcl>"i MtiilwrnrwItTT 

£220 ovpnrtf>ririMii 

■^01756702241 


CONNEMARA CO. OALWAY 
Cart House Hour - Qsrdana 


Raatauram and Rk*w s 

Taft (00363} BB31001. nK 81077. 

IRISH COUNTRY Hofideys • IM 
premier chqfcai Over 800 MMd- 

uri coa agaa. Frtrtrousas, 

(Unannon cnlafog and 

iiBtOlhs 


dank. Many rrt c oma pals. 
Phone 01 602 660688 {24 horn) 
JOYCES IRELAWX IMBMrtfefog 
IwBdM. Dteewar ttwhUrtiK 
land, let 01634623017 
SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 
rtes Individual wm^aa In 
atiMib foeifioM. Dlac hu. 

AltO. Colour Brochure. 01828 

681080 

MASPALOMAS, bun 
4. From 2Blh DM 


The Lake District 


HUTHWATC HOUSE WUMrMMa 
Thoretareow Road, Mitootfog 

Mca.MraerniMrt8a» W nti5ft 

jkibZI battri) SataUM TV. Um- 
imUna. Sauna, tyto Saan Room 
and iMrtd Indoor sod mW* for 

s sss^JEessrs 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOMCCOT- 

7 ‘- Hot M *■ p* b “ Bmm 

1887 baal inrer .cotour brochuta. 
Ptmawwll D17SB702CQ6 


COWTRY CHJOSTKAS In Norttl 
Norfodc. idyllic Sancana Head, 
jog ItrQ- Afl major BuMaa.01263 

London 

| EXECUTIVE HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS 

op lo 50% off 
4* S STAR 
I HOTEL CENTRAL LONDON 
| Eram CU00 fp/po daxiop i wia nxw 

Also WORLDWIDE 
Td: 0171 935 1335 
Fax: 0171 935 9363 


Northumbria 


BUFBtB COTTAGES. Northumbria, 
Wales, Yorkshire & Shropshire. 

Syfcas Cotton (01244) 34S7TXL 


Scotland 


Country Cottages 
in Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 
properties in die mart 
heaaMnl ns o# Scotland. 
naHnctuocKvu 

-RING (0990) *51155 
Ql)0TISIt4(MHr»l 



SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hoi ofl the pran nrt 
1697 beat ever cakw brochure. 

PtMtt noart! 01758 702Z13 

EDItaURttl. BAS. City centre. 
From CiZpppo. Cbifomn and 
H og ma n a y treca wriaa 1«m E20 

pppn. 0181 5579488. 


Suffolk 


ALDBURGH FOR CHMSTUAS? 
Smio (Matched bongatafr. Ml 
CflF Facing sea. cmwtt 
Maaoa 4. AnlaMa 1« Dac to 5 
Jan. Phone 0124# 782305 Mar 
Spm. 


Sussex 


i i ym i ii i niin r ran lnann i m m m 

Tudor Manor. WfeiMr 

braaka. Any 2 nlsjtt CM m 
Deaaadmaec emlrea,|u yE* 
only far rtnar 8 hwttt RAC 
t w uure m ward 81-86. Mao Near 
Years Eve break. Tel (01424) 
87053 


USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

C 0 1. 1 N TKY H C '.! !• £ 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL: 

(0990) 143686 (24 Hn) 
Quote Be£N284. 


ft Don't forget 
v to mention - . 
.The Independent 
when replying to 
; \ adverts 


^gland 

\ H y-dri w, bolds & country 
f lims. jdfdnre ox lours, 
xj/f? golf 4 cycling IwlKbys 
| Ca ll Tor a brochure 

WTOW 0990 605605 

Agn .<im arm 




!*★ 


mimm « 


*ateTo«*lkrt*l 


■motcrhbbspwgs^ 

icMtifflA-TWfflCSFORlOf^ 




Call statesavers first 

0990 133 343 


If you wish to advertise 
in tins section please 
telephone the Travel 
Tbam rat 0171 293 2222 


Shropshire 


AB80LUTB.Y FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludknr. a night breaks horn 
C7S. Cottr Broetc 01564 823209 

Wales 


BRECON BEACONS/ 

| BLACK MOUNTAINS | 
NATIONAL PARK 
! Over 100 sdf catering cottages. 

I rant step op to 35. Many less j 
[ San £250 per week bigi season. | 

01874 676446 


A icperb refaction of guofity 
eharedar c oh oga v inlna 
IttbwIadreCariHd i Bnd 
Park. AC properties (urnishad 
to tha Kghad standards. 

Him new far (bb nlotr hredwm 

01239-681397 C4W 

BH 8 R ESHBE 
aMVAflowan' 


60wEH JdyWc3cn»wn i7Cfam- 
houn an wtoB, BA EM. E25J0. 
Log Ures, Beanaad bar . fishing. 
Which? bast B & B. AA/MC 
Brochure 01 a» 5058 TO. 

COAST 8 COUNTRYSIDE. Colore 
brocfaureoJSOOhnntaiaaa/col- 
MgsaihreureHUVIfalsa.Al tourist 
board to spectad/oradad. Walas 


cretoga. Water- 
wa* *tow. Inti na atfa y. Brochure 
Tri. (01437)532485 any dma. 
SNOWDONIA COASTUHE. Lfayn 
pamdnarea. Coastal and couny 
cotaoaaand fanshousaa. Nafyn 
(23*01798 720674 
WALES Spaeteasis. Choose turn 
gw 410 COttagas. 01282 445726 


Tggjnffw^r 1 987 jjuldfl 


now) PBn, last 


Psniirokrettm 01437 


Xmas 


The Dales 


8UPCRS OOTTAOES. VMS Dfass, 

Horthumbria, Lakes. Peaks. Sykss 

C0ttgas(D12U34S3m 

voSSrwin 2 ft o». a rear 

H aw ort h Court HetaL Car Para. 

CrtML Brochure 01904435188 
YORKS dales. Mom Coast. Ptak 
A Lake Dta. Hdday Cotts Yotk- 
SMM017E6 700873 




Dilkl ) Di 


VDENT 


ON SUNDAY 



^INDEPENDENT 

vacancies 



Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 
418,000 of oor readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage on their holiday last year! 

(TGI 1995 GROSS) 


For only £112 a line inclusive of VAT (approx. 4 words per line), yon can 
advertise your holiday home and fill those vacancies throughout the year 
Your advertisement will appear in the weekend section of The 
Independent on Saturday and/or the Review section of the Sunday paper 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call Tina Prince on 0171 293 2607 Monday to 
Friday between 9.30am - 5.30pm. 

or 

FQl in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/American Express/Diners Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 


Insertion Dates — 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for fc made payable to 

(£112 a line per insertion. £353 if both Saturday & 
Sunday are used) Newspaper P u h l ia hm g Pic 
or debit my 

Accesa'Vin/Amex/Diiiera account by L.....—. 

Card No: - 

Start Date: .Expiry Dane. 

Your Details: 

Name — - 

Address 


lfeJNaDay.... 


.Evening. 


Signature: 


FiO in and send to: Tina Prince,Tnivel Team. CtaariScd Adrtrtiaing, flic Independent. 

One Canada Square, Canary Whart London EI4 SOL. 


J_L 


! I 
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';i&r ^ess'e -caU.^^n^.-Fiiiice Xos 0171 03 2687 
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TEL 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


„ ncrPMBER 1996 * THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1* ^ ■ ■ ■ 

FAX: 0171 293 2505 


IbkeOff 


r 


Becausej^^think the world of you 


currenl be st bu Y s on the world's finest airlines 


Tike Off 


Tike Off 


fofd. taxes) 

sreaay ran 

SYDNEY 

£347 

£529 

PERTH 

£319 

£514 

AUCKLAND 

£319 

£569 

BANGKOK 

£238 

£396 

HONGKONG 

£269 

£459 

SINGAPORE 

£242 

£439 

BALI 

£339 

£495 

SAIGON 

£327 

£556 

TOKYO 

£267 

£495 

DELHI 

£198 

£391 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA . 

UKANGH£S 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

CARIBBEAN 

MEOCO CfTY 

MANILA 


oncny earn 

Iran 

£122 £165 
£129 £199 
£159 £235 
£217 £256 
£217 £256 
£256 £256 
£138 £214 
£175 £265 
£248 £374 
£274 £457 


JOHANNESBURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 


BttiOr Din 

ken 

£264 £385 


TRAIL 



ERS A- 




worldwide attention lo detail 


£333 £556 
£319 £549 


THE T * A V E L EXPECTS 


ESI £482 
£186 £389 


CAIRO 

£145 

£242 

AMSTERDAM 

£63 

£69 

GENEVA 

£99 

£99 

PARS 

£69 

£69 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£609 


NEW ZEALAND FROM £569 RETURN 
Book now for the best fares 
on quality scheduled airlines. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night Irom 


Forms real towdown on worldwide 
travel, IraBfmlnrs Is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Trefifmders offers more low cast 
fBgftts to more destinations tban 
rayons. Experts In a Wares since 
197D, we can taRor-make your very 
on pelage *n op to 65% discount 
M Mats and ear hire worWwkte. 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 - AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £38 
USA CAR Hfflf FROM £12 PK DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMSBCA DIRECTORY ON 0171-938 3939 




■ 4 * 


.citum. 






FOR YOUR FRtF COPY OF THE 
T H A ! L FifiO^H MAGAZINE 
CAL! 017 ! 033 3930 ANYTIME 


All cur shops a;» on-- 1 - r.*..-, rt . . .. 

v ■ -P-" ■-•0 !-oji j-opr: • Th.urs unli ’pin • o.:r- iO-oct 


'“"as«£sS“ 

215 SrtQtoS ■ jUjWjf W®° 

Transallantic & European: 0171-937 wm 

42-50 Earls Court ^ 

Lonfl Haul Flights: 0171-938 3365 

22-24 The Pflory 84 685 

Worldwide Flights: 0121-236 1234 

jo porn street • BRISTOL BS1 iHO 
Worldwide Flights 0117-929 9000 

254-284 SaicIfelBlI SWJ • .‘““EL®* 3EH 

Worldwide Flights: 0141-353 2ZZ4 

58 Deansgale • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
Worldwide Flights: 0181488 1 6969 
fija&BusinessCte^Olfrj-j^^ 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


* S TA TRAVEL* 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


iwfr raifr 

Paris £59 

Amsterdam £67 
Geneva 06 

Athens £99 

Prague £129 


i Rook 

£132 

DeU 

079 

Mnka 012 

; IjasAngries 

019 

SagNnc 

£414 

Mode jmakn £29 

| Wanf 

£228 

Hong Kong £499 

Jduraiesfaorg £499 

: Toronto 

£2K 

**yo 

018 

Brisbane B5B 

: Bangkok 

055 

ttakobi 

091 

Auddnd £S22 


ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £587 


5 



\ EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 381 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR Hffit • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 SSL CTCO 

l Q7fiBbnRoadNIVtMOUBno^SdSW,nQiodgeSlWl > l4ittbL — 


UWK»««ffiTBLGMJ6(MlfflSeWC^ STA TRAVEL 


r 


TRAVEL DESIGNS 


HOLIDAYS ' 



0171 W61551 

m—aori wi miiu-rawt 


AVIATION WORLD 


xnee tm amoKOKHtm 

AHSTBSMEB AUSTRALIA 23B5 

fleur Eta row ramose 
emus na iruavu) os 

BRAEL 049 NEffYSne E» 

mono m Tokyo m 
3PLBuaessaHsrcnasBtfBAWL 


mure, mm Raiuunra sbwce 


FRS PHONE 0500 821848 



row cm 

AMSTERDAM fe. 34 68 
AUSTRALIA 335599 


Campus 

travel 


0171 224 4834 


I A HepHtafiarrFBmaHBuadl 


JANUARY / FEBUARY '97 FARES 


rCWWJRK £173 DEW £385 BOSTON £346 MADRAS £420 1 
L ANGELES £275 H.X0HG £475 B0MKYO6S NNRDB 
SINGAPORI 


MOM STOP 


S Fer frlaadly, ■((Ideal larvlca call - 

* 0171 482 0414 s a 


CapitalFiiis 

OPEN I DAILY I ILL LA f F 


SPAIN r r CS3 S'.'.'IsS !> £?9 

GREECE C59 ITALY £m9 

ViLTC CG9 KEY.' YCJIK Cl : 3 

CYPRUS Cl 23 FLORIDA CIS; 

TEL AVIV £’i9 SY2I.EY MiS 

INDIA ViS ?Ail EAST fTAp 


017 1-209 4000 


12-25 Yrsor 
FULL TIME STUDENT? 


Low** tore* UK, Europe 
■ndWoriMda 


• Bastnuranca (rami day 
to 1 '.; years 

* RountJ-The-Wortd jno 
Baek-Factong Exports 

APPLE WORLD TRAVEL 
^tt ulh fi m K O pBc ahu 

01202 314499 0 *? 0 

cmntoAOLNaHnHemera 


encu 

f LIGHTS t 


C\ <: 

t^. Going Places 

Pricesaver Airfares 



704VS 

01717308111 
0171730 3402 
0171 7302101 

0117929 2494 
0131 8683303 
0161 273 1721 
01415531818 


-4 3?-'Sf.«'ES NAT-CriV. 
51 GnoVvC-.OK <jA~xr: 


BAMOOOK 

195 3S5 

BBM6 

224348 


79156 


122244 

DUBUN 

30 60 

n 'i ■■ 

94166 


256449 


MEXICO 

193359 

MOSCOW 

133218 

gg | 

202365 


ainM 

MRS 

30 59 

too 

207344 

^ r» ^• l ;i4B 

my'tLi l\ 


75 12t 



55110 

NOW AVAILABLE 


I ROUND THE 

WORLD 1 

' LONDON/ 
BANGKOK/ SYDNEY/ 
LOS ANGELES/ 
LONDON ROM £680 


CAIRO C 1 59 FARO *•;*•! 
ORLANDO Cl 33 MALTA TBS 
USA '1/9 GREECE 969 
AUSTRALIA CAES LfiNZAROTt 'JR 
ISRAEL ; 76 S THAHAN 3 “319 
COA _ T ?33 SPAIN T«a 

0171 419 1919 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMBKA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
WHOLE EAST AF RICA 

THRDFTWAY 
TRAVEL 
S 0171 -490 1490 




vv vv ;v. c o m p u s t r a v e I c o . u k 


We provide a lul range 
at services tor youth and 
studgttt r aveflerxindutfing 
euAnin/bus passes, 
tnwd insurance low cost 
aooommodatian. or hire. 
B> anb, adventure torn. 




MU DELHI 
SSI HONGKONG 
Ski BANGKOK 
325 SINGAPORE 
SO UANGELBS 
423 NEW YORK 
349 TORONTO 


i ,,-r i . n AUCTLAND-H 

I SPECIAL! gffSSnSfia 1 ” I Ila-tqwpoh 



oKi-fii 6000 


l I- Si .Dtt 111 


I* tflr 


VH RICHMOND HD, KINGSTON, SUVKEYKT25HL OPEN 704X3 


FLIGHTSEATS 


Alicante Fr ESO 

Malaga £59 


f=ar© XSO 

Palma £SB 

Mahon/i biza. . .£69 

Tfenertfa Ero 

Lanzarote £V9 

Funchal £89 

ALL EUROPEAN AND WORLDWIDE DEBT. AVAILABLE. 

NOW BOOKING SLIMMER ’97 
RETAIL AGENT FOR ATOL HOLDERS 


Oalaman.. £89 

Malta F=Y ....£89 

Qrooo«*l«tes.£89 
Qaneva — ..... £89 

Xal Avtv — £t£9 

Orlando £1 89 

Canada £229 


Ol 476 5741 1 1 


JETLINE 


Over 700 shops nationwide or 
call now on 0161 474 7555 


You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


BELFAST from 


E6S return 


BERGEN from 


£145 return 


BRUSSELS from 


£74 return 


DUBUN from 


£69 return 


EDINBURGH from 


£58 return 


FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW from 


Ell 9 return 


LEEDS BRADFORD from 


£58 return 


£77 return 


NICE from 


£149 return 


PALMA from 


£149 return 


PARIS from 


£79 return 


PRAGUE from 


€164 return 


TEESSIDE from 


GB8 return 


ZURrCH from 


£99 return 


Ream fans from London Heathrow. 
CantsH tour local tra«i agent a cd (tor details on 


0345 554554 oi; 
034 5 I FLY BM 


OR British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


SacaiiEnmMniMnainHifM 
5aSirtl 10 ■wnhtoiiTi ’ -tf mat —k— li m i w niAl Or*. 
rimpvtBDn •n«w*t Sxt.ii una ire w*a**r roaiSat mnuk, 
Irrffl lliafw hrsde. FakaWL Ungcm me BdtaL 



IATA. ABTA No. 48226. ATOL No. 3873. Fares si*Jaa to 
evafiatdEiyv afrpori taxas. supptemantt where appropriate and 
are not all for Immediate departure. Fares tor departure from 
London al^xxts and may be subject to restrictions on departure 
date and length ol stay. 1 % charge appfles to at oedtfohargs 
card transactions for bookings under E2£00. 



Daily Scheduled 
Services 


4 x Glasgow 
4 x Edinburgh 
3 x Aberdeen 
I x Inverness 
3 x Amsterdam 
1 x Nice 
X x Barcelona 


£29 

£29 

£29 

£29 

£35 

£49 

£49 


Single, Irem, «d. Ta*. 

Do not toiuiic a Saturday niftht nay. 
From London Luton airport 


easy Jet 


Can Ois sz 44 SS 55 anytime 


:-w»h ■ :» 

poiacat ?s i>,‘» 

I'RSEt n IfRICi :n 

cm:ci R" ctNinj m 

tiJihir *:v 'M)ia 

CtPhos i:« f.-.s Ci>" :«'• 

mid. f.;%i :s*> luMfc.’.fj 

r.»»i «» •* -• I r 


Corsica 



Smafl 8 friendly Auberga 
MOMMktaliwi Secret Mtwao 
Beadnkta Villas and Apartments 
Oasdc Hotels Hy-drivt Cycling 
5(7 Hui*olt RoMl London m aqti 
AttSZD* anMXMaa unorswi 


0171-385 8438 


CORSCAN PLACES. The Coretcan 
spedaRsL Lovaiy range ot vMaa, 
oooagaa. apis & ’ 

Mon<S& personal service. Cal for 
our 1097 brachum 01424 774340. 
ATOL 2647 AJTCL 
SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover the 

M edtt n n ansan 'a haaHapt aocraL 
an Wand o( gtorku baachaa and 
spsctwutar mountains, u ntar- 
n ish ed by mass towtsm. VHIas 
with pools, 
mountain 


aUwfpes ■ 

— c alnsi 
ABTA VI 387 ATOL 1922 ATTO 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, V8SIA, BUDAPEST aid 
SlovaHa.Cantmpmlona.hoMa 
& apt*. Catchers (9170(9 62360a 


Germany 


GERMANY - Daily km cost (Ughte 
and hotel ac co mmo da tion. All 
major credit cards. Please oaO 
Gentian Travel Centre 0(81 429 
2900. ASIA ATOL 9S77 IATA 


Greece 


SPRING FLOWERS, braeltiakfeig 
views 8 empty beeches. Dtscouar 
Wastem Crete from afe vfSages 
houeae. Pure Crete (91 81) 760 
087S.ATOLZ7&7. 

GRECOPJLE/ FIL0XB4IA For the 
dlaoemtefl, My, Ouieter Greece. 
(01422 ) 373899 . ATOL 2917 AfTO. 

BDIPLY CRETE Escape th# main- 
streem and experienep the msJ 
Crete. Raatorad mny coKagaa, 
vflas arilh prtvata poots, quaRty 
apartnantaand tamBynm hotefs. 
Ptea ialand Wa nnailng and Spa- 


eM IntaresL HoikteysT 0181 395 
VI 337 ATOL 1822 


9323 ABTA 17133'. 

AfTO 

SIMRur IONIAN Paste. Corfu. 
Drtto. Megan M. tteaca. 
Caphataflte. Zankynteoa. OAoaa. 
HMIafly Greek holidays away 
from the nwkM tr aai iL VHtes wfth 
private pools, famRyflm Mala & 
seaakte eooses In bemidfuL 
imapcA locadoiis. paa Spedalht 


Interest Hoddoys.'6isi 

1337 ATtXlKZ AfTO 


ABTA VI 337i 


LOW COST FLIGHTS AnowMflhL 
01SS7 5M8I8. MonGte Ban>«pai 
DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WDRUlWnC 
Travel bnuraoce leea 25*. 
Wlneapan 0121-457 8867 19532. 
NAIROBI JuVAufl daf. seat awafl. 
Phona now A1RBROKB& 0860 
561532 ATOL S7B5 


France 


Villas & Cottages 

Coast or Country 






Best Vklue Luxury 

Mobile Homes 

On 4-Star Sites 



MANY PRICES 
REDUCED FOR 1997 

(01903) 748123 

Lpbta Afro. 



N] 


Traditional holiday 
properties of character 
and quality in 
France and Corsica- 

Many with pooL 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 14SB81 
QDOTE WO?-- tWI 
Or write to: Dept F097. 


Overseas Travel 




Overseas Travel 



kABMKRS 

JBlBaS 


BEAL HOLIDAYS 

OUR WINDER 
PROGR AMME OP 
SIGHTSEEING. 
WALKING, CROS S 
COUNTRY SKIING 
AND GENERAL 
EXPLORATION IS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Box 45, 

Welwyn Garden 

AL86FQ 

TeL 01707 331133 
Fax; 01707 335276 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Newspaper PuOfishlng pic 
regrets (hot aOiooflh every 
reasonable precaution la taken, 
no raeponeteOty can be 
accepted (or Bghts andtor 
aooornntocteHan afered 
throtqh fftaaa columns, or any 
loss arising therefrom. H seders 
are advised to take a> 
necaasaiy precautions btebm 
anterfog Wo any travel 
arrangements. 


Special Interest Holidays 


J Special Interest Holidays] 


I ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 




Europe 


Africa 


Brochure Line 
0131 74 2 3049 



USA & Canada % 

South East Asia 8 

Australia / NZ | 

tnefia, Nepal & China | 

Trans Siberian 1 

! A Fioot, ?4 Earley Mow Foil 

liye. London IV 4 4PH | 




' K iv.Hkis lit '•null 
Lire > u [» icltouim 
~ I Ii«<lii.i.i\ ' wur 'ItKt uli 

... I u ill: i>u i .'<) 

/ ’.( .u s : 1 1, ;ili ( : 


(.house linni I 
life Kill loot lid r;. s 



LiXOlJUS 


Dial for adventure 


the adventure: 

hike or mountain bike through Israel & Jordan 


the challenge: 

raise sponsorship in aid of Oxfom 

the benefit: 

experience Ire wonder of die Negev desert 
ana see Odom's work at first hand 


the brochure: 07865 312456 


CkfcmiMedl 


1 Kingdom end IrJand AVVA Ai 

aomwteeroFadaobilwiufand ^ AjjW nWi 
No 20291 B INBKHCOOH AN) IHAM) 


Itaty 



i^Dnve 

France 



Afro Frte Brochure aim 


24h, 0181 395 8909 


CHEZ NOUS -67 Out Now. Save 
Uonay Book Mractwdii 1700 prL 
«■ awnere of M types d hgUsy 
proparly In Franea. Cfry Breals, 
Ferry Dos*. Broetc m AM 682603. 

SW FRANCE Famriioasas with 
Pools. Jam at Geronna & U 
Basm. 01964 261431. AfTO ABTA 


Traditional farmhouses, 
villas and apamaaio in 
I coifs prettiest regions. 
FREE CO IODB BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143683 

QUOTE (On Or arte tar 
Ibamze ta hallo, Dtpc 1059, 
Btgom. fa&aroagh. 

Wat Sana RH20TQD. 

VW2ANZE IN BALIA 



CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01 293 552277 

hub HMtiaa. awB miims 

CASTLEJ 
FAIR HO tf EES 
V r I L A s 
WQ AFAITBIIITJ 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vary special 
( nrmf waa,v <1a»A Am In Awuund 
ane ht Ung medieval sai 
Gtmtgpano frsnret FtorenotS 
Stana-lBBTfarediOIBI-ttZ-eiB 


IDVLUC reux riBas. Itnhauaes, 
cantos, hotels, (ha compters 
nn la ieo i L QH dgo wat a r e Thaeans. 
0161 7tJ7 0795. ABTA D0218 


SIMPLY TUSCANY 8 UMBRIA. 
1807 hradan out on Tredl- 
tfonal country vflto a pai tmenlv 
with pool and B nrih la. fy^rtvo 
hoidaya (aateto g c hamA i g . kn)- 
■nate hotsts. Plusapactol Interest 
HoBdayaandahonbreakstoFlo- 
vanen. Ptares nfl Otm P9B 922S. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 Ada 


Spain 


Domaru 1 


SPAZS 

Tndliioul 
country honae&, rUlas 
and apartments In 
countryside Spain and 
Portugal 

nncgwoi naoemnn 
■oaeiPMfol 14SMX 
QmreaEF esww 



AM1ALUCIA . baauEhil o6*o mto 8 
pool in (net Mage nr Rond*. 
Superb views, flare, lamia. S/e 
apt* for 2-12. WRh aB comforts 

(01348) 674361 


MOUNTAINS OF 5WUH. P yre n ass, 
AndBfrmte, S/C. Wand Spain, 
Country Gueal Honss. EcoLferica 
(0171)7321180. ATOL 4004, 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
wfth pools in unspoRr areas a f 
Catteimya. Andafuda & Uafloroa. 
01954 281 43f ATTD ATOL 2787 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Deam 
on 

0X71 293 2222 







Tbe spedatists in travel Id 

CHILE 





OVERLAND 
ADVENTURES 
Asia, Africa 
& the Americas 



te-2la37«Mfa 

» Hsfil flip 

a 01728 

“ 861133 

Dragoman , 

1 Camp Green, Debonbam, ' ’ 

S tPwn ia r1oa1.IP146LA | 


TWO MAGIC ISLANDS TO PAWL 
frwpfetog coureas. Msrafi4M|orea. 
UayfSapMAuD. Our 30th Yean 
limtomore School of Mnthg. fata 
at MOB PA706HD. 01881 704201 


INDOCHINA TRAVEL - new tour 
data#* available now tor 1907/8: 
Vtotesm. Malay Borneo. SulmwaL 
Unhpw grore> tours and taSor- 
n»cto Itfrwrartaa. 01 81 995 8280. 
ABTA Vt 337 ATOL 1922 Aim 



l 


i gw^ax p la w toy b o l l fliy i 

EGYPT JORDAN SYRIA 
MOROCCO MAU ETHIOPIA 

Lebanon Israel Yemen Oman 
Tunisia Kenya Tanzania Namibia 
Botswana soota Africa 

Cultural tours, safals, wilderness... ■, 
adventures by Nile felucca, bus, * 
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‘I liked the snake jewellery 

Catherine Stebbings visits Birmingham's Jewellery quarter 



Hands-on experience for Jessica Hayes 


B irmingham’s Jewellery Quarter 
has been a hive of activity for 
over 200 years and is still a riv- 
ing community of crafts people, 
manufacturers and retailers. St Paul's 
church and square and the neighbouring 
streets were built in the late 1770’s. Sil- 
versmiths and goldsmiths moved there, 
as well as the “toy makers” who made 
fancy buckles, trinkets and small boxes. 
They pooled their skills to produce the 
best designs, workmanship and materials. 

By 1913 almost 70,000 people worked 
in the jewellery trade. It is still an area 
of grand houses and artisan’s terraces. An 
open cemetery is crammed with deceased 
jewellers and an intriguing dock stands 
at the end of Vyse St, commemorating 
local MP, Joseph Chamberlain. 

In the 1970’s manufacturers opened 
their doors to the public, encouraging 
retailers to open shops here. This is the 
place to sell your bullion, but there is 
nothing fake here - it is Birmingham’s 
business and a big one. Ring makers, 
chain makers, bracelet makers join forces 
to produce all you could dream ot You 
will also find the School for Jewellers and 
Silversmiths (run by the University of 
Central England in Birmingham), over 
100 jewellery shops, and many more 
workshops. Even the Assay office is just 
around foe corner on Newhall Sl 
T he Jewellery Quarter Discovery Cen- 
tre occupies the restored premises of 
Smith and Pfcpper. The company was first 
registered in 1899 and ceased trading in 
1981 when there were no heirs to con- 
tinue the business. It is a fascinating 
insight into a working factory, the tech- 
niques used and the grim conditions in 
which they worked to produce such 
sparkling results. 

Everything from ledgers to shoes 
covered in gold dust has teen preserved. 


Over 7000 steel dies silently line the 
walls of the single storey factory out in 
the garden, never to be used again. This 
may seem dead history but just up the 
road hundreds of jewellers work at 
their windows using much of the same 
technology. 


The visitors 


Rosie Hayes, teacher, took her two 
daughters Sarah, 14 and Jessica, 10. 

Rosie; My husband was raised in Birm- 
ingham so I wanted to introduce the chil- 
dren to the area as somewhere their 
grandparents had visited and enjoyed for 
years. Their grandfather lunched in the 
St Paul's Club in the Jewellery Quarter 
for much of his life. We all enjoyed look- 
ing round the jewellery shops seeking 
out rows of pearls, gold drains of every 
conceivable design and comparing the ‘ 
price tags. This definitely gave us a feel 
for the area. - 

The museum was nicelypresented. A 
good, short video introduced the jew- 
eller’s raw materials of gold, silver, plat- 
inum, diamonds and coloured gem- 
stones, describing how they are mined 
and prepared for use. A display of jew- 
ellery and a sign indicating where h had 
been worn from ears to navels brought 
it down to a personal level and we 
became part of centuries of jewelleiy 
wearing people. 

The guided tour concentrated on the 
family business, the employees and the 
manufacturing process. I liked- the 
way the factory .retained its atmos- 
phere, still smelling of oil; dark and 
dingy, lit solely by rows of old angle- 
poise lamps and a grimy window. Tt 
was pokey, crammed with thousands of 
dies and huge industrial machinery. 


There was a chance for the children to 
get a feel for the manufacturing 
process which is important in an age 
where everything from food to jew- 
ellery is instantly available in huge 
variety and quantity from a local shop. 
It would have been easier to take in if 
we could have tried our hand at using 
the simple drill to make a hole through 
the metal, pulling the copper wire 
through the wire lengthener or even 
matching a cast to a die. 

Sarah: I found -the Jewelleiy Quarter 
really interesting with all those tiny 
shops selling old and new jewellery, a 
variety of people buying and selling, and 
a lot erf money changing hands. I saw one 
lady hand over a huge wad of notes - 1 
have never seen so many in my life. 

At the Discovery Centre it was nice to 
see the only place where they did all the 
manufacturing under one root from 
sheet metal to finished process. I don’t 
think I would wear the bamboo bracelets 
Smith and Pepper made but I liked their 
snake jewellery. 

. I can’t imagine working in the factory 
for 60 years as some of the jewellers did. 
They only worked on a single part of the 
designs, the same part every day. The 
round benches were very cramped and 
the windows kept dosed to stop the mrall 
burners going out or the gold dust flying 
outside. 

The jeweller who was demonstrating 
there was very interesting. I would love 
to master the circular breathing he 
showed us. He breathed in through his 
nose and out through his mouth at the 
same time while working with his blow- 
pipe : 

We did have a big group on our tour 
but then it gave me an idea of just how 
cramped working conditions were. A 


nice lady guide had actually worked 
there and told us what it was like, how 
the place worked and how the staff were 
managed. She showed us her name in 
the wages book and was apparently 
paid very well. 

Jessica: I preferred the upstairs part of 
the museum most; the videos and displays 
were good. I liked the offices with the old 
telephones, notes, bills, pieces of paper, 
packing boxes and a calculator that 
looked very strange. I liked hearing 
about the people who worked hereand 
what they did. I would have been happier 
working here then in the grimy factory 
downstairs. 

You needed a tour to see what it was 
like, how it felt and how they made all 
the different jewellery, but it was over an 
hour which was a bit long. 

Apparently it doesn't normally last that 
long. The man working at the bench was 
good, but I like places with more activ- 
ities for children. I would have liked to 
cut some metal, make a ring or just touch 
something. When we bad our photo 
taken we did get to sit at a bench and feel 
what it was like. 

I loved the shops in the Jewellery 
Quarter. I bought a pair of solid gold ear- 
rings for only £5 which was great Later 
we spotted a similar die in the Discov- 
ery Centre. • 

The Deal 

Birmin gham Jewellery Quarter Discov- 
ery Centre, 77-79 Vyse Street, 

Hockley, Birmingham (0121-554 3598. 
Entrance through the shop. The Jew- 
ellery Quarter is signed from the city cen- 
tre for pedestrians and traffic, and served 
by trains and buses 16, 16 A, 70, 74, 78, 
79, 91,46 and 101. 


Photograph: News Team 


Access: Meter parking and multi-storey 
Pay and Display (2 hours) on Vyse SL 
Free parking (2 hours) on most adjoin- 
ing streets. 

Disabled-access. 

Opening Times: AH year Monday-Friday 
1 Dam -4pm. 

Saturday llam~5pm, Gosed Sunday. 
Admission: Adults, £2; Children and 
OAP’s, £1.50; family tickets, £5. 

Food: The Discovery Centre has an 
excellent cafe, better than most local 
sandwich bars for snacks, cappuccino 
and cake etc. Filled baguettes, £1.50. 
Open 10am-4pm, weekdays; llam-5pm, 
Sats. The area has a number of tradi- 
tional greasy spoon cafes like the Hyl- 
ton Cafe, 2 Hylton Sl Sausage, egg, 
chips and peas for £2.15; open 630am- 
230pm; 730am-2.30pm, Sats. The best 
pub is The Rope Walk, Sl George’s 
Square for good hot meals, light snacks 
and Banks’s beer. There is also a street 
vendor selling filled jacket potatoes, 
£L50, on \fyse St 

Shopping: Around 100 jewellery shops 
offer classic engagement rings, bracelets, 
chains, signet rings, watches etc. Smaller 
studios take one-off commissions. Sculp- 
tors, stained-glass designers, graphic 
artists and furniture makers also have 
studios. The Discovery Centre Shop has 
good contemporary jewellery and local 
crafts - inducing work by Kathryn Willis, 
Ruth Martin, Jane Adams and Pamela 
Rawnsley. 

Events: Temporary exhibitions of local 
craftspeople in the Discovery Centre 
Cafe. Craft Sale, Discovery Centre Cafe, 
7 and 8 December - offering unique 
ideas for Christmas shoppers. 

Toilets: Excellent facilities in the Dis- 
covery Centre including baby changing 
and feeding room. Public toilets on Vyse 
St for shoppers. 


Are we 
nearly there? 

A weekly round-up of 
events for children 


Get in a Christmassy mood by seeing 
one of the many specially devised 
seasonal shows for children already 
running at theatres around the country. 

Pinnochio 

Anthony Clark, director of this year’s 
glorious Red Balloon rounds up the 
same team for a new musical version of 
Pinnochio. Beautifully designed, with an 
original score by Mark Vibrans. 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, Broad 
Sl Birmingham (0121-236 4455). Mon 9 
to 25 Jan. Matinee Mon 2pm. Family 
£24-£4S; children, £7-£15. 

Beauty and the Beast 
This in-thc-round production creates 
two worlds: Beauty’s sumptuous envi- 
ronment of lSih-ccntury France and an 
unknown world of dreams, nightmares 
and adventure. This other world is dom- 
inated by the Beast, whose servants are 
marionettes and automata. 

The Young Vic. The Cut, London SE1 
(0171-928 6363). Today, 230pm and 
7pm. AduiLs £14: children, £750. 

Peter Pan 

Fey fairies meet swashbuckling pirates 
and reptilian time bombs in Barry's 
classic talc of a little boy who never 
grows up. 

West Yorkshire Playhouse, Quarry Hill, 
Leeds (0113-244 21 1 1). Adults. £950- 
£17; children, £7-£14; family £40. 

The Amazing Tale of Good 
King Wenceslas 

For something more exciting than the 
traditional panto, take your children 
along to this new, wintry musical with an 
exotic Czech flavour. The talc opens in 
Bohemia and features good King 
Wenceslas, cruel regent Olga and Knot 
the Dragon. Suitable for the over fives. 
Warwick Arts Centre, University of War- 
wick Coventry (01203-524524). Rimily, 
£27; children, £550. Until 11 Jon, vari- 
ous times. Today, 2pm and 530pm 

The Secret Garden 

Orphan Mary Lennox goes to live in the 
forbidding Misselthwaitc Manor, where 
she discovers the key to a magical secret 
garden. David Thomas (whose Railway 
Children featured a life-size steam 
engine) has designed this classic piece of 
Christmas Victoriana for the stage, so 
some rather special effects are promised. 
Wolsey Theatre, Civic Drive Ipswich, 
Suffolk (01473-253725) fiom The 10 to 
18 Jan. Weekdays, 2pm and 7pm; Satur- 
days 4pm and 730pm. Adult, £950- 
£1350; children, £750-£1150, family 
£46 

The BFG 

There’s brainboggling sights ad 
whoopsey splunkers galore at the Sher- 
man Theatre in Cardiff this Christmas, 
where guest director Michael Bogdanov 
directs Roald Dahl’s much-loved story 
of a Big Friendfy Giant, who would 
rather blow dreams into the bedrooms 
of little children that the time-honoured 
giant antics of devouring “chiddlers' and 
human beans”. 

Sherman Theatre, Cardiff (01222 230 
451) to 11 Jan. Adults, £6-£10; children, 
£6-£8. Various times. Today 2pm and 7pm 

The Wizard of Oz 
Get little heels clicking with a trip to 
Glagpw Citizens, where Dorothy and Toto 
are taking a trip over the rainbow- to the 
land of Oz. Hus family musical includes 
all the old favourites such as “Follow the 
yellow Brick Road". The Citizens 
Theatre, 119 Goibals St, Glasgow (0141- 
429 0922) to 18 Jan. Adults, £5-£10; chil- 
dren, £250-£5; family £25. Weekdays, 

2pm and 7pm. Today 2pm, 5pm and Spm. 

Liese Spencer 
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The sleepy pleasures of Lullingstone 


by Elizabeth Wine 

T he Kentish countryside 
enveloping the intriguing 
Lullingstone Roman Villa and 
two castles — one in ruins and 
another in better repair - is not vast; 
in fact, it barely qualifies as “the 
country" as it is bordered by the 
small town of Eynsford But this 
docs not stop it from being relent- 
lessly rural, sleepy and lush. 

From the railway station, a 
leisurely ten-minute stroll up the 
main street of Eynsford will bring 
you to a ford with an old Norman 
bridge so small and charming you’d 
swear it was specially commissioned 
by the post-card industry. Legend 
has it that John Wesley used the 
bridge as an open air pulpiL 
Across from the town church the 
bridge slopes up and over a very nar- 
row part of the River Darent; con- 
ditions permitting, you should be 
able to walk or drive across the 
stream because it is usually under a 
foot deep. On the other side The 
Plough pub awaits. 

Here you can sit in front of the old 
fireplace, under rafters crammed 
with old rusty farming implements 
and ponder the romantic medieval 
past of this slice of Kent With 
whisky in hand, let your eyes roam 
over the walls rife with Ola or faux- 
old wooden signs pointing out such 


facts as the name of the first 
recorded vicar of the parish church 
of St Martin's. The walls proclaim it 
to be Robert de Faraen, appointed 
in 1286, just so you know for your 
next cocktail party. You wfll also 
learn that by the time the Domesday 
survey was made in 1086, Eynsford 
was a “thriving manor.” 

Along the road, following the 
graceful swell over the (surprisingly) 
still-green fields. You will pass sev- 
eral private residences and the 
Home Farm with a few cattle graz- 
ing in the pastures. Shortly you will 
see the graceful old viaduct serving 
double duty now as railroad tract 
Pass under that and you wifi come up 
to a rather ugly plastic edifice shel- 
tering one of the best-preserved 
Roman villa ruins in . England, 
Lullingstone. 

Among the highlights of the villa 
are sublime mosaic pavements, fine 
enough to set the heart of any clas- 
sical enthusiast aflutter, and a floor- 
plan of the home that whispers a pic- 
ture of life in Roman Britain from 
AD 75 to AD 420. The crumbled 
ledges of the walls that separated lux- 
urious bathing chambers are espe- 
cially intriguing. Bathing was a very 
important part of Roman life, and 
the villa had several rooms set aside 
for this luxuriant ritual: a feel store. 


a furnace, hot room, hot diy room, 
hot-water bath, tepid room, cold 
room, water tank, recreation room 
and large cold plunge bath. The 
occupants, thought to be well-off 
fanners, could have sweated, bathed 
and be rubbed with oils by their 
slaves for hours on end every day in 
these rooms. 

Archaeologists speculate that the 
site has been home to several wealthy 
famili es through the centuries and 
even housed one of the earliest Chris- 
tian shrines in Britain. It has been a 
trove of finds, including two marble 
busts (now in the British Museum), 
more than 400 coins, pottery and frag- 
ments of Christian wall paintings. 

Further along the path, after 
more lovely fields dappled with cat- 
tle, a castle complex, including a 
church, gatehouse and yard, spreads 
out on your left. . 

Lullingstone Castle is unfortunately 
not open in the winter, but just inside 
the imposing 15th-centuiy gate tower, 
tiny St Botolph’s church is open. The 
chapel bolds hour-long services eveiy 
Sunday at 1 1 : 00 . The medieval church 
- which holds the tombs of the Hart- 
Dyke family - is an architectural con- 
trast to the castle itself which was orig- 
inally of Tudor deagn and remodelled 
in the Queen Anne period. The yard, 
which looks out onto a tranquil private 


lake, came to be used as a tilt-yard 
especially to showcase the prowess of 
Henry VITs champion jouster, Sir 
John Peche. The atmosphere of the 
place was conducive to games - the 
rules of lawn tennis were first con- 
cocted here in 1873. 

A footpath continues past the cas- 
tle gateway, with the River Darent on 
the left, on to the Lullingstone visi- 
tor’s centre. From there, Lnlling- 
stone park can be discovered. 

The ruins of Eynsford Castle are 
worth coming back into Eynsford 
for. Open at aU times, the old walls 
look out over more green fields and 
hold tbe dramatic stoiy of William 
de Eynesford, courtier to King 
Henry n and one of the catalysts for 
tbe famous quarrel between the 
king and Thomas a Becket. 

Nowadays, the locals use the cas- 
tle as the backdrop for an impressive 
firework display around Guy Fawkes 
season. The fireworks are viewed 
from around a large bonfire in a 
farmer’s field adjoining the castle, 
separated from the ruins by the river. 

Reserve time on the trek up the 
main road of Eynsford to the station 
for a stop in the Malt Shovel, 
another fine Eynsford pub, special- 
ising in seafood. It is spoken of 
highly by the locals and well worth 
making time for. 
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What kind 
of boots do 
you need? 




pair 


Beginner, and 

experienced but 

una5«ntijn)usskiers» • ] 
should buy boots mat are 
light, flexible, 

comfortable and cheap, 

Expect to pay about 

£150. Onlyrfyw"* 
well built - and therefore ^ 
naturally exert more 
downward pressure - : 

should you be tempted to 
go for intermediate 
boots. 


Stephen Wood 
in search of the 
ultimate ski boot 


M 


y feet are ugly, misshapen things. I 
wouldn’t normally mention this; I do 
so now only because it explains my 
painful relationships with ski boots. 
I W I It's always the same: what starts as 
a firm embrace becomes a tight squeeze, then 
degenerates into a pinching, chafing squabble. 
Attempts at mediation - relaxing the forefoot 
adjuster, a compromise with the heel retention 
unit, are useless. By mid-afternoon the boots have 
turned mean, all take and no give. 

I resolved to start this season in the right boots. 
I would find the country’s finest boot-fitter, prob- 
ably a horny-handed artisan called Hans at a small 
workshop in Derkenwell - and he would cobble 
together a pair which bad at least something in 
common with my feeL But none of the equipment 
experts I consulted knew a Hans. Further disap- 
pointment followed: their choice of where I 
should get my boots was about as intri guing as 
Marco Pierre White recommending Marks & 
Spencer as the place to go for good sandwiches. 
They suggested Snow+Rock. 






Experts ski aggressively 
and at high speed, so 
they need a very stiff, 
racing boot. These are 
unforgiving, and often 
require custom-made 
liners and foot-beds for 
a perfect fit. Expect to 
pay £270-plus for the 
boots, and £425 or 
more with the custom- 


fit package. 


These boots were made for skiing: *1 can’t put them Into a boot just because they like the look of It" 


PHOTOGRAPH: DILLON BRYDEN 


boot: the foot’s straight, the instep is higher, every- 
thing is aligned -you’ll be able to flat-ski, and exert 


‘You’ve got a wide foot with a big first 
tatarsaL there’s pronation, vour second ankle's 


metatarsal, there’s pronation, your second ankle's 
very prominent, your arches are collapsed and the 
heel is very, very narrow behind the Achilles,” said 
Rob Hick! ins;, equipment department manager at 
Snow+ Rock's Holborn branch. That’s what you 


get for consulting experts: I knew my feet were bad. 
but I didn't know they were that bad. 


Hickling, however, stayed calm. He stared at my 
feet. “We have to reiterate the foundations of the 
feet,” he pronounced, and gave my right ankle a 
twist. “That’s the shape to which I’ll be fitting the 


more pressure when you push forward. And you 
won’t roll around inside the boot.” 

I knew that Snow+Rock means business from its 
catalogue: the boots come with a “comfort guaran- 
tee”. Ski boots bave previously guaranteed me dis- 
comfort, but Snow+Rock was prepared to change 
or re-fit boots before use “if any problems develop” 
(which explains why, for the first time, I am writing 
my column in ski boots), and even re-fit them, still 
free of charge, after use. To offer that guarantee, 
Snow + Rack has to be confident of its fitting service 
- so the process usually takes an hour and a half. 

Rob Hickling knows his boots inside as well as 
out (and says, surprisingly, that the greatest vari- 
ation between their shells lies in the fit around the 
ankle and heel). Having got to know my feeL he 
chose the Nordica GP07 for me because it was the 
closest to their shape, and because he gathered that 
I would gladly give up some performance for com- 


fort. (Low-compromise slders, of course, go for 
tighter-fitting, performance boots with expensive 
custom-moulded liners.) He heaved out the entire 
liner; I put the GP07s on, and he peered inside the 
shell with a torch. “If you don’t take the liner out 
and look down the shell, how the bell are yon going 
to know what’s going on inside? That’s what sets 
a good boot-fitter apart from a bad one,” be said. 

The old rear-entry boots that gave me such pain 
-“buckets” Hickling calls them -were packed with 
seductive padding bin couldbe adjusted to esert pres- 
sure on only three sensitive points, the forefoot, heel 
and calf. The newer, dipped boots are designed to 
grip the whole foot more doseiy, with thinn er liners 
-which makes a good fit afl-important So the GPOTs, 
which passed the torchlight test around the heel, 
would be widened by heating and stretching the shell 
to accommodate my big fast metatarsal (a bunion, 
to you and me): and a rigid, custom-made insole sup- 
port called a “foot-bed” would be fitted to raise my 
arches and align the feet countering pronation (the 


rolling inwards of hed and ankle) and reducing the 
prominence of the second ankle (a knobbly bit that 
sods out below the inside of the ankle). 

Correcting my foot faults seemed complex, but 
the major problems Rob Molding has with cus- 
tomers are more straightforward. “The biggest is 
having to get across to them that I can’t put them 
into a boot just because they like the look of it - 1 
have to put them into one that is the shape of their 
foot Similarly, customers bave often read a mag- 
azine article in which a journalist has skied in a pair 
of boots that fitted him really well and given them 
a great write-up and I have to say They re not going 
to work on your feet 1 .” The other major problem 
is persuading customers to buy boots they think are 
too small: “Big boots that feel good in the shop 
won’t feel good on the slopes.” 

I was persuaded, even though l could feel the 
end of my boots with my toes. (Hickling corrected 
me: “You can feel the liners.") He stood me up 
on a machine fitted with what felt like two plastic 


bags full of soft day. they took an impression of 
my feet, which were used as moulds for the fbotbed 
—which, in my (extreme) case, had to be reinforced 
with “stabiliser blocks". Then I joined the other 
customers standing about waiting for their boots 
to hurt Mine didn't; so, three hours after enter- 
ing the shop, I bought them. The boots cost £200, 
the foot-bed package £56. 

They have stayed comfortable for the time it 
takes to write 1,000 words: not quite carpet slip- 
pers, but OK. I was very impressed with the boot- 
fitting, but Rob Hickling knew I was a journalist 
— taking notes is a dead give-away. I thought I 
should get a second opinion. Sneaking a look at 
the shop’s job cards, I got Philip Hailiday's name 
and number he bad had foot-beds and custom- 
moulded liners made for his own boots, bought - 
as be told me - in a ski resort. What did he think 
of the Snow+ Rock service? “Excellent," said Hal- 
liday, who is 36 yearn old and works for a merchant 
bank “They did a superb job.” 
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La Plagne: “There’s no doubt that France is the best country for adding novices and children" phutograth. tony ward 

Listening to the call of the pistes 

A cheaper franc, well-run resorts and some fantastic family 
^offers are luring skiers back to the French Alps, writes Richard Holledge 
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H ere’s a confession. I 
like Les Menuires; 
foal monstrosity of a 
ski resort - aJJ con- 
crete and car parks - 
which straddles the busy road 
from Les Moutiers in the W- 
d’ls^re to the less abrasive 
charms of Vhl Thorens. 

The resort sums up so much of 
the good, bad and ugly of French 
skiing. Its runs are among the 
most interesting and the most 
difficuJtinthe ifois \hll6es-the 
vast ski region that has 200 lifts 
and 600 kilometres of prepared 
pistes. Surprisingly it also has the 
jollies! ana most picturesque of 
the area’s mountain cafes. 

Les Menuires also has some of 
the worst architecture ever to be 
perpetrated on a public whose 
vision of a ski resort usually 
owes so much to the chintz ana 
chic of Switzerland; this resort is 
matched in starkness only by 
the vast tenement block of La 


Plagne’s Aime 2000 and, of 
course, the hectic high-rise 
blocks of Tignes. 

But, then, the French decided 
years ago that mountains were 
there to be walked on, climbed 
on, and skied on and that they 
would open up the maximum 
amount of mountain for as many 
people as possible to use with 
the minimum of effort Hence 
apartment blocks with rooms so 
small that they would make a 
battery ben feel stressed, and 
great swathes of motorway doing 
that make even the most 
ungainly feel as if they are a sec- 
ond Jean-Claude Killy - even if 
they don’t actually ski like one. 

There’s no doubt that France 
is the best country for skiing 
novices and for children. Many 
of the resorts are built directly 
on the slopes so that you do not 
have that wearying tramp to the 
lifts, sHp^sliding under the awk- 
ward weight of skis. They also 


have runs and lifts that neatly 
interlink. What’s more. I’ve 
always found that the French 
resorts cater extremely well for 
families. Every resort has a 
kindergarten, often offering ski- 
instruction that is specially 
geared to the future champions 
m their charge. Mum ana dad 
can ski all day without being held 
back, and return from the pistes 
glowing with health ana vin 
chaud ready to be loving and 
attentive parents. 

If you book a package holiday 
with an apartment included in 
the price, it is one way of 
economising on extras — 
although most holiday-makers 
now spend a fortune in the 
burger joints so loved by the 
French skier of the Nineties, or 
in the resort supermarkets where 
the prices are astronomical. 

Many of the larger French 
resorts are located at such high 
altitudes, it is rare that they suf- 
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fer from the snowlessness of 
Austria. 

This year, the French - no 
doubt challenged by the feet the 
British like to seal themselves 
hermetically in their chalets away 
from all the foreigners - have 
launched a determined billboard 
campaign. Fosters boast proudly: 
“Shock new findings suggest 
French are wonderful people.” 

But more important to the 
French ski industry than a desire 
to be loved is its need to compete 
with Italy, which has had two sea- 
sons blessed with marvellous 
show and a generous exchange 
rate, and with North America. 
Both the US and Canada invari- 
ably have good snow not to men- 
tion the fabled jpowder. They also 
combine their Tjave-a-nks-day” 
philosophy with efficient lifts, few 
queues, imaginative lessons and 
unfailin g charm. 

The Bench ski industry’s lat- 
est advertising may not be 
enough to overcome any latent 
Francophobia, so it has incorpo- 
rated in its campaign a terrific 
offer for families skungin France 
in January. The Rhone-AIpes 
area, which includes resorts such 
as Alpe-dTiuez, Chamonix, 
Courchevel, La Plague and Val- 
d’lsbie, is giving away free 
accommodation, ski-pass, ski- 
school and gear for seven days. 
Many British operators have 
come in on the scheme, although 
not all the brochures were 
printed in time to publicise die 
fact. 


anyone 
in the 


Add to this offer an improve- 
ment in the exchange rate - 
some observers think the franc 
might even hit the dizzy heights 
of 10 to the pound -ana it seems 
hard to imagine wi 
would ski anywhere el 
New Year. 

But, there’s a but. It seems 
that France’s very efficiency at 
running its ski resorts somehow 
counts against it. Yon sometimes 
crave the idiosyncrasies of 
Badgastein in Austria with its 
thermal baths or even Kitzbuhel 
with its antiquated lift system. 
Yon long for the inconvenient 
charm of Murren or the erratic 
snow levels of Champery in 
Switzerland or anywhere in the 
Dolomites. 

But France has its quirky quiet 
corners, too. As you bead 
towards Val-d’Isdre, look across 
foe valley to your right and yon 
will see foe little huddle of 
houses and the spire that belongs 
to VUIaroger. Two bars, two cafes 
and a couple of chalets, and 
that’s your lot. The joy of foe 
place is that you can take a 1(F 
minute chair -lift ride and ski 
directly into mighty Les Arcs . 

Ana since I am so perversely 
fond of Les Menuires, one can 
make the most of its skiing and 
indeed foe whole of foe Tfrns W- 
]£es by staying further down foe 
valley at St Martin de Belleville. 
The lorals make their own cheese 
there: it feels like a proper village 
with some pleasant hotels an da 
decent restaurant or two. 


In fact, in the pursuit of 
quiet corners, it’s not a bad 
idea to buy a decent map or 
even study the piste maps 
carefully. That way you might 
decide to opt for the one- 
time farming community of 
Montchavin instead of one of 
La Plagne’s main resorts. Or 
you could try La Chapelle 
d'Abondance down foe road 
from ChStel. It boasts the 
delights of Les Cornettes, one 
of foe finest restaurants in the 
French Alp®. Or while we’re 
on the subject of food, wby 
not stay at Courchevel 1300 
instead of the crazily expen- 
sive 1850. The lower resort is 
far prettier and is foe home of 
another excellent Alpine 
restaurant - Le Bistro t du 
Praz. 

It’s possible really to tuck 
yourself away on foe fringes of 
foe POrtes du Soleil at foe Hotel 
Les Sapins. It is a small, family- 
nrn classic French village hotel 
on foe edge of Lac Mootriond 
with first-class food and prices 
ranging for £12 to £25. A navette 
takes foe skier to foe foot of foe 
slope which connects to foe 630- 
kilometre high mass of slopes. 
Why stay in flashy rackety Avo- 
riaz when you can get a taste of 
foe real thing? 

For a complete list of travel com- 
panies t along part in the Kids for 
Free offer contact the French 
Tourist Office, 178 Piccadilly, Lon- 
don W1V0AL ( 0171-491 7442). 


Snow 

report 


Some years ago I emerged spluttering with cold 
and damp into a raging blizzard above Vbl 
d’Is&re. It was two weeks before Christmas, the 
weather was dreadful, the snow was deep. Our 
hardy troupe of early season skiers were ecstatic. 
It looked as if a perfect winter's skiing lay ahead. 

This year spirits are higher than ever with 
some of the best early snowfalls for years. In fact 
the conditions in many resorts are more like 
February with lifts starting to run weeks earlier 
than usual. In St Anton the snow Is up to 150cm 
deep, Cervinia is fully operational with 200cm 
and in Chamonix there's 250 plus at the highest 
levels and even Andorra boasts between 50 and 
100cm. 

No wonder Nick Morgan of Le Ski, which has 
chalets in Courchevel 1650, is rubbing his hands 
in gleeful anticipation. 

"We had the first snow on November 22, 
since when two metres have fallen," he says- 
“it’s a fantastic base for the season because 
the snow settles down and is topped up during 
the rest of the winter. It’s also a joy for the ski- 
shop owners because fewer skis will be broken 
and fewer edges knackered.” 

In Courchevel itself, enthusiasts have been 
using seal skins to clamber to Saulire at the top 
of the resort and ski the live or six miles to the 
valley floor. 

Roger Dunford, who runs a ski shop in 1650 
with his French wife says: “This has been the 
best start to tire season we have had for more 
than ten years. I was skiing yesterday in powder 
and gforious sunshine. Pure sex.” RH 


Fly away breakfast 


L ast weekend, two con- 
signments of several 
hundreds meals, were 
flown from Chicago to Lon- 
don - then promptly thrown 
away. British Airways and 
American Airlines both 
decided not to feed foeir 
passengers before the flights 
arrived at Heathrow on 
Thanksgiving Sunday. 

The lesser of foe issues 
this event raises is: why did 
foe airlines choose not to 
serve breakfast? They 
blame foe weather. As is 
common at this time of 
year, the flights from the 
Windy CSiy hit turbulence 
over foe Atlantic. Strong 
tailwinds cut journey times 
for east bound aircraft but 
increase foe “ripple” effect 
that causes humps. Cabin 
crew have to stay strapped 
in during turbulence. So, 
say foe airlines, there was 
simply not enough time. 

Yet foe turbulence affect- 
ing the American Airlines 
plane had ended more than 
an hour before the Boeing 
landed at Heathrow. As 
people who fly between 
London and Paris will 
know, British Airways finds 
it quite possible to feed a 
Boeing 767 frill of people 



during a flight that lasts a 

mere 30 minutes. 

The first that American 
Airlines’ passengers knew of 
foe decision to dispense 
with breakfast was when foe 
plane arrived; no announce- 
ment was made. The carrier 
says this is because the crew 
refrain from using foe pub- 
lic address system on night 
flights. But a briefing upon 
arrival suggesting places in 
Heathrow where a decent 
breakfast might be found, 
would have been welcome. 

Much more importantly, 
why did foe airlines chuck 
out foe meals rather than 
give them to foe genuinely 
needy, such as London’s 
homeless people? A certain 
amount of wastage is 
inevitable with any form of 
mass- catering. But when 


pristine consignments of 
meals are involved, you 
would hope that there would 
be some way to use foe food 
to nourish foe hungry rather 
than throwing the stuff away. 

American Airlines says 
that UK customs regula- 
tions prohibit this sort of 
thing, and so food has to be 
destroyed as soon as it 
arrives. British Airways says 
health considerations pre- 
vent it distributing meals to 
the hungry. But given that 
foe average in-flight tray 
has considerable shelf-life, it 
seems sad that there is no 
alternative to incineration. 


“Hi 


itch-Mkmg, n says 
the guide book 
publisher Lonely 
Planet, “is never totally safe, 
and we don’t recommend it”. 

$o instead, why not try a 
safer activity, such as mod- 
ifying electrical equipment? 

Meandering through 
Mexico last week with Lonely 
Planet's Travel Survivoi Kit, I 
was alarmed to read that 
travellers intending to use 
electrical items are advised 
to “cut/file/bend” the pins cm 
a plug to get it to fit a Mexi- 
can socket. Don’t tty this at 
tome - or in Mexico. 




Win Seven Seas GLA Supplements 

Seven Seas Evening Primrose 
Oil plus Starflower oil, or 
Seven Seas Pure Starflower Oil 
are ideal to help counteract the 
symptoms of PMS, menopause, 
and skin problems, as well as 
far general good health and 
wellbeing. It's the Gamma 
linolenic add (GLA) in these 
oils that gives such positive 
health benefits. Every woman 
needs to find the level of GLA 
that best suits her individual 

needs and this is why Seven 

Seas, experts in vitamin 
supplementation, produce a £40 per pack, to grv’e away. To 
comprehensive range of GLA enter; simply dial the number 
supplements. We've got 25 below, answer the two 
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SATURDAY ? DECEMBER 1996 


Is it time to start planting? 

The second in Anna Pavord's series on gardening principles 


P lants will mostly try to grow, what- 
ever you do to them. Sometimes 
they will also die, even if you are 
the world’s acknowledged expert 
on their care. But there is a lot that a gar- 
dener can do to help at this time of year. 
7 much prefer planting in the couple of 
months leading up to Christmas. A plant 
has such a lot to do in spring. If you plant 
it in late autumn or early winter, it can 
concentrate on getting its understorey 
sorted out before it has to think about 
pushing out leaves and Sowers. 

Some plants have quite specific 
requirements and it is crazy to ignore 
them. No iris is going to thank you for 
burying it with a foot's depth of hefty day 
on top of its sun-loving rhizomes. 

The first principle is: do not plant the 
pot as well as the contents. There is a cer- 
tain logic in doing so (plant easier to 
move if you have made the wrong deci- 
sion, roots not disturbed, job quicker and 
simpler to cany out) but this treatment 
does nothing for the long term future of 
the plant in question. Roots must run. 

The second principle is: dig a hole 
twice the size of the one you first thought 
of. The RSPCA would soon be on your 
doorstep if you crammed your dog into 
a kennel that only fitted it when it lay with 
its back legs crooked up to its belly and 
its head bent round to meet them. Plants 
too, need space to spread. 

A planting hole should be roughly 
twice the size of the root ball of the plant 
you are putting into it. When you have 
dug the bole, mix some compost or 
bonemeal into the pile of earth you have 
taken out. 1 often do this in a bucket 
Fork over the base of the hole to loosen 
the earth. This is particularly necessary 
in stiff, clay soils. It may not be necessary 
at all in sandy ones. 

Put one hand over the compost in the 
pot and tip it over to ease our the plant. 
If it has been sitting too long in a nurs- 
ery or garden centre, you may need to 
bang the bottom of the pot sharply with 
your trowel to start it moving. Sometimes 
roots poke out through the drainage holes 
in the bottom of the pot. If the plant won’t 
shift, either cut down the side of the plas- 
tic pot to release it, or trim some of the 
roots protruding from the bottom. 

Gently tease out any roots that have 
been tightly coiled round the inside of the 
pot - another sign that nurserymen have 
been lazy about repotting. If you don’t do 
this teasing, plants may never kick the 
roundabout habit They will never become 
property rooted and will be more at risk 
of being blown out of their holes in win- 
ter or dying of drought in summer. 

Settle the plant in the prepared hole, 
spreading the roots around it like a skirt 
If there are not enough roots to spread 
in all directions (roses are oftea very 
sparse in this respect) then make sure 
that you favour the side which will face 
the prevailing winds. In this country, this 
is often the south-west. 

Use a cane to check that the soil on 


top of the roocball is just level (or per- 
haps very slightly below) the level of the 
ground around iL You can adjust the 
level of course by adding soil to die bot- 
tom of the hole or digging it deeper if you 
didn’t go far enough in the first place. 

If you are planting a tree, drive your 
stake in now, while you can still see where 
it will go, clear of any major roots. Oth- 
erwise you risk doing a vampire act and 
battering the stake through the heart of 
the root ball. FD1 in around the rootball 

with the soil and compost mixture. I find 
it easier to pour this in from a bucket, 
stopping every now and then to press the 
soil down with my bunched fist. 

If you firm around the root ball in 
stages like this, you can be reasonably 
sure that there will be no spaces where 
the roots are waving frantically, unable 
to make contact with sustaining soil. 
When you have filled the hole level with 
the surrounding ground, tread round the 
infill firmly, but not oppressively. 

Water in the plant thoroughly. This 
means a whole watering can for each 
plant No cheating. If you are planting 
trees, shrubs or moisture-loving peren- 
nials, follow up the watering with a thick 
mulch of muck, well rotted compost or 
leaf mould, spreading it in a wide circle 
round the new plant If you are lucky, 
your plant will no t need any further tiri- 
vation, in the way of shaping or pruning. 
The mireeiy should have done that for 
you. (Customers often complain if they 
buy roses cut down as hard as they ought 
to be so. reluctantly, many rose growers 
send out plants with strict instructions to 
the customer to do the cutting themselves 
when the rose has been planted.) 

On other shrubs - or trees - you may 
see diseased or damaged stems that will 
need to be cut bade to fresh, healthy 
growth. Prune these back to a dean cut 
near an outward facing bud. Sometimes 
on a tree or shrub there is a branch that 
is awkwardly angled towards the centre of 
the head, fake this out. bearing in mind 
the kind of free, open outline you would 
like the shrub or tree to have when it is 
mature. For the same reason, take out any 
weak, straggling growths entirely, and 
shorten very long growths that you feel 
might eventually unbalance the shape of 
a tree or shrub. 

This is not necessarily the best time for 
all planting. Snowdrops and aconites are 
best planted “in the green" - in eariy spring 
after they have finished flowering, but 
before they lose their leaves. Bearded irises 
are also best planted when they have fin- 
ished flowering - usually in late summer. 

I mentioned irises at the beginning. 
They do best if they are planted with the 
rhizomes sitting on top of a little sad- 
dle of soil, which you can mould in the 
planting hole. Arrange the rhizome so 
that the roots drape down either side 
of the saddle, leaving the rhizome itself 
sitting mostly on top of the soil. And 
remember, when you are planting, 
think dog. 



Hie first exhibition In this country of the bizarre engravings of Francois Huttin opened this week. ‘Imaginary Gar- 
dens’ at London's Francis Kyle Gallery owes all to imagination and nothing to 'Gardener’s Question Time’ 


* INDEPENDENT long weekend 

Vineyard 
update , 

By Anna Pavord 

U^g^be^andhisHammcr- 

srafth tfneyard. Further north m btokw 

rS Mark Bloomfield ^ 

say that he has his greatest success 
with the Canadian hybnd vine Red 
Brand!’. “Of the three wall trained 
vines here, the 

cutting, is 25 yeare and in a good year. 

bunch and we freeze them until we 
have gathered enough to make a gal- 
lon of wine. If kept a number of years, 
the wine, which can be very acid, 
matures to a drinkable rose-style, l 
have tried ‘Gamay H ahT and S^vana 
Riesling’ but the latter failed totally. 

Maiy Pera of Colchester wrote about 
the vine, Htir vinifera ‘Fragola , that she 
grew over a terrace outside her bed- 
room window just outside Rome, tne - 
rats adored the grapes and at night the * 
scuffling and chirping of dozens of 
them made life a misery. We had to cut 
off every bunch to deter them. Perhaps 
English rats don’t have the same tastes, 
butl for one would not try again." 

Stephen Skelton has been growing 
vines and making wine commercially in 
the UK for 20 years and also sells vines 
to other vineyards in the country. 
“Although I wholeheartedly agree with 
your strictures about growing plants, 
without spraying them," he writes, "it 
is a fact of viticultural life that almost 
all varieties that make a good wine in 
the UK are disease susceptible 
viniferas. In order to get sufficient 
ripeness and the correct acid/sugar bal- 
ance, we have to grow a ‘soft’ variety ^ 
that does not withstand fungal attack." 

Some viniferas, he says, are better 
than others. ‘Schdnbuiger’ and 
‘Reichensreiner' are more resistant than 
‘MfiUer-Thurgau’ or ‘Huxelrebe’. “The 
exception is the hybrid Seyval Blanc 
(‘Seyve-VHJard 5/276’j which is almost 
totally resistant and can produce good > 
wine, albeit in a neutral style.” f 

Mr Skelton considers that most 
amateur growers make the mistake of 
leaving far too many buds on tbeir 
vines after winter pruning. Fruiting 
shoots (arid so eventually the flowers 
and fruit themselves) are crowded 
together and do not get the light and 
air they need. A properly trained vine 
with sunlight and air on all its shoots 
is far less likely to succumb to pow- 
dery mildew and so won’t need spray- 
ing. “Once a vine is allowed to 
become diseased, the problem is 
made worse as overwintering spores 
are always present." 

Far a copy of Stephen Skelton 's cata- 
logue of vines send a stamped, addressed 
envelope to Cornerstone, Appledore Rd, 
Tenterden. Kent TN30 7BE. Teh 01580 
765241 
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The current issue of Gardens 
Illustrated has a startling cover 
a single snowdrop silhouetted 
against a dark, murky winter 
background. The snowdrop is 
the star of this issue’s Plant Pro- 
file, the feature voted the most 
popular of all by the magazine’s 
readers. There are features 
about gardens in New York and 
Holland as well as a riveting 
piece by Stephen Wood on the 
lost gardens of Heligan in Corn- 
wall, saved by the pop entre- 
preneur Tim Smit. You can give 
a year’s subscription (that’s six 
issues) as a Christmas present by 
sending £1950 to Gardens Illus- 
trated. Subscriptions Dept, 
FREEPOST (SW 6096), Bristol 
BS12 OBR - or telephone an 


order on 01454 202515. 

The Royal Horticultural Soci- 
ety is holding a special Christ- 
mas Flower Show next week on 
Tuesday (11-7, admission £5) 
and Wednesday (10-5, admis- 
sion £3). Plants for sale will 
include cyclamen, azaleas and 
shrubs suitable for a winter gar- 
den. Caroline Alexander from 
the Hop Shop will be there too. 
Her stand features a winter 
hearth, the rug made from car- 
line thistles with grey eucalyp- 
tus for the smoke from the fire. 
She will be selling a wide range 
of handmade Christmas deco- 
rations, including topiary trees. 
The show will be held at the 
RHS’s New Hall, Greycoat St, 
Westminster, London SW1. 


T hanks to the divine 
Joanna Trollope, thou- 
sands of readers are 
familiar with the term “Aga 
saga". Just as the phrase 
denotes a novel of middJe- 

dass country life, so the Aga 

itself has come to be thought 
of as an essentially rural 
type of cooking appliance. 

Yet there is another kind 
of Aga saga, a good deal less 
entertaining. I refer to the 
performance which starts 
when the wretched thing 
ceases to work. 

The stove is normally a 
miracle of efficiency and 
reliability, invented - can 
you believe it? - by a blind 
Swedish physicist in the 
1920s. But our own model 
has an uncanny sense of 
occasion, and generally 
chooses Christmas Eve or 
Easrer Saturday as the 
moment at which to expire. 



Duff Hart- 

DavisThe 
great Christmas 
Aga saga 


Last week, however, we 
foolishly curtailed its own 
powers of decision by letting 
it run out of oil. 

With the tank replen- 
ished. I found we had cre- 
ated an air-lock in the oil 
line which feeds both Aga 
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and hot-water boiler. The 
boiler I managed to clear, 
but the Aga would not re- 
light properly, and burnt at 
about a quarter heat, filling 
the house with an appalling, 
noxious stink. 

Because the firms which 
service the stoves charge 
exorbitant fees - £90 for a 
fust call-out, £65 for a routine 
six-monthly visit, and insist 
that you have a regular con- 
tract -I had done recent ser- 
vicing myself. There is so lit- 
tle to go wrong that room for 
manoeuvre is strictly limited: 
all one can do is scrape out 
carbon from the bottom of 
the burner, make sure oil 
pipes are running freely, 
renew wicks occasionally and 
check that the flue is dear. 

For once, however, my 
amateur ministrations failed 
to do the trick, and after ten 
attempts I had to admit 
defeat. Now came the 
crunch. The firm which had 
once looked after us did not 
want to know. “Oh, I see we 
haven't been to you since 
1994*,” said the snotty tele- 
phonist: there was no chance 
of their sending anyone for 
at least two weeks - and they 
took such a high-handed 
line that we ditched them. 

Other companies were 
also booked up for the next 
ten days: but in the end we 
hit on a free-lance operator, 
Robin, wbo promised to 
come in three days’ time. 

As we waited, I thought 
back to other Aga sagas. 
One took place in Tipperary, 
where the stove, known 
locally as *di Agga", was 
much castigated because it 
would not heat the water. 
“God,” cried Tom, our 
house-man, “it should put 
dat feller hoppin” - the 
feller being the hot-water 
tank, which remained res- 
olutely static and luke-warm. 

In due course we brought 
in a plumber, whose name — 
you must believe me - was 
Looney- By trying to blow 
through the pipes with a vac- 
uum-deaner connected up 
backwards, he created the 


biggest air-lock in history. 

Another saga took place 
in the wilds of Argyllshire, 
where we rented a fishing 
lodge. The friends staying 
with us had four sons, one of 
whom was at an exceedingly 
tiresome age. When this odi- 
ous boy, in the middle of the 
night, woke up his mother to 
say be could smell fire, she 
at first ignored him. But at 
the fourth arousal she went 
downstairs and found that 
the Aga was indeed ablaze. 

Big yellow flames were 
pouring from it, front and 
top. The wooden cupboard 
doors opposite were too hot 
to touch. My niggle with oil- 
burning Agas - now as then 
-is that the controls appear 
to have no effect Push 
down the lever to shut off 
the oil, and what happens? 
The stove keeps going. 
Switch off the electric power 
to the control box. and the 
result is the same. 

Tbe appliance does, after 
a while, shut down - but on 
that terrifying night in Scot- 
land 1 did not know this, and 
supposed the flaming mon- 
ster to be on tbe point of 

exploding. At least if it does. 
I told myself, well ail end up 
in Loch Etive, in little 
pieces, and know nothing 
about what happened. 

On that occasion the 
flames eventually subsided, 
and we went back to bed. 
Last week, the excellent 
Robin eventually arrived, 
and went through the ritu- 
als which 1 had performed, 
but more thoroughly, and 
with a loving touch imparted 
by 40 years of experience, 
Wien he lit up, away went 
the burner like a blowlamp. 

His stories of owners, pre- 
tending they hadn’t touched 
their stoves when in fact 
they had wrecked them, 
whiled away an hour, and 
his charge was modesty 
itself. I booked him for reg- 
ular visits. So now I say to 
our stove: watch yourself 
over Christmas. If you look 
like playing up, Robin will 
be on you in a flash. 
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festive 

dressing 

Six of the best' 

party outfits 

Christmas parties are looming. 
And the big question is what to 
wear. The bek idea by far is to 
invest in a few key pieces. Start 
with a good basic tuxedo suit, like 
the one shown, and dress it up, or 
down to suit the occasion. Funky 
satin shirts and gold chain belts 
jpan be found at reasonable prices 
* n every high street. And if your 
funds are low, take heart, party 
clothes dont have to be expensive 
to look good, ifs how you put 
them together. Stick to simple 
formulas, and you wont go far 
wrong, as long as you observe one 
golden rule: dont skimp on shoes, 
a hard night out on the tiles 
requires good footwear, so spend a 
bit more and treat yourself to a 
really fun pair of mules. 


1 Black tuxedo suit with satin trim, jacket 
£50. trousers £35, by Dorothy Perkins, 
branches nationwide (0171-291 2604); 
purple satin shirt, £16, from Etam, 484 Oxford 
Street, London W 1 and branches nationwide 
(0171-494 7732); gold chain belt, £39, from 
Fenwick, 63 New Bond Street, London W1 
,*0171-629 9161); black evening shoes with sO- 
9r buckle, £44.99, by Ravel, 184-188 Oxford 
Street, London W1 and branches nationwide 
(0171-631 0224). 

2 Black tuxedo trousers, as before; blade 
knitted sleeveless top with beaded detail, 
£49.99, by Next,. 

327-329 Oxford Street, London W1 

and branches nationwide (0116 4849424); • 

black feather boa, £20, from Debenhams, 334- 

348 Oxford Streety London W1 <0171-408 •- 

4444); black suede shoes • 

with diamante buckle, £39.99, by 

Ravel, 184-188 Oxford Street, 

London W1 and branches 
nationwide (0171-631 0224). ■ 




Photographer: Tony Buckingham Stylish Holly Davies Assisted by: Sue Ireland 







3 Black tuxedo jacket, as before; long black 
snake glitter print dress, £59.99, by Oasis, 
enquiries; black Rizzo glitter mules, £4259, 
by Ravel 184-188 Oxford Street, London W1 and 
branches nationwide (0171-631 0224); bead neck- 
lace, £3.99, from Accessorize, 123A Kensington 
High Street, London WS and branches nationwide 
(0171-313 3000). 



4 Black tuxedo trousers, as before; 
chocolate brown satin camisole, 
£14.99, from Knickexbox, brandies 
nationwide (0171-470 6929); brown velvet 
shirt, £40, by Marks and Spencer, 458 
Oxford Street, London W1 and selected 
brandies (0171-935 4422); gold chain belt, 
£35, from Fenwicks, 63 New Bond Street; 
London W1 (0171-629 1969); Wade suede 
lattice strappy shoes, £44.99, by Office, 57 
Neal Street, London WG2, brandies 
nationwide/mail order (0181-8384447). 


5 Black tuxedo trousers, as before; 
gold lace evening dress, £50, by 
Warehouse, 19-21 Argyll Street, 
London Wl(0171-278 3491); cream 
moo-croc strappy wedge shoes, £42.99, 
by Ravel, 184-188 Oxford Street, Lon- 
don W1 and branches nationwide (0171- 
631 0224); purple glass beaded necklace, 
£3.99, from Accessorize, 123A 
Kensington High Street, London W8 
and branches nationwide 
(0171-313 3000). 


6 Black tuxedo jacket, as before; mid- 
night blue shot shirt, £29.99, by 
Helium, available at Tbp Shop, Oxford 
Circus, London W1 and branches nation- 
wide (0171-291 2391); midnight blue and 
black lace skirt, £4959, by Next, 327-329 
Oxford Street, London W1 and branches 
nationwide (0116 4849424); black 15 denier 
tights, £11, by Wolford, 3 South Molten 
Street, London W1 and department stores 
nationwide (0171-935 9202); black evening 
shoes with buckle, detail as before. 
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Save 10% on your Christmas 
shopping at Books etc. f 
The Museum Store, Muji, Bodum 
and dozens more London stores 
with the Time Out Shopping 
& Services Discount Card - free 
with every copy of the Time Out 
Shopping & Services Guide, 


Christmas cliches: Perfume 


I t’s December, and the 
perfume wars have 
begun. Ludicrous ad 
campaigns have been dusted 
down and re-issued to 
encourage you to buy - or 
ask for - Obsession, 

Organza, Allure, ^ 

Samsara, Escape, XS / 

and so on. But, F 

although these will \, 

certainly make you 

or the object of 

ycnir affections 
very happy on the 
25 th, it also 
means you can .. ... 

expect to smell it f ' - 
on any number 
of other people V. 
when you return 
to work. And as 
for buying . 
someone a smell !j 
they already : 

wear, well, ifs a ,f 

bit of a cop-out * 

Far better to take 
a risk and look 
beyond the block- 
busters of the i 
perfume market. 

According to 
Angela Creasy, 
perfume buyer at Hairods, 
the key to buying perfume 
for someone else is 
identifying the family from 
which their preferred 
perfumes come. If they 
wear floral fragrances like 
Anais Anars or Diorella 
then look for something 
with similar notes. The four 
. main families axe floral, 
oriental, chypre and 
fougere. Most of the 
foUowing shops will be able 
to^dviseyou. 

Jo Malone is the current 
star of the fragrance world 
and her little shop in 
London’s Walton Street is 
the perfect-place to start 


your search for the perfect 
Christmas scent (they also 
supply mail order). The 
shop spedalises in colognes, 
which are lighter than full- 
blown perfumes, and bath 
oils and body lotions to 
„ enable customers to 
V layer their chosen 
I fragrances. Chic 
J Chanel-esque bottles 
gfr are filled with 

|j y ' unlikely sounding, 

but superb 
smelling 
combinations: 
Nutmeg & 
Ginger (£28, 
100ml), Lime 

- Basil & 
Mandarin (Jo’s 
signature 

- fragrance) and 
■ Amber & 

Lavender. 
Malone is also 
: the pioneer of 
fragrance 
combining, 
which allows 

- -~~j l the customer 

to create his or 

— her own 

signature scent. Fragrance 
Combining Kits start at 
£33.50 and include a choice 
of seven different 30ml 
colognes, lb combine a 
fragrance you either apply 
the stronger cologne, let it 
dry on the skin and then 
spray the lighter one on top, 
or, when using more than 
two, you simply spray them 
on different parts of the 
body; the aromas combine 
as they warm on the skin. 

If ifs a whiff of tradition 
you’re after, then 
Ifenhaligons is the place to 
go. 'Ey Hammam, their 
oldest aftershave- an 
unusual blend of lavender, 
sandalwood and Eastern 


rose. Penhahgons’ range of 
colognes, scents and 
aftershaves also includes a 
number of single flower 
fragrances which are 
exceptionally true, with none 
of the cloying sweetness 
associated with 
floral perfumes. 

Most unusual of 
all is Bluebell, 1 

(£28, 50ml). Of 
their blended 
fragrances _ 

Conuibia 

should ***~“‘; '■ 

find favour ; \ 
with ! 

women ' *" 

who like : . CUB;| 

warm, I CHA 

spicy I • "** 

perfumes j I 

from the I 

oriental I J I _ 

family L - . " — 

(£36, ,L " 

50ml). Like 

Jo Malone, Penfialigons also 
sells selection packs, but 
these are for the indecisive 
and are not designed for 
mixing (£18 for four 
miniature colognes). Their 
latest creation, Quercus, is 
fresh and dean and should 
appeal to men and women 
who tike androgynous scents 
like CK1, but want 
something that won't be 
instantly recognised. 

The perfume halls at all 
the large department stores 
are the perfect hunting 
ground for those difficult 
types whose tastes, although 
adventurous, lie firmly 
within designer label 
territory. And top of the 
designer charts is Chanel 
No5, arguably the world’s 
most famous perfume, and 
Hatreds’ annual Christmas 
best seller. But, although 


e of delicious, No5 is one of the 
block-busters. Better then 
s a to visit a Chanel boutique 
r and try something rather 

different without forfeiting 
none the label status: No22, Cuir 
s de Rrnsie, Gardenia, or 

Bois des Ees all come 
in the trademark 
black on white 
livery, and are 
fSgSBmagS* only available 
direct from 
ChaneL Most 

"• . infamous is 

Cuir de Russie 
which is an 
extraordinary 
and beady mix 
06 wsaie; of leather, 

CHANEL bergamot. 

M>n mandarin and 

jasmine. When 
it was first 

__ launched in 

1924 it was 
^ considered far 
too exotic and 
; also sensual for nicely brought- 
t up young ladies. A bottle of 
ave the eau de parfum (£86, 
r 14ml), or eau de toilette 

(£74, £200ml) should make 
leir you or someone else very 
is happy indeed. If money is 
uld no object, hurry to Harrods 
ten and snap up one of the last 
cents bottles of Gueiiain's Djedi 

which has been re-issued for 
! Christmas. Harrods 

unpacked eight bottles at 
: all the start of the month and 
tores there are only a couple left 

lit Jo Malone, 154 Walton 

tough Street, London SW3 (0171- 
581 1101). 

Jo Malone mail order, Senl- 
e a-Scent - 01 71-710 0202. 

el PenhaUgons customer 

d’s enquiries - 0800 517331 

and Harrods - 01 71-730 1234. 
mas Chanel - 0171-235 6631 . 

^ Charlotte Packer 
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The thing about. . . 

West End lights 
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W hat do John Major 
and the Spice Girls 
have in common? 
No. not the fact that no-onc 
will be able to remember 
their names this time next 
year. The answer is fairy 
lights. For both the PM and 
the Spice Girls started the 
flluminations in the two main 
West End shopping streets 
this year. 

The inadviscdly-clad-for- 
the-time-of-year warblers 
attracted a crowd of 5,000 
oglcrs when they switched on 
Oxford Street. The reputedly 
most powerful man in the 
country drew rather fewer 
punters Regent Streetwards. 
I'm not sure which is the 
more tragic the idea that 
Major is so out of touch with 
the electorate that he 
believed this charade to be a 
populist vote-winner or the 
thought that the poor chap 
might be fulfilling a long- 
nursed ambition while he 
still has a chance. 

The thing about the West 
End illuminations is that 
everything about them seems 
increasingly tawdry, increas- 
ingly anachronistic. In a 
world where schoolkids rou- 
tinely conduct Virtual Real- 
ity sessions with space crea- 
tures, a string of lighted 
baubles and a Santa who 
actually moves his arm is 
about as exciting as clearing 
the lint out of the tumble 
dryer. Originally intended to 
draw shoppers into the main 
spending areas with the 
promise of spectacle, the 
Oxford Street tights have 
long since been eclipsed by 
the plate glass windows 
below. 

What’s more, the original 
idea seems to have been 
replaced by thoughts of 
cheap advertising. Not con- 
tent with the punter-drawing 
propensities of the illumina- 
tions, contributing busi- 


nesses main preoccupation 
seems lo be getting their 
name in lights. Among the 
weedy Christmas trees dan- 
gling from lamp posts is 
increasing evidence of prod- 
uct placement: pride of place 
al the top of Regent Street 
this year is a bright pink 
neon “Enid Blyton". That’s 
it. No picture to go with it or 
lied-tn illustrations: just 
“Enid Blyton". 

And what's more, they 
clog the place up like the 
cold virus. At a lime of year 
when negotiating the 
drunks, push-chairs and 
sharp-cornered paper carrier 
bags would qualify you for 
Gladiators, the last thing the 
shopper needs is the added 
bonus of dodging round 
blue-rinses who slam the 
brakes on mid-pavement to 
say “Ooh! A star!". But 
that's just what they do. The 
number of people - invari- 
ably women, as a matter of 
fact - holding up the traffic 
flow as they take photos of 
snowflakes suggests that 
there must be an area of 
Britain that the electric 
hasn't reached yet 

But it’s tradition. Isn’t it? 

A thoroughly twentieth-cen- 
tury one, but we’ve not come 
up with many yet. If the 
lights didn’t go up in the 
West End, the Home Coun- 
ties’ lamentations about slip- 
ping standards would make 
great Countiy and Western 
lyrics. There is only one pos- 
sible answer to go backward. 
There was a time when elec- 
tric light bulbs only came in 
white, and very stylish they 
look lining the branches of a 
leafless tree. Think whar it 
would be like to look up 
from Oxford Street and see a 
thousand stars. Then again, 
looking down again would be 
even worse. 

Serena Mackesy 
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Pets are them 

Karen Falconer visits the animal metropolis 



" H 1 1SJ IlUlCQy ± 

got a new red body warmer and a neat 

matching collar. And mummy and 
daddy have gone inside to pick-and- 
mL\ me some healthy bites and 
cheesie biscuits. Aren’t I the iuckv 
one?” 3 

He jumped about contentedly in his 
warm car outside Pet City in Ashton- 
under-Lvne and woofed graciously at 
■*the superstore devoted to pets” For 
although it’s no Orwellian Animal 
Form, Pet City is good grooming 
ground for the indulgent two-legged 
owners who spent around £40 million 
pounds there last year. Nor is it such 
a raw deal, perhaps, for the parrots 
who may need labels on their cages 
to say “My name is Orville. I am an 
Amazon. I am micro-chipped! ” but 


who nevertheless get to strut about 
cageless after closing time. 

It’s a good job the British like to 
indulge their pets for shelf-edge 
notices make tin-a-day owners look 
almost neglectful: “Small animals 
need toys for exercise and play,” says 
one for cats; “Egg and honey bars 
and vitamins may be given as treats," 
advises another for birds. There’s 
even a book called The Homeopathic 
Treatment of Small Animals. A mini- 
beast bought here is certainly “not 
just for Christmas” but a potential 
spending spree all year round: hence 
Pet Budget Monthly leaflets. 

Indeed, 10-15,000 square feet are 
devoted to anything a pet lover 
might ever have wished for, all in sec- 
tions clearly marked: Fish, Horse, 
Dog, Bird, Poultry... There are rat 
starter kits for those not already fear- 


ful of the pests in our midst; cat 
scratcher posts, complete with swing 
ball for perfect paw coordination; 
fresh tropical plants for Osh tanks ; 
dog baskets in a choice of colours to 
match your sofa; and price pledges 
on food. 

Although most of the space is 
devoted to products, there's a section 
for small, live animals such as parrots, 
lizards, birds, chipmunks, fish, snakes, 
rabbits, hamsters, tarantulas, 
grasshoppere. “It's a zoo" children 
czy. But, just in case signs like “Buy 
a pair [of Zebra Finches] and save 
money” gives rise to tweaks of guilt 
about caged animals being sold like 
two-for-t he -price -of-one cans of 
beans, there are free information 
sheets on the creatures and how to 
care for them; and each store has a 
livestock manager, with in-store vets 


promised soon. But, very definitely, 
no cats and dogs. “There are plenty 
of cats and dogs that need rebom- 
ing,” says Giles Qarke, its founder 
and chief executive who objects to 
puppy farms and anima l euthanasia. 
He points out that all his animals are 
bred domestically and are tame, 
and that Pet City provides food to 
rescue centres. 

But, good animal welfare also 
means good trade. After seven years 
in the pet business (Giles previously 
set up Majestic Wine Warehouses) 
Pet dty has 51 outlets, was floated on 
the Alternative Investment Market 
last year and has just merged with the 
320-outlet US FETsMAKI That the 
British are soft on pets means a solid 
bottom line. 

For nearest branch call 01 793 501 700 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Unusual Gifts 



Unusual Gifts | f 


COMPASSES i 


ALTIMETERS 

Our impressive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model for 
your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cycle orybu would just like 
to know how far you have walked 
the dog, you can measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and 
compact. 

Precision Made instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
-- WWTE FAX OR PHONE FOR ~ 

The rente ioo*rfflScofcirM>diwt of 9uofiqfprcaiAooto«rwn«o& 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD f imaq) 

13fl4 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Daventry. Northerns NN1 SRJ 

Td 01327 706030 Fax 01327 71633 



DIDGERIDOOS 

TOP QOAUTY 


■IWmfiTOMI 

nwsBHMwci 

WHVB.IWMMStTC. 

■ram. wins. 

nTWMTS. CAmtK 
VnWKHWK 


Gifts 



, won 

ABORXflrWJA (LK. 

3 cotswxd coon; 

B80ADWAS. 
IWRI27AA 
TEL 01386 853770 
iMtaBsMOsaieltpallkqaAM) 


WHATSTHE 
STORY? 

MORNING GLORY I 



Tho Natural Alarm Clock 
copies a sunrise, pvtig you- { 
1 fnwnel body clock a waka- 
up signal a the tnw. 

I ypuchoose. 


JAPANESE 
YUKATA ROBE 



£24.95 inc. p&p. Order 
from Now ’n Zen 
Loner Wilcroft. Bartcstree. 
Hereford HR I 4BE 
Tel: 01432 850220 
(Open 7 da>s) 


RELAX IN COMFORT 
& STYLE 

IOCT.i COTTON. 
TRADITIONAL 
BLUE WHITE 
GEOMETRIC 
DESIGN. 
WRAPAROUND 
STYLING FOR 
WOMEN & MEN. 
54- LENGTH 
i EASILY 
SHORTENED*. 
FULL SLEEVES 
4 BELT 
Mode in Japan. 


BBT MTEST 1 

lilts MrTMmfa Ckmmr 
! Bw«tiCoraflTapltsta,b^i9 
lMfc|M0um Modi 

Qa * 

01954211955 


QlI. *Wtw pernwnsntty satves your 
•hf end th prafatemsT' 








Balloon 

1 Flights 

The ultimate Gift for Someone Special 
Over 200 Sites Nationwide 
Local Offices, Local Knowledge 
Locations Abroad 
Call FREE Now 

0800 132090 



BRITISH 

SCHOOL 

OF 


BALiOONING 

Champagne FEghu 
far the 

b peri tn ccofaUfetm 
Come fly With the FYofesaionals 
over 

SlK5tX-5U RREY-rtNWANISWTH 
Special Christmas Often 
far Gift Vbodwn 

a 01428 707 307 

fix our colour brochure 

can i 



In 1800 Joseph Sewill started to 
craft the finest timepieces and 
weather instruments in the world. 
Giving you 200 years 
of unbroken tradition 4 
and craftsmanship. 


heritage, precision and traditional 
quality apply today for your 
free full colour brochure, containing 
an historic range of over 200 docks, 
watches, barometers and barographs. 




Gifts 



Gifts for Her 


SETOLS 

St 


APPLY TODAY for your complimentary cop}’ of the SewtDs 
brochure containing fascinating historic facts and A-nik of a 
range of aver 200 timepieces and weather instruments, prices 
from £20 to £3,000. Plus details or a rang* of FREE ScwiQs 
pis • all without any obligation whatsoever. 


FRESH 

DAFFODILS 

FOB 

CHRISTMAS 


[tea hnfwmtruMn Oitnaam 
jar taBfcnMasmf nan tamn. 

30 YELLOW DAFFODILS 

bwcMtefitofage-ONUrf A tvi 

I SMduivAawMniv Z»wilU 

I o*iarfmoleaa aptz post p hbe 

y GROOM BROS LTD foeptinj 

| im opcizm 1 

( « pbam(CMdicMk oaly) {01779} 722421 or 7M00C 
Lai orators to (wranfrtt by tsn anconxxr 



Simply fill in the coupon below or call our worishops today. 

0151 708 0099 Or fans ra- 0151 708 6777. Onr Huts are 

open liar crib 8 JQsn-7.30pm Hcm.-Fri. 0 .OOon-1 2.30pm Sa fir Sun 

NawiMr-Mrs Ms > 

.Address' 



Fashion 


■top# 


WE CARE FOR ‘ODD’ SIZE GENTLEMEN WITH| 

MADE TO ME 

TROUSER: 

AT OFF THE PEG PRICES! 


StarefaKlItOavIMfHiy 


TO FIT ANY SIZE 


FREE 


CALL NOW FOR 

INFORMATION PACK 
AND CLOTH SAMPLES 


To/; OT 304 560 500 

or answer phone out of hours 


Traditional British Trouser 
Specialist for Over 25 Years 

Your Personal Tailor^ 

BROOK MARTINE 

CO- LTD. (Dept IND 40) FREEPOST (No stamp required) 

04. Fox Oak Street, C red ley Heath, Warley. West Midland*, B64 SBR 
Fex: 01384 569 QOS. Factory Shop: Mon-Fri 0am to 5pm Sat Sam to 1pm 


E9 Monay Bacfl 
t~— i Guarantee 
•5- if not totally 
delighted 


HIGH RISE, BUTTON FLY, 
TURN-UPS, PLEATS etc... 


Hwrsi» and ffl problems am 
p erm a nently solved In the comfort of 
your own home when using our unique 
made to measure laboring system. 
EXCLUSIVE RANGE OF OVER 
100 QUALITY BRITISH CLOTHS 



TteftyM 
cjtaloguci trIHi j 
write sdcdhm of 
■rereoal lii^rrit 
and topqmhly 
fonweat 
I. Lingerie 
CoBeaion 
ISJmlrPVC 
3 Fantasy 
Frotwoic 


Fbod& Wine 


Pcstcodt 


03. *What eei ba naOy SMiairad 
and allows you to rain In canton 
and Mylar 


ScwiHs. ConMl House. 24 CorahilL Liverpool U 8DZ 
1 — oaroNOSETEn. watch a fuimcAL asrrtuidrr manufacturer ■ 


The Family 
Or garjiser 


« ESSENTIAL 

(VERY EASY TO 
USE S FUN) 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
FOR BUSY PEOPLE WITH 





alien n$n 


totntly wqoirfi thk bun nan* lion 
|i tf\ high col fatm a Russian origin^ 
a ifanos Vladimir Ifyidi %aw», (1170- 
IJ24| nave popolirtji known as butte, 

«» ol the wafers of cbe 20th Crnrarj. 

Weal far stud rots, hraonanj, teHtdon 
and admirers of the farmer USSR. 

K far ddrrenr. 

Wir (9. Clockwork 6 Stun, The OM Bakay, 24 Bnddey Rd 
Wg. Nrrthaoa HHI2 6Dj M: QI3Z7 2SI9W Far 01327 35S3U 



STROMNESS SEAFAYRE 
Vleuxfa Street 
Simmnesi 
Orkney bli 
TeL HUS£ B50 840 
Fax 01854850 551 

For Mmethinga Ditto didensil 
| for Q«i8tuM&. Fresh and anoked 
nlrnan. oyster* and mass*!* all 
from Tire Orkney Isles. 
Otfcney crab PiUi. Orknw 
herring in whljiey. pins nrach 
more. Hampers, ideal gifts, 
potted direct anywhere in UJL 
to time for Xmas. 

To place an order «■ redeve a 
price list, caD Heather Moannr* 
on T716P6 £0 551 


R£\T:1 ROlVOf UMi 


in a lop French vineyard. 
Quality unite and gnat fiat. J 

A UNIQUE G£FT( 

Far a brochure ring 


or write 

Jh Wine. . 
SwtuakaU. LmaJm 


itf IND tot 


Evnrythjno for Dia'l 
CHESS or BRIDGE 
_ _ enthustasl 

Send for FREE 
Mail Order 
catalogue from 

CECE^SS & 
BRIDGE LTD 

369 Euston Road 
London NW1 3AR 
0171-3882404 
RETAIL SHOP 
OPEN 10am-Cpm 
Monday to Satuntef 

gmafr chesseartrw Goasyrm. cc uk. 



r^ThcvMjrkrsnosiS 
Sfyitsh Gift Mxkjw? 

Smttt luxuy MUM of die World 
The pcffact Chrisms dft for 
thm whs appradxe the finer 
tw»9» In SI*, ah roudm In 
Idenaramtfm of ISO redeeaefale 
at mm 230 of the mart exclusive 
lK4tfawB c Mwld«.ABeMBpaiifcd 


Directory 

faun an te fan* mg 
OUR STS 116 



FDR THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHING 
Personalised Hud Grafted Beer 

.. . on 

the 

Tpreservai 
pesticide free hops 
ORDER now far Unique Xmas Gift 
12x150ml Bottoms 
UK 48 hr aetVKr C4.W 
Lngtwn Br ew er y 
QWB*5*Un 


FRUIT PRESSES 
AND CRUSHERS 

Tm graphs and windfall (rail 
ten pm, fresh joke 

A range of irafimal. , 
qualir> mckma nikibie! 
for pice tn and Oder 
inaldfli: 

PnsKi ihmISS 
vica.pa.aae?. 
Hamei. n™ 

UU5 3SE 

Tit own mow ruiri 

faEtneatirar 




PURVEYORS OF FINE FOODS AND 
WINES FOR EVERY OCCASION 

With over 70 selections of traditional 
wicker Gift boxes and Hampers. 

Tel: Freephone 0800 614803 

for your free brochure. 



SMOKED 

SCOTTISH 

SALMON 


The Very Best Quality 

227; (Soz) t&xd pidc E9 45 

434g(Ilb) diced padc__„£l4 65 

6S0g fl'.-lb) Bficcd side E19.45 

907g (3bi liiccd ode £24.65 

SPECIAL OFFER 
8x227s (8oz) sliced pocksJ&42.05 
VAC- PA C 1st class pox paid 
GBt canto may be Included 
Vtea/Actaaa/Ainex or tfwqtia to: 
L0CHENGOWER 
KEMPLETOM MILL 
KIRKCUDBRIOHT DC50 4NI 
Tet (01557) 330361 (7 days) 
Ffae (01 5B7) 330385 

XMAS DELIVERY 
GUARANTEED 


Sport 


MRAGUDMG 9 PARAMGTORING 
In Dha bsautllul YorfcatUra Daloa 
wMi Aothra Edm. Tet014?3 
711900. 


04. ~Whai to Uw pertoct gUt tor 
how wf 
Wngaln 


tew whfl^xpprec to w Ora Oner 



Dandy 

Beano 


t comics 

FOR BDmfDAJr WEEK 
X9AO-w - iMO*. 

Comics B# Post 
SprteaSeW, uSodbetfa. 
WorfesooSSl 8QD 
TO 01909589428 
Fix 01909 568900 


II 1 Silk Lingerie 


Pine quafliy. 

f-aj& 

Bnrifch nude 


lingerie to pure 
ria&tacc.plm 


'fvoydajT 

nJgtewwr* 


andenrear ia 

ilEcn 

x41 allk jcracy. 


Sites 10-20. 

'WM 

CATALOGUE 
017*1 410107 

Jp§ 

SUUS (Detail 
WmfteUCa 


MidsomcrNtn. 
Bath RAJ tSTi 


Fbr Sales 


XU OCMU7T CONTROunl 
IWRMMWmu nStmb 
WW«>«P « A IYT wttr (j 

MJfWfTnrgjI 



■nnaKR«iixingninBBnQCHxt(Fcon£iEiws \ 


Health & 


Leisure 



0 3. "What como* bam btroott 
■{rtlw saved from tsca to 
1SSW 





CHS auESPO* to: QUICK & DIRECT 
™»“S3jeT*wa» toovmM 
^ww*Mim,v«uwioii niAiKs, 

mftVAVhiraiaR. Ttt 01832.232*43 


I7ruj 


Seaml\ 

Pfemn 

6mit! 

■Knraik 



Q-5. *Who to gcvlofl you two hun- 

drM yeara id unbrekan nrflttea 

*»d craBmmMpT 





J driza-bon^ 

Lafead Oh lafe 

The original stockman's coat 
direct from Australia. This ail 
time classic is both functional 
•Z 4nd fashionable. Carefully made 
t in russet brown 12 oz -ailed 
cotton. Featuring shoulder cape, 
storm flaps, full rear fan tail, 
deep pockets, leg straps Chest 
sizes 35" • 54* mens or ladies. 
Available now at £129.50. Free 
delivery UK Mainland. 

01734 463804 

Nidcsons Coonbywear Ltd. 

16 Church St, Cawsbam, 
Reading RG4 8AU 




Gifts far the Family 


■■ NSW " COUBLC SOLS " NEV.' 


PURE UNADUOSUTflD 

LUXURY 

teg- o*s*fa —didiwre W i n ndw H 


%lPi 


I Wn kwda as 3m d dm ton * 

raw eon^JMH Xms C*t v M M 

rUMUMWL bEWMtgK. 

30SOC0PWV. . 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize . 

In Our Easy 
To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 

The Independent in association with 
Royal Warrant holders 



of Old Bond Street, London, Is offering 
a special box of hand-made chocolates 
every Sunday until 8th December in our 
Christmas Gift Guide Competition. 
Every week the first correct postcard 
pulled out of the Christmas sack will win 
the special prize. 

How to Enter 

There are five questions,. numbered 
one. , to five, hidden amongst the 
Christmas Gift Guide advertisements. 

9 n 5*2®° ^ ave found them, you must 
iina the answers. These are located 
within the advertisements. Send your 
answers, together with your name, 
address and daytime telephone 
number on a postcard to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 13 
Marketing Department, 19th Floor, 

Die Independent 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 

Closing date for Competition No.: 13 fs 
Wednesday, 11th December 1996. 
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Cash in on cartoons 


I 

I By John Windsor 
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T he county set thinks Dicky and Daffy 
Tottering are absolutely topping. A 
well-to-do Surrey fanner took her 
pair of pet sheep to the preview of the 
eccentric couple’s selling exhibition in Lon- 
don’s Mayfair — and Sir Angus Ogilvy was 
guest of honour at its opening. 

Dicky and Daffy, as readers of Country 
Life will know, are cartoon strip characters 
— ageing huntin’, shoo tin' aristocrats whose 
ability to cope with the modem world 
depends largely on the resourceful Mrs 
Sbagpile, their only remaining servant, anil 
regular injections of gin and tonic. Typical 
gag, from Dicky: "The barbarians are at the 
gates... I’ve just found Freddy playing com- 
puter croquet”, 

Al the smart O'Shea Gallety's exhibition, 
the colourful original artwork by 37 year old 
Annie Tempest is selling for £425 per framed 
strip - double the going rate for newspaper 
editorial-page cartoons. Her specially drawn 
single images are £295-£550 framed. 

But it is not just the high prices that make 
Dicky and Daffy a publishing phenomenon. 
It is their merchandising. Green wellie 
types, who would never be seen dead in a 
product-name T-shirt, are being offered 1 2 
up-market Tottering tie-ins. No other car- 
toonist for adults has made such a hit with 
manufacturers. 

The face of a British-made Comiche-style 
11-jewel carriage clock, commissioned by 
Halcyon Days - the London suppliers of 
objets d'art - sports a hand-drawn portrait of 
Dicky and Daffy clinking champagne glasses 
at a picnic. It costs £645. Halcyon Days are 
also selling an enamel box with hand-drawn 
Totterings, £125. There are mugs (£12), ash- 
trays (£25), teapots (£35) and a tie with Tbt- 
tering crest by Thomas Pink (£29.50). At 
£150 a pair - Tottering crested velvet slippers 
by Hemy Maxwell, sponsor of Tfempest's 
book Tottering-bv-Gerufy : limited edition of 
500, £30 each. ' 

Expensive though Tempest’s original 
drawings may sound, they are pocket 
money compared with the £9,500 being 
asked by the London gallerist Chris Bee- 
tles for Ralph Steadman's original pen and 
ink cover for Punch, commemorating the 
magazine’s 150th anniversary. 

As prices for living cartoonists go. Tem- 
pest is sole trader in a middle market of her 
own, patronised less by cartoon connois- 
seurs than by well-wellied countryfolk eager 
to validate their lifestyle. Above hen Bee- 
tles. Below hen Jack Duncan’s cartoon and 
book gallery in Museum Street, Blooms- . 
bunr. where I bought Willie Rushton’s 1991 



Private Eye cartoon of Jiliy Cooper for £45 . 

Tempest had had qualms about O’Shea's 
bullish prices for her work, but was consoled 
when I explained how the cartoon market 
is constructed. “1 suppose, then,” she said, 
“that I'm the Old Rectory, Beetles is the 
stately home and Duncan, er, the stable- 
block?” 

Duncan's is the fun end of 
the market (guffawing at 
Scarfe or Steadman’s surreal 
satire at Beetles’ is a gaffe of 
H M Bateman esque pro- 
portions). The ebullient 
Duncan - a writer in the Six- 
ties for the BBC’s pioneer 
satirical show Thai Was the 
ff&ek That Was, and the man 
who made Les Dawson 
famous on Yorkshire television - holds bibu- 
lous monthly openings of newspaper car- 
toon exhibitions and stocks work by more 
than a dozen cartoonists. Editorial-page car- 
toons by Chris Riddell are about £250 



yoghurt from a supermarket, £100. 

You can still telephone newspaper and 
magazine cartoonists to offer to buy their 
work. But Rushton (another Thai Was the 
Week veteran) and Riddell now sell theirs 
exclusively through Duncan. Rushton told 
me: “I’d rather somebody else handled the 
selling side. Jack can deal with 
problems and ask for more 
money. It's worth that extra 
percentage”. 

But just because a London 
gallery bas begun adopting 
Grub Street cartoonists does 
not mean they are going up in 
the world. Duncan pockets a 
modest 35 percent commission 
(50 per cent is the norm). And 
the cartoonists themselves are 
showing symptoms of identify crisis, being 
unsure whether or not they should be com- 
ing out of the doset - which is where most 
collectors hang their work. 


Duncan's robust opinion is that there are 
framed; gags by Ed McLachlan such as his not enough cartoons in closets. “Let’s not 
wildlife vigilantes liberating pots of live, be pretentious about cartoons,” he says. . 


"Fm not trying to glamorise them, nor try- 
ing to pretend they haven't been paid for 
once already by newspapers. That's why I 
ask artists to keep their prices low. The pub- 
lic's not daft 

“But an original by a really brilliant car- 
toonist knocks spots off your average wishy- 
washy watercolour of a garden gate - and ifs 
a fraction of the price.” 

At the Beetles stately home, the artists are 
dignified by the title “illustrator”, rather than 
“cartoonist”. If yon are thinking of investing, 
the safest bet is the increasing value of the 
work of his "big three”: Ralph Steadman. 
Gerald Scarfe - and Ronald Searlc, the 
GOM of cartoon illustration, to whom both 
Steadman and Scarfe are stylistically 
indebted. Prices, says Beetles, have doubled 
in five years. His current big annual exhibi- 
tion. showing the work of 75 artists, took 
£150,000 even before it opened. 

Nostalgia is potent in this market. Never 
mind if Scarfe's and Steadman’s barbs 
remind you of Gflray - the correct market 
comparison is with E H Shepard, whose 
whimsical drawings of Winnie the Pooh 
fetch up to £15.000 at auction. 

Beetles can be sure of getting £5,000 for a 
major Scarfe or Steadman. £2.000-3.000 for 
a Sear I e - especially a St Trinians or a 
Molesworth. At a London auction house such 
as Christie’s South Kensington or Phillipsyou 
might pay half those sums for such treasures 
- if you are lucky. Searie is avidly collected 
in America, where he used to live, and in Ger- 
many, where his prices have hit £10,000. 

You, too, should dig deep but be dis- 
criminating. Cartoons of faded celebrities 
enacting forgotten stories are the market’s 
turkeys. The fact that at Phillips in March 
four framed cartoons by leading newspaper 
cartoonists Jon and Cummings, showing the 
trade unionist Clive Jenkins, failed to sell 
even at the measly estimate of £70-£100, is 
a warning. Duncan slashes the prices of car- 
toons unsold after six mouths. There's no 
news like old news. 

‘To tic ring- by- Gently' in Mayfair, O'Shea 
Gallery until 23 December (9.30am-6pm, Sat- 
urdays 9.30am- 1pm), 120 Mount Street, Lon- 
don W1 (0171-351 3321). The Illustrators at 
the Chris Beetles gallery, Monday-Saturday 
(10am-5.30pm) until 25 January. Jack Dun- 
can Cartoons and Books,, 10am-6pm Satur- 
days llam-Spm), 44 Museum Street, London 
WC1 (0171-242 5335). 

Pictures: Willie Rushton's 1991 ‘Private Eye' 
cartoon of Jiliy Cooper. Inset: Annie Tempest's 
lucrative creations 'Dicky and Daffy'. 


19 



bazaar 


good thing 

The Wrath of Grapes, £7.99 


THE WRATH 

OF GRAPES 

nr 

h» Hi'uiniin mi tMi 1 *! 
L.qHI 





Although the sub-title of this 
pocket-sized gem is The Hangover 
Companion, it is not a guide to 
how get one - after all, we all 
know how that's done. Instead, it's 
a step-by-step guide to avoiding 
them without having to give up 
drink. And should a heavy head and heaving stomach slip 
through the net. there is a whole chapter devoted to dealing 
with your hangover. First off is correct identification: have 
you landed yourself with a “monster maker” or a “time trav- 
eller” - or is it a “slow burner"? The final chapter is a spec- 
tacular collection of hangover cures including the legendary 
Hair of the Dog and the alarming Hangman's Blood. 

For stockists and mail order call: 6 1 71-5SO 9307 

mad thing 

The Winter Chilis & 

Misery Kit, £25+£6p&p 

Once again pockets across 
the country are stuffed 
with snotty loo paper, and 
offices are full of people 
who should be at home, 
tucked up in bed. The best 
way to ensure that ailing workers stay at home with their 
germs, is to send them one of the Gluttonous Gardener’s 
wonderful mini hampers. The Winter Chills and Misery 
Kit is of course the most appropriate. The crate contains a 
bottle of whisky, a couple of lemons, cloves, cinnamon, a 
jar of honey and a glass from which to glug it. 

The Gluttonous Gardener, 0171-371 0775 



sure thing 

Habitat Christmas 

Shopping Party 

10% discount on everything 


r T 

I THE INDEPENDENT | 


bonus 

token 


habitat 


We have had an I 

overwhelming response to our . 

Habitat Christmas shopping J 
party. Due to readers’ 8 

concerns about not receiving L— - 
their invitations in time by post, we are printing a special 
bonus token today. Simply take it along to your nearest 
Habitat store on Thursday 12 December, between 6pm to 
9pm. and you will be able to attend our exclusive shopping 
party and enjoy a 10 per cent discount on everything 
(Dublin and Belfast stores are not participating). 

For nearest store call 0645 334433. Terms & Conditions as 
previously published in The "Independent' and the 
‘Independent on Sunday' (23-26 November 1996), 


I 

I 
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— r TEL: 0171 293 2222 


classified * personal 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Independent Hearts 


my CHAT ’6 DA7E3 
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ferOEBl # 
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0171-937 6263 
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CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and al) our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 


INDl 



Public Notices 


more important 

THAN YOUR LIFE 

it’s also fundamental to the lives of 
pour children and their children 

HIST 2% OF THE COUNTRY CONTROL 
WHAT HAPPENS TO TIE OTHER 98% 

Bic businessmen want chemicals and pestaddea in 
vour family's food, water, and environment \oa 
'don't. Who gets listened to? 

Fannins fat-cats want to use end methods of meat 
production, and your famfly to eat potential* unsafe 
meat products. You don^. Who gets heard? 

Rich investors want your job to disappear and yon to 
face a future of low wages or the dole queue. Ton 
don't. Whoso voice is heard? 

The political parties want you to think they are 
on crime. You want the truth lleestW2J* 
end in a conviction - the current system is 
Ticnrlv JWKr ineffective). You want real action on the 
caused of crime. Who gets their way? 


Now a ncw system whore what yon want happens! 
Instead of poUti- 5 -"' mntmlline vour life, now you 


rstem wnore wuai tr: n 

Instead oi politicians continuing jrarlA y°u 
haw o real sHy with push button voting! 

totbe 

£z£biSttSS, ^ 

for informs bon. 
e-mail inactndfiSvapan^opi 
web page httpJ/www.gojpc-or gM w M 8 ' 


To advertise in the 
Personal Section 
please call Seema Chaudhry 
on 0171 293 2347 


THE DINNER CLUB (EM. *88). The 
nations only countrywide dWnfl 
dub tor unaHachad proteo- 
•JonaMwdMsa paapto aped 2S+. 
Tec (01244) 350537. BUSktaaa 
opportunMes also avafiabto 
(01244) 548810. 

OVER 5WS CLUB. No*, adoring lor 
over BO't ratoUonBNps, Mand- 
torfpa, end pan pale naHoowid*. 
MeiMatf? Ptane wife to Be tar 
dMtataaLfft WoadoonGrwsRd, 
Coutodon. Surrey, CJB 2AL 

PflOFESSKkNAL MALE 100-20*5, 
goodtoaidng, sporty. easygoing. 
Ska* duWng^MicWtoUia. WLTM 
an attractive taanala with a GSOH 
for fitanctatilp and poetobla reta- 
ttansMp. London baaed. Photo 
aaanttsl. Bom No 61787. 

SINGLE MAN. ton 30‘s, Bring on 
Hantosatoee total nA woman tar 
frtertsNp/raranee- Be* No 

61779. 

SUU, DARK. PETITE, attractive 
prof, tomato, 33, enjoys an. the- 
atres, dnetna and traveang. 
Soaks prof, male companion. 
Photo appreciated. Anywhere. 
BOX NO 61780. 

AUSTRALIAN IN OXFORD, urbane 
OH male. 44 yra oto who lovoa to 
laugh soaks ram, My. and eul- 
umd tody- Bat No IrlTSi. 

DON'T ANY MEN IN Scotland read 
the tndepondar*? Engdoh, sailtah. 
45. am waiv e tomato, from Edin- 
burgh. Buoy Wo but needs morn. 
YOU? Box No 61722. 

FORTNIGHTLY FORTY1SH LEAN 
LOVER wanted by woman who 
also enjoys cycling and OOUttKto. 
Panninea and/or Peak tSttrid in- 
ferred. Box No 61785. 

ARTICULATE, LIVELY-MINDED 
Bhiawbusy woman. 40% oaaka 
educated man ol tot and imagine- 
ikm. n/s, to share lito'a eMftoed 
pleasures. Box No 1:1787. 

AUTHOR/PUBLISHER (LoritJon- 
based. 50, dboroed, n/s) wrUng 
definitive book an ‘RonanOc 
Weekends’ seeks very anreaHva, 
weO-ap often fern, companion 
W/ESOH, good witting sfcffla, 
mature penocud sUUs, free to 
travel w/ends, 30*0. 
PhOto+CV+Lanar. Box No t1731. 

man, YOUNG-LOOKING 4|, Radio 
4 adeflet, medBator, ehuroh-goor, 
wfril trevededwOh wtae^wiglng 
tmereaW- WLTM Itelyrolnited 
buly, undw 38 yean and Meg In 
Seum tar Memtatap and hopaUy 
long-term ratodonaMp. Box No 
61788. 

MAN, W, LOVER OF Old Otare and 
Ipnaly Mta,tha wiftttn word and 
painted canvas, saaka woman 
with aMtar intaraats tor reotaro- 
eatad support and aftecBon. 
NJjOndon but win travel. Box No 
1:1788- 

GOOD-LOOtONG DUTCH LADY 
B 0 ), taring in Oemuny, tasks a> 
bftsmgent, waniWmartad man. 
ta te re te ed In languegee. mdquea. 
att^atefor o ono sp ondancaond 

Mandetilp.BflM No L-17B4. 

FR1ENOSHP, PO»ULE mnanca. 
attractive feraaie. young 48 5V. 
■flm blonde earing romantic 
advanturoua. fiaaka aMarnwIa, 
35-45, tor wtalng dotktg & may 
nlghto in. Photo ptoas*. Box No 
1:1783- 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent , 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 


THE UK’S LARGEST GROUP OF 
INTERLINKED LOCAL (ffHCES. 


As seat om BBC TV 

■ FKBZ WH&Bgatitopersomd UsUio it w s. 
nSECAU BEDDOCtiD TO YWB LOCAL WTMI 

0500 003444 

OPEN7DAXS 


InlrtxluLlions 

"IT REUIY 

worn r 


TEACHER, 35. WARM, coring and 
quite good-looking, seeks 
decant, unprstenflous woown for 
twigtaer and companionship. Lon- 
don area. Box No 61794. 

SULTRY SEDUCTIVE FEMALE, 
5*8*, slim, leggy, kasingem. prof, 
looking for ton, ft ta n ds h l p 8 
romance from the right person 
only! Are you a black. WoMgenL 
very handsome male, with a 
wtekad SOft who knows how to 
treat a lady? If so, I am mOIng tar 

B reply. Photo is a naceeattyf 
No 61795. 

TALL ATTRACTIVE HALE age 33 
Ras toning out sport, seeks 
female 24+ Barfcs/WJjmL Boa 
No 61798 

BAY MAN, 38, 6*1", shm graduate. 
Mg mUe. non-camp, kwea beset, 
open, can't sterol Intervals with 
natNng but a melted Ice wesnr tar 
company. Join mo. Photo piesM. 
London. Box No h.1771. 

OUTRAQEOUSLV PASSIONATE M. 
48, young, sttn, tonctfw, loving, 
educated, tmefflgart, kwos muelc. 
arte, travel, outdoor*, saaka 

equally p a ssionate, sunny, bito»- 

gam partner. Cbeon but mobfle. 
Photo appradated. Ben No tl 788 

HANDSOME AMERICAN MALE, 39, 
vtaWng the U.K. soon. 1 am a 
aaeurs pretoeekmal with no bad 
habit*. My home needs the touch 
of a good woman to 31. Photo. 
Box No 61782. 

MED. FRANCE. ARTIST ertfoying 
prod. Indian summer bedevea 
MalL creathre Indepefldeni 
women muaavmuit! enhance both 
our Bros. Serwe of numov eseen. 
Box No 61768 

BRIGHT, DREAMY, LEFTWINQ 
LADY, 34, aatoa inteMgent. good- 
natured man, 32-4B. to share 

naitoc. cinema and lautorter. WHS. 
Avon, Stas, etc. Box NO 617B3. 

2«YhS OLD TURKISH HALE, 
Qaodtookfng. sexygolng, warm, 
bospttetrfs. saaka easygoing 
tomato. Box No 1:1784. 

MANC5 M 38 slkn J]d taoks 510“ 
Prosperous blah Wan btah too. 

Saaks BtonderF lor btoh blah bMi 

eta. Photo appeas'd. Bo* No 
tlJffi. 

YOU HQ POTENTIAL ACTOR, 
naads to meet more woman and 
wotodnT mind a steady retattor* 
ship w«t tort 2 fKJSyni tod- Enfore 
theatre, drietna. and olubbtag. 
An No 61770. 

HAPPY, HUMOROUS, CUL7UMI, 
W, prof, mala, mld-Mt aspWng 

wdtar, »aeka statttotoUHl conBttom 
tomato Waat Ukto Box No 61778 

WRITER/TEACHER. Attreedve 
femaie.4i7>. Edinburgh, tmerestg 
Currant affaire, arts, outdoors. 
Saaks oompaWsta educated mete 
estsbflshod in career. Box No 
61778 

WARM VIVACIOUS WOMAN. Looite 
good- to wefflas or heato Seeta 
down to r»rth, non-amOk*r, w* 
man wMt Mg heart and sBytaotor, 
tor sharing good tlma towad. 
StaftoWremerintoWre. Be* No 
61772. 


Connect- with 

a]] types 





0191708057 


Newspaper Pubfishing pic 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 

do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they wflL 

When, making contact 

with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
wfl] be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This mil be 
respected by genuine 
respondenis. 


Announcements 


LONDON INSTITUTE OF EDUCA- 
TION- Newa erf 1947-1948 stu- 
dirts desired tor News Shast Tat 
01328313488 



The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
C.t'I free ‘2A hfr.'i s«i T.'iv LargisS arc 

0300 072 0075 for 'mt Longest EstaolishecJ 
. accrcv ••'.i t h corrcin.il 

•Brochure interviews 

1 CD or Tape v; ?n 'iiririp: '.V no rover you live your 

■ Descriptions of i-a r ''" :ri; ' an! -' , " v '- ! 

B .s .iftC-lv :c 5e 
F V.-Ithtr. 25 r-ilec 


People usually only meet 
ivitbin the confines of their 
social circle. Daieune is 
the ideal way to expand 
your horizons 

Fc* Free Details with No Obligation 
Write Tct 23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 6AL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 

EAI966. .4BL4 mmhtr. txpJ 7— » ri.fr£ujUsim 


\ ^ 

rs 



oi7 r- 

-r wr . », j. 

.01753-830350 

J = 4B*b24Ho 


- “Vt rtmrafwff sums 

nlKwtnntlenla^ 

term relaCioiHiUp*” 

: V':SMSLow Stw»j« ■■ 

' ^M'teEtoaihBto^ . 
.TtrewaiMsdttoS^nti. 
taxm; . itofcteW* 


GENTLEMEN 


Bright and interesting, 
independent women 
with a positive attitude 
and a zest and 
enthusiasm for enjoying 
life to the full, would 
love to meet men with 
integrity, a sense of fun 
and adventure, ready to 
make new friends and 
develop honest, sincere 
relationships. 

GffiD 

CONNECTIONS 
01865 511774 


Creating 

Togetherness 


Personal, caring 
introductions and social 
events for happy single 
people in Oxfordshire. 
Bucks, Wilts, Glos. and 
W. Midlands, Works, and 
Cots wolds 

01295 690524 


zygosis 


tin.- foriimljii: I'jiivilicr 


Al : ACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE: 


Wr arc Its QUALITY mlinwte 

NratJellcr irrvice I or UKHlcm 

men uto uomeu A fjn. eflioeiiL 
dBCrccL lbsU> pcrwHul otkc 
LOVING LINKS 

Stole -Wl. 

502 Rcfcnl Street 

Lmk'iD WTR BHH 

91t1 9BZB380 K 
Btohflri 0802 5tofl<3 



THE PROFESSIONAL PEBSOH'S INTRODUCTION A6EHCT 


Ktna3|«i»iaaMilBMnsS|anB 
BitocunnaaoJatk 
Itort ttfxi* Zntei* os Mp. 

HL ml- bydbir vtam. rycou aamBf ae orti t -m nli 

(tsoErf anl pahkn; Aauhto 

W bi kn> Al (d iiw ui 

LONDON SCOTLAND NORTH WEST 

0171 829 6979 0131556 5655 01615 582BD0 

YORKSHIRE MIDLANDS SOUTH WBT 

0113 245 87X7 OWOI43Q78 01225 S5851J 
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NORTHEAST 
0191 261 22Z4 
SOUTH LAST 
01622691200 


TRYST B A NATWHWOE 
MTROHJCnON BUREAU 
ESTABUSHEDFDnOVERS 
YEARS. FOR SUCCESSFUL, 
■wmiiOEKr a» socially 
ACCB>TABLE SMGLE PEOPLE. 

ARE YOU LOOKNSK3R A 

TRULY PERSONAL SERVICE 
WITH SOME OLD FASHtOJED 
VSTTUE5 AMI WTEWSIY. 
«*} FEES THAT ARE YWTHW 
REASON? 

TEU HELEN SPAIN, 
O15SB7088S4 

ANYTIME. ANYDAY 


JOIN CINEUNK 

Socialise around 
Clnema/Ans events in 
central London 

Veit 0181 800 4822 

or send SAE to 
138 Lordship Road 
London Nl6 OQL 


ESSEX MAN i 5‘1U. 
slim, fit, own teeih. own 
hair, own ideas. Seeks 
lady, 40ish. slim, who 
looks good al the 
Opera, and in a 
Transport cafe, who 
feels fine with candlelit 
dinner, and on the back 
of my motorbike, who 
looks good in a dress 
and in jeans. 1 am the 
same except for the 
dress. She would be 
intelligent hut not 
pushy, roman lie. sensual 
and tactile. Tory's need 
not bother. 1 dislike 
football, but love 
MORSE. She wants to 
be in love, and lo slay 
that way. 

Photo would be nice. 
BOX NO. 1: 1791 



INDEPENDENT HEARTS 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in the The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1 .66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement, published in the first available editions of the Saturday "Weekend" and Sunday “Real Life" sections 
is just £5.00 per line including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00, please cross here if you do not require a Box No D)- 

Simpiy write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 
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Name:... 

Address: 


.Postcode: 


Telephone (daytime):. 
Signature: 


Alt adrertneramtj muf te prepaid. Cheques shnuU be made pat able lo Manpaptr Pubhsh mg Pie of debt mn 
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□ Access □ Visa □ Amex □ Diners Club Card expiry (Sale: Card No 

Send all advertisements ux- 

lndepcndent Hearts The Independent. 19th Floor, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. London E14 SDL • Telephone: 0171 293 2347 • Fix: 0171 293 2505 

This offer Is on I? open to private advertisers. Trade enquiries are welcome on the above telephone number. •NRS Jan - June V5 
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The Third World war starts here 

Gavin Green on the battle to capture emerging countries’ car markets 


f ■; 

»- 


C ar makers treat the Third World 
rather like Marie Antoinette dealt 
with the peasantry. But instead of 
cake, thev consume cast-offs. 

For years, they ve been pulling the same 
old trick; when cars get too slow, too anti- 
social, too unsafe or simply too imsesv 
Western or Japanese makers pension 
them off to a Third World or Communist 
market where, supposedly, they don’t 
know any better. And because the people 
there clamour for transport - any eround 
transport that's better than horses or feet 
- they buy. And the car makers continue 
to tum a tidy profit 
Eastern Bloc countries have been the 
favoured dumping grounds for old Fiats. 
They stfll make “new” 1950s Morris Oxfoids 
in India- known as the Hindustan Amt ts- 
sador. Romania recently agreed to build 
Austin Maestros, which were dreadful 
when first launched in Britain 15 yearn ago 
(and they haven’t got any better with age} 
But ail that is about to change. Accord- 
ing to Paolo Cantarella, chief executive of 
Fiat CNN and other international TV 
channels are to thank. “Developing coun- 
tries can see what son of cars Europeans 
or Americans drive,'’ he said. “They want 
the same." 

They’re about to get it Fiat recently 
launched the first-ever Western-standard 
car specifically for Third World markets 



The old and the new? Will the Hindustan Ambassador (above left) be ousted by the likes of Fiat (above right)? 


Hie Palio, about the size of a Punto, is now 
the second best-selling car in Brazil (behind 
a local version of tine last generation VW 
Golf) and is responsible for amasaveboom 
in Fiat sales there. Brazil is now Fiat’s sec- 
ond biggest car market after Italy. Afour- 
door version of the car is about to be made 
in Argentina. Patios will also be built in 
Venezuela, India, Morocco, South Africa, 
Egypt Poland and Turkey. By the end of 
the millennium, Hat hopes to add China 
and Vietnam to that list 
China, whose car market is expected to 


quadruple in the next seven years, is being 
seriously courted by nearly all the world's 
car makers. European makers already 
active in China include Volkswagen (the 
Chinese number one) and Peugeot but 
invariably, they serve up old timers. The 
Chinese are more discerning now: the uew- 
comeTS to China, without exception, will 
be tbe making this years models. 

Fiat’s former boss for international 
operations, and now head of Latin Amer- 
ica, Giovanni RazeUi, says that China 
may be die biggest prize, but India is safer 


and, at least in the medium term, a faster 
growing market Mercedes has just opened 
a new assembly operation there, t6 build 
the old model E-dass, and Fiat is about to 
stan work on a new greenfield site which 
will males the Palin 

Brazil, says Razelli, is also a market with ' 
enormous potential. “It has a strong and 
thriving middle class, and already has a car 
market almost as big as Britain’s, France’s 
or Italy’s,” says Razelli “Within five years, 
it will be considerably bigger.” 

General Motors now makes its latest- 


model Corsa small car in Brazil (but 
thankfully without tbe Ruby Wax ads), 
Ford makes Fiestas and Audi will shortly 
begin production of its new A3 baby car. 
Volkswagen, Brazil’s biggest car maker 
wQl make next year’s brand new Golf in 
Br azil, soon after production starts in 
Europe. Just to prove how keenly Euro- 
pean makers are targeting South Amer- 
ica, Mercedes is about to set up shop to 
make its new A-class baby car on a green- 
field site. The A-class is unvefied next 
spring at the Geneva Show, and will 


¥ 


probablv be the most advanced car ort! 
sale in Europe - let alone in Soutty 

Eastern Europe, the competition iij 
even hotter. Fiat, traditionally the regionj 
bLest car maker has been making cat* 
inland for 75 years andrstooqpand: 
its Polish operations to build the Palio (ltj. 
already makes all Cinquecentos there), 
GM and Volkswagen are expanding mas- 
sively Tbe most surprisingly ambitious 
maker of all in the region though is prob- 
ably the Korean company Daewoo. It 
recently bought a 60 per cent stake in, 
state-owned FSO in Po and, and is 
expanding in Romania. It sells out-of-oate, 
cars, but that will change when new Dae-; 
woos emerge from Korea next year. -*■' 
Meanwhile the Palio - a modern, 
handsome but conventional little hatch- 
back-goes from strength to strength in 
Brazil, its first market. Fiat’s decision to 
make a “world” car for developing mar- 
kets. with only minor differences from 
country to country, was greeted with sur- > 
prise by other car makers. How can they f 
ignore North America. Western Europe 
or Japan - the world’s biggest car mar- 
kets? But increasingly, the decision s 
being seen as a master stroke. By the yeaf 
2000, Fiat expects to sell one million 
Palios a year. That would make it the 
world’s best selling car. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


motoring 


FAX: 0171 293 2505' 


4 Wheel Drive 


4 Wheel Drive 


Diesel The Facts 


2 Issues FREE 


[_! I'd Ck* to ubscrib* to Di««l I 

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 


i 

rfc 4M for 12 luues pits 2 Free, tuning «rith (he cunnt taut J 


Initials. 


Postcode 


Please charge my □ Visa □AocessMasteRanVEuracaid the sum of C27J0O on l 
2nd February 1997. unless I cancel this subscription order before then. > - i 
Name and initials as on card„ ... ... •, jL . , jj 


Cud number 


ramffimmrrm 


Card expiry date | |j ] | || [ 


HWCMinMT'tf ant s a eWiVw* trm j 

addren. pleav? arttett separate s*##r with J 

I 


, Date 


Your signature 

/ understand I am under no obligation if Ido no t to co ndnua after tbe two month 

free trial I c*n csnceJ before payment a due on the 2nd Febnvrx 1997. If I decide co 
continue I need da nothing. My fubxription wiB bring me monthly issues of Dleee 1 
• «»4 magaatae far U consecutive Issues. Offer apples id l* ana BFFO addresses onfr 

Return completed form to: Menida Publishing Ud, FREEPOST BS8791, 
Somerton. Somerset TA11 6BR (no ramp needed it posted wttfm UK) 


THE magazine for thinking orivfr 



■ i Diesel cars use far less fuel than petrol models. They're 
I reliable, long lasting and often great to drive. Their 
total exhaust emissions* are actually lower than 
equivalent petrol cars - especially on short a round- 
town trips. Yet lately they've been getting a bad 
press. 

So is diesel better or worse for the environment 
than petror? Do diesel cars cost more or less to buy; - 
and run? And which are the best diesel models? 

You'll discover the answers in Diesel Car & 4x4.' 

Our hard-hitting road tests are unrivalled for dear, 

jft^pj-adfca I informatkjn. Our news;»nd i featUres pages are 
written for intelligent motorists who wairrt “well-informed, balanced awerege of ' r> 
transport and. environmental issues. But we're here to entertain as well aS'fn fo rni; dUr 1 
aim, quite simply, is to provide a bigger and better read than any other motoring 
magazine. 

If you've given up in despair at the childishness of other car magazines, give 
Diesel Car & 4x4 a try. The December issue is in the shops now, price £2.30. But we're 
so confident you'll like it that if you return the coupon we'll send you two issues 
completely free of charge. If you don't want to carry on receiving Diesel Car & 4x4, just 
let us know by 30th January and we wont implement your credit card instructions. 

^aggregate emissions of urban monoxide, hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen end particulate matter. 
m grammes per kilometre 





Car Accessories 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 



RUD Chains Ud. * John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QT- Thanet Way • Unit 10-12 
Telephone (0 1227/ 2766 1 1 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


Car Accessories 



weissenfels 

FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 


SNOW-CHAINS 



[ Phone now for our 


CatarBrodmes 



EKCHflHGE SERVICE 
ON AIL CHAINS 


SNQWCHAINS EUROPRODUCTS 

Bourne Enterprise Centre - Borough Green - Kent TNI 5 8DG 
Tel: 01732 884408 - Fac 01732 884564 


Mobile Phones 



NOKIA 5.1 

IJjAflA 



FREE! 

Case, car charger 
and spare battery! 


XMAS SALE! 


Buy any Orange phone 
from us before 

Christmas 

and we will give up to 

£30 Piseomit 

(on RRP!) 


PLUS 

Connect to Talk 60 for an 
extra £25 chequeback! 






Terms apply to all new connections, different teems 
Apply for existing customers upgrading to new phones 


Mobile Solutions 

0500575777 


Mazda 


} 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK’s largest Choice of Used 
MX-5, MX4, MM, tit 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


Collectors Cars 


r 


JAGUARE-TTPE 

1971 SERIES 3 
Manual 2+2, Blue, 
requires some 
restorations. 

. Off era .. .... 

Cambs 1)1223 833 523, 


Motor Services 


m 


frA Intensive 
| ^Driving Courses 

Residential Driving School 
Before the written test 
team to drive in North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test and 
accommodation arranged. 
For details phone: 
01407 711391 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Selection In East' 
AngBa. Buckingham Stanley Cm* '- 
wag*. 01223 282258/840002 



Tfest Drive 



HEAVEN SOFTWARE 

Spedafehg In Games. Educational 

CD-ROM's Reference, Business ' 

FORMULA ONE GRAND PRSX 2 
THE BEST DRIVING SIMULATION IN THE WORLD? 
FtorE SLOT 

WHEN YOU BUY THE 

PER4MER SPORTS STEERING WHEEL ' 
ARCADE STYLE CONTROL DIRECT GAME 
FORT CONNECTION 
F=or£5aS9 

Special Purchase on 3.5 (Me 
• Microsoft Auto Express UK & Ireland £43£9 
Microsoft Auto Express Europe £43£9 
Buy Both al £8349 
Also auaBable on CD Rom 
Prices hefude VATS UK P&P 
PO Box 89 Stevenage SG28XL ' 

' Tel: 01438 816411 Fax: 01438 816422 
Can tor our Brochure 

Visa. Mastereard. Switch & Petal 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

30 DAISY HILL DRIVC. CHORLEY PR6 ONE 


ASA 817 1.650 
AEH63A 435 
AJM32SA 295 
835 ALX 1.350 
(ALEX) 

20BEA 2.450 
BIL7IGZ 700 
633 BJH 1,600 
BLBBY 435 
(B1BBY) 

B0MEY tm 
tBUMEYH 
BN6697. 950 

BOB 19 5£S0 

BOS8N .1.850 
ABB CAL 600 
184 CHR 1.000 
: tOfflJSl 
479 T®. 1JS0 
1835 DK 1,460 
U DPS PDA 
384 ECT 950 


29 1,850 
2EHR POA 
3EHR POA 
EL 33 1,250 

E5B74 1,650 

FAZ22 LOOC 
7FC 6.000 

FCAI 10.000 
B5FCA 985 
(MrB5.FCA) 

reec ijoo 

.25 FH 3A« 
I83BGEA 1,250 
GIL44 2^00 
P60RE 975 
, {Mr P. GORE) 
HAF397 750 

V 

'HO I 2S,KC 
J4RAT 500 
UARRATO 
fCTTITSWtm 


JB23 1J50 
JS 9353 3,650 
K0L353 1J50 
ULH 1/450 
fUUAN ULLEY) 
UK 288 1.150 
LS559 Z950 

QMA 6,000 
M13N5A 595 
(MENSAJ 
MILKS 1JSQ 
4WNHA 400 
NKELX 1^50 
(NIGEL X) 
NKU188 500 
NUJU8 400 
OTF7I7 "5001, 
K>op 7,0004 
PCS 68 
PCS 482 1 
PORI 


RAP40X 635 
R8R938 1.145 
RES 885 1,850 
864 RH Z35Q 
RBIO 2^00 
RLH856 1^460H 
30 SEP 2J00 
SJ150 2.000 

fNOTSJi50) 
6668 SM 5,000 
(AS GAN 500 
IA1SQAN) 
TCP» -2*50* 
VOC3B 

WKOR VJOCYlf 
|ta»_U50f 
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The Trafficmaster YQ gives driversadvance wamir^erf iioW- 

^ruf o^er 40(7iT)ite of fcr detail ^$£^0070 70^ 


Avaflabloimm: Dixons. Cunys. The Link, Tandy. John lewis Psrtneratap. Haflbnis. Bynrna. Tartext MapBne, House of Rxse^-set^ Comet and Al^ a1 ! : ^ ! : \ ' ‘ • 

wes. Wefcomt, Break outlets and ether feadlno high rtr« etecWcel retain. 
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I had 
no faith 


My biggest 
mistake 


Entrepreneur 
Pamela Stevens 


l L | opened my first beauty salon in 
1 1978, and we now have five 
I salons of our own, plus three 
franchises and a fourth due to open 
in January. We'Ve got 48 people work- 
ing for us, and clients such as Linda 
Be lling ham and Gillian Taylforth. 

Probably my biggest mistake came 
in 1985. We had two salons at the 
time, and had the chance to buy a 
third one in Barnet But we didn’t 
have the money. A friend of min e 
offered to lend me £25,000 - that was 
the price of the property - but T had 
an attack of fear. I was afraid that the 
business would not be profitable 
enough to sustain a long-lasting 
investment I was terrified that I 
wouldn't be able to pay her back, so 
Z never took her up on the loan. 

In the end, we managed to get the 
money together, partly out of cash 
flow and partly by borrowing some 
money from leasing companies. That 


was very expensive, but I couldn't get 
the money off the bank. We bought 
the Barnet shop six months later. 

It took about two years for Barnet 
to show a profit, and I could proba- 
bly have paid the loan back within two 
years as well, which my friend would 
have been perfectly happy with. 

Now Td say to people, : Don’t ever 
be frightened Go for it*. You should 
have enough faith in your own ability 
to do it. If the same situation arose 
now, Td definitely take her up on it 
It was just that £25,000 was such a 
lot of money to this girL I thought if 
I couldn’t pay her back, I just wouldn't 
have been able to live with iL If I 
couldn't have paid the banks back, 
that wouldn't have bothered me half 
as much, to be honest 
When I started in business, I tried 
to get a £300 overdraft from Lloyds, 
and they turned me down flat They 
said I had never had any experience, 


and they could not give me an over- 
draft. They looked at me as if I was 
rather stupid. Then I changed to Bar- 
clays. This was when I was opening ray 
fifth dink, in Knightsbridge. We’d just 
fitted out MosweJI Kill, and we didn't 
have enough money to buy Knights- 
bridge, but it was a liquidation that 
came up suddenly, and I thought I'd 
better have it 

f went to Barclays and spoke to 
diem. The manager’s attitude - not 
just his attitude, he actually said it - 
was that women should stay in the 
kitchen. They should not be in busi- 
ness in any way. I was divorced with 
two kids. How was I supposed to I 
keep them? The other thing he said 
was why did I think a girl from the 
East End could open up in Knights- 
bridge? Then I went to Midland, and 
they’ve been brilliant ever since. 

I also had a loan of £500 from my 
Mum in the early days. I was con- 


The price of your 
child’s education ...22 
December is hosting 
a property boom ...26 


vinccd a beauty salon could be a good 
business proposition, because there 
was nothing in Holloway. If you 
warned some sort of hcauty treatment, 
you either had a mobile therapist or 
you went into the West End. 1 thought 
1 couldn't be the only woman in 
North London who needed her legs 
waxed. I said to my Mum: “I only need 
a few bob - let's just give it a go”, and 
she leni me £500. 

I didn't have a lot to lose at the 
time. For the first six months, we 
didn't do too well. 1 was working in a 
bar at night as well to pay the rent. My 
Mum was worried because £51) 0 was 
quite a chunk of money to her. She 
was very surprised to get it back. But 
it suddenly clicked, and that was it. It's 
been growing like Tbpsy ever since. 

Pamela Stevens is the founder of 
Pamela Stevens beauty clinics. She ira.v 
talking to Paul Slade. 


.Fix up a deal before 
the market booms 

Clifford German on a surge in mortgage rates 


ttiott ♦ 

>777 
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T he sight of mortgage 
rates starting to rise 
after less than two years 
is bound to raise questions in 
the mind of any prudent bor- 
rower. Mortgage rates shot 
up to 15 per cent as recently 
as 1990 and the burden of 
expensive mortgages helped 
to drive down property prices 
and create negative equity. 
|£ouTd it all happen again? 

“ The economy is still grow- 
ing and unemployment is 
falling, and these trends 
should continue through 1997 
into 1998. The property mar- 
ket is beginning to strengthen, 
and all these are classic indi- 
cators of a surge in inflation 
two years from now. 

Kenneth Clarice faces the 
same dilemma. Nigel Lawson 
faced in 1988. If- be holds 
interest rates down, he invites 
an inflationary boom. If he 
puts them up, he can either 
stall the recovery prematurely 
or attract so much speculative 
money into sterling that the 
strength of the currency starts 
to make UK exports too dear 
and UK imports too cheap, 
which is another classic high- 
road to trouble. 

But Mr Clarke has avoided 
the temptation to cut taxes as 
. well. In 1988, an unsustain- 
• able boom was triggered after 
taxes were cut The chances 
of a rerun of the boom and 
slump are slight, but it is 
common sense to ask whether 
anything similar could hap- 
pen now to push mortgage 
rates back into double figures. 

If that does happen, any- 
one stuck with a variable rate 
mortgage would have no pro- 
tection against the surge in 
rates. Borrowers who have 
taken out a mortgage since 1 
October last year would also 
find that if they lost their job 
through illness, injury or 
redundancy, the state would 



Gdniglbr broke: The boom In the 1980s put a lot of people out of pocket 


only start paying mortgage 
interest nine months after a 
claim was lodged That effec- 
tively means anyone who does 
not have a mortgage indem- 
nity guarantee policy will have 
to sell their house before they 
can begin to claim benefit. 

Anyone who has taken out 
a discount or cashback mort- 
gage with a redemption 
penally wfll have to pay a sum 
usually equal to the foil ben- 
efit obtained from the offer to 
escape from an upturn in 
standard variable rates. . 

Borrowers who are still 
waiting for a share bonus 
from the four societies con- 
verting to banks next year - 
the Halifax, the A&L the 
Woolwich and the Northern 
Rock - are stuck with what 
they have. Some of the better 
fixed-rate mortgages are 
being withdrawn. 

Bur there are still some 
fixed-rate offers around for 
borrowers ready to sign up 
quickly for a mortgage or a 
remortgage of their property. 


Irish Permanent offers to lend 
up to 75 per cent of the prop- 
erty valuation at 435 per cent 
for two years. Bank of Ireland 
offers a fixed-rate mortgage 
of 4.85 per cent on up to 80 
per cent of the value of a 
property, with the rate fixed 
untfl the beginning of Novem- 
ber 1998. The best three- 
year fixed-rate mortgage is 
639 per cent from Cheshire 
BS. The best five-year fixed 
rate is 7.49 per cent from 
Northern Rock. 

Borrowers might want to 
consider a five-year capped 
mortgage from Coventry BuDd- 
ing Society, which wfll lend up 
to 95 percent of the surveyor's 
valuation. The rate staitsat 639 
percent this month and rises to 
735 per cent in January. It can 
rise and foil for the next five 
years but it cannot exceed 7.90 
per cent between now and Feb- 
ruary 2002. The i ate wfll then 
revert to the privilege rate for 
established borrowers. 

Sun Bank has launched 
Reflex, a new flexible mort- 


gage which borrowers can 
draw on for new loans up to 
the amount of the original 
mortgage or repay faster. 
Minimum withdrawals and 
repayments are £750 and up 
to three of each are permit- 
ted each year free of charge. 
But borrowers are tied to the 
standard variable rate, cur- 
rently 7.49 per cent 

Meanwhile for those with 
steady nerves, it is still possi- 
ble to find an attractive cash- 
back or discount mortgage. 
Newcastle BS has revived its 
cashback offer, giving new 
borrowers an instant rebate of 
5 per cent of the loan. 

The Newcastle’s current 
variable rate is 6.99 per cent 
and an extra 035 per cent is 
charged if borrowers do not 
take out at least one of a 
range of three insurance poli- 
cies with the society. A foe of 
£295 is required, and bor- 
rowers have to return the 
cashback if they redeem the 
mortgage before February 
2003. 



No one likes to think about the possibility of 
untimely death. 

But it's better to face it now than for your 
family to face financial hardship should you 
die unexpectedly. 

And it does happen. One in four of ail 
men aged 30 die before they reach 65. And 
every year, 38,000 women die before their 
65th birthday.* 

Could your family survive financially? 

The good news is that with the Woolwich, 
life assurance costs so little that there's 
no reason why your family shouldn't be 
fully protected. 

A premium equal to just 30p a day could 


provide up to £150,000 protection for your 
family, depending on your age and personal 
circumstances. It would also mean complete 
peace of mind for you. 

We can give you an instant quotation over 
the phone. 

You could qualify for instant cover against 

accidental death, free, for 14 days while you decide 
whether or not to go ahead. 

We'll even help you fill out the 
application form, to make the process 
even simpler. 

Call us now quoting ref: IT712. 

-Source :OPCS Statistics 1993. 


WE'RE STRAIGHT DOWN THE LINE 

0345 47 46 47 

&30am - 9JHpm MON ■ FRU 9.00am - 3-OOpm SAT: lOOOatn - 2_00pm SUN 
Intern* address; wootwidMflrea#»-maflj5Dfn 


WOOLWICH 

DIRECT 


Wbotwkh Krect m ■ candor momM by Woolwich Bulk* no Sectary which repruema only tho WbnMcfa Martadns Group, which la restricted &V Parwcoat tnv**mnutt Authority 
for Ufa Assurance and Unit Treat buslnaa* LKo Assurance p o M tm mtB ha iuuKl by Htoohmcn lit*, a aootadtary of Mtoatwich Bufldktg Sectary- Acceptance tor a Woohecn U fa poflry 
and tho premium you pay wW depend upon laercre auch az your 19a. an. amofcins habit* health and tha taro and duration ot tfw poBcy- For your security. Mtaphone convmatwna 
may bo recorded. Principal Office of Woolwich Building Society and Reghlered Office of WMwteh Life Assurance Company Limited: Corporate Hoadquaitera. Wading Screei. 
Bexfeybeaih, KMDAS 7 Rfl. LPD1 
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PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a dav 7 days a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quicklv and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


r protection vuur call to Scottish Widows may be recorded. Issued by Scottish Widows’ Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Information or advice will only be provided on Scuttinh Widows products. 
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Lessons in 
budgeting 


Clifford German on a school plan 


P ersonal finance will 
start rearing its ugly 
head in secondary 
schools shortly before (or 
shortly after) the start of the 
21st century if the Personal 
Finance Education Group 
gets its way. The group 
launched this week is the 
brainchild of Robert 
Browne-Clayton, chief exec- 
utive of Independent Finan- 
cial Adviser Promotion, the 
trade association for IFAs, 
but it has the backing of the 
Association of British Insur- 
ers, the Association of 
Investment 'Bust Compa- 
nies, Antif, the unit trust 
trade body, the Life Insur- 
ance Assodation, Imro, the 
investment managers regula- 
tory organisation which is 
providing a secretariat, and 
PtoShare, which is providing 
the chairman. Gill NotL 
The initial membership 
also includes Umist, for- 
merly part of Manchester 
University and NatWest 
Bank, which has done more 
than most to promote finan- 
cial literacy, in association 
with the University of War- 
wick. Government depart- 
ments, including the Trea- 
sury, the DSS, the 
Department for Education 
and Employment, and the 
DTI have observer status, as 
do the Securities and Invest- 
ment Board and the Per- 
sonal Investment Authority. 

At this stage the members 
are drawing up a plan of 
action, after which they will 
start to look for funding. In 
the current climate the Gov- 
ernment is unlikely to loosen 
its purse-strings if it thinks it 
can get the private sector to 
do so, but the steering com- 
mittee will certainly be will- 
ing to accept funding from 
banks or insurance compa- 
nies, provided of course that 
it offered without strings. 

The group does not 
intend to put an army of 
trained financial advisers 
into the schools, or to draw 
up a formal carricuJum for 
education in persona] 
finance. It hopes to draw up 
a series of briefings which 
schoolteachers may want to 
introduce into lessons in his- 
tory, personal and social 
development 
It may also try to negoti- 
ate a way for volunteers 
from the personal finance 
industry to come into 
schools to say their piece, in 


much the same way as 
NatWest Bank's Community 
Investment programme 
does. The initial effort will 
almost certainly be devoted 
to the more elementary 
aspects of personal finance 
such as basic budgeting, the 
avoidance of debt, regular 
savings and the need for 
insurance. Only afterwards 
will it start to move towards 
more advanced concepts 
such as mortgages, tax-free 
investments, risk evaluation 
and buying shares. 

Nobody doubts that 
schools are the places to 
start, although it might be as 
difficult to retain the atlei^. 




tion of teenagers with 
classes on the merits of pro- 
viding for long-term care for 
the elderly as it is to keep 
them interested in history or 
civics. If it can win over the 
support of Britain's notori- 
ously sensitive and self- 
important teaching unions 
however, the initiative might 
start making a positive con- 
tribution to what is arguably 
the most important social 
problem feeing the UK, per- 
haps even more important 
than employment prospects. 

After all, only about 20 
per cent of the population 
runs a real risk of long-term 
unemployment, but it could 
well be argued that in excess 
of SO pen* cent of the adult 
population is financially illit- 
erate and incapable of mak- 
ing the necessary financial 
decisions en route from cra- 
dle to the grave. C 

Whether an initiative with 
relatively modest initial 
objectives will be able to get 
the message across fast 
enough and far enough to 
cope with a problem which 
is growing in size and is cas- 
cading rapidly backwards 
through the generations, to 
affect progressively younger 
adults who until recently, 
were only really concerned 
with getting and paying a 
mortgage and a car loan, is a 
different question. 

There is also potential for 
disputes between the fac- 
tions in the personal finance 
industry. 

Commercial interests can 
never be kept out, and it 
may be. hard to avoid con- 
flicts between the interests 
and ethics of teachers, finan- 
cial advisers and companies 
with salesmen and products 
to promote. 
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Abbey National has 
increased its interest rates 
for savers as well as borrow- 
ers this week, and other 
building societies and banks 
are expected to follow, 
although the majority now 
seem inclined to wait until 
after the next Wednesday’s 
meeting between the Gover- 
nor and the Chancellor to 
review interest rates. 

Abbey has increased the 
offer on £9,000 in its third 
edition Tfessa from 6.25 per 
cent to 6.40 per cent, but 
most products get less of an 
uplift Interest on £5,000 in an 
investment account goes up 
from 3B5 per cent to 3.95 per 
cent Next month Abbey will 
launch a capital-guaranteed 
stock market Tessa and raise 
rates on its fixed-rate bonds. 

Bradford & Bingley has 
launched a new savings bond 


paying-7 per cent gross 
annual interest, or 6.75 per 
cent payable monthly. Rates 
are freed until March 1999 
and the minimum invest- 
ment is £ 1 , 000 . 

Direct Line is offering a 
two-year feed rate bond pay- 
ing 6.15 per cent gross in 
year one and 7.55 per cent in 
year two. Minimum invest- 
ment is £10,000. 

London-based SEC 
Group, which owns the 
largest market-maker in 
traded endowment policies 
(those sold by policyholders 
who no longer want or can 
afford them hut prefer to sell 
rather than just surrender 
the polity) is launching the 
first PEP investing in' poli- 
cies. An initiaf charge of 
around 5 per cent and 
annual fees of 15 per cent 
wfil be payable. 




,H( 


*) t 







23 






THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1996 


money 






* 'v.: 


v\r 


V. ^ 
m/ ■ 


AyA ! 

. ’•S/i i 

' •- 


>ons in 



:/5i 


.Cinderella steps out 

Alison Eadie continues her series on specialist funds 


■D F 


inaocial funds often feel as 
though they are investment Cin- 
derellas - ignored, unloved and 
pur-upon. But for those who run 
them, there is an increasing expecta- 
tion that they are about to get to the 
ball after alL The specialist funds they 
represent invest in the shares of 
banks, insurance companies and other 
financial services businesses, includ- 
ing investment trusts. 

The dwindling band of such spe- 
cialist unit trusts - there are only four 
left after Barclays Unicom Financial 
Trust converted to a FTSE 100 index 
tracker fund in August - occupy a sep- 
arate categoiy with property funds in 
the Association of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Funds directoiy. 

However, Autif is set to recate- 
gorise the funds in the new year, 
which could herald the start of their 
fight for recognition. Richard Peircon, 

f manager of Framlington Financial 
Fund, says that being parked in a sub- 
sector has caused financial funds to be 
overlooked, despite the good perfor- 
mance of some. “When our fund 
moves into the international growth 
sector, where it sits naturally, we will 
come near the top of the pile and 
independent financial advisers will 
start to focus on us," he says. 

In the five years to October, Fram- 
lington Financial grew by 174.8 per 
cent, while Save & Prosper Financial 
Securities Fund grew by 172.1 per 
cent. Over the same period, funds 
analyst Micropal shows the interna- 
tional equity growth average was up 
87.4 per cent. In a field of 126 unit 
trusts, Framlington Financial was 
beaten by just three funds - two tech- 
nology and its own healthcare fund. 

The international label does not 
apply to financial funds equally. Fram- 
lington is highly diversified with only 
25 per cent of its assets in the UK and 
the lion’s share of 40 per cent in the 
US. S&P Financial has closer to 60 per 
jfeent invested in the UK, Edinburgh 
w Financial Fund 70 per cent and Hfll 
Samuel Financial Thist 71 per cent 
Whatever the geographic split, 
financial funds aim to deliver above- 
average growth in the long term from 
an industry sector that is growing and 
globalising fast. With predictions 
being made that just 30 big players will 
dominate the global insurance scene 
within 10 years, afraid manager’s job " 
is to pick the likely winners. ’ ’ " ’ 

Chris Jeffrey, 'manager of Hill’ • 
Samuel Financial Trust, says: “The 



long-term winners will be companies 
with a strong brand name and good- 
distribution channels providing the 
right products at low cost” 

Growth prospects for financial ser- 
vices are based on demographics. An 
ageing world population and the 
inability of governments to fund .the- 
retirement needs of, their citizens 
offer many opportunities, particii-. 
tarty in pension provision and long- 
term care. Technology will continue to 


provide opportunities for efficiency 
gains and cost-cutting in the banking 
sector. The US and the UK are 
already well down the consolidation 
road, but Europe is only setting out 
Both the Framlington and S&P 
funds have been increasing their 
European weightings recently. How- 
ever Robin Evans, manager of S&P 
Financial says that finding attractive 
European ; companies earning a 
decent return on equity is not easy. 


As well as geographic asset alloca- 
tion differences, financial funds invest 
in different types of company within 
the financial services sector. Fram- 
lington Financial has a third of assets 
in big banking and insurance groups 
and two thirds in smaller, niche com- 
panies. Mr Feiison says smaller, spe- 
cialist companies are often accorded 
lower market ratings than big com- - 
panics but deliver faster growth. 

By contrast, S&P Financial con- 
centrates on mid-size to large compa- 
nies and H3J Samuel Financial invests 
mainly in the banki ng and insurance 
constituents of the FTSE 100 share 
index. Over five years to the end of 
October it grew by 12722 per cent. 

The rating of financial funds 
depends on their geographic bias and 
their exposure to large oc small com- 
panies. Mr Peirson believes Fram- 
lington Financial is lower risk than 
specialist technology or healthcare 
funds because financial services stocks 
tend to be less volatile. 

Mr Jeffrey says that unit trust rules 
limiting the concentration of assets to 
no more than 10 per cent in one com- 
pany can be awkward when big banks 
are the key drivers of growth. He 
points out that HSBC Group, the 
banking giant which owns Midland 
Bank, makes up about 18 per cent of 
the FTA Financials index, a weight- 
ing he cannot replicate in the fond. 

The rather more slow-moving 
financial services world can be threat- 
ened at the edges by developments 
such supermarket b anking , but the 
oligopoly position of the big ones 
ensures them some protection, says 
Mr Evans. The biggest risks are infla- 
tion and interest rates. 

Framlington ’s exposure to smaller 
companies and non-traditional finan- 
cials makes it less sensitive to rising 
interest rates and bond yields. 

If markets turn bearish, financial 
unit trusts have the scope to increase 
holdings in investment trusts. S&P 
holds Temple Emerging Markets and 
[fill Samuel 3i and Electra, although 
these trusts are not invested in finan- 
cial services. 

For the moment, however, bearish 
thoughts have been banished. Even if 
interest rates pick up in the US and 
UK, the swing is not expected to be 
dramatic and high unemployment 
levels in Europe should keep the lid 
on rates there. The outlook for finan- 
cial funds is set reasonably fair, fund 
managers believe. 


R egular readers of this 
column will not, I hope, 
be too surprised at the 
recent dear signs of improve- 
ment in the housing market. 
A significant revival in house 
prices was one of my “banker’’ 
forecasts for 1996, and the 
most recent statistics have 
clearly shown that it is now 
starting to come through. _ 

As someone who is buying 
a new house myself, I am 
impressed by the anecdotal 
evidence that the price expec- 
tations of buyers and sellers 
are now converging rapidly to 
the point where (a) more good 
quality houses are finally start- 
ing to come on to the market; 
and (b) most of those that do 
are starting to sell both qtriddy 
and aL or relatively close to, 
the asking price. The third 
quarter of this year was one of 
foe first for several years in 
which prices rose (a) by more 
than the rate of inflation; and 
(b) by more than the cost of ai 
mortgage. As my charts show, 
the number of transactions is 
beginning to pick up and roost 
of the other traditional indi- 
cators are now positive too. 

Does that mean houses arc 
a good investment now? The 
three key variables are house 
prices, mortgage rates and 
stock market returns (if. that 
is, you opt to go for an endow- 
ment policy or a PEP-backed 
mortgage, currently the cheap- 
est option). It makes sense to 
look at these three in real 
terms - ie, after inflation - as 
inflation itself is hard to fore- 
cast and real returns are what 
ultimately matter. 

House prices: Since the war, 
house prices have been noto- 
riously volatile, but the long- 
term real return on houses 
from 1945 to 1995, according 
to the Bank of England, has 
been 2.1 per Cent a year, and 
should continue. 

Mortgage rates: In the short 



Houses 
may be a 
first rate 
investment 
once again 

icrm. these are clearly heading 
up, but on a longer-term view, 
whatever happens to inflation, 
ray riew is that the most likely 
trend of mortgage rates in 
real terms is down. Mortgages 
costing 5 per cent in real terms 
arc a historical aberration. 
Stock market returns: The 
average long-run real return on 
equities has been 7 per cent to 
8 per cent. After allowing for 
costs and charges, it is more 
realistic to call this a real return 
of 5 per cent to 6 per cent. 

Adding all this up, if things 
go by the history book, some- 
one buying a house today 
might reasonably aspire to 
generate a long-term real 
return of 2 per cent to 3 per 
cent on the house, plus (less 
certainly) 5 per cent to 6 per 
cent on a mortgage-funding 
PEP. The mortgage should 
finance the house at a real cost 


of 3 per cent to 5 per cent a 
year. That giverf a potential 
overall return of somewhere 
between 2 per cent (2+5-5) 
and 6 per cent (3+6-3) a year 
in real terms. 

Compound, this looks an 
attractive prospect to me. 
True, some of the factors that 
drove the bull market in the 
1980s - for example, the value 
of Miras tax relief on high 
interest rates - arc no longer 
as potent as they were. 

But the underlying eco- 
nomics of house purchase, 
which are driven by a growing 
population with rising incomes 
trying to live in an increasingly 
overcrowded island, still look 
robust enough to assume there 
will be some positive real 
return over time. It could be a 
substantial one. 

Just as importantly the 
downside risks now look to be 
limited Higher real mortgage 
rates? Over time, I cannot 
see much risk of that. Demu- 
tualisation and the merger 
craze among building soci- 
eties mean that more lenders 
arc charging higher, market- 
led rates. But competitive 
pressures and consumer 
awareness work the other way. 

The stock market is a big- 
ger risk. Anyone buying a 
house must expect to live 
through at least one major 
hear market. I expect that a 
Labour government will also, 
however good its intentions, 
end up mucking around with 
the tax system to the disad- 
vantage of income earners and 
house owners alike. 

Overall, however, if these 
figures arc right, and provided 
buyers can manage their li- 
quidity. it is hard not to see 
some very real investment 
value again in today's housing 
market. How long, I wonder, 
before others come to the 
same conclusion and turn this 
into a self-fulfilling prophecy? 
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FIDELITY INVESTMENT TRUSTS 


Fidelity European Values gives 
% , me proven performance 
riL from the world s 




Vs 




Fidelity European Values PLC is a proven performer. Since 
rrs launch in November 1991 the net asset value has risen by 
164-1%* - that’s an average growth of 21 .4% per year. What’s 
more in our opinion, it’s also ideally placed to tap into the 
current potential of Continental Europe. 

Along with three other investment trusts - Fidelity 
Japanese Values PLC, Fidelity Special Values PLC and Fidelity 
Asian Values PLC - Fidelity European Values PLC completes a 
range you can access through The Fidelity Investment Tnist 
Savings Han. Wherever you put your money, you can take 
advantage of the following benefits: 

Low dealing charges. 

Fur monthly savers there is no dealing charge. All you will 
have to pay is government stamp duty of 0.5%. 


largest fund 
manager/' 


For lump sum investors the dealing charge is a 
competitive 0.75%. 

Flexible payments.. 

Shares in these mists can be bought in any combination 
and the amount you invest can be from as little as £30 per 
month. Alternatively, you can make your investment in a 
lump sura, and there is no maximum. 

Full support from Fidelity. 

Your investment will benefit from the strength and 
research capability of Fidelity, the world's largest fund 
management organisation. 1 

For more information contact your Independent Financial 
Adviser, or call Fidelity. 


Investments, PO Box 88, Tonbridge, Kent TNI 1 9DZ- Please send me information on The Fidelity Investment Tnist Savings Plan- 
FiAIrtv uill m* JkIosc my effc J*oifs below omsA die Ftd&y Jnranamr nunkemiggnwp. 

Address 


N.imc 


Postcode. 


0 


CALL FIDELITY FREE ON 0800 41 41 10 

fallfrct 9am-6pm. Open 7 days, fax: 01737 836 980. http:/ /www.fid-intLcom/uk 

_ NAV n, w av with ncr inn me reinvested ^Resources and aster* include dune of FMR Cnrp- a US company and affiliate (w * 

m* The value *«f shares md the income (tin them raayfti down » well * up are! pu nay eei hack lea 
about it- produce and Save mveamenr advice hased or uklMdiri Uucumstances. If toae 
ih.tr imljwj Mclmnnh f* deducted from wur cwhHImhb. The annua) manajKfiicnrd»an*iurFEVrLC FAV PLC and FJV 

Sy»!teP»V PLC toukl KFfckhrr lnwunent* InwmaOonal »tudi iro red* manager of the Investment WSatTup Plan and««f the ranee 
PL, ,v n «nd Sin- Investments ffitemart^ regulated by IMROand the Penonal Investment AurfwrirE IOTG 


KoMhnsvuho is (Slid like indv|v-ulvni tin-ncW advic*. Fidelity j-n -JuU , .iis.. t! \ ,T,N, limuigh hiionuul Wvivrv 
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U k T R A C K L R PEP 


No entry fee 
No exit fee 


A 7 e ‘ 2 - e k c }) t o a r j n n a o. 1 c h a r /< e / o it- , t o o . 



for cashing in, annual 
charges are low - and 
you can invest a lump 
sum from as hole as 
£ 1,000. The difference 
between the buying 
and selling price of 
units is (L5%. 


How the Index has grown 

AnnuaCsed Growth Rarest from 1 February 1968 to 1 November 1996 


14.9% 

•' :t "" "5.5% ■' -A 

BuiMno Sodaty Ocpoot AccDue 
.. fUK S»*igt C2SC0* «■ MBtBMM) ' '• 

RnatcW TIoho Slocle ExUunge 

100 Shan Mdax 
pastnaieimri) 

Past performance b not necesanEy a guide to the future. | 




Scottish ■Widows’ latest PEP provides the 
perfect opportunity to share In the 
performance potential of some of the 
UK's leading companies. 

There are no Initial charges, no charges 


The PEP Invests In the 
Scottish Widows UK Index Trust which 
alms to track the capital performance of 
the Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 
Share index. The Index currently 
Includes such well-known names as BP, 
Marks 8t Spencer and BT. Average growth 
of the Index (with gross income 
reinvested) since February 1988 was an 
impressive 14.9% ]xa.f 

Invest in the UK Tracker PEP and you’ll pay 
do UK Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax. 
You’ll also have the choice of taking income 


payments twice a year, or automatically 
reinvesting your tax-free returns.. 

Trust Scottish Widows to make it as 
easy as possible to enjoy the potential 
rewards of the UK stockraarkeL For 
further information and an application 
form, return the coupon or call today. 
Alternatively you can contact your usual 
Financial Adviser. 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


\-x 


C ALL X O \\ Q X 0 3 4 5 6 7 8 61 0 


For your protection your calls may be recorded- 

baied by Scortiih Widows Investmeni Management limited. Regulated by the Rarsonal InvesuiKOl Authority and IMRO. 


Return to: Scottish Widows, Customer Services Department, FREEPOST EH2920, 6 Mill Lane, Edinburgh EHS 0J5. 

NO COST. NO OBLIGATION. NO SALESPERSON WILL CALL 
PLEASE SEND ME MORE INFORMATION ABOUTTHE SCOTTISH WIDOWS UK TRACKS) PER 


SumamefMr/Mrs/Miss/Ms] . 

First Name(s) 

Address 


Telephone (Worfc/Home). 
Date Of Birth / 


Male □ Female O 


Postcode 




Open to LK rusidenb only; aged over 18 and resident in the UK for tax 
purposes. 

We will never pieke your name and address available to other organisations. 
However, we wilt occukrnalljf tell you about our other products and services 
which we believe will be of Interest to you. if you would prefer not to receive 
this information, please tick this box.D Nu»b-r XTl 


* A transfer oat fee of £50 + VAT will apply for transfers to other Plan Managers, f Sources Micropal, oiler u hid prices From 0L01S8 [the earnest dale from which 
Micrnpai tuppfiea Qgure* for the Index lBo*lng for idnvesnnent of gross Income} 10 0UL9& Ow ihr five years to 0L1L% die same kmcsuneni wold hare prodded areng 


ammi] powth nus of MJBt fihe lodes) and LSX (UK S**Sajp LZSOO+ nn UiveianroiV No allowance has made for any charge* applicable » a PEP nocking the Index. The 
•aloe of nucknuriuit invOAmcou and any income from diem may UO as well as rite and Investors may not get bad the irootnu ortgtaflEy Invested. TSo assumptions are subpret 10 
statutory change and the value loanlmtairoranyuxaihaniaga depends on penoad dmunaunnai Wiih a building aociciy deposit account jour capita] biecute. 
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FOR BIGGER MONEY 
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SEC 


Living it up in 
retirement means 
topping up your 
company pension now! 


Having more time to enjoy life is an enticing prospect, 
whenever you plan to retire. But will your company pension 
be enough to let you do all you’d like to? 

To get the maximum pension available, you would 
typically have to be in the same company pension scheme 
for 40 years. And c h a n g ing your job just once can result in a 
quite dramatic reduction to your pension. 

Topping up your company pension by means of an 
Equitable Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution 
Scheme, however, can help you make up the difference and 
look forward to living it up in retirement. Your 
contributions are made from your gross income, with tax 
relief currently at the highest rate which you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances and that current 
legislation can change in die future. 

What’s more, we don't pay commission to third parties 
for the introduction of new business. 

If you d like more information by post and by 
telephone, call (0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon below. 

InformatKw/acfvicc will only be giveo on Equitable group products 
fe gutogrib y the Personal Investment Authority 

I', WALTON SWEET. AYLESBUKr. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HK] 7BR 

Ta The Equitable Life. FREEPOST, Wriren Street AYLESBURY, ft rfrfMP? ~ 7flR~{ I 
I would welcome information on The Equitable's Free-Standin* AVC r 1-~ □ 1 1 

I1WC6F 


Telephone 


Find rates 
Scarborough BS 0800 590547 

hbb Permanent 0181 746 3334 
Northern Rock 0800 591500 

Variable rates 

Scarborough BS 0800590547 
Principally BS 01227344188 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 
First tine Inyors fixed rates 
Bristol & West BS 0800 608088 
Cheshire BS 0800 243278 
Cheltenham & Glou 0800 272131 
First tine buyers variable rates 
Staffordshire BS 01902 317317 
Greenwich BS 01818588212 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 


Best borrowing rates 


% Rate and Mar Fee Incentive 

period . adv% 


055 fori year 85 0.75% — 

05 far 2 years 75 £250 _ 

749 ta 1/1702 95 £295 — 
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Best savings rates 







0.75fbr 1 year 90 

3i0ta 172799 75 

4-Z4to 1/1700 95 


£295 Refund ratafee 


1^5 to 1/10/97 90 275 — 

6.59 to 1/1700 95 ^5 Free valuation 

7.59 for 5 yeas 95 £495 Free valuation" 


156 to 1/12/97 90 . — 

3.49 for 2 years 95 £250 — 

524 to 1 / 1/02 95 — Refund vain foe 


penalty 


1st 5 yft- (LQ3% of sian repaid 
1st 4 yrs: 6 rnths interest 
1st 6 yis: 5% of sum repaid 

1st 5 yrsc(L23% of stun repaid 
ft V27D2: tflscauit rectaid 
1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 

To 30/90/01: 6-8 mttemterst 
1st 5 yrs; 6 mths int 
1st 6 yrs.- 6 mths int 

1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum nspaki 
lst5yis: cfeco unt reclaimed 
1st 7 yra 5% of sum repaid 


Telephone 

number 


Account 


Notice 
or term 


Deposit 


Rate 




PortmanBS 
Co-Operative Bank 
Direct Lins 
Direct line 


01202292444 Instant Access 
0345252000 Pathfinder 
01816671121 Instant Savings 
01816671121 Instant Savings 


Teachers' BS 01Z0Z 887171 BuHkm ' 

Affiance iLefeesterBS 0645 228858 Instant Direct ' 
Affiance & Lfricestar BS 0645228858 Instant Direct 
Bristol 8 West BS 0800 901109 instant Acess Postal 


Cheltenham & Gtouc 0800.717505 Direct 30 
Leopold Joseph (Sons 0171 588 2323 4fl Day Notice 
National Cooities BS 01372 747771 Dfract90 . 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 The Premise 


Instant 

Instant 

Instant 

Instant 


Postal 

Postal 

Postal 

total 


30 day P 
40dayP 

90 day 


'&! vS ,- i t- • - 

£100 

£5.000 4.75 

£10,000 5.50 

£50,000 5.75 


Interest 

interval 


fear 

Month 


fear 


£500 

£5,000 

£ 10.000 

£25.000 


£100 

£ 10,000 

£ 20,000 


172 Year 


4.80 
5.55 fear 

5.90 fear 

6.05 fear 


530 fear 
622 Year 
630 fear 
6.60 fear 


31/12/98P £10,000 

^ 1 


7 3 


NAME ( Mr Ma Mia! 
ADDRESS 


I Tet I Office 1 

I 

j Tel: 1 Home) . 
! Dm of Biitfa . 



Postcode. 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Telephone APR % 

Unsecured 

Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 
Royal B of Scutiand 0800121125 
Nationwide BS via local bran 
Secured (second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 
ROyal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 8.7 

Barclays Bank 0800000929 93/9.6 


Telephone 

Woolwich BS 0800 400900 
Affiance & Leicester 0500 959595 
Bank of Scotland 0800 805805 


Max LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


Nefomnt Benson 
Halifax BS 
Chelsea BS 
Julian Hodgs Bank 


01202502404 H1CA 
01422 335333' Asset Reserve 
0800 717515 Classic Postal 
01222220800 HICA 


Instant 

Instant 

Instant 

Instant 


£2300 

520 

Month 

£10,000 

4.00 

Quarter 

£10,000 

4.35 

fear 

£10.000 

525 

Quarter 



Witt iorarancfl 

Without asmaDce 

Man Hodge Bank ' 

0122 220800 

Fixed Terra Deposit 

lfear 

£2,000 

6.75F 

Maturity 

12JH 

£112.66 

. £10239 

Yorkshire BS 

0800 378836 

Fixed RateBond 

31/3/98 

£5,000 

6.6QF 

Maturity 

14.0 

£114.78 

£101.45 

. Woolwich BS 

0800 222200 

Fixed Rate Bond 

2 fear 

£1,000 

6.75F 

fear 

14J 

£11335 

£10249 

CnwntryBS 

0345 665522 

Fixed Rate Bond 

30/11799 

£1,000 

7J0F 

Year 


Max UV Advance 

Nag £3K - £15K 
70% £23K-£IOOK 
80% £1QK-£75K 


fern 

6 mths to 25 years 
3 years to retirement 
5 to 25 years 



Authorised 

Unauthorised 


Account 

%pm APR 

%pm 

' APR 

Current 

0.76 93 

2J8 

293 

Affiance 

0.76 93 

220 

29J 

Dirted Cheque 

11.0 


26.5 


Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 Fixed Rate TESSA 5 years £8,575 

NatHsstBank -0800 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 5 years £5,000 

Bumingfiam MkfshirBs 0645 720721 Inflation Beater 5 yean £1,000 

West Bromwich BS 0990143668 5 yeas £250 


Man Hodge Bank 01222 220880 Fixed Rate TESSA 5 years £9.000 

Sun Bankihg Corporation 01438 744505 Food Rate TESSA 5 years £3,000 

National GounfesBS 01372 74777 1 5 years £9,000 

West Bromwich BC 0990143668 5 years £250 


Telephone Card Type 


Min 

Income 


Standard * 

Co-operative Barf 0800 109000 - Advantage Visa — 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 ' Visa — 

Robert Fleming/S&P 0800 829024 Mastercard/Visa — 

Gold cards 


Rata 

% pm 


APR 

% 


Annual 

Fee 


0.64N 7 JON 

0.797N 9 JON 

0J167 1130 


lot free 
period 

Odays 
54 days 


Premium Life 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Pfonacte Insurance 
Pmrade Insurance 


0800 838020 
01812079007 
0181 207 9007 
0181 207 9007 
0181 207 9007 


1 year 

2 year 

3 years 

4 years 

5 years 


£ 10.000 

£3,000 

£3.000 

£3,000 

£3.000 


7.50F fear 
7.45F fear 
7.00 fear 
7.00 fear 


8.00F fear 
7.50F fear 
7.20 Year 
7.00 Year 


5.60 FN fear 
5.90FN fear 
5.95FN fear 
6.05FN fear 
630FN fear 


Co-operative Bank 
RBS Advanta 

Royal B of Scotland 

mmifl 

0345212212 
0800 077770 
01702 362890 

mimBiii — mum 

Visa 

Visa 

Visa 

£20,000 

£20,000 

£20,000 

0.50 

0J4N 

1.05N 

1030 

1L90N 

1430N 

£120 

nil 

£35 

46 days 

56 days 

46 days 


Telephone 

Payment by fired debit 

mm 

Fbymenthf other methods 



% pm 

APR 


' %pm 

APR 


John Lewis 

via store 

139 

18.0 


139 

18.0 


Marks and Spencer 01244 681681 

1.87 

24J 


L97 

263 


Sears 

via store 

1J4 

25.9 


220 

293 



APR AaimSxdpenxotagBote. B+C Bail*® and Duitonfeir^^ ASUAcoifent sxiness and tmrpploymcnt 

K ~ afX*es g insurance notanangod 

N tntmductmy rate tor a faded pond . 



If castle Bank Gibraltar 

00 350 76168 

Nova Access 

Instant 

£25.000 

630 

fear 

First National BS Guem 

01481 710400 

30 Day Notice 

30 day 

£10,000 

6.50 

fear 

Birm Mils (Guernsey) 

01481 700680 

Offshore Fired 

31/1/98 

£5,000 

635F 

Maturity 

Northern (tack, Guem 

01481714600 

Mffinniun Bond 

1/1/D0 

£10,000 

asnMBama 

7.50F 


Investment Accounts 

WBRNm 

urcmmia 

.1 month 

BgSBsS&g 

£20 

4.75 

tts^ssaes. 

fear 





£500 

525 

fear 





£25,000 

5.50 

fear 

Income Bonds 



3 months 

£2J00 

6.00 

Month 





£25,000 

625 

Month 

Capital Bond 


Series J 

5 years 

£100 

6.65F 

Maturity 

First Option Bonds 



12 months 

£1,000 

6.0CF 

fear 





£20,000 

625F 

Year 

Pensioner's G’teed Income Bond 

Series3 

5 year 

£500 

7.00F 

Month 

NS Certificates (tax-free) 


43rd issue 

5year 

£100 

535F 

Maturity 



9th Index finked 

5 year 

£100 

230 tipi Maturity 

Children's Bond 


Issue H 

5 year 

£25 

6.75F 

Maturity 
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All rates are shorn puss and are subject to chans wBwot notice. Safe* HKMWACTS 0I&2 500677. 
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No PEP beats 
us on cost 

(most can 't match our performance ) 


The Index-Tracking PEP from Legal St General offers PEP investors unbeatable value for money. 
At fust 0.5* t p.tL. you won t End a cheaper PEP anywhere else. And there are still no initial 
*};'r 4-'"?*' *r* charges or withdrawal lees to pay. 



. ... .. 

AfifNTlAf. Reiiai)ie Performance that's bard to beat 

The Index-Tracking PEP also out-performs most other PEPs. 

. * * * .* ’• ‘ • ' *• '* \ 

~ t*? yf 



The Index-Tracking PEP 


Wc do this by following the FTSE .MEShaie Index. This Index reflects 
,r,c: - ‘ " V v tie performance of the entire stockmarker. so it removes the risk 

W of being over-exposed to shares which underperform and lessen 
' ‘ ' }vur return. 

In fact £6.000 inivsted in an Index-Tacking PEP -t years ago would 
now be worth JblOj.H't compared to just £9.758* in the average 
i'&J C 'K Income <fi Growth Trust. 

■ To End nut more about the UK's best- 

value PHI call now. or return the coupon ^ 

below.. Gtertauwk you can contact us at H (S(S d2i2i 

http://www.lcgal-aadgaKnri.co.uk « 

nf. nwc Hitmlvr. A4DJ07 

^ " ,J »• "Urdu** »,«!/»< ^pntrk^mh rtcr ,hr 

pmnmuiHV h ma imBorik- j pmle i„ hawe prrH«iwn*v Birb anal naU Mam iata> nor o> 

dr vfrJK MMj * .« fOiiJM Ml <Mlm» «■ ««ki » -r .11 hi* K* ..kit pwctm. 

-in Vrtrl. /,7*W B.<.\ -iTTRc&UMrt to t\T&iMulihc ,*<,**,. bah, n, SkmhtrMMTK 

• CariiffCf^n% i enVral <lnit TrU>f ,Wana W rr *^ limited. FREEPOST SWCO-M", 

• Wtaw send me lull uriocn details of the Lead A Genera/ 

1 ladcx-Trackitifg PEP, 


*r CM Iff . Wf Ur. II... 1 
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• Pr^rroM, 
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IlKTt UF HIRTII , 
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General 

Investment 

Management 


• S«96P150i-pnxe3H*miwtaaiiBdOyBM.TtwP150+ 

uncessarbdriostasl3gBVwPminPf66(Whst]ra96 ,a 

sand 815 tafP150+, 82.7 tor P166) 

• iBUb RAM: 25SErtKte hast ck)k 

• 14* msp sfwp T&ip w svsii scresn nr sewn - see uptaa) 

• 1060Mb risoiertmcaire lent dttand 35' 1.44Mb 

foPWilme 

•IMstm 
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■ Enhanced panflel.P 

• 1<BWaifcMsSteytnsd»tmoBa 

■ Omega ftstiop udi 7 dm lays 

• teeyeariaa arty B te «titilgB3or5yB5 

■ WoiEQII Windows 95 rthmnd and CO 

• Lems [»B-toadEd scfcrare sate hefcxing Ward ftu 96, Lams 1-2-3. 
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nu 1 HKI HoaWM tnnttq IrB notk. Mr B 

W7) Hj »b pd (CTwruaj Tt« uti-c«i ■ fc 

(ret-W»rf75 *1 ^WT-nWLD kc. SB. DM VAT] 


Pb V OubtSWi Yon rwumb 

PMtataadCnooMiiiSnnfeuMre 

™*«Wir 1397) nm, m 

rmvtaemM 

cm. Him npaeunt JbaHaaMrlon- 


BTltTlE 


01282 777 111 


b ih 












f 


iso 




TUE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1996 


property 


It’s hammer time 

Auctions are now a valid way of aquring a home. By Penny Jackson 

A n auctioneer can always 
spot the ordinary buyers. 

They look nervous and at 
the end of the hifMi*w flPA 


A n auctioneer can always 
spot the ordinary buyers. 
They look nervous and at 
the end of the bidding are 
quite likely to shriek with joy or 
burst into tears of disappointment. 
These buyers have not only upped 
the emotional stakes in the auction 
roora,they have been pushing up 
the prices as well. 

Unlike the professional buyer 
whose profit margins will dictate 
when he should quit, those who 
intend to live in the property will go 
that bit further.They have already 
set their hearts on a place and have 
invested tune and money in prepar- 
ing for the sale. They are not likely 
to be alone though. The major auc- 
tion houses have all seen an increas- 
ing number of ordinary buyers and 
it is not unusual to have SO people 
viewing a property at one time. Nor 
is it rare for properties to be sold 
prior to auction at a good price, 
w. James Coker of Edwin Evans auc- 
T tioneers says that private clients ask- 
ing for lists have been melting the 
phones: “We now have telephone 
bidding which makes the process 
more attractive to people who can- 
not afford the time to attend." 

Although the public perception of 
buying at auction has changed and 
it has become a valid way of acquir- 
ing a home, in some people's mind 
the notion still lingers that it also a 
cheaper way. The flood of building 
society repossessions which domi- 
nated this market in the early 
Nineties confirmed the impression 
that there were good deals to be 
had. And even now, in a rising mar- 
ket, some distasteful advertising of 
repossession lists suggests there are 
rich pickings. These lists are costly 
and generally out of date. Some 
agents, it has to be said, are also 
keen to point out the profit buyers 



# 



This unmodernised Hampstead house has attracted a lot of interest with a guide price of 
£750,000 in Aflsop’s next side 


have made out of a repossession. All 
this adds up to an impression that 
auctions mean bargains. Ear from ft. 
Certain types of property do better 
at auction than through an agent 
and it is certainly not a choice of last 
resort any more than it is a damp- 
ing ground for repossessions. 

Black Horse Corporate Prop- 
erty Services act for a range of dif- 
ferent lenders in taking responsi- 
bility for repossessions. Mike 
Spencer, the general manager, is 
aware that they have a connotation 
of discount, but is clear about the 
duty to market a property effec- 
tively. “People are wrong if they 
imagine they are going to get a 


bargain. We have a best price pol- 
icy. Certainly none of die major 
leaders would wish to see a prop- 
erty advertised as a repossession." 
The kind of property that most 
ordinary buyers are interested in 
at present is the unmoderoised 
houses and flats in good, well- 
established residential areas. The 
wreck of a cottage with holes in the 
roof and no running water has 
always been auction fodder with 
limited appeal, but the prospect of 
a structurally sound house that 
needs bringing up to date is a man- 
ageable project It is also likely to 
meet the criteria of banks and 
building societies who are 


extremely pedantic when consid- 
ering applications these days. 

Chris Berriman, a partner at All- 
sop, the auctioneers, has seen prices 
in this section go well above the 
guide. In the October sale, a Rich- 
mond house they expected to sell 
for £100,000 went for £127,500. 
“One of the chief attractions of buy- 
ing at auction is that when the 
hammer comes down the property 
is yours. People are fed up with 
gazumping and chains and they 
like to know where they are. It’s 
good fun too." The excitement of 
bidding can quickly turn to dismay 
for those who are forced to with- 
draw. They see money spent on sur- 


Auction tips 

from James Coker of Edwin 
Evans 

Attend a couple of auctions 
before attempting to buy and view 
a selection of properties. 

When you have decided or a 
property take catalogue details 
with the auction date to a soHtitoc 
There may be only two or three 
weeks in which to complete legal 
inquires. The auctioneers often 
have packets of documentation. 

Get a structural survey or 
home buyers report Financing 
must be agreed before the auc- 
tion. You will have to pay a 
deposit there and then and the 
contract is binding. Keep in touch 
with auctioneer. 

Listen to any announcements 
at the start of the auction. Tate a 
sofidtor with you. Mate sure the 
property you buy is insured 
immediately If the property has 
not sold leave your highest bid 
with auction room staff; 


veyors and solicitors go down the 
drain and the house they imagined 
as theirs move out of reach. Those 
tempted to cany ou bidding must 
remember tbat when the hammer 
falls, there is no going back. James 
Coker recalls one couple who had 
a costly lapse of concentration. 
“They thought they were bidding 
for a flat, but found themselves 
owing a I5ft triangular piece of 
shopfront They had to complete.” 

Edwin Evans (0171-2285864). AUsop 
(0171-1943686). Dales of public auc- 
tions are published in the Property Bid 
List, Faxwise Auction Information 
Service, load and trade press. 


Loft property 


By Stella Bingham 


L oft living is the success 
story of the design- 
conscious Nineties. The 
concept is simple. Take an old 
warehouse, industrial or 
commercial building, do up the 
common parts and divide the 
rest up into big empty spaces. 
Buyers start with a blank canvas 
to paint their fantasies on. 

“A lot of architectural lessons 
have been learnt as a result of 
lofts. Wooden floors, glass 
Mock waits, stainless steel units, 
big airy rooms — all typical of 
lofts - are now going into 
modern buildings,” says David 
Salvi of agents Hurford Sabi 
Carr in loft-rich Clcrkenwell, 
central London. 

Lofts currently on his books 
include nine large shells priced 
from £189.500 in the An Deco 
Beauchamp Building behind 
High Holbora. “There will 
never be a problem selling lofts 
but of course when you come to 
sell, you are not selling a shell, 
you arc selling a flat. That 
market still has to be tested." 

But Sarah Shelley of Knight 
Frank's Wapping office in 
London's Docklands has plenty 
of experience reselling lofts. 

She first sold empty shells in 
1981 when they were called 
warehouse conversions, and 
laughs at the idea that they are 
a Nineties phenomenon. 
“Everyone thought we were 
completely mad to try to sell 
space with no kitchen or 
bathroom. Now people are 
buying what 1 first sold then 
and demand is good.” 

The golden rules for loft or 
warehouse buyers who hope to 
sell at a profit is not to spend 
too much on fitting out and not 
to be too eccentric. “If space 
allows a second bedroom, have 


it.” advises David Salvi. 

Some developers are so 
confident of the continuing 
appeal of lofts that they are not 
only selling them ready-fined 
but arc building brand new ones. 

The Manhattan Loft 
Corporation sold shells in 
Gcrkenwell and in the heart of 
Soho but Bankside Lofts is a 
mixture of old and new. shell 
and fitted flats. “Our in-house 
design team produce the 
product so that you can buy 
and live in a loft without having 
to become a part-time property 
developer.” says marketing 
director Harry Downes. Prices 
for the fourth phase, to be 
launched in January, start at 
£J 811,000. 

There have been few resales 
on earlier sites, “But two 
people who sold recently did 
very well indeed. The flats tend 
to be beautifully done up.” 

Urban Splash launched the 
lofts concept in the North 
West with fitted flats in 
Manchester and Liverpool. 
“We lake an inner city building 
and create open plan’flats 
highlighting such features as 
exposed brick and beams. Our 
input is modern and 
contrasting." says project 
coordinator Fiona Woodward. 

“Wc pitch to first-lime buyers 
who want a modem home and 
lifestyle in the city centre. It’s a 
different product and its 20 per 
cent cheaper because we do 
everything in house and its 
often grant aided to help 
people to move back to the city 
centre. The few (hat have 
resold have gone very well." 

Lofts in Smithfield Buildings, 
a former department store in 
Oldham Street. Manchester 
start at £40,000. 
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New Homes 
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STIRLING 

lACKROYDl 



Selection of Warehouse apartments, 
both shell and finished, in the 
Clerkenwell, Shoreditch and 
Old Street areas. 

For appointments to view, 
please contact Philip Jackson, 
Stirling Ackroyd 
on 0171 251 0770 


atjr Hnigirt*. London Ml 

2/3 bed apartments in 
rasfiKxutte langnori opposite 
Essex Road BR Sown. 

• Excellent specification 

• Daytime porterage 

- Render* cansafcer 

- 24 hr CCIV security 

■ Strong rental demand 

prices hoe 

Sales office: 

Open tsaQy IDJOam- 530pm 
• Bft m Meoqina 


TO LET 


wHmnwmnt mbb 

wxatTAmauBrfTs 

VnmOSOKW, 

• Shnfl/Lrx!* "Rot - FnSy 
PoraUml ■ rrinlr BnUi 
l A Lcfcnc Coocfes 

k < SfSSc H &!- J 

^.171 620 


lb Let 


UPW "|'o Ltl PP#W! ! 

OSTERLEY VIEW 
COMER CRESCENT 

(Near Otfertey ’ 1% "Mies Ealing Mag 


LUXURY 2 BED/2 BATH 3 BEDS BATH AND 4 BEDS BATH 
Also a Bunted number of executive perthous apartmente. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

« peer MEMB ERSHIP FOR JEALOUS HEALTH CLUB 
. SECURE UNDERGROUND PARKING 

- LffT FROM CAR PARK TO APARTUBtTS 

• VIDEO ENTRY PHONE 
-lfttoauapartmentts 

• EN SUITE BATHROOMS 
-MULTI CHANNEL TV 
-CENTRAL HEATING 

- FULLY FURWSHH) IF REQUIRE) 

PRICES FROM £175 PER WEEK 


residential lettings" 

Clerkenwell - West End 
1 - Islington - Barbican 

Dajn VEtStfatney 

0171 253 4414 

CHARTERHOUSE SQ- EC1M 6AP 


HIGH CEILINGS 

Are there any 'toft-style'’ apartments 
in prime Central London locations? 
With High Ceilings (T2 1 ) • Vast spaces 
• Good Light • Views over gardens 

There is one for sale in 

COVENT GARDEN 

. Living Room 28'4" x 1 8’6* 
Hain0'6'xl77* 

Bedroom One 177* x T2' 
Bedroom Two IV x 12' 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
147' x 14'6* (into bay) 

Study 10'6*xl0'6* 

Two Bathrooms 

£ 585,000 

Subject to Contract 
Telephone Richard Collins 

0171 371 6290 


Services 

DONT 

REPLACE YOUR 
SASH WINDOWS. 




?**%£** \ 

EqU atty « 9 °°^ r St e S f' 5 ' 

No exp 6 "*! dfcjn to foe ' 

luxury prices are as 

^ ad "Sto^ asever - 
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East AngKa 




RESTORE THEM. 

Just think - No more rattles. Nor more draughts. 
No costly replacement and. No more worries 
about heal loss. 

1 ■ Existing Sash Windows Double Glazed at your 
Home with our New, Unique Bi-Glass System 

| ■ Comprehensive Draught Sealing and Overhaul 
Service 

■ Repair and Restoration carried out by 
Craftsmen 

■ Replacement Sashes and Boxes «« 

Manufactured and Fitted 

For a FREE QH 

Consultation and 

Estimate call [wffl 

0500 652653 W1NDCTV 

WPRfcSHa* 



I® 



• Stop slipping tiles and slates |w| 

• Stop rain, snow and dirt MS 

• Stop naB fatigue 

• Stop leaks and condensation W 

• Stop pipes and tanks freezing 

• Replaces damaged or no uoderfett 

• SAVE UP TO 80% HEAT LOSS 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEARS 

Generally costs far less than re-roofing. Seen on “Tomorrows World” in 
1970's. Recogiised by the B 3 A Available C.F.C. Free. 

TRS are approved contractors using materials manufactured to BS 5750 
used in Local Authorities, Agriculture and Industrial Buildings, Schools, 
Churches, Hospitals, Bams and thousands of residential Properties. 
ic PRICES GUARANTEED ALL WORK INSURANCE BACKED * 
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Start a new wa y of life 
with Ashwood Homes. 
Style, exclusivity, and 
qualify you can depend on 
in Rural Lincolnshire 


.;.pne-fimsh yqttr-'floi 

STBK W1DEBC 

- JoriaJhao’ ' 

i -! WcefeimSfiiss 


Sable:' 

^BLOCKS, 

Moors 

Sfebdjof.WtdeSiV 
gpl'SraV-TEE. '< 
fibne/Fax: ' 

j£2X .•••• 


Send the coupon today FREEPOST (no stamp required} to: 
TRS LTD, FREEPOST, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, CM23 3YZ 
□ YE$lP\easa arrange a brochure and FREE SURVEY 

Name ... Tel No _ 


iPUgi ASHWOOb 

mSm homes 

Ho (beach Manor, Fleet Road, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire 

Call 01205 761685 for a brochure today 


Address 


...... Postcode. 


...j 


Services 

NATURAL 

WOOD 

FLOOR 

Direct Importers of new hardwood boards and strip. 
Extensive stocks of reclaimed soft and hardwoods. 
Showroom open Belays - DeBvery service available 
20 Smuggteni Way London SW18 i£Q 
Tel 01B1 671 9771. Fax 0181 677 0273 


France 


NW DORDOGNE 

7hony leasts soktarettihEn^i 
ArtteatfrtoiaprfhrakSlapB 
StnteSB*p!«ta. 



01684 290808 
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H ot spots m December are 

bringing an unscasonal 
but welcome glow to 
home owners sorely in 
need of some cheer Spectacular 
rises in London and the south-east 
have been followed by dusters rtf 
mini-booms around the country r 
Even with this week’s rise in inter- 
est rates the whole system has 
shifted up a gear, with sales agreed 
faster, offers being accepted within 
hours of houses coming on the 
market and fierce competition 
among buyers racing to best and 
final offers. 

“The rate of deals feUmgthrough 
has dropped from 30 per cent to 
under 10 percent," says John Hus- 
band of agents Humberts. “Prices 
are being marked up as demand 
exceeds supply by a ratio of 3 to 1 
In our Lewes office, there have* 
been price rises as high as 20 per 
cent for some properties." 

A detached house in East Sus- 
sex now costs £10,000 more than it 
it did six months ago, according to 
Land Registry figures, although 
flats have only risen by around 
£ 2000 . 

“Lewes to London by rail is 
only about an hour which makes 
it popular with commuters,” says 
John Husband. “Wues drop off , 
to the east of the town and nse in i 
the north and west. Real hotspots 
are within 10 miles -each side of 1 
the M23.” .i.* . 

Even previously Har&to-sell old J 
chestnuts - next to fbhds or power t 
b'nes - are finding buyers. Hum- j 
berts recently sold a house outside 
Crawley, just 300 yards from the s 
M23, for £330,000. , 

“A nice house, but the noise I 
would be deafening,” says Husband. 5 
Even million pound houses have I 
buyers queueing up. Humberts say s 
they sold a £lm house near Chich- r 
ester four days after putting it on b 
the market. p 

“Not only that, but people are n 
prepared to bid 20 per cent over & 
the guide price to get the house ‘ 
off the market before anyone else p 
spots it." Part of the demand is' d 
being fuelled by a tack of good £ 
property. Although prices are ris~ * 
ing, in most areas they haven’t 1 £ 
reached the mid 1988 peak, which 
leaves thousands still with nega-- V 
five equity. d 

The result, says Husband, is a tl 


j ggpta* missing tieref potential 

* * ^Tiiey see no poifit in moving 

1 - tmtil their property vafoe recovers 
; the 1988/89 - levels. This 

\ take another Mb'years.’’ 

" fo Hampshire that jef Kvely com- 
' petition between loealsfcfao want to 
‘ trade up and ex-Londoners renting 
| so they can pounce "the minute a 
i good house comes up. When a 

renter does buy, it doran’t release 

another house for Sag onto the 
market. 

“The locals are gettfa^g beaten to 
the draw ” says Russel Hill, of Hill 
afatf Morrison in Qdiham, “We 
are selling bouses wi&gfl days and 

price expectations ardomsisteotiy 

exceeded. There is a Phenomenal 
boom in the character country 
cottage market. I wouldn't have 
done it before, but now I would 
seriously advise people to put their 
homes on the market just a few 
weeks before Christmas.” 

Job confidence in Birmingham 
has enticed commuters out to 
Worcestershire and the south-west 
Midlands, where prices have risen 
by up to 10 per cent in thepast six 
months, say Knight Frank. 

There is no shortage of cash. 
Humberts sold a tftree storey 
house in need of complete mod- 
ernisation in Woroesea^for almost 
£175,000, after stron^fempetition 
between potential %fiyers. The 
average time it tajjfejNo sell a 
ionisse in the M$£j|ands has 
dropped from 23 weeks to 19, in 
a matter of two modSis. 

Post-crash rebountffeas returned 
some prices to near, or even above 
peak values, says Savflls. Those 
include homes in Surrey, parts of 
Sussex, Kent, Essex and Hampshire. 
North Oxfordshire and Warwick- 
shire have the extended M40 cor- 
ridor to thank for property price 
hikes. Land Registry figures put the 
price of a semi in Oxfordshire up 
more than £5000 and in Warwick- ] 
shire almost £3000 since June. ^ 
In Suffolk, five bidders com- i 
pejed to buy an oldltelory, unoc- < 
for a year aiiffwith up to i 
£190,000 needing spdSt on it AH ' 
over the giifcfc brice of \ 
£265,000. - . ; '£% • .- ] 

. Sfifert Leicestersh«€WlageS 
W^tedhousc Eaves 1 ar^a pov te rftir^ 
draw for fairaUes mal wl^ 
the south. This year, ceiit df s 


buyers in Strutt and Parker’s Mar- 
ket Harborough office came from 
London and the Home Counties. 
As they report best and final offers 
of up to 25 per cent nroirti than the 
asking price, there is a whiff of 
buyer desperation in the air. No- 
one wants to be left without a seat 
when the music stops, . 

Hot spot best buys... 

In Hampshire, a brick and stone 
detached cottage about six miles 
from Q diham (mainline station to 
London five miles away at Farn- 
hamj is ffie commuter's dream. 

Oh the edge of Bentley village, 
with garden and paddock, it has 
three bedrooms, beamed ceilin g s, 
ingjeoook fireplace and old oak 
staircase. Outside there’s a double 
garage. A recent by-pass takes 
almost all through traffic away 
from the village. £230,000 through 
Hill & Morrison (01256 702892) 

In Worcestershire, Yew Tl-ee 
Cottage in Hartlebuiy is Grade II 
listed, has more than an acre of 
grounds and is 20 miles from Birm- 
ingham. The white painted four 
bedroom house is on the edge of 
a thriving village. There are 
exposed wall timbers, open fire- 
places, 16ft kitchen and a vaulted 
landing ceiling. £250,000 through 
Humberts (01905 611066). 

fn Warwickshire, a cottage style 
b amyti fiyeTSion on the edggofrim- 
frcfeSlutfeton- 
(xhainlmA • trains to 
Paddid&ion) and 13 miles from the 
M40. The three beikooha house 
has a private walled garden, open 
Cotswold stone fireplace, beamed 
ceiling in the 28ft sitting room and 
13ft ldtchem £143,000 through 
Hamptons (01386 852205). 

In East Sussex, Old Barn Cot- 
tage in RodmeH. three miles from 
Lewes, is being sold with a brick 
and flint bam with potential for use 
as studio or office. The Grade n 
listed four bedroom house with 
views towartfe the Downs, is partly 
tfle hung and covered by roses and 
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DESIGN BUILD P/rRJNfEWMIP 
tOR SALfe A 


PICKWORT^^EAtf G RAJflE^^^^GOLNSHIR E 

• Unique annual. 

ui*opm»isffl 5 w^artgpaH 8 h • Over 2^0 
sqA ■ 4 /S be®Q®^<ajeif *py»^npr* Giound Boar 
shower room • ■ Spin! 

stiirca* • Etpcoed teams sad tridbwffS Thatealfy efficient • 
R us tic qi ti ifficfcaridtt' • MHBG Insunnce 

^iBI»ciaomMlaYCH»^ihv a cnis 
Call Teresa Gocsdde at PARAWN Design Build 
Parmership 

Tel/Fax 01522 81 1402 Entail ga 13 ide.cie 1 porLcq.uk 

STUSTOTi - NR. DISS, NORFOLK 

Come and view this beautiful 6 bedrmd dot 
house, built on a small, select development of 
only five properties 
and Bee for yourself 
the excellent value 
of ' this quality 

home. - 

, £149,950 

| *' 0r Plane Peck 




London Property 

CityScope 

31 Bedford Square, 
London WC1B3EG 




The only Specialist Company Handling the re-nle (and 
occasion^ tatting} <rf Converted Lofts, 
WarahouMs and Ramartabto RaeMentlal Spaces 
CLERKENWELL, EC1 Summer Street 

Stanlig (tank Nw Ya* UA t^JO «i B Hqe a»«i. 
o«nw (tori* Bawi, huflt Sghnr 
QB5/nOLBB*ehdd 
BATTERSEA, SW11 

Baunaya^DMbrtQamdaOhMgblliiawdiRDd'lhm 
TVrohrt»ooma,ck*i9roorn t ita<*^»ctR*i»faarimom.i«Yl^«, 
aloaBeJ non pwMng ipaoa. 

2375^00 laesWKid 

TOWER BRIDGE, SE1 

CtaMieYIMiw!MC8rii«dDn,iflplbi* : aahh(B«v*Moeaiiwmihoi 

ntfnal (taiw, wootan no. aqnMd hodwork, famt kadag bay denn, 
tanbadR)onMK < twbMnm,MrBcs^Mivl^4. 

EBSflOO LaaaatnkL 

GREENWICH, SE10 

AiancnxvwajrtaaoyiwanmriabtoesahaldlVAcnnanKilHNciiliailut 
FWdanU ptariog Qn« How gm d a2D0 aq B (297 sq nL 

Gni^MMc^rtglBKeik^nBSsasollditai^wIpwiiM 
Bdd *5 mughtM. A urtqua ananity lo emm ■ mraitaM homo n a 
awnbknBcnaHalB. 

E2K.000 FrBthoW 

1 m coraidetaB MSng ior rwOng) ■ pnpetr «Mch 
li Mv u bt above, anas da endite. 

Wi cow tHatataGmtar London ma. 

CityScope, 31 Bedford Square, 

London WC1B 3EG 
Tel: 0171 314 1612 Fax: 0171 631 4659 


GENUINE DISCOUNTS OFF PUBLISHED PRICES! 


To advertise in the Property Section please telephone 
Jonathan Wilson on 0171 293 2343 or 
Lorraine Tomer on 0171 293 2302 


MILEf^NttilLL, SUFFOLK 

SRACldtlS DEj^CHED BUNGALOW 

In targe pkfl, *ltx 2OTi»iratatefy Screened. LaraG 
master bed errkitH,lt5ury mted wardrobes, Shower 
dessing table, van^irit, w/e,bjdet etc, o/a 20ft 
9fns x 13ft 3ins. Laipa tounge56ft x 12ft 3ins. 
Large taxuy KHchen with Aga, 20ft x 9ft plus recess 
5ft x 4ft abixidance of cabintfs worktops, AEG oven 
and hob. Dining room, fncfoorheatefl swimming 
pool Annex en suite. Large cabin with office 
ParKIfig for six cars plus. Specification and 
photograph on request. 

OIRO £185,000 




01638 71; 


ESTATE AGENTS 

CHISWICK. W4 

PRIME LOFT-STYLE SPACE . 

TVse-ftied, 1,100 sq ft cwbt 2 floors, epfral, fatxikxiskitch^ 
2 baths, gas dh, double glazed, . 

Create your own environa. ResidenceAworiispeca. 

ojlo. £200,000 Freehold 
View today between 1pm-2pm, 

IB Elliott Road (off Chiswick High Road), 
e- Tel: 0181 746 1181 
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Hot spots in winter 

December is hosting a property boom around the Country. By Rosalind Russell 

H ot spots in December are . . - / - 

bringing an unscasonal mi ^ , ng &erdf potential buyers in Strutt and Parker’s Mar- o>-— 

but welcome glow m _ . ket Harborough office came from 

home owners enr^k, *ney see no pom.t m moving London and the Home rnuntipc 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 

Best of 
three 

Bam conversions '4 




OUT WH 








Bam cottage at Frampton Mawell in 
Gloucestershire was convened only a 
few years ago and is at the end of a . 
terrace of three similar houses. It has 
stone mullioncd windows, four ; 
bedrooms and two bathrooms and a; 
single garage in a nearby block. ! 
There is a small private patio and . j 
communal gardens. Stroud is two . 
miles away. £129,750 through ' r 
Hamptons (01285 654535). . . rl 




-w:' 




Bofeyns near Great Dunmow in 
Essex was converted into a five 
bedroom house in 1964. Set in five 
acres, the pink timber framed former 
barn has an Aga in the kitchen, two 
bathrooms, beamed sitting room and 
open brick fireplaces. A period 
outbuilding provides stabling and 
storage. Through Trembath Welch, 
£300,000. 





4^ -Ml 



Wanstalls Bam at Patrixboume, ne^ 
Canterbury in Kent is the joker in ■ ■ 
the pack. It’s a brand new house 
being built to look like a barn 
conversion, with the authentic 
double height cart door at the front. 
The weatherboarded three bedroom 
house is almost finished, has been 
built using oak beams and timbers 
and includes a galleried dining hall. 
The garden was landscaped before 
the house was built, grouped around 
a large pond, £225,000 through 
Calcutt Maclean (01233 812060). 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TO FIND OUT WHAT'S ON, AND WHEN TOMORROW READ TODAY’S EYE 



Moll 

Flanders 


' Moll (Alex Kingston) 

| continues to sleep her 
’ «yray across Menie 
: England in Andrew 
■ Slavics’ take on Defoe. 



West 
Ham v 
Man Utd 

Goodnight Vienna, 
hello Upton Park, as 
le's babes meet the 
ley foreign legion. 






An Eye full 


Hollywood hies the 
beaches in the 
weekend’s longest 
movie. D-Day is Sunday. 


Your comprehensive and critical 
guide to the week's arts, 
entertainment and TV. Plus, the 
best Christmas shows and a chat 
with Jennifer Saunders 





Cafe 

-^society: 
top chefs 
Gary and 
Raymond 
dish out 
boil-in- 
. ; -;the-bag 
balderdash 
v:to Oxford 


R aymond Blanc hopes to 
start a caff sodety. 
Dressed in a natty green 
checked shirt, velvet trousers 
and waistcoat, he addressed his 
audience with mnch confident 
hand-waving. “Many, many 
efforts 'ave been done-." be 
said, his accent alarmingly 
identical to that of the manager 
of the French restaarant at the 
end of my road. A sljgbt unease 
stirred in me. Perhaps “accent 
perfection" is a cordon bleu 
qualification these days and 
French restaurateurs would 
naturally say things like “1 say, 
old chap, good show” with the 
rest of us were it not for years 
of training. to create zees 
cafe socditi,” he continued, “in 
Monshister and in Leeds, 
and zey ’ave failed terribly- - 
But in Oxford I sink we can 
succeed." 

He might just be right 
For, apart from having the 
sorts of jobs that allow 
them to take tune off 
on weekday afternoons, 
there's one thing the 
residents of this green and 
educated dty are accom- 
plished at Spouting balderdash 
in caffes. Having spent the worst 
of my formative years there, I 
know. I'm not talking students. 
Students spout balderdash any- 
where they like. Unless, though, 
they grew up among the dream- 
ing spires, or make their living 
there, they are mere tyroes in 
the an 1 myself, though I left my 
loathsome school with little by 
way of useful A levels, had 
gained my PhD in balderdash 
and related gustatory topics by 
the time I readied the upper 
sath. 

Le Petit Blanc might just be 
the perfect setting Glancing 
round its white walled and 
wood-floored interior, with the 
slideyJapanese-style panels, was 
a bit like a horrible flashback 
trip. Memories of the Seventies 
flooded back: faces had an 
uneasy edge of familiarity, I 


kept thinking Fd spotted teach- 
ers and the parents of peers 2 
haven't seen in years, and then 
remembering that they, too, 
would have added a bit over a 
decade and a half to their 
appearance. I half-expected to 
bump into my former self. 

The odd thing about an 
Oxford crowd is that, if one 
glances from the comer of one’s 
eye, the overwhelming impres- 
sion is of sernffioess. The wealth 
of colour, of drape, of slip-on 
shoes and eccentric accessoris- 
ing, hits the casual glance with 
a gust of Fair du jumble sale. 
With a head-on stare, the 
illusion wavers and disappears: 
actually, jackets, shawls, neck- 
erchiefs are all scrupulously 



ironed, and hair is held 
delicately but firmly in place. 
You are in a room full of refined 
respectability. Let that focus 
slip, though, and boom! You're 
back on the set of My Own 
Private Idaho. 

Hot topic for discussion at the 
first Caffe Society was “is there 
any such thing as a British 
Cuisine?”. M Blanc, bless his 
contentious socks, was standing 
up for the nays. In the red, white 
and blue corner was Gary 
Rhodes, champion erf the mushy 
pea and owner of the greatest 
quiff on television. It quickly 
emerged that, liberal in their 
urges though the audience 
tended to be, they were right 
behind Gary. It also emerged 
that, nice and rich though the 
topic sounded, the only answers 
were “yes” or “no”. Of course 
there’s a British cuisine: anyone 


who's ever eaten Cullen Skink 
can attest to that, or even that 
great stand-by, bangers and 
mash. The fact that only the 
British will eat it is another 
question altogether. 

The lads, nevertheless, tried 
to spin the debate out for a com- 
fortable hour, abetted and 
loosely controlled by the food 
writer JEfoul Levy. *Tve been in 
this country,” said Raymond, 
“for 17 years, which certainly 
makes me a better Frenchman." 
Fm not entirely sure what this 
meant, but the audience liked 
it. Gary produced a book called 
10,000 Years of British Cookery. 
“That's a long time before the 
French got here," he said. Levy 
interjected: “Gary, 10,000 years 
ago people here painted 
themselves blue.” A man at 
the back stuck his band up. 
“I was watching the telly the 
other day,” he said, “and 
there was a French chef 
called something like 
jT: Cantona on. I turned over 
-S r :k to the other side.” “Ah, 
; jf now,” replied Gary, “I have 
? : ?; to say, he's one frenchman 
who’s really brought some- 
thing to this country.” The bloke 
contingent applauded. Oh, dear. 
Cookery and football. It'D be 
interior design and cricket 
before we know it. 

And so it went. Gary and 
Raymond gamely swapped 
insults while the occasional 
cake-scoffer found their feet 
and proved they hadn't listened 
to a single preceding word. 
Such, after all, is the pattern of 
formal debate. Raymond said 
“bofT and threw his notes on 
the fioor, while Gary waxed 
lyrical about clootie rhimplmgs, 
It*s only a shame Marco-Pierre 
White wasn't there. A fist-fight 
would have just rounded things 
off nicely. Next week. Rabbi 
Boteach says that men and 
women are too different ever to 
live together. Oh yeah? And 
what makes him an expert all of 
a sudden? . . 


Women of London, rejoice 


O n Thursday morning, 
while The Moral Maze 
was working itself up 
into a lather over euthanasia 
or some such on Radio 4, over 
on 963 Liberty - London's 
new medium wave station 
aimed at women aged 25-44 - 
Simon Bates was cutting 
straight to the heart of the 
most challenging and impor- 
tant ethical issues of today: 
Dalmatians and cormorants. 

Dalmatians took up most 
of the programme, the ques- 
tion being whether Disney 
ought to Ire making a virtual 
dog commercial like 10 J Dal- 
matians, thereby, in effect, lit- 
tering our streets with 
unwanted spotty puppies for 
years to come. Still, aside 
from the woman who warned 
against unscrupulous breed- 
ers who weren’t interested in 
“the good of the breed", this 
wasn't very interesting. 

It was the cormorants that 
really grabbed my attention. 
Apparently, anglers have been 
getting very angry over the 
Havoc these birds have been 
wreaking on inland fisb-stocks 
in recent years, and Angling 



Times had published an article 
advocating the birds' whole- 
sale slaughter, and illustrated 
it with a picture of a masked 
man bolding a shotgun and 
surrounded by dead cor- 
morants. Baiesy. with his 
unerring instinct for hitting 
philosophical nails on the 
head, put the central question 
to the editor of Angling Timer. 
“Isn’t this an open invitation 
to terrorism?” Another rich 
seam of thought was opened 
up by the man from Coarse 
Fishing magazine: “These are 
really sea-birds," he explained, 
going on to add: “Technically, 


They’re not allowed to eat 
freshwater fish." Well yes, but 
try getting the police to do 
anything about it; they’re just 
not interested. 

To be fair, he presumably 
didn't exactly mean that - 
what he wanted to say was 
that cormorants aren’t sup- 
posed to eat freshwater fish. 
All the same, it’s a peculiar 
attitude he’s betraying - the 
assumption that the cate- 
gories we apply to nature 
have some sort of a priori 
validity, and if nature doesn't 
fit into them, then it’s nature 
that's blundered. Incidentally, 
all the literature on 
cormorants I've come across 
seems perfectly happy with 
the idea of cormorants spend- 
ing a bit of rime inland and 
snaffling the odd stickleback. 
Though I suppose you could 
draw the alternative conclu- 
sion that the authors of the 
Shell Guide to Birds of the 
British Isles ought to be had up 
for incitement. 

Still, the important thing is 
that Simon Bates is back, one 
of a battery of big-name pre- 
senters hired by Liberty - 


which is what used to be I mi/. 
the hugely incompetent 
women's radio station (that is, 
the station was hugely incom- 
petent. not the women). 
According to Liberty’s press 
officer, the main difference is 
that Liberty doesn’t set out to 
exclude men the way Viva! 
did (I think this is unfair to 
Viva!, from which most men 
were perfectly happy to be 
excluded, owing to the fact 
that it was crap and you 
couldn't receive it in large 
parts of London anyway). 
Instead, Liberty has simply 
hired presenters who “tradi- 
tionally" appeal more to 
female listeners, which seem- 
ingly includes Baiesy. After 
his not entirely comfortable 
stint on London News Radio, 
it's good to hear him back on 
blistering form - flattering 
the listeners (“People of intel- 
ligence and sophistication, 
like you.” he keeps on repeat- 
ing), laughing his strange 
laugh at his own jokes, and 
always, always missing the 
point. Just like the women of 
London have, I suppose, 
missed him. 
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I t’s often said that earth 
holds no more frontiers. 
Once cartographers had 
mapped out Papua New 
Guinea, the Himalayas and 
the wilder parts of Essex, the 
only wayfor explorers to go 
was upwards into space, or 
inwards, inside themselves. 
Science programmes that film 
in improbable places are thus 
taking on the hahits of the 
modern fly-on-the-wall 
documentary. They- brag about 
depth of penetration to some 
unphotographed zone as if it’s 
a measure of virility. How 
deep is your access? Yeah, 
well mine’s deeper. 

In a fascinating Equinox 
Sun) about the race to 
cheap space travel, a 
bunch of amateur scientists 
fired a rocket from the 
American desert into the blue 
beyond. From the obligatory 
remote camera attached, it 
transmitted back pictures of 
the view. T can see the 
curvature of the earth!” 
screamed one of them, 
crouched over a tiny monitor. 
That’s the friggin' earth, 
man! That is so cooL” 
Ifechnologically speaking, 
though, it’s only slightly cooler 
than the invention of the 
wheel. You can see the 
curvature of the earth any day 
of the week, and you don t 



cervix. Now it takes something 
fairly special to get the viewer 
to su up and pay attention. 
Strapping a camera on to a 
human sperm, say - now that 
would be something. Via the 
microscopic camera work of 
Lennart Nilsson, The Saga of 
Life got remarkably adjacent 
to a pack of human seed, 
caught in the act of 
bombarding an egg into 
submission. Asa spectacle —a • 


have to launch a camera into 
space to do it In Spirit of the 
Jaguar (BBC2, Sun), which 
told of the birth of Central 
America, a camera glided ova: 
a computer-generated image 
of the earth’s surface, shunting 
Caribbean islands across the 
sea in journeys that in real 
time took thousands of 
millions of years. The Saga of 
Life (C4, Sat) tossed in the 
same virtual reality gimmick, 
an image of the cured surface 
of the nascent earth under 

a ft prfr frnm Ira tti lira 7f> 

meteors. 

Just as we all grew blasfe 
about man on the moon, these 
days we’re frankly pretty 
unfazed by all those location 
reports from the copulating 


projectiles ramming headlong 
into a sphere - it was almost 
identical to those meteors 
crashing into earth. Television 
is the great leveller in that 
way, exponentially enlarging 
or reducing images to fit the 
size of the screen, like a 
weirdly capable photocopier. 

Under the umbreDa of its 
cod-Attenborough title, the 
: investigated some 


of the surprises sprung by the 
evolutionary process. Did you 
know, for example, that the 
dolphin evolved from a big 
dog who couldn’t cut it on 
land and so went borne to (he 
sea. Suddenly it makes sense 
that dolphins are so content to 
gambol about with cheap 
plastic footballs. 

Other theories arising from 
Nilsson's foetal filming were 
less adapted to clearing the 
fog. The human embryo In an 


early stage of development 
turns out to be almost 
indistin guishab le from other 
species: our feet are like pigs' 
trotters, for example, and we 
start off with gills. And at the 
incipient stage there's 
apparently not much to 
choose between an arm and a 
wing. If so, this plays havoc 
with key cultural signposts, 
like Heniy James's The Arms 
of a Dove, not-to mention the 
pop group Paul McCartney . 
and Anns. 

Television has always been 
. eager to accelerate the 
cautionary cyde of 
invention, cloning and 
renewal Comedy, in 
particular, has produced 
mutant, involuted forms like 
Hie Adam and Joe Show (C4, 
Fri), in which the jokes are 
more rewarding the greater 
your media consumption. 
There was a visual gag about 
the shakycam, the wobbly 
black-and-white cutaway 
without which the late-night 
broadcast is incomplete. You 
wouldn’t have got it unless 
you watch late-night 
broadcasts like this. One spoof 
kills a film style stone dead, 
necessitating the inception of 
another snappy technique, 
which will itself be spoofed 
into extinction. It’s called 
progress. 
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The British Isles 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

A ridge of high pressure lying east-west across 
southern Britain will be slow moving. Depressions 
will be moving east well to the north. 

Ibday, the south and east of Scotland will get 
some dry, bright weather. However, rain and gusty 
southwest winds in the north and west will be 
spreading east. Northern Ireland looks like staying 
cloudy ah day with showery rain and a brisk south- 
west wind. England and Wales will get patchy fog at 
first, and many places are likely to stay grey and 
misty through the day. There will, though, be some 
bright weather, especially to the north and west. 

Sunday wrll again be grey and misty across the 
southern half of England and Wales. Further north, 
some rain is likely with a brisk southwest wind. 

Rain over Scotland and Northern Ireland will give 
way to brighter weather during Monday while mist 
and fog over England and Wales dears to some 
hazy sunshine. The middle of the week should then 
see quiet weather everywhere with varying amounts 
of doud and some sunshine. However, patchy fog 
and frost will affect many areas in the mornings. 
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s 

s 

7 45 
6 43 

fc 

3 37 

Lizard 

s 

6 43 

Southampton 

f 

4 39 

t 

3 37 

London 

hz 

4 39 

Southend 

fg 

2 36 

m 

.2 28 

Manchester 

1g 

1 34 

Stornoway 

s 

4 39 

c 

8 46 

Newcastle 

s 

0 32 

Tire* 

f 

7 45 

c 

3 37 

Nottingham 

c 

3 37 

York 

hz 

0 32 



WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY MIDDAY (GMT)! Cloudy: Main 
Grain; sasnowt s^unny; tb, thunder "previous da/s figure at local time. 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 


Barcelona 

Beirut 

Belgrade 

Berfln 


Budapest 

Cairo 

Cape limn 

Casablanca 

Chri s t ch urch 

Copenhagen 

Corfu 

Darwin 

Florence 


m 7 45 
C 16 61 
f 18 64 
f 34 93 
f 34 93 
c 19 66 
m 3 37 
s 439 
S 29 84 
dr 5 41 
dr 032 
hZ 20 68 
s 22 72 
Sh 12 54 
f 15 59 
m 5 41 
s 14 57 
$ 32 90 
m 745 


Frankfurt 

Geneva 

GOxaRar 

Helsinki 

Hang Kong 

Istanbul 

Jerusalem 

Jotting 

K. Lumpur 

Lisbon 

Madrid 

Majorca 

Malta 

Melbourne 

*MexfcoCtty 

* Miami 

Moscow 

Munich 

+New Ytwk 


m 2 36 
hZ 745 
f 11 52 
dr 1 34 
dr 134 
c 10 50 
c 14 57 
124 75 
hZ 29 84 
f 1152 
t 745 
r 14 57 
3 19 66 
r 16 61 
hz IS 66 
hZ 19 66 
c 0 32 
% -2 28 
tg -2 28 


Nice 
wi e oaa 
Paris 
Prague 
Reykjavik 
*Rto de Jan 
Riyadh 
Rome 
Si 


Tokyo 

♦Toronto 

Venice 

Vienna 

Warsaw 

♦Washington 

lifn IfLiiilnn 

weimgion 


C 15 59 
c 19 66 
r 745 
m -2 28 
c 134 

S 35 95 
s 23 73 
s 12 54 
r 28 82 
r 5 41 
f 27 81 
121 70 
f 10 50 
c 2 36 
S 745 
dr 0 32 
m 032 
c 439 
c 10 50 


You'd have to look hard to find a smaller fare. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 


0 345 554554 m; 0.345 1 I I.Y 


Oh British Midland The Airline for Europe 


r 





to r&Sarn 

Bristol,. AO Zp m to BriBrn 

Mn are ftam _.. 1; 5 St) tn to SrfBm 

Ma nc h este r 3r5ljm to 8sl2am 

N e w cn s8a — - 3i 3 9 pm to 8: 18am 

Gtasgow. 3o44pm to &34am 

Belfast .3:59pm to 8£3an 


Knatacham. 


to 7:54am 
A 02pm to &04W1 
354pm to &06am 

Manchester 3 -5fl pra to 8:13am 

Neweasfls 3e39pm to-ftUn 

3344pm to 8f35am 
Jk59pm to fc34*m 


A1 West Yo rkshir e. Between Abeofcrd 
(A6CAfi5ftBl2l7) md Garfonh Unning 
(A63), dosed both ways osemigbt and m 
w eek ends between 9pm and 7am for 
wxfc. Disoriiions deafly siffipoelcd. 

M4 Waufabm Between J17 Chippenham 
(A42SYA350) and J16 Swindon {Wat) 
(A31DM5M0QS). «atoattjw fe » ma jonoad- 
madsjDStwa*cfI16 Down to2lanes each 
way with a 5(toph speed &crat 
Gty of Glasgow A8I4. Clydeside Espnas 
way dosed westbound at Fnmesacn for 
mdworis. 

M8Q?afEcfinbDigb.J7N ew tori dffl Spm 

(kfi^m^arroadnodBL Dram to two fanes 
on die immdabouL Defags Body on nfl 


Out and about with AA Roadweteh 
cal 0334 491 lor ttw Meat tom ana na- 
tional traffic new. Source; The Automobfc 
Association. CaSa chwB»d at 39p par iron 
(cheap me) 49p per mm (bM ether times) 
Inc VAT. 


Yfesterds/s Readnp 

NQj S0a 

London Poor Good 

S England Poor Good 

Wales Moderate Good 

C England Poor Good 

N England Moderate Good 

Scotland Moderate Good 

N Ireland Good Poor 

Outlook for Tbday 
London Very Ftor Good 

S England Poor Good 

Wiales Moderate Good 

CEngand Poor Good 

N England Moderate Good 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


AM HT PM HT 
10.40 63 2305 64 
836 61 2040 03 
496109 1630 1L4 
3.04 63 1443 6J 
1005 3J 2L51 32 
657 3.7 2141 3.7 


The Sky a; Night 



Looking east southeast at about 
11.00pm on Friday 13th December 


More meteors can be expected 
to streak through the rijftt sky 
this week as the annual Gem- 
mid shower builds up to its 
peak on Friday night (23th). 
Undoubtedly one of the best 
Triable showers of the year, the 
Gem ini ds should produce 
around 100 shooting stars an 
hour at maximum under ideal 
observing conditkm Prospects 
this year are good. There is no 
moonlight to interfere, so 


patient observers even in less 
well favoured circumstance, 
should be rewarded. What is 
more, the constellation Gem- 
ini rises at a civilized time eariy 
in the evening so there is a 
good chance of seeing shooting! 
stars before midnight. Their' 
radiant point lies dose to Cas- 
tor, one of the two bright stars 
in Gemini named after the 
heavenly twins. 

Jacquefine Mitton 


Sun ir.d Moon 


U m poo l 
Auminoubi 
Hpl (Alwft Dodd 


DtsLaKhrire 



Sun rim 7:52am 


Sun sab 652pm 


Hear Moor; December 10 
Moon rim 3.40am 

Moon sets 2 : 12 pm 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 1996 


Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 



The big picture 

Ryan’s Daughter 

Sun 9.20pm BBC2 

“Gush made respectable by millions 
of dollars tastefully wasted" “a 
brilliant enigma"... David Lean's 
1970 love story is a fascinating ■ 
study in pictorial grandeur ewer 
content it is also a showcase of all 
Lean's strengths and weaknesses as 
a director. The Robert Bolt-scripted 
story has unhappily married Sarah 
Miles scandalising 1916 Ireland bv 
having an affair with British soldier 
Chnstopher Jones. Robert Mrtehum, 
John Mills and Trevor Howard are 
the heavyweight support act 


H ow would you explain Eddie lzzar d to a Dane 
or an Israeli? A fashionably dressed hetero- 
sexual transvestite stand-up comic, with no 
punchlines but the sweetest half-smile? Oliver Reed’s 
gentle younger brother in a lacy top? Izzaid skirted 
the problem by simply presenting himself on a "world 
tour", if Tbl Aviv, northern Europe and one or two 
spots on the eastern seaboard of the USA can be said 
to constitute the world. 

One comes away from TX- Je Suis a Stand-Up: 
£ddle Izzard Abroad (Sat BBC2), Paul HdcelTs ' 
record of that tour, more impressed with Izzaid’s 
bravery than with his material, much of which is of 
the “a funny old thing happened to me this morning" 
variety. Not that the material is the thing with IzzanjL 
As for his braveiy. the scene where he launches him- 
self in GSCE-ievel French at a sophisticated Paris JRnv 
Gauche cabaret audience makes Daniel in the lion’s 
den look like a real bottom-of-the-bill act A lesser 
stand-up would have curled up and died. Eddie board 
curls up and dies in atrocious French, and that 
winning half-smile - and he’s got the St Germain de 


The Saga of Life Sat 8pm C4 

TX - Je Suis a Stand-Up Sat 9.30pm BBC2 

Equinox Sun 7pm C4 

American Visions Sun 7.30pm BBC2 

Travels with My Camera Sun 8pm 04 

Moll Flanders Sun 9pm ITV 


Pr£ crowd eating from his garishly painted fingers. 

Thriller writers looking for a plot should turn to 
Equinox: Superhighway Robbery (Sun C4) r a case- 
history of “cybercrime” (stealing money from banks 
by tapping into their computer networks). The 
rewards are huge, the penalties comparatively light 
- and you need never leave your bedroom. Most of 
Patrick Forbes’s intriguing film is taken up with the 
case of a Russian hacker who has been stealing wads 
of money from Gtibank without ever leaving a dingy 
office in the suburbs of St Petersburg. Until, that is, 
he made an ill-advised shopping to trip to London. 

Travels with My Camera (Sun C4) sends New York 
photographer CM Hardt back to her roots in north- 
western Spain, digging around for the truth about 
what happened to her grandfather, shot by Franco’s 
police in the late Forties. He was, it transpires, an 
underground guerilla fighter who had refused to 
accept El CaudiUo’s victory in the Spanish Civil tyfax. 
"1 knew nothing then, and I know nothing now," says 
her great-grandmother. She is a sprightly 97 years old, 
so maybe she does know something after alL 


Moll Flanders (Sun ITV), meanwhile, is being 
received into the Catholic faith so that she can marry 
her third husband. First, though, she has to make a 
full confession of all her sins, which makes a very 
handy synopsis of the bawdy so ter. I agree with our 
Thomas Sutcliffe on this one. Those being hyper- 
critical of ITV hiring Andrew Davies to adapt 
literary classics should be locked in a room with all 
23 episodesof Heartbeat - and not allowed out until 
they have watched every single one of them. 

Talking of which. The Saga of life (Sat C4) goes 
in close on the microscopic creatures which live on 
our bodies, and is guaranteed to get you scratching 
within 30 seconds -but a generally weak weekend of 
television means one can catch up with American 
Visions (Sun BBC2). The good news is that Robert 
Hughes is still going strong, this week looking at 
the iufhren Cft Of the mass immigr ation of the tum- 
of-the-century on American .ait and culture. The 
general attitude of the old Americans to the new can 
be neatly summarised by a contemporary New York 
Times description of Cubism as “Ellis Island art*’. 



The big match 

Barbarians v Australia 

Sat 2.35pm, BBC1 

The last chance to see oneoto^by 
union's greats on the big stage, a 
David Campese (above) leads 
Australia ontothe Twickenham hKf 

for what is traditionary a 
flowing match. Rugby as it was 

meanfto be P la ^ it ^ N ^fJ P ° 
hopes to bow out with a victory, 

^SteSitofonete 

Bar-bars back line. Get in the tmmes 
and roll back the years. 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


7.05 The Pink Panther Show (R) ( 1418281 ) 

7-25 News, Weather (5036533) 

7.30 Children’s BBC: The Morph Files. 7.40 Iznogoud. 

7.55 Speed Racer. 8.20 The Real Adventures of 
Jonny Quest 

8.40 The New Adventures of Superman (8734281). * 

9.15 Lne and Kicking. Phil Collins in the hot seat, 
Torvill and Dean’s ft?) five skatingtips. and Dannii 
Mirwgue with "Electric Circus" (S) (34453587). 

12.12 Weather (4579295). . 

12.15 Grandstand. Introduced by Steve Rider from 
Twickenham. 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.05 Racing from Chepstow: the 1.15 Timber 
Toppers Handicap Hurdle. 1.25 kx Skating,- Torvill 
and Dean. 1.40 Racing from Chepstow, the 1-45 
Jack Brown Bookmaker Handicap Chase 2 00 
Rugby Union Preview. 2.10 Racing from 
Chepstow: the 220 Rehearsal Chase. Grand 
National winner Rough Guest dashes with last 
season's top novice Mr Mulligan. 2.35 Rugby 
Union: Barbarians v Australia . Live coverage from 
Twickenham (kick-off 3.00). See the big match. 

4.40 final Score (SJ (44492574). 

5.15 News, Weather (5489129). * 

5-25 Regional News and Weather (6253842). 

5.30 The Simpsons. Homer and Bart take a camping 
trip in the wilderness (SJ (681552). * 

5.55 Jim Davidson’s Generation Game. Contestants 
perform an extract from the musical Grease, 
among other jollities (S) (131216). * 

6.55 Noel's House Ratty. Jenny Hull rs set up. Barbara 
Windsor rings the doorbell, and Celine Dion sings 
her latest single (S) (615668). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. The Spice Girts perform 
their Christmas single CS) (992823). * 

8.05 Casualty. The way that Matt has been making eyes 
at Jude in recent episodes, a romantic storyline 
seems in the offing. Meanwhile, a woman is pulled 
out of the river following a vicious assualt (5) 
(994668). * 

8.55 News and Sport, Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (758736). * 

9.15 BOS Web of Deceit (Sandor Stem 1990 US). 
Generic tide for a generic thriller about a hotshot 
lawyer (Unda ftiri) called back to her home town 
(A Atlanta to defend a teenage drifter charged with 
rape and murder. But she falls for the opposing 
counsel, an aid tone, and the heir to a wealthy 
local family... (? osn, gosh, gosh (S) (253649). * 

10.45 Match of the Day. The clash between Premiership 
leaders Arsenal and Derby County is the main event 
Plus, thefroal of the Month (SJ (7939303). * 

12.00 The S^and-Up Show. A big hand, please, for Rhona 
Carrteron, A! Murray, John Moloney and Sean Lock. 
ArjJal O'Hanlon comperes (SJ (14798). 

12j30lbp of the Pops. From last night (R) (S) (83330). 

/l'.OO The Indigo Girls in Concert Georgia's singer/ 

. r sangwriting folksters recorded live at the 

Shepherd's Bush Empire, London (SJ 13 J 71392). 

1.50 Weather (8440595). To 1.55am. 


BBC2 

7.15 BBS The Saint in Palm Springs (Jack Hively 

1941 US). The debonair crimefighter on the trait of 
some stolen postage stamps (8758668). 

8.20 Open University: Palazzo Venezia, Rome: a 
Cardinal's Ratace (71 765S2). 8.45 The Chemistry 
of ftrwer (6107484). 9.10 Persisting Dreams.- 
Byron and the Romantics (5519194). 

10.00 Chanakya. Indian historical epic (S) (2335303). 

10.35 Network East ($) (5539649). 

11.20 Gl Asia. Quiz show (S) (7977262). 

11.50 Film 9 6 with Barry Norman (SJ (9446216). * 

12.20 SB Carefree (Mark Sandrich 1938 US). Depite 
the title, this is ore erf the [east effortless of the Fred 
Astaire and Gingers Rogers RKO musicals, with too 

- much plot and horrible country dub decor. Fred 
plays a psychiatrist sent Ginger, a dancer, by best 
pal Ralph Bellamy, who wants Fred to persuade 1 ■ 
Ginger that she is in love with him, Ralph. The 
hypnotic “Change Partners’ dance, with Ginger in a 
trance , is a high point (4607939). * 

1.40 BBQ Hostile Witness (Ray Miltand 1968 UK). 
Milfand directed himself as a banister out to 
avenge the hit-and-run death of his daughter 
(48127991). 

3.20 BBS Bugles in the Afternoon (Roy Rowland 1952 
US). Ray Milland again, this time as a cavalryman 
relocating in the Wild West alter being dismissed 
for striking a fellow officer (3385620). 

4A5 TOTP 2 ( S ) (1138991). 

5 JO BB2I Amelia Earharb The Final FBght (Yves 
Simoneau 1994 US). Diane Keaton plays the 
aviatrix, losing radio contact over the Pacific in July 
1937. Bruce Dem and Rutger Hauer are among 
the impressive supporting cast (14842). 

7.00 News and Sport, Weather (210571). * 

7.15 Assignment Reporter David Ldyn follows fiv^ - 
students and their teacher cm the journey from ' y* 
Peshawar to the front-line in Afghanistan tdjpiti 
Taliban - the Islamic student army (SJ (48&i58)s*- 

8.00 What the Papers Say. With Dorothy Grace-Elder of 
.... the Express (S) (592007). 

8.10 Wfomen of Country. Tammy Wynette, Dotty Barton, 
Loretta Lynn... that sort of country (982823). * 

9.00 Have I Got News for You (SJ (9910). * 

930 TjuJeSuis a Stand-up: Eddie tzzaid Abroad. See 
Preview, above (S) (560755). * 

10 JO Crucial Tales. “Spiders and Flies" (SJ (95 71 79). 

10.50 Later with Jotrfs Holland. Sting, Tricky and Lionel 
Richie perform in the round (SJ (403281). 

11.50 Q m Cadillac Man (Roger Donaldson 1990 US). 
Robin Williams plays a philandering car salesman 
being held hostage by a crazed husband, Tim 
Robbins. You either like Robin Williams (and this 
isn’t o ne of his best), or you don't (SJ (751533). * 

1.25 1SB Jime Night (Per Lindberg 1940 Swe). Ingrid 
Bergman's last film in Sweden bdbre decamping to 
Hollywood finds her chemist scandalising a small 
town by romancing a sailor (Fallowed by 
Weatherview) (286048). To 3.05am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 6.00pm Dad's Army. 6.30 Sykes. 


ITV/London 

6.00 GMTV 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney's 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. JL20 Gargoyles 
Special: a double episodeof (7058113). 

9.25 Wow. (TV’s answer to Live and Kicking, with 
Simeon Courtie and Sophie Aldred (36041571). 

1 1.00 The Noise. Boyzone perform their new single and 
there’s a golden oldie from East 17 (SJ (6200). 

11.30 The Chart Show (SJ (97303J. 

1230 Champions of the Future (32533J. 

1.00 News and Weather (82306378). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (82305649). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos (9605769J. 

1.45 The Making Of 101 Dalmatians. Rik Mayalf 
narrates a behind-the-scenes look at the new 
live-a ction Disney movie (5581129). 

2.20 DB The Captain's Table (Jack Lee 1960 UK). 
Adapted from a Richard Gordon novel, John 
Gregson plays a bluff cargo skipper upgraded to the 
wheel of a luxury ocean liner and having problems 
adapting his salty sea-dog manner: Peggy 
Cummins, Donald Sinden and Richard Wattis 
provide familar support (7 790194). 

3.50 RoboCop (SJ (9855842). 

4.45 News, Sports Results, Weather (8914552). * 

5.05 London Taught, Sports Results (Followed by LWT 
weather) (8008026). * 

5.20 Cartoon Tone (6230991J. 

5.30 Sabrina, the Teenage Witch. Sabrina accidentally 
puts a spell on a baby (533). * 

6.00 Gladiators (SJ (40552J. * 

7.00 B6nd Date (SJ (5823). * 

8.00 Ramify Fortunes (Including Lottery Result) (SJ 
(3991). • 

8.30 News, Weather, Lottery Result (followed by LWT 
Mather) (846945L*.: 

8.45 HOSster Act (Emile Ardoilno 1992 US). This 
huge cinema hit is a decent-enough comedy Tn its 
way, wifr most of the energy being provided by 
Whoopi Goldberg as a streetwise singer who - 
witnesses a murder and goes undercover as a nun. 
Maggie Smith, as her Mother Su perior, pr ovides an 
acerbic comic foil, but is hardly stretched, white 
the same could be said of Harvey Kertoi as her 
murderous former lover (SJ (4344221 6). * 

1035 am A rater Among Us (Peter Levin 1990 US). A 
woman juror on a seemingly open-and-shut 
murder case is not convinced that the drfendant 

' hlbrdered his wife. So what does she do? As the 
. rest of the jury become settled upon a unanimous 
verdict, she goes a’sJeutotng (65197378).* 

1230 Funny Business (SJ (9878514 ). ... 

1.05 Tropical Heat Detective drama (SJ (318931 1). 

2.00 The Chart Show (R) (S) (3034408). 

2.50 E News Review (1867514). 

3.40 God's Gift (R) (9085327). 

4 JO ITV Sport Classics II (79067021). 

4.55 Night Shift (R) (SJ (564I2427J. 

5.05 Coach <7?J (S) (1860359). 

5.30 News (67345). To 6.00am. 


Channel 4 

6.00 Sesame Street (1 1 736). 

7.00 The Magic School Bus (46823). 

730 Really WBd Animals (1379668). 

7.55 Hong Kong Phooey (4354736). 

8.05 King Arthur and the Knights Of Justice 

(7536194). 

835 Hang Time (6103668). 

9.00 The Morning Line (44552). 

10.00 Gazzetta Football taka (54842). 

11.00 BGbUSJ (41378). 

12.00 Sign On (S) (84084). 

1230 inside the Vatican. Peter Ustinov says Heito! to the 
papal see (R) (S) (9301674). * 

130 Son for Sail. A man presents his son with a-bfll for 
brings him up (R) (5 8377823). 

1.45 Racing from Sandown, Wolverhampton and 

Punchestown. From Sandown: The 1.55 Thames 
Valley Eggs Novices' Handicap Hurdle, 2.30 
Mitsubishi Shogun Tingle Creek Trophy Chase, 

3.05 William Hill Handicap Hurdle, and the 3.40 
Doug Barrett Handicap Hurdle. From 
Wolverhampton: The 2.45 Tote Mobile Terminal 
Handicap Stakes, and the 3.20 Bass Wulfrun 
Stakes. From Punchestown: The 2.05 MMI 
Stockbrokers Punchestown Chase (48888378). 

4.05 For the Love of the Leader. Repeat Witness film 
prufilirgthe Jamahiryan Guard, the elite group of 
all-female bodyguards erf Colonel Gadaffi. The 
programme examines the bizarre personality cult 
surrounding the Libyan leader and how the place of 
women in the country's society is defined try his 
ambiguous moods (R) (SJ (1254668). * 

5.05 Brookskte Omnibus (SJ (4389552). * 

6.30 [tight to Reply (SJ (668J. * 

7.00 News Summary and Weather (435303). 

7.10 A Week in Pefities. With Vincent Hanna and 
Andrew Rawrisfey (SJ (207823J. 

8.00 The Saga of Life. Meet toe microscopic organisms 
living on yoursWn. See Preview, above (SJ (2113). * 

9.00 ER. US medical drama. Ross has a potentially 

. . embarrassing encounter with a group of Catholic 
schoolgirls (R) (SJ (996133). * 

9.55 Jo Brand Through the Cakehoie (R) (S) (9 09674). 

1025 NYPD Blue (R) (S) (501262). * 

11.25 BOB Myra Bredcenridge (Mike Same 1970 US). 
Time to reappraise this critically-murdered 
adaptation of Gore Vidal's tale of a transsexual film- 
writer getting ahead in Hollywood. With Raquel 
Welch, in toe title role, Mae West - making her 
(brief) movie comeback after 26 years - John 
Huston (excellent) and Farrah Fawcett (360910). 

1.10 Late Licence: Manga (5) (3184866). 

2.05 The New Twilight Zone. Danny Kaye plays an 
ageing man who keeps the world's final hour in a 
magical dock (SJ (5887156). 

235 United States of TeJevision. Laura Kightllnger 
trawls through gossip, game shows and children's 
programmes on American TV (R) (SJ (1853311). 

3.20 Mr Don and Mr George (R) (67074243). 

3.50 The Real World (876731 1). To 4.45am. 


ITV/Regions 

Ifl 

As London eeepfc 1230pm Movies. GamesandNfrfas 
no 533 1 tio The Making of 101 Daknatians 

w£f<S66673Sl 3.10 Baywrifr (63637264) 1230am 
!TV24JhentieftoFBtoffllfl64132C61 a^SarnFlm: 
ChDdren of Chance (58742321 44tomSojnd Bites 
(595749531 530-530an Vfortd of Safe® (15514J. 

CENTRAL 

As London ocept 1230pm Premiere (32533). 1.10 
Cartoon TJmT '99885552). 1-25 Dlnreaure 
(30400910). 135 Eastern Mr (2 141 6262). 225 
Movies, Games and Videos (8651 1 769/ 255 Hm: 
M/Twnn (7044571 ) 330 Ahwlf (98558421 UO 
Goals Erto 153020261 340am Jotflndwfl 1271 71 
530-530am Asian Eye (1114156). 

HTV * _ 

A» London orapfc 1230pm Wfesfc Mcwtes, Games 
and Videos 132533). Wales: California Off Beat 
(91988755). 12.45 Wales.- Rugby 2000 
(91976910). 1.10 West Akwoff (9846S04J. 
Wales- TheEfedrlcChBfr(304110261140M6tes.- 
Movies, Games and Videos (214273781 2.00 Wfesfc 
Catoon Time (70479007). 2AQ Fftit Disney's the 
Island at tte Top tf the Yforfd (777129). 3JS0 Krtgrt 
Rider (98558421 1230am ITV at the Phoenix Fes- 
tival (1641 8205). 3.15am Fin: Children of Chance 
( 58742321 440m Somd Bites (59574953). 530- 
530am Wsld of SaKr^fl 55141. 

HBBDINf 

As London except 12J0pm Movies. Games and 
Vrieos (325331 LlOTbuingCas <30411020. L40 
Beach Volleyball (21427378). 2.10 Salllng 
(88487561). 2M WSsmer Caitoon (3124842). 2J50 
A>fwo(f (70452001 345 Stuntmasters (193264). 
4J5 Vfortd of Wbnder (616129). 1230am (TV at jt 
the Phoanc Festival (1 641 8205). 3.15am Bm: Ofl- 1 
dren of Chance (5874232). 440am Sound Bites 
(59574953). 5.00-530am Freescreen (15514). 

HESTCOUKTSf 

As Union excepb 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (32533). 1.10 Erasael (96057691 145 
Wanted Dead or Alive (55811291 220 Dinosaurs 
(85161228). 2-50 Airwoff (8940723). 330 Thun- 
der in Pteadise (9855842). 1230am ITV at the 
Phoenix Festival (16418205) 3.15am Hbit CM- 
dren of Chance (5874232 1 440am Sound B&bs 
( 595749531 53&530teri Vfortd of SaBng (15514). 

S4C 

As C4 except 1030am Ftoqkies (22736). 1030 New 
C^rTBSmaster (715521 1230pm MMEvatch (363031 
LOO Hotel Hawtestcne (58373007) L20 A Son for 
Stf (583778231 435 A Dogs Vfortd(325466ai 630 : 
The Real Hofklay Show (6681 730 News (212939) 
7.15 Noson lawen (32105871 820 Hel Sbaeort- 
(884945) 830 Lon Gbed (211007) 935 dm: Li- ’ 
cenceto KU (406057361 lU5Thelk«dsBankF%ri 
ChaUer^ (4653781 1.10 Mai«a (34801 75) 230- 
240am The New Twilit Zone (51609341 




Choice 


Speaking Volumes (10.15pm R3) 
looks at evolution - Kevin Jackson 
talks to scientific popularise^ 
Stephen Jay Gould. Victims of the 
struggle for survival crop up in Top 
Gear’s study of EastenvWoc 
automobiles (11.05am R5). Survival 
of the spirit of place is discussed ty 
Malcolm Bradbury (left) in Private 
Ffassions (12rtoon R3) 


1235 fm Sorry I Haven't a Clue. 


Radio 


Radiol 

07.^99. IMteRfl 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1.00 Radio 1 Road- 
show 2.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 John 
Reel 7.00 Danny Rampling - 
Lovegroove Dance ftrty 9.00 Ra- 
dio 1 Rap Show 12.00 Radio 1 
Reggae Dancehall Ntte 2.00 Es- 
sential Mix 4.0O-7.OOam Charlie 
Jordan 

Radio 2 

l33-S!2Mh:B® 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright 1.00 
Arthur Smith's Amusing Brts 130 
Smith and Jones Sound Off 230 
Judi Spwre 4.00 Nick Barradough 

5.00 Reading Music 6.00 Dire 
Straits in Concert 7.00 1 Write the 
Songs 7.30 Who Could Ask for 
Anything More 930 Dawd Jacobs 

10.00 Everybody Down! - A Trib- 
ute to Jon Pertwee 12.05 Charles 
Nove 4.00-6.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

iraj-siiKisnn 

7.00am Record Review. 

3.45 An Advent Calendar. 

9.00 Building a Library Stephen 
Walsh compares available 
recordings of Berg'S Vfozreck. 

10.15 Record Retease. Bach: Con- 
certo in A minor tor Four Harp- 
sichords, BWV1065. Vivaldi: 
Senate in G minor. RV26. 

Morin : Cello Concerto in G mi- 
nor. Telemann: Christmas Can- 
tata: Der Herr hat Often bar et. 

11.15 Reissues. Stephen Johnson 
reports on two sets ol historical 
Bruckner symphony recordings, 
one horn EMI and the other 
from Tahra. 

12.00 Private fassans. Michaef 
Berkeley is joined by Malcolm 
Bradbury. See Choree, above. 

130 News: Vintage Yeats. Annette 
Morreau investigates the life 
and recordings of Austrian cel- 
list Emanuel Feuermann. 

3.00 The BBC Orchestras. Gersh- 
win. Piano Concerto. 

Bcwthoven; Symphony No 5 in 
C minor. 

4.15 A Capena Pcm^uesa. Owen 
Rees introduces the vocal en- 
semble in muse by and attrib- 
uted to Cristobal de Morales. 
Missa I'Homme Arms: Two 
Motets: Tantum Ergo: 0 Cnw 
Ave. Spes Uitica. 

5.00 Jazr Record Requests. With 
Geoffrey Smith. 

545 Music Matters. Ivan Hewed 
reports on on a new bock re- 
vealing the secret life cf choreo- 
grapher Frederrck Ashton; visits 


the Liverpool Institute of Per- 
forming Arts at the end of its 
first term and leads a discussion 
on the trend far “hofy minimal- 
ism* in music. 

630 Gluck's Armlde. The heroic 
drama completed by Gluck In 
1777, based on the story of the 
sorceress Armida and the cru- 
sader knight Rina Ido. In a new 
production which opened the 
season at La Scala, Milan. 

10.15 Speaking Uslurrtes. Kerin 
Jackson talks to acclaimed sci- 
ence writer Stephen Jay Gould 
about his new book Lfe's 
Grandeur, and discusses a se- 
lection of recent writing on 
evolution. Plus novelist Robert 
Irwin turns from science tn sor- 
cery as he delves into medieval 
magical handbooks. See 
Choice, above. 

10.45 Impressions. Brian Morton 
Introduces a specially recorded 
session by guitarist Mike Walker 
and his band. 

1230 Misterioso. Ian Carr looks 
back ro 1958, the year In 
which The lentous Monk formed 
a new quartet and recorded an 
album at the Five Spot Cafe. 
( 6 / 8 ). 

1.00 Through the Night With 
Donald Madeod. 

630-7.00am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

i&t-Nao&FiMsmiro 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today: 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today 
8.58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway 

10.00 News: Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Week In West- 
minster. With Donald Medmyre 
otthe IndependenL 

1130 EuroFile. 

12.00 Morey Bo*. 


1235 Weather. 

130 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

230 Neve; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Grown 
Matrimonial. Royal drama by 
Rcyce Ryton set in Queen 
Mary's private drawing room at 
Marlborough House, London, in 
1936. She is stHI the Queen, 
because her eldest son. King 
Edward VIII. as yet has no wife. 

430 News; Making History. Pro- 
fessor Christopher Andrew looks 
behind the scenes as a variety 
of historians go about their 
work. 

430 Science Now Peter Evans 
discovers what makes mathe- 
maticians tick. 

5.00 file on 4. 

5.40 In Celebration. 3.8 cans of 

Spam are consumed every sec- 
ond rn North America. Addicts 
of toe tinned meat pay tribute. 

530 Shipping Forecast 

535 weather. 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

635 Vfoak Emfinft 

630 All about Eve. Lorelei King 
chats to the women who inspire 
her about toe women who In- 
spire them, with guests includ- 
ing Stephanie Caiman. Maria 
McEriane and Andrea Stuart 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. David 
Owen Morris examines the 
world of the accompanist the 
musician most riosety involved 
with the star sotost and dis- 
covers what they think of their 
partners m concert 

730 Oi These Days. 

830 Saturday N«ht Theatre: A 
Warden for All Saints. The un- 
dead are unleashed in H S 
Bhabra's tale of revenge set 
amongst the wood -panelled cor- 
ndors of Oxbridge. (3/3). 

935 Classics with Kay 

930 Ten to T&l 

939 weather. 

10.00 News 

10.15 I Am a Donut By Mike 


BradweU. Ricky Fisher has been 
gjvsi the task of teaching for- 
mer East German Communists 
how to be Western-style capital- 
ists, but he Is disappointed to 
encounter a people with their 
own definite cultural values. . 
<1/21. 

11JL5 Kiri. Dane Kiri Te Kanawa 
tells to June Knox- Mawer about 
her Itfe.and her music. (1/4). 

1145 Unde Mod’s Ceftic Fringe. 
By FfeterTinniswood. Carter 
Brandon takes his Mood-red 
Beetle to Wales, and with him 
goes his Unde Mort (1/5). 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Storys Will You Many 
Me? By Richard Brown. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00-6 30m As World Service. 


Radio 5 

(693.9IBWMM 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 935 weekend 
wtth Kershaw and WhtttaJer 

11.05 Tbp Gear See Choice, 
above. 1135 Hold the Front ffege 
1235 Baker and Kelly Upfront 

1.05 Sport on Five 636 Six-O-Six 

7.00 lee Hockey 935 Dattyn UK 

10.05 Brief Lives 1035 Word Up! 

11.00 Night Extra 12.05 Night 
Tatk 230 Up All Night 5.00- 
630am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 
aHUUOUIttM 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 930 Classic 
Countdown 12.00 Classic Garden- 
ing Forum 1.00 Alan Mann 4.00 
Nick Bailey 7.00 Russian Revela- 
tion 8.00 Evening Concert Carl 
Reined®: Sextet in B flat. Glinka: 
Septet In E fiat Beethoven Octet 
in Eftet Mendelssohn: Octet In E 
flat 10.00 The Classic Quiz 1230 
Andre Leon 4.00 The Travel Guide 
5.00-6.0Qam Michael Fanstone. 

Virgin Radio 

0215, II97-12&QKZW 1I&JW& Rfl 
630am Jeney LeeGrece 8.00 
Russ and Jono’s Greatest Hits 

10.00 Jeremy Clark 2.00 Mark 
Forrest 6.00 Lynn ftusore 10.00 
Robin Banks 230-6.00am 
Howard Pearce 

World Servica 

(B&fcLM 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Quote... 
Unquote ZOO Newsday 230 Peo- 
ple & Politics 330 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Music Re- . 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 530-6. 00am Wbekaid 


Satellite 


sen 

730am My Utile Pony (8320991). 
735 Dynamo Duck ( 678321 6). 730 
Deffy and His friends (8573®. 830 
Orson ml Ofivia (5 2823) 830 Free 
WPIy (51194). 930 The Best of Sally 
Jessy Raphael (976681 10.00 Desfev 
IngVfomen (58294). 1030 Murphy 
Brown (44858). 1130 Raker Lewis 
Cant Lose (868581 1130 Real TV 
(87587). 1230 WWF (75216) 130 
The hflt Mix (88736) 230 Hercules 
(59823). 330 The Lazarus Man 
(81303) 4.00 WWF (9791Q) 5.00 
Pariflc Blue (4262) 630 Amato* 
Dumbest CrirrareSs (1281). 630 Just 
Kidding (2533) 730 Hercules 
(32571). 830 Unsaved Mysteries 
(18991) 9.00 Cops (387551 1030 
The Extraordinary (31842). 1130 
Stand and DeSver 1987691 1130 The 
Morie Show (54378). 1230 Dream On 
(432241 1230 The Fifth Corner 
(873301 130 The Edge (49682). 
Z00-730am Hit Mix (728851 

SB 2 

730pm Earth 2 (1517842) 830 Jag 
(1593262). 9.00 VR5 (1513026) 
1030 Tales from the Crypt (7399910) 
1030 Tales from the Crypt (7488858). 
1130 The Hit Mix (29327361 1230 
Ffcre Fafl-Safe (1964] (2333682). 
2.00630am Hit Mix (8347446) 

SniHMB 

630am Monsieur Verdoux (1947) 
(89779587) 83S Spoils of War 
(1993) (87680397). 1030 Potntman 
(1994) (94397). 1230 AHxxne 
(1993) (5302®. 2.00 KnJ (1983) . 

(22194) 430 Radioland M triers 
(1994) (9294). 630 Fretfe* FHtft 
174 (1993) (258581 830 Juiior 
(1994) (10303). 1030 1 Ife It Like . . 
That (1994) (216465). 1130 Strife a 
Pose (1993} (4373Q3) L25 Back to 
School (1986) (392224) 330 A New 
Life (1983) (801663). 440630am 
Airborne (1993) (447570691 

MHECHMKL 

630am It's Great to be foung! (1956) 
15JQ2& 830 Big Wheels and Sailor 
(1970) (95397). 930 What Next? 
(1974) (80378). 1030 Look Who'S 
Talking Now (1993) 029391 1230 
Helen of Troy (1956) 162668). 230 
Jumping Jacks (1952) (20736) 430 
North (1994) (77361 630 Look Whors 
■feWng Now (1993) (33200). 830 
Without warning (1994) (289451 
1030 Batman forever (1995) 

(482641 1230 m ng Zee (1994) 

(341 779) 140 Batman Forever 
(1995) (389750) 3406.00am Than 
Goes My Baby (1994) (86905021 ) 

SF MOVES SOU) 

4.00pm Flying Usttemecte (1951) 
(8859200). 6.00 The Tra? of the Pink 
PBfflher (1982) (32539391 830 


Beetiejuice (1988) (3258484). 1030 
No Maris land 11987) (7748216) 
1135 Conan the Barbarian (1982) 
(64921129) 2.10 Love wih the Prop- 
er Stranger (1963) (7980088) 335- 
530am El Ckeco (1966) (7407595). 

SKY STOWS 1 

730am Vfortd Sport (259451 730 
American Cavalcade (76620. 830 
Ftecing (29620). 9.00 NHL Rawer ' 
Week (33484). 1030 fto&y (27736) 

11.00 Hold the Back Ftige (30200). 

12.00 Sports Satunfey (87674). 2.00 
Ru Union (453527551 405 Sports 
Saturday ftsuits (8489378) 530 Fut- 
bol Mundiai (7484) 6.00 FA Cup Sec- 
ond Rouhd - Live (438216). 930 
Spanish RxjttaJJ (57804). 1130 Rug- 
by Update (39342) 1306.00am 
Foatart <965)41. 

SKT SPORTS 2 

730am Soccer AM T2093552JL 1130 
American Cavalcade (2143842). 1230 
Squash: Tbumamant of Champions 
(4456858) 130 "femtis Grand Slam 
Cup- Uve (2497674) 530 Vek>Cy- 
efing Marine (28805521 530 NHL 
FfawB-Wteek <98684651 630 ice 
Hodey: Benson and Hedges Cup Final 
- Live (7616804) 930 Vfortd Sport 
Special (4457587). 1030 Drag Racing 
D3227361 1030 High 503314341 

1130 Cridet Hall of feme 

(2217587). 1130-13Qam FA Cup R- 
na* ClasBkS: Cawrtry City v TbttatoBm 
Hotspur 133952941 

snsrarcs 

Z230noon UK Staff SaSrs 
(32530754) 1230 hfigr 5 
(43877842) LOO Vfortd Motrr Sport 
(42562200). 530GO& JC Pamey 
Oask (47557277) 7.00Tenn& 
Grand Slam Cup (508192621 930 
Gofc JC ftnney Basse - Live 
(41256571) U-O0-123OmidnUft 
Asian Golf Show (60911674) 

l*7V . 

5.00am ffe«latians630 Larking for 
Love 7.00 Spanish Arete 730 Mind 
and Body 830 The Why Files 830 
WdeoBta 930 The Psychic Pat Show 
930 The Fashion Show 10.00 Rntea- 
tions 1030 Looking tor Love 1130 
Mnd and Body 1130 Spanish Archer 
1230 GalTs Campus Capars 1230 The 
Why FSes LOO Looking tor Lore 130 
The Psychic Pet Show 230 The Fash- 
ion Starr 230 Mind and Body 330 
VUeoBoc33aRnMoi^430Sa]ur- 
fej Sport 530 Eva’s SerertiB Pop 
Show 630 The Fashion Show 630 
The Psychic fer Shew 7.00 Spanish 
Archer 730 Revelations 830 Bifihido 
933 The Why Ffe 930 Looking tor 

Love 1033 Sunday Sport 1030 

Stand-Up Lire 1133 fete and Fortune 
1130 The Sex Show 1230630dm 
rvi^t-Tkne Programmes 


write 
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whatever you do. 
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the Russian capital throws a rainbow cloak over the grim buildings left by the Soviet regime 

/Moscow’s 


mayor 
aims to 
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town red, 
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Helen Womack 

Moscow 

In preparation for Moscow's 
850th anniversary next year, 
the city’s dynamic mayor, Yuri 
Luzhkov, has ordered “Opera- 
tion Bright Facade”, a campaign 
to paint the drab buildings of the 
Russian capital aU the colours 
of the rainbow. 

Among the buildings due to 
receive the Luzhkov treatment, 
according to the daily Mosktnsky 
Komsomoleis, is the famous 
House on the Embankment 
The grey constructivist monster 
was built for top Bolshevik lead- 
ers but gradually emptied in the 
Thirties as Stalin's secret police 

r ' ed night after night to drag 
residents away to labour 
camp. Now h houses rich Russ- 
ian and foreign tenants. 

The newspaper did not say 
what colour had been chosen for 
the grim building but the cost 
of its redecoration alone would 
be one billion roubles or 
180.000 dollars, it said. 

In Soviet times, the Kremlin, 
with its red walls and golden- 
domed cathedrals made, pro- 
vided virtually the only colour in 
Moscow. Mr Luzhkov, a prac- 


tical and energetic politician, has 
already done much to brighten 
up the city, restoring the Christ 
the Saviour Cathedral which 
was demolished under S talin, 
renovating the zoo and opening 
new shopping complexes. On 
Manege Square, just under the 
Kremlin wall, a huge new mall 
is being buifo Already fountains 
and sculptures depicting scenes 
from Russian fairy tales are 
drawing the crowds. 

Conservationists may dislike 
Mr Luzhkov but he is general- 
ly popular among Muscovites, 
who returned him with a re- 
sounding vote of confidence in 
city elections earlier this year. 
He is tipped as a possible suc- 
cessor to President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Apart from the efforts of Mr 
Luzhkov, capitalism itself is 
helping to make Moscow a 
more cheerful city. Neon now 
lights up the winter sky and ad- 
vertising bfll boards make more 
amusing reading than the Com- 
munist slogans of the pasL 
Lately. Muscovites have been 
puzzled by giant pictures of a 
young woman and the message 
U I love you". What was this seU- 
ing? It turned out that a rich 
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Mr 


Merry Moscow: How Russia's depressing grey capital might look after its promised makeover 


Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


businessman simply wanted to 
flatter his wife. 

But despite improvements 
in the centre, the outskirts re- 
main relentlessly drab. Where 
the metro stops, crowds of 
sullen people clutching string 
bags wait for overloaded buses 
to take them to high-rise flats 
in the suburbs. 

The rich may have renovated 
flats in pastel-coloured former 
palaces on the inner boulevard, 
only a walk away from their 
favourite restaurants and night 
dubs. But extreme poverty is the 
lot ofmosL Yesterday, the same 
newspaper reported that an old 
man had banged himself because 
he could not afford to pay for his 
wife's fbneiaL 

The danger is that Mr 
Luzhkov will be compared to 
Catherine the Great's lover, 
Grigory Potemkin, famous for 
his stage-set villages with noth- 
ing solid behind the fagade. 


Language of colour makes krasna devitsa 
a beautiful girl, not a scarlet woman 


Christopher Bellamy 

Bright colours sparkle throughout the Russian lan- 
guage and literature -a necessary antidote, perhaps, 
to the steely skies, the mod and months of sub-zero 
winter cold and snow Many have a symbolic, even mys- 
tical significance dating back to the Dark Ages. 

Red Square - Krasnaya Pbshchad - was called that 
hundreds of years before communism, and probably 
means “beautiftil” or “shining square”, in spite of 
the red brick walls of the Kremlin citadel which have 
been there since an Italian architect dggjgnwl them 
500 years ago. 

Krasny - “red" - and trashy - “beautiful" - in 
modern Russian share a common old Slavonic root. 
In ancient Russian folklore the heroine was always 
krasna devitsa -which, scholars insist, means “bean- 
tiful girl" and not “scarlet woman”. The same word 


kraato in Serbian (or in Bosnian or Croat) means 
“shining” ot; by transfer; “wonderful". And frosty sur- 
vives in its original meaning in both Serbian and mod- 
ern Russian in prtkrosny - which also means 
“wonderful". 

“Red" as a colour associated with the political 
left wing goes back to the French Revolution. It ap- 
pears in that context long before the Russian Revo- 
lution in the literature of Thrgenev; according to 
Ig Avsej of the Un i v er s ity of Westminster's Russian 
department who has recently published translations 
of Dostoevsky's Brothers Xaramazpv and Village of 
Stepanchikafo. 

Other colotOT also have symbolic meanings, though 
it is hard to pin down where they came from. The Tar- 
tar-Mongols, who ruled Russia for more than two cen- 
turies, called the new l y independent Russian Tsar in 
the late 15th centmy the “While Khan" - because, in 


the Mongol world view, white was the colour of the 
West. In more recent times, “white" became the colour 
of the pohtical right The “White Guard" -the counter- 
revolutionaries after 1917, for example. And the ex- 
treme right, or anyone associated with the 
disintegration of the Russian Empire, may be called 
“black" - the “black hundreds” of 1905-1907, for 
example. 

Even more recently other cotonrs have acquired sym- 
bolic meanings. In the Russian language, “dark blue" 
-siniy - and “light bine’' —goluboy, related to gobtb, 
a dove, are different colours. Gohibqy is slang for “gay”. 
Popular legend has it that this derives from the shoul- 
der straps in light or bright bine (the hue of the Pic- 
cadilly underground line in London) worn by the secret 
police - the NKVD or KGB. But, as any Russian 
linguist will Ml yon, Russian etymology is an inex- 
act science. 
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obituaries / gazette 

Maria Casares 


SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 


Maria Casares was the oat- 
standing French tragic actress 
of her generation. She was bora 
m Spain but, because of en- 
forced exile at the end of the 
Spanish Civil ^&r, her career 
was entirely on the French 
stage and screen. 

Unlike her seniors Edwige 
Feuillere and Madeleine R&- 
naud, she brought an atavistic 
and foreboding sense of tragic 
destiny to her performances 
that made her unsuitable for 
comedy and the lighter theatre. 
She carried on the tradition of 
Sarah Bernhardt in perfor ming 
the great roles of Greek tragedy 
and of the French classical 
theatre, Pbedre being one of her 
finest performances, but she 
also played a multiplicity of 
parts in plays by Ibsen and ear- 


ly moderns and fay contempo- 
rary playwrights including 
Brecht, Genet, Anouilh, Sartre, 
Camus, Claude] and Edward 
Bond among others. 

She introduced J.M. Synge to 
the French public with a leg- 
endary production of Deinbeof 
the Sorrows in 1942 under the 
German occupation and short- 
ly afterwards made her screen 
debut as Dubureau's wife 
Nathalie in Marcel Carnd's 
great film Les Enfants du Par- 
adis (1943). She was 21 at the 
time. 

Although she made many 
films and her electrifying pres, 
ence, with its dark beauty, in- 
nate smouldering passion and 
controlled violence - and most 
unforgettably of all her expres- 
sive eyes - made her an instant 
star, ideally suited to L tbe cine- 
ma, she was happier and more 
at home in the theatre. 

No one could portray evil, es- 
pecially evil destiny, better than 
she - Medea and Lady Macbeth 
were only two of the parts that 
gave her such opportunities - 
but she is well remembered, and 
still can be seen, in Jean 
Cocteau's classic films, Orphe'e 
(1949) and Le Testament d'Or- 
phee (1959), where she played 
Death. 


The timeless quality of her 
gythological roles was unique. 
She was an actress of great 
fflteUigence and her autobiog- 
raphy, Rdsidente privilfgiee (re- 
ferring to the words on her 
™ch identity card), published 
to 1980, testifies to her intel- 
lectual breadth, political com- 
aatment and literary skflL like 

Proust she was able to bring her 

past, especially her early Span- 
ish apaoences, into the present, 
c hrougb an association of 
objects, places, people and al- 
lusions, so that her took is a se- 
ries Of fragments linked by 
memory. 

Her knowledge and sense of 
history helped her to under- 
stand the events and motiva- 
tions that lay behind so many of 
the roles she played, and she be- 
came a real avatar of her char- 
acters on stage and screen. 
During the Spanish Civil War 
she bad been, at the age of 14, 
a voluntary nurse in Madrid 
hospitals, working to exhaustion 
tending the wounded, aware of 
real tragedy hourly before her 
eyes, and of the particularly 
Spanish stoic courage and mor- 
dant humour displayed by the 
suffering and dying Republican 
defendants of the city. Her fa- 

rV.. t-t V. y"» ■ 


was a member of the Republi- 
can government, and in 1936 he 
and the whole family just man- 
aged to flee to France before the 
border was closed. 

The next six years were dif- 
ficult for the family, staying in 
cheap hotels with tittle money, 
but Maria Casar&s learned 
French and on her 20th birth- 
day, in the Th&hre des Math- 
urins, she opened in Deirdre of 
the Sorrows , her first part, to im- 
mediate fame; and thereafter 
never looked back. 

Her incredible eyes, that 
could express anger, scorn, ha- 
tred or the menace of eternity, 
but also love and incandescent 
passion, her noble bearing, 
which made her so suitable for 
the great female dramatic parts, 
and her deep expressive voice 


attracted all the major play- 
wrights of the day, and she was 
in constant demand both for 
modern plays and by the 
great state-funded drama com- 
panies, the Com6die-Fran$ajsc 
and Jean VQaris Th&tre Na- 
tional Populalre (TNP), to 
play the classics. She was 
with the former company from 
19S2 to 1954, and opened the 
first seasons of the Avignon Fes- 
tival with VHar, which intro- 
duced her to many Shakespeare 
parts. 

She subsequently joined the 
TNP, where she starred with 
Gerard PhiUpe in Le Cid and 
in many other plays, touring 
America and Europe as well 
as playing in Paris. She app- 
eared many times with the 
Reoaud-Barrault company in 
their seasons at the Od&ra and 
during Jean- Louis Barrault's 
later odysseys in improvised 
theatrical spaces, after de 
Gaulle removed the subsidy in 
1968. 

Maria Casares was a private 
person who liked to return to 
her house in the country, in 
Brittany, to prepare her parts, 
think and read. She married an- 
other actor, “Dade” SchJesser, 
in 1978, with whom she had 
played together on the stage 
for many years, especially at 
the TNP, where he was only ju- 
nior to Vllar; he was an Alsat- 
ian of gypsy origin. His sardonic 
sense of humour - during the 
Second Wbrld War he was im- 
prisoned for five days for say- 
ing to a German officer with a 
straight face that he had never 
heard of Adolf Hitler - and 
philosophical bent exactly 
matched her own, and he be- 
came the companion of her lat- 
er years. She was on the stage 
until only a few months before 
her death. 

John Caider 

Maria Casares, actress: bom La 
Coruna, Spain 21 November 
1922: married 1978 Dadd 
Schlesser; died La Rochelle, 
France 22 November 1996. 



Smouldering passion and controlled violence: Canrfts in 1963 


Photograph: Hulton Getty 


Dame Penelope Jessel 


Few of the thousands of people 
who came into contact with 
Penelope Jessel in her varied 
political, educational and char- 
itable activities knew much 
about her personally, other 
than that she was elegant, amus- 
ing and seemingly possessed a 
boundless energy. She was far 
too passionate about issues and 
other people to waste time 
talking about herself Yet her life 
was the stuff of fiction, part An- 
thony TVoliope. part Evelyn 

V&ugh- 

Her social and political con- 
cerns took her to many places 
where there was deprivation or 
conflict, be it the East End of 
London during the Second 
Worid 'War, or the West Bank 
at the time of the Palestinian in- 
tifada. In her sixties and early 
seventies, when most ladies in 
possession of a chocolate-box 
cottage in an English country 
village would have chosen to 
stay pul there, she was still re- 
lentlessly travelling, sleeping 
out under the stars with the 
Polisario women of the western 
Sahara, or silting in a mud 
hut in a remote part of south- 
east Angola, whue Jonas Sav- 
imbi's rebel commanders tried 
to persuade her that they were 



Jessel: like a jolly and elder sister of Pussy Galore’ 


really liberal Democrats at 
heart. 

Penelope was the third of the 
five children of the fine but ex- 
tremely’ difficult Oxford book- 
seller «td publisher Sir Basil 
Blackwell. As a girl, Penny 
would have no major stake in 
the family business, though 
having an elder brother at the 
Dragon School in Oxford 
meant that she was able go 
there. Following a spell at St 


Leonard's girls' boarding school 
in St Andrews she went up to 
Somerville College, Oxford, to 
read Greats; a c ademica ll y bril- 
liant and beautiful, she seemed 
doubly blessed. 

The Second World War 
broke out, and she joined the 
ATS. Then in 1940, at the age 
of 20, she married Robert Jes- 
sel whom she had met at 
Oxford. There was bitter op- 
position from her father, part- 


ly because the Jesse Is were of 
Manchester Jewish immigr ant 
stock - though in fact Robert's 
father, a doctor, had married 
out of and abandoned his faith- 

Bobbie Jessel went on to be- 
come Defence Correspondent 
of the Times. But the couple's 
happiness was relatively short- 
lived. He died of leukaemia in 
1954, leaving Penelope a young 
widow with two young sons to 
care for - Stephen and David, 
both later journalists. She re- 
sponded to the challenge by ac- 
quiring qualifications- that 
enabled ber to become an adult 
education lecturer in social ad- 
ministration and soda! work, 
notably at Plater College in 
Oxford. 

Unlike many professionals in 
those fields, she did not become 
an ardent Labour supporter. In- 
stead, inspired by Jo Grimond's 
vision of a liberal revival, she 
joined the Liberal Party and 
carried its banner in naif a 
dozen parliamentary elections 
in the 1960s and early 1970s, in 
various hopeless seats. 

She fought the Mayl965 by- 
election in Birmingham Hall 
Green, operating out of a poky 
caravan. The contest was unin- 
spiring and low-key, but Pene- 


lope added colour to it, the 
Times reported, by looking “like 
a jolly and elder sister of Pussy 
Galore". The young Peter Pres- 
ton, writing in the Gthmban, de- 
clared that she was “one of the 
most adroit and charming can- 
vassers extant”. It was all to no 
avail; the Conservative cruised 
comfortably to victory, though 
Penny Jessel did avoid the 
classic third party squeeze. 

Denied the opportunity of 
serving in the House of Com- 
mons, she devoted herself to 
working both inside and outside 
the liberal Party on women’s is- 
sues and international affairs. 
From 1985 to 1988 she was the 
party’s International Officer 
(unpaid), having already be- 
come a familiar figure at Lib- 
eral International Congresses. 
She was hurt by the way she was 
eased out of that position, to 
make way for a younger (paid) 
person. But she had the conso- 
lation of being made a Dame in 
1987, to mark the centenary of 
the Women’s Liberal Federa- 
tion. Had the Liberals had a 
more generous allocation of 
peerages, she would have had 
a strong claim to one of those. 

Jessel listed among her recre- 
ations looking at churches and 


gardens. The reality behind 
those innocent-sounding occu- 
pations was years of fierce 
campaigning on conservation 
matters, especially in Oxford- 
shire; she was a tenacious fight- 
er and a ferocious letter-writer 
when the subject was dear to her 
heart. . 

She was also a chain- 
smoker of formidable propor- 
tions. Eating in restaurants with 
her became a battle of wits to 
see if one could eat slowly 
enough to prevent her lighting 
up between all the courses. 
She usually won. 

She bore the cancer that 
killed her with immense digni- 
ty and carried on ber voluntary 
work, mainly for the Liberal 
think-tank the John Stuart M3J 
Institute, right up until her 
death. 

Jonathan Fryer 


Penelope Blackwell, political ac- 
tivist and lecturer: bom Oxford 
2 January 1920; President, 
Women's Liberal Federation 
1970-72; International Officer, 
Liberal Party 1985-88; DBE 
19S7; married 1940 Robert 
Jessel (died 1954; two sons); 
died Cassington, Oxfordshire 2 
December 1996. 


Marg^retPollard 


“Every tradition was once an in- 
novation and every antique a 
red-hot artefact," Margaret RH- 
\ard wrote in 1947, in Cornwall, 
her book about her adoptive 
area. I inking the past and the 
present was very much part 
her life; she was bom in 1903. 
and her life spanned vast mate- 
rial changes and drifts in attitude- 

Illustrated by Sven Berlin, 
Cornwall remains a period piece 
of post-war Cornwall, before 
massive changes destroyed its 
idiosyncratic past. Humorous, 
perceptive, and intelligent, it 
crystallised that period, though 
her conclusions on the value of 
identity and difference are soil 
relevant. It is dedicated to the 
Bishop of Thiro, Dr J. W Hnn- 
inn T for whom Pollard had 
worked as secretary. She ends 
the book with an exhortation; 
" Bedheugh bynadta Kemewdc’ - 
“Be forever Coroish". 

In 1938, POliard had become 
a Coraish-language bard, a 
member of the Cornish Gor- 
sedd, who gather to celebrate 
the culture of Cornwall and act 

to protect its linguistic and cul- 
tural traditions. She took the 
name Arlodhes Ywerdhon - 
“Irish Lady” - after a rock off 
Land's End, so called in memo- 
ry of a shipwrecked Irishwoman 
marooned on the windswept 
rock, who could not be resoied, 
and whose ghost is said to 
appear in stormy weather. 

Pollard published Bermans 
Afysaryn in 1941, a pastiche on 
the ancient Cornish Miracle 
Plays, one of the main sources 
for modern Cornish. Carader, 
the first Grand Bard, called it 
an important work in “Dassergfr- 
vansKemewek ", the “revival of 
'Comish". She was also the 
Goisedd harpist for many years, 
playing a small Irish harp. 

An intellectual and romantic 
idealist, Pollard was also in- 
tensely practical, an expert em- 
broiderer, an authority cm goats, 
and a worker for the conserva- 
tion of ComwalL For 14 years 
she was the Comish secretary 
of the Council for the Protec- 
tion of Rural England, and she 
fought to protect Cornwall from 
insensitive over-development. 
In one of her poems, based on 
the rhythm of “WIddecombe 
Fair”, she summons supporters: 

For they be a-building in Wide- 
moutb Bay, 

With their bungalows, garages, 

cinemas, restaurants, tea-houses, 
caravans, 

Jeny- built vjQas and ah . . . 

Another of Pollard's songs 
celebrated the saving of Mayon 
Cliff, 39 acres at Land's End, 
from “bricks and a load of con- 
crete". She was a staunch sup- 
porter of the National Trust m 
Cornwall, and was part of “Fer- 
guson’s Gang", an anonymous . 
group which helped with fund- 
ing to save the Comish coastline. 
Secretly, a member would arrive 
at National Trust headquarters 
in London, leaving a pseudonym 
to identify themselves (Pollard's 
was Bill Stickers), drop the 
money and disappear. 


. ,qr 7 ch C became a 
church on the** of ^ 


Portal and St 

stone; her 

of the prime minister w.b. 

Gladstone. Her 
scanty, but she inherited her fa 
ther's academic interests, and, 
^ died in 1920, she went 
up to Newnham CoUeg^, Cmn- 
bndge, where she was the first 

woman to gain f* 151 das* ^ on " 
Surs in Oriental 1MW 
Sanskrit and Pali. In 19?^ she 
received her PhD, and later 
published articles on Sanskrit 
and Eastern Christian texts. 

In 1928, she married Captain 
Frank Pollard, an authority on 
Cornish history, a county- coun- 
cillor and naval captain - he was 



PoBard: “Be forever Cornish’ 

later known simply as “Cap'n 
Pollard". They enjoyed sailing 
together. In Truro, they lived in 
harmony, lx>th pursuing then- 
own interests in fulfilling lives. 

I ri ng before Captain Pol- 
lard died in 1968, she began 
giving away her worldly pos- 
sessions. In old age, she lived 
cheerfully in one room in hap- 
py and what was to her com- 
fortable untidiness. She was 
still humorous, winy, perceptive, 
a commentator on the 
around her. A tall, stati 
figure, dressed in long 
and with a scarf tied round her 
head, she remained a European 
scholar, a romantic Cornish 
enthusiast, but above all a 
caring and committed Catholic. 

She continued to work into 
her seventies, with translations 
from Church Slavonic, and she 
composed witty, singable ffymns 
in Latin, Comish and English. 
She collected funds for black 
nuns in South Africa, and, near 
her 80th birthday, led a 
pilgrimage to South Germany. 

Ann Thevenen Jenkfn 

Margaret Steuan Gladstone, writer; 
bard and Sanskrit scholar bom 1 
March 19Q3; married 1928 Frank 
Pollard (died 1968); died Truro, 
Cornwall 13 November 1996. 


Idries Shah 


I was surprised to read In 
Robert Cecil’s obituary of Idries 
Shah (26 November] the fol- 
lowing, writes Beryl Graves. 
When to 1967 [Robert] Gravespnb- 
lished his new translation of Omar 
KhayyStn, challenging Edward 
Fitzgerald’s refusal to treat the Per- 
sian Kbayy&m as a Sufipoet, critics 
saw a chance to attack Shah, despite 
the tod that be had had no hand in 
Graves’s version. 


Idries Shah was a dose frienS 
of my husband, and the trans- 
lation was a collaboration with 
his brother Omar Ali-Sbah, 
based on the 12th -century text 
which belonged to the Shah 
family. Although he never ac- 
tually saw the text, because of 
his friendship with Idries Shah 
Graves had complete faith in its 
authenticity. 


Births, 



BIRTHS 

DfGrUUO: Daniel Rae, bora I De- 
cember 19% to Josephine (u4c 
Lawlor) and Romano. Greatest 
thanb> to ail at King’s Hospital, SE5. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions. Morrioacs, Deaths. Mono- 
rial services. Wedding jumivtrsaxtes, In 
Mcmoriam) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Edhoc The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary WbmC Lon- 
don E145DL. telephoned Bo 0171-2*3 
2011 |24-bour answering machine 
0171-293 20I2| or Cased to 0171-293 
2010, and arc charged al £650 a line 
I VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 

noancrsMnts (notices, hmetians. Forth- 
coming marriages. Montages) most be 
submitted in writing toe tend) and m 
charged at £10 a tfae. VAT extra. TUey 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone numbes. 


Luncheons 

Saints and Sinners Club 
The Saints and Sinners Christmas 
Luncheon was heU yesterday at the 
Savoy Hotel, London WC2. Sir Gay 
Kindcrvlcy was to the chair, Mr Ter- 
ry Waite, Mr Robbie Glen, Mi Col- 
in Inpleby-Mackemzic and Mr Neil 
Benson also spoke. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Prion Edward today attends the ntgty 
nufdi heiMxn the barbarians and Aus- 
tralia at TVidicnkun. Middlesex. 

Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: The Household Cavalry Mourn- 
ed Nceimeni mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard at Hone Guards. I lam. TO- 
MORROW. The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Lite Guard at Hone Guards. I lam: 1st 
Uatlalkm Irish Gtords owuils the Q-«xn s 

Guard, at BlKfcittgbani Palace. lUttam. 
Kind provided bv the Irish Guards. 


Birthdays 

TODAYS Sir Fred Atkinson, econo- 
mist, 77; Miss Ellen Burstyn, actress, 
64; Professor Noam Chomsky, lin- 
guist, 68; Mr Donald Crichton- 
Mlller, former headmaster and rugby 
international. 90; Lord Elystan- 
Morgan, circuit judge and fanner MR 
64; Mr David Evans, trade unionist, 
6); Mr Katie Fosse rt, textile design- 
er, 59; Professor Su Abraham Gold- 
berg. physician. 73; Professor 
Norman Gowar, Principal, Royal 
HoQoway and Bedford New College, 
London, 56: Sir Bryan Hop kin, econ- 
omist, Si Mr Geoff Lawson, crick- 
eter. 38; The Countess of Limerick, 
Chairman Emeritus, British Red 
Cross Society, 61; Mr Mike Nolan, 
singer, 42; Mr Edmundo Ros, band- 
leader, 86; Sir Sydney Samuelson, first 
British Film Commissioner, 71: Dr 
Mario Soares, president of Portugal, 
72: The Rev RonaW ’frounson. for- 
mer Principal. St Chad’s College, 
Durham, 70; Mr Eli WaUacfc. film ac- 
tor. 81; Mbs Helen Watts, concert 
and opera singer, 69. 

TOMORROW; Sir Ralph Carr- 
Ettisoo, Lord-Lieutenant of fyne 
and Wear, 71; Mr Julian Critchley 
MP. 66; Mr Harold Elletsan MP, 36; 
Professor Si Roger EHiotu physicist, 
68; Richard Fleischer, film director, 
80; Mr Lucian Freud, painter, 74; Mr 
James Galway, flautist, 57; Sir de va- 
lient Grand, former leader. South 
African United Parly, 83; Mrs 
Pauline Green, MEP, 48; Mi Ian 
Gicig, cricketer, 41; Mr Geoff Hurst, 
footballer, 55; Mr Stephen Jefferies, 
cricketer, 39; Sir Peter Levcce, day- 
man and chief executive. Canary 
Wharf, 55; Miss Jenny Linden, oc- 
tree. 56; Mr Terry McDermott, foot- 
baller, 45; Sir Jonathan Parker, High 
Court judge, 59; Lord Prys-Davies. 
solicitor and politician, 73; Sir 
Bernard Rix, High Court judge, 52: 
Mr Paul Rutherford, singer. 37; Mr 
Maximilian Schell, actor. 66; Dr 
Sir Alan Stewart, former Vice- 
Chancellor of Massey University. 79; 
Mr Michael Unger, Editor, Man- 
duster fit wins Sews. S3; Mr David 
Vcrey, chief executive and chairman. 


Lazard Brothers, 46; Sir William 
Wood, former Second Crown Estate 
Commissioner, 80. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Gian LoTenzo 
Bernini, sculptor, 1598: Allan Cun- 
ningham, poet, 1784; Joseph Seven!, 
painter, 1793; Wflla Sflxrt Co the r. 
novelist, 1S76; Arthur Joyce Lusei 
Cary, author. 1888; Stuart Davis, ab- 
stract painter. 1894. Deaths: Sir Pe- 
ter Lely (Pieter van dcr Faes). 
portrait painiei, 1680; Algernon Sid- 
ney, republican and patriot, be- 
headed, 1683; Meindert Hobbema, 
landscape painter, 1709; Marshal 
Michel Ney, soldier, executed for 
treason, 1815; William Biigh. captain 
of the Bounty, 1817; John Flarman. 
sculptor, 1826; Sir Frederick Treves, 
physician. 1923: Tboniton Niven 

wader, novelet, 1975: Robert Ranke 

Graves, poet, 19S5; Kathleen Harri- 
son. actress, 1995. On this day: 
William Pitt the Younger became 
prime minister. 1783; Gilbert aud Sul- 
livan’s The Gondoliers was first pro- 
duced, 1889; an imperial edict 
authorised all Chinese to cut their 
pigtails, 1911: David Lloyd George 
became British prime minister, 1916; 
the 5m parliament of the Irish Free 
Slate met. electing Wffliam Thomas 
Cosgrave as president, 1922; the 
parliament of Northern Ireland vot- 
ed against being included to ibe Irish 
Free State, 1922 Japanese aircraft at- 
tacked Pearl Harbor, l9il\ApoOQ 17 
was launched from Cape Kennedy, 
1972. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Ambrose of Milan, Sl Buithe or 
Boethius, St Eniychianos, St Martin 
of Saujon and Sf Servus. 

TOMORROW Births: Horace 
(Quintus Horathis FlaccusJ.poet, 65 
BC; Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, 
1542; George Alfred Henty, author 
of boys' books, 1832; Aristide Mail- 
lol, sculptor, 1861; Geoiges-Leon 
Jules-Marie Feydeau, playwright, 
1862; Jean Julius Christian Sibelius, 
composer, 1865; George Norman 
Douglas, diplomat and writer, 1868; 
Padraic CoJum, poet. 1881; James 
Grover Thurbcr.wit and cartoonist. 


1894. Deaths: John Pym, statesman, 
1643; Thomas Comdlie, playwright, 
1709; Thomas De Qutocey, aut h or. 
1859; Herbert Spencer, writer and 
philosopher, 1903; Gertrude JekyU, 
landscape architect, 1932; Gotda 
Me tr (Goldie Mabovitch), sales- 
woman. I97S; John Winston Lennon, 
former Beatle, shot in New York 
1980. On this day: Prince Albert Ed- 
ward (later King Edward VTB .be- 
came Prince of Whies, 1S41; Pbpe 
Pius IX promulgated the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception, 1854; 
Clifton Suspension Bridge was 
opened. 1864; the German fleet was 
sunk to the Battle of the Fhlkland Is- 
lands, 1914: the London to Australia 
airmail service was begun, 1934; 
Germany launched her first aircraft- 
cauier, the Graf Zeppelin, 1938: 
Great Britain, Australia and the 
United States declared war on Japan, 

1941; the Chinese Nationalist gov- 
ernment transferred its capital from 

mainland ftiinH toThipcfa, obThlWHll 

island, 1949; Arthur Scargfll was 
elected president of the National 

Union of Mmeworkeis, 1981; Ronald 
Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev 
signed an agreement eliminating all 
ground-based intermediate-range 

nuclear missiles, 19S7. Ibmorrow is 
the Feast Day of The Immaculate 
Conception, St Fucharnis, St Pat- 
apius, St Rosutric and Sophronius of 
Cypres. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis, 
“Christmas (i): Gossaen, The Ado- 
ration of the MagT, 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Anna 
Contadini, “Islamic Glass". 230pm. 
late Gallery; Laurence Bradbury, 
“Bridging the Generation Gaps to 
Art”, l pm. 

British Museum: Richard WoK. 
“Some Images of Women to Fifth- 
century Athens”, 1.15pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery; Laurence Bradbury, 
“Works of Memorable Simplicity^, 
230pm. 


Art and the world as God wants it to be 


The concordat between religion and art 
occasionally creates uneasiness, although 
art tends to win at the end: the painters 
of the Renaissance had their own agen- 
da to which their patrons surrendered. In 
our sanctuaries we gratefully accept the 
artists’ creations and add our own religious 
interpretations; or we accept their vision, 
which may be a new teaching. 

Bezalel, in the Torah, was shown the Di- 
vine pattern which had to be followed 
strictly, but then he was only an artisan. 
The Menorah (candelabra) in Solomon’s 
Tbmple is not copied in traditional syna- 



reason 


gogues out of respect to the uniqueness 
of the Temple. In our homes, du ri n g 
Chanukah days in the past, we did have 
nine-branched candelabras twisted mto 
all possible forms - new artistic visions 
are encouraged here. Yet the sanctuary 
remains a special domain. 

Is that always true? Last mouth I went 
to Berlin to dedicate an altar in a church. 
A job fora rabbi? I thought so. The com- 
munity was consecrating Ofctifr in the Holo- 
caust, a triptych designed by the London 
sculptor and psychoanalyst Ismond Rosen, 
who had just died. Dt Rosen had suffered 
from motor neurone disease and, at the 
end, could barely move one finger and. 
blink with his eye. Yet, assisted fry his 
daughter and wife, he also designed an al- 
tar on his computer which wiD now stand 
before the triptych. The dedication was at- 
tended by the Prime Minister of Branden- 
burg. Manfred Siolpe; Bishop Wblfgang 
Huber of Berlin, who flew back from Sara- 
jevo in order to participate; the mayor of 
Berlin; Canon Paul Oestreicher; and by 
me. The German dignitaries were united 
in their statements that the guilt of Ger- 
man Christians and of the Church during 
the Holocaust had to be acknowledged; 
and that prayer in the Church was 
strengthened by the knowledge that the 
Jew Jesus would have died at Auschwitz. 


As the Jewish festival of 
Chanukah begins, Rabbi 
Albeit H. Fnedlander reflects 
on a triptych by a Jewish artist 
unveiled in a Christian church 
in Berlin last month. 


How could there be prayers in this Ger- 
man church without the awareness of the 
Holocaust? Canon Oestreicher remind- 
ed them that this triptych had stood in St 
Paul’s Cathedral in London, but that it had 
a mission to fulfil in Beilin; this was the 
Jewish artist's gift to the German people. 

Asa rabbi and friend of the Rosen fam- 
ily, I pointed out that the artist had also 
been a healer, and there was an inner trau- 
ma within that community which would 
open themselves to an artist's vision and 
its ethical, religious message. Germany had 
just acknowledged that reparations must 
be paid to Guernica’s citizens, victims of 
a German air attack over half a century 
ago. Surely, it was Picasso's Guernica , 
one of the great masterpieces of 20th- 
century art, which had kept the memory 
of that crime alive. The German theolo- 
gian Paul Tfllich. looking at Guernica , trad 
written: “He who can hear and express 
meaninglessness shows list he experiences 
meaning within the desert of meaning- 
lessness.” Language and poetry, accord- 
ing to the German thinker Adorno, had 
died after Auschwitz. Was this true of art 
as well? Kant's Third Critique had rescued 
art as the “asymptotic embodiment of hu- 
man, rational, ethical values"; and his Jew- 


ish successor Hermann Cohen wrote: 
‘Ait depicts the Messiah; that is, art is man’s 
anticipatory construction of the world as 
it ought to be, as God wants it to be." 

In the synagogue one does not adore 
the utensils of worship. The menorah, the 
covers of the Torah, and the curtains of 
the Holy Ark are there to lead us to the 
awareness of the Holy, to the ethical com- 
mandments which stand behind each act 
of prayer. Religion does control art in the 
sanctuary and in the Jewish home. The 
Qianukah menorah was placed in the win- 
dows of the borne to proclaim the mira- 
cle of faith which suroves darkness. And 
at the doorway of oar homes we affix the 
memzah: a capsule containing our central 
prayers affirming the Oneness of God. En- 
tenng or leaving through the door, one kiss- 
es that beautifully fashioned artefact 
Sometimes, as in the case of Guernica, 
an independent statement is made by the 
artist which challenges the faith, the com- 
munity. society. Last week, on World Aids 
Day. the curator of Judaica at the Judah 
L, Magnes Jewish Museum in California 
wanted to bring the community to full 
awareness of this plague in the world. An 
artist created a special installation which 
incorporated a door frame that had a 
mezmak affixed to it, a capsule filled with 
bis own Aids-infected blood. One kisses 
zmezuzahW An Aids-infectedmcicaA? 
Art has its own independent message, even 
when, as in this case, there was a mixed re- 
sponse. And each century finds ways of ex- 
presang the frightening dimeosioas of life* 
Goya's dark pictures of war in the Pra- 
do have moved me more to tears than most 
sermons (there, I may ay for other rea- 
sons). And when 1 stood in front of Ismond 
Rosen’s Christ in die Holocaust, 1 realised 
that some Christians must have been up- 
set - but all of them learnt something at 
this point which belongs in both church and 

synagogue: compassion for die suffering. 
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The West can weaken the Balkan strongmen 



O ne year after the end of the Bosnian 
war, there are fresh political upheavals 
m former Yugoslavia - but this time the 
upheavals may bring a brighter future for the 
people of this long-troubled region of Europe. 
The daily street demonstrations in Belgrade 
against President Slobodan Milosevic of Ser- 
bia, and recent protests in Zagreb against Pres- 
Went Franjo "ludjman of Croatia, show that 
an increasingly large number of Serbs and 
Croats want a change from the diet of author- 
itarian nationalism on winch they have b een 
fed throughout the 1990s. The demonstrators 
, 'want democracy, an end to official corruption, 
media free of state control, and civil rights — 

in short, everything that people elsewhere in 
Eastern Europe won in 1989, but which Mr 
! : Milosevic and Mr Tudjman correctly regard 
• as threats to their personal authority. 

It is no coincidence that the popular chal- 
lenges to the strongmen of Serbia and Croa- 
tia have arisen since the end of the 1991-95 
wars in former Yugoslavia. During the con- 
flicts, only a minority of brave individ uals dared 
raise the banner of criticism and tatw. the risk 
of being branded as traitors by their rulers. 
Tbday, a Serb or Croat who demands politi- 
Ycal reforms and civil liberties cannot be 
accused of jeopardising his country’s existence, 
for the wars are over and the Serbian and Croa- 
tian governments no longer have the right, if 
ever they did, to insist on meek sub missi on to 
authority in the name of national unity. 


Predictably, the ruling parties in Belgrade 
and Zagreb -- the Socialist Party of Serbia and 
Croatian Democratic Union - have reacted 
to the popular unrest by condemning “foreign 
interference” in their countries’ internal 
affairs. How often we used to hear such grcwL 
ing from the likes of Nicolae Ceausescu, Erich 
Honecker and Gustav Husak in the Eastern' 
Europe of the 1980s. little good did it do 
those small dictators, and little good will it do 
Mr Milosevic and Mr Tudjman, for the fun- 
damental pressure for change is coming 
from within their societies, not from outride. 

In Serbia, the street protests were triggered 
by the transparently unfair decision of the 
authorities to annul municipal election vic- 
tories for the opposition Zajedno (Together) 
Coalition in Belgrade and other large towns. 
But the popular discern tent had deeper roots, 
tying in years of economic mismanagement, 
social hardship and the perception of the rul- 
ing dlite as a group that has enriched itself in 
the company of war profiteers and gangsters. 
Even if Mr Milosevic ultimately allow the 
opposition to take power at local government 
level, the pressure for reform is unlikely to 
disappear. 

In Croatia’s case, about 100,000 people 
demonstrated in Zagreb last month in protest 
at the government’s decision to ban the 
city’s only independent radio station. 
Although die government soon reversed the 
decision, its attempts to mmole freedom of 



expression have been one of the most con- 
sistent and least attractive features of Mr 
Tudjman’s six years in power. Like Mr Milo- 
sevic in Belgrade, he has also dug a hole for 
himself by ref using to recognise an opposi- 
tion victory in municipal elections in Zagreb. 

Tar from sponsoring popular protest in Ser- 
bia and Croatia, Western governments have, 
if any thing, displayed considerable caution in 
expressing support for the pro-democracy 
forces in Belgrade and Zagreb. Their message 
seems to be that democratic change would be 
welcome, and that violent repression of the 
opposition would certainty be unacceptable, 
but that other factors need to be kept in mind. 
This refers above all to the supposedly cru- 
cial role of Mr Milosevic and Mr Tudjman in 
keeping Bosnia at peace. 

But are the two leaders really doing all they 
can to uphold the Dayton peace settlement 
for Bosnia? As was made dear during this 
week’s conference on Bosnia in London. Mr 
Milosevic in particular seems to have noth- 
ing but contempt for one of Dayton's central 
provisions - the capture of indicted war crim- 
inals and their transfer to the United Nations 
tribunal in The Hague for trial. For all his dis- 
putes with the Bosnian Serb leadership, 
there is little doubt that Mr Milosevic could 
exert pressure in the necessary direction if he 
so chose. As for Mr Tbdjman. he continues 
to support separatist Bosnian Croats who wish 
to merge with Croatia rather than make a suc- 


cess of Bosnia's Muslim-Croat Federation. 
The Bosnian Croats’ mini-state. Herzeg- 
Bosnia, was officially abolished last summer, 
but continues to exist in practice, flyinc the 
Croatian flag and using the Croatian currency. 
There is every reason to suppose that Mr 
Tudjman still harbours a vision of a Greater 
Croatian state. 

The year-old peace in Bosnia is like the 
proverbial glass which, depending on one's 
perspective, is either half-full or half-empty. 
The peace has held, and that is partly because 
the Serbian and Croatian leaders have helped 
to keep it. But the peace is also fragile, and 
that is because some of their policies contin- 
ually undermine it. 

Western governments should recognise 
that a change of leadership in Belgrade and 
Zagreb would not necessarily jeopardise the 
Dayton settlement. The Serbian and Croat- 
ian oppositions are clear that they support 
peace in Bosnia. Anything less, and they know 
that they would be pariahs on the interna- 
tional stage. 

More broadly, it would surely be desirable 
to see less nationalistic, less authoritarian 
governments in Serbia and Croatia. Perhaps 
Mr Milosevic and Mr Tudjman have it 
within themselves to change. But the more 
they prove themselves unwilling to abide by 
European standards of democracy and civil 
liberty, the less they deserve to be propped 
up by us. 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 

Abortion: time to speak out for a right women thought they had won 


Sir. So the “pro-life” brigade is on 
the march again. They have an 
inbuilt campaigning advantage 
because the most fervent supporter 
of free choice can only say, at best, 
that abortion is the lesser of two 
evils. They are also at an advantage 
since those of us who have bad 
abortions do not wish to advertise the 
fact: we have friends and relations 
who might be distressed, or we 
sinIMy prefer not to acknowledge 
ana discuss a negative experience. 

I think the time has come for us to 
speak out. I have had an abortion, 
and I am grateful that the law and the 
British Pregnanty Advisory Service 
made the experience as on-traumatic 
as it could be. Yes, I have since 
wondered whether I made the right 
decision- but I have wondered mat 


adult life. No, I have never suffered 
agonies guilt or remorse, and for me 
H was no worse than an eaify 
miscarriage (which Fve also 
experienced). 

I supported the right to choose 
abortion before I was faced with the 
choice myself, and I continue to 
support it now; and I urge every 
reader who can say the same to speak 
out with me. 

SARAH GILBERT 
Onrertot Shropshire 

Sir: I write to applaud and support 
Suzanne Moore (6 December). 

Nearing seventy now, I lived as an 
adult through decades before the 
Abortion Act and knew just how 
awful things were for women 


pregnant without wanting to be. 

I had truly thought a battle had 
been definitively won and that those 
days simpty would not retrim, any 
more than tfxat people would return to 
thinking the earth to be flat So when 
the press has recently been reporting a 
serious political movement towards 
removing the possibility (far from a 
right, even under present legislation) 
of legal abortion, my heart has sunk. 

I hope that the rest of the sflent 
majority will become noisy against 
what dares to call itself the pro-life 
movement More, let os be 
unequivocal and say that the law 
should be changed to make the 
choice of eaify abortion an 
unqualified right for women. 

ianlesue • 

London SE24 


Sin Imogen Caterer (letter, 4 
December), seems to suggest that pro- 
lifers do not value single mothers. Is 
she unaware of all the caring work 
carried out quietly by life and other 
such organisations year in and year 
out? Life helps thousands of women 
every year providing follow-up care for 
many unsupported mothers, material 
help inducting baby clothes and 
equipment, and accommodation in 
over 50 life houses. 

life’s philosophy is defined as 
“respect for every human life from 
conception until natural death” and so 
covers categories she mentions such as 
the disabled. Of course Life would like 
to campaign on wider issues than 
abortion, and does so wherever 
possible, but unlike the abortion 
services, pro-life groups receive no 


government funding, and there is a 
limit to what can be done by unpaid 
volunteers. Therefore the focus has to 
be an the crisis of 4 minion unborn 
babies having been legally destroyed 
in this so-called civilised country. Thai 
is enough to be going cm with. 

JEAN PAYNE 
Hereford Life Group 

Sin “The anti-abortionists are very 
clever at manipulating the media. By 
focusing on particular and 
sometimes harrowing cases ...**- 
Suzanne Moore (6 December) . 

Was it not precisely the focusing 
on particular and harrowing cases 
back in the Sixties that led to the 
Abortion ReformAct? 

The Rev DAVID PERRY 
Hull 


Wasteful ferries criss-cross Europe 


Sir. Sarah Helm’s article about the 
doubling of traffic through the 
Brenner Pass (4 December) touches 
on a wider issue, which affects every 
town and village in every EU country. 
Freedom from trade barriers has 
come to mean the freedom to send 
anything to anywhere, by road, if the 
supplier can make a profit. And 
profit to the supplier always means a 
loss to the environment which, will 
never appear in the accounts. 

In recent months I have been aware 
of sandwiches being delivered daily 
jjkm Nottingham to Stuttgart; 
American wine being bottied in 
Belgium and driven to Scotland; and 
Bavarian potatoes being driven 
through the Brenner Pass to Italy to be 
washed, and then back again to the 


potato crisp factory. Any supermarket 
shelfwin reveal the extent to whkh 
foodstuffs criss-cross Europe. And 
foodstuffs are only part of fee problem. 

Of course, free trade brings 
benefits, and foe road builders kwe it 
But let us not forget the cost of bypass 
after bypass; the motorways and 
tunnels; the fumes and fltaess; the 
noise and ugliness. The loss of 
production jobs tends to be in 
marginal areas, where there is Kttle 
chance to create them through 
substitution. We arc in desperate need 
of a European policy to ensure that 
road usee properly costed, across the 
Umon.'frade would not come to a 
halt, but it would steer closer to sanity. 

DAVID BRANCHER 
Abergavenny, Gwent 


Falling into the cute, furry animal trap 

Sir: Richard D North’s well- EU-wide ban on leghold traps, 

researched article (5 December) is a "toothed, steel-jawed traps (banned 

most welcome contribution toward in Canada I) are sold in Belgium, with 

finally having a balanced debate on Germany being an important 

for and the trapping of wild animals. manufacturer. Steel-jawed Jeghold 

■ We never seem to get beyond traps are also used in France, yet we 

loo king after cute furrv animals in see no massive advertising campaigns 

far-away countries, though less than by animal rights and welfare groups. 

10 per cent of wild-caught animals With or without a fur trade, 

end up in the fur trade. Several trapping will continue. It is about 

million animals (including many fur- time that the anxmal wdfare groups 
bearers) are trapped and killed in moved on from publicity gimmicks 

Europe each year, vet their plight is against for and used theirresources 

largely ignored. A fox trapped m constructively by supporting research 

France deserves to die as humanefy into developing the best posable 

as a furry muskrat in Canada. traps. That would indeed represent 

One might well ask why Peta's real progress in animal welfare, 

campaign against the leghold trap DEERDRE DEADY 

ignores its use in Europe. There is no Brussels 

^>eers have no right Schools should teach 
to scupper reform the poor to cook 

Sir Baron Cecil (otherwise known as Sir: Could I suggest that neitiier the 
Viscount Cranbome) may be 

considered by our political elite to be November! norl^ul Ashton (3 ^ 
a member oflhe “most distinguished December) hashit foe nail oathe 
dynasty in 400 vears of British head about malnutrition m fow- 

nolitics" (“A lordlv plot to save their income groups. 

4 December)- But to most of The main reason, I feel, isfoat 

us. he has no moral authority on whfeh many people do not have sufitoent 

Ir illhknlans to scunner possible knowledge of nutrition, and moreover 
SSlSSff they cannot cook, Why? Asa result of 

broucht forward by a new government foe demise ofHome Economics m 

elected by the people of the UK. tl i e ^"!S£ ourschools ‘ 

Of course, we should not forget Mrs S E CX 3WIN 

otrr history. It is important that Crewe, Cheshire 

democratic reform keeps these 

traditions and practices which work « , 

effectively, in order to maintain our JlOI and COHl 

own distinctive jwht to re. But ^ ^ ^ noticeable that most people 

™ a " have already adopted the Caans sale 

Kh Shruusb a male line of for cold conditiotLS (wemdetslaod 

5s3§£iS““ SE5SSES— 

Granborae’s actions canonfy DAVID MILLER . 

demonstrate to us that reform of foe Norwich 
House of Lords is lcmg overdue. — r~_~ „ h _ n | J h» a riA«8edtoLi 

ANDREW PUDDEPHATT Ultsm ^ 8171-250 »S6 

Director, Charter 88 Lettcn way he edited f 

London EC l 



Vive le g£n£ral: crowds greet D© Gaulle in Quebec, 1967 


‘Foreign occupation’ drove Quebeckers into the arms of P&tain 


Sir: If it is pointed out that Quebec 
people were “Vichyjsts”, or more 
precisely “P6tainists” in foe Forties, 
(report, 7 November; letter, 12 
November) it may be interesting to 
mention that they gave De Gaulle a 
particularly warm welcome in 1967, 

leading him to respond with his 
famous call. “Vrve le Quebec UbreT 
In 1940, most French Canadians 
indeed placed their confidence m 
Marshal P Stain, who assumed foe 
tragedy of defeat. It was much the 
same in France. It was only gradually 


that the French acknowledged, as the 
great resistance fighter Colonel 
Rfmy put it, that if retain was a 
shield, De Gaulle was foe sword. 

Quebec people went through a 
similar evolution. But another feeling, 
more particular to them, ex plains 
their first reaction. They had no 
sympathy for Hitler, but the British 
army, awaited in France asa liberator, 
was for Quebeckers one of the forces 
that had subjected their country to 
two centuries of foreign domination. 

In 1967, De Gaulle observed iL 


While crossing the country from 
Quebec to Montreal he was greeted 
by an enthusiastic crowd and said 
that he felt an “ atmosphere de la 
Liberation’'. English Canadians were 
offended: “He treats us as Nazis!" 
they said. Not at all, simply as 
occupants - what they had actually 
been since the defeat of the army of 
foe King of France in 1759 on the 
Heights of Abraham. 
PIERRE-LOUIS MALLEN 
Member of the InstituI de France 
Paris 


Scientific progress Success for Northern Ireland talks 

Sin I graduated with an upper second Sin David McKittrick (“Virtual Thlks membership and tiy to 
in chemistry in 1970. This week I have on Northern Ireland", 4 December) independence. I have s 
been hdpingmy 14-year-old daughter, refers to a small subscription on-fine modified, opposing vie 

mtlwfireMmrnfhvrrV'iSiF.chKtiesni fnmrn fm fYimniiS«TVe_ m which I understood, and festin 


(“Shephard plans to make exams 
tougher", 6 December). 

She was expected to tackle subjects 
in organic chemistry that I bad not 

even considered until foe lower sixth 
form I cannot square this with the _ 
notion that chfimea now are not being 
taught science to the same level as 2Q 
years ago. Indeed, as sixtb-formeis 
bade in the Sixties, we were doing as 
pari of our revision studies fra: maths 

exam papers from foe Oxford final 

MAin mathematics from foe 1950s. 

'Each generation probably studies 
mare and not less than their parents 
but we just don’t like to admit iL This 
is realty most unfair to our children. 

Dr PETER GLOVER I 

Rayleigh, Essex I 


Sin David McKittrick (“Virtual Talks 
on Northern Ireland", 4 December) 
refers to a small subscription on-line 
for um on CompuServe, in which I 
moderate a discussion on Northern 
Ireland. The piece states that 
members of this Fb rum “will this 
weekend discuss ways of keeping a 
republican sympathiser out of their 
proceedings". 

There has been no suggestion of 
keeping any member out of our 
discussions because of their political 
views, and I could not remain part of 
any forum were such a policy to be 
adopted 

Inis on-line fbnnn, in which 
members participate in their spare 
time, is one of the more rewarding 
things I have done. It has brought 
together a large group of people, of 


parts of foe world, to debate Irish 
issues. I was elected moderator by foe 


Letxm sb®oM *»* addressed to Letters to the Edfcn; Th* Independent, One Ctatfa Square, Canary WharLlaadoftEMSDL 

(Fax: 0171 - 2 W 2056 ; c-fuib and fadade a daytime telephone nnmben 

Letter? way he “Hied Ik length awl dwrtty. Wfe rennet we art usable to acknowledge unpoMlsbed fetters. 


membership and by to do so with 
independence. I have seen positions 
modified, opposing views 
understood, and lasting friendships 
develop across foe traditional 
“divide". 

Our meeting on Sunday realty 
stems from foe forum's success. 
Members have expressed a desire to 
make further prowess (where have I 
heard that before?), and I have asked 
them whether they want to adopt a 
basic platform on which future 
discussions might be based. I have 
had suggestions about different ways 
of doing this, and have presented 
them to foe participants as options. 
One of those options is to adopt, as a 
Starting point for our discussions, foe 
Mitchell six principles. 

I suppose foe worst thing about 
David McKittrick’s piece is that it has 
made me empathise with the 
politicians locked up inside Stormont 
who are engaged in the real talks, I 
don’t suppose it will last long though. 
VINCENT HANNA 
London EC1 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


F irst of all, to selected 
readers, an apology - 
some 20,000 of you, 
mostly in London, did not get 
last Saturday's paper until 
nearly lunchtime, if at all. 
This was not because we were 
too idle to write iL or were 
out at a Christmas party. It 
was because an aluminium 
label fell off inside a veiy 
high-voltage cable in our 
Vitatford printing planL caus- 
ing an electrical explosion. It 
was a veiy big bang indeed, 
and it took many hours to get 
the presses running again. 
Sorry. 

One of foe less commented- 
upon aspects of this week’s 
drama at Westminster is the 
way journalists are edging 
into foe foreground of the 
political plot. Our lunches 
and conversations with MPs 
are themselves becoming sto- 
ries. One might ask why min- 
isters so readily take the risk 
of eating and drinking with 
hacks. The answer is noL on 
foe whole, greed; in fact, 
most ministers are discourag- 
ingly abstemious, picking 
without relish at boiled fish, 
swirling their water-glasses, 
rejecting the pudding menu. 

Twas not always thus. I 
vividly remember having 
lunch with a senior Labour 
MP at a Pimlico restaurant 
where they served wine in 
two-litre bottles. chaining 
customers on the basis of how 
much of it had gone by foe 
end of foe meal. My guest 
merely noted that it was “a 
decent sort of bottle" and 
consumed foe loL What was 
realty shocking, however, was 
that it had no visible effect. 

But these days, the real 
motivation for these lunches 
is an exchange of essential 
information - and it doesn't 
all flow one way. The average 
minister is so stuck in his or 
her department that lunches 
with journalists become vital, 
curiosity-quenching oases of 
gossip and speculation in 
long, dry office days. One can 
be bitchier and franker if 
one’s party rivals arc absent. 
One learns things from a 
political reporter - how X has 
fouled up, what the PM is 
thought to think of Y - that 
civil servants don't discuss. 
And then sometimes, of 
course, it goes wrong - 
mostly when the political 
atmosphere is intensely over- 


heated. It certainly is now. 

Let no-one tty to convince 
you (hat relations between 
senior Conservatives are 
realty much better than they 
seem. For me, the mood was 
well caught by an influential 
if junior pro-Europcan. We 
were standing at the edge of a 
party, talking about the week. 
“The real problem." 1 said 
mildly, "is surely foal the 
Prime Minister../’ He cut me 
off, interjecting, "is stupid 
and cowardly, yes, I know - 
not a great combination, is 
it?” 

Tve had lots of complaints 
both from foe shooting lobby, 
2,000 or so of whom had 

‘I remember lunch 
with a Labour MP 
at a restaurant 
where wine was 
served in two-litre 
bottles. My guest 
consumed the lot It 
had no visible effect’ 


marched through central 
London to protest about the 
removal of their guns, and 
from anti-shooters who 
protested about my decision 
to allow the pro-shooters to 
advertise in the newspaper. 
The shooters, whose letters 
were suspiciously similar in 
wording, wanted to know why 
we hadn't reported their 
demonstration. The answer is 
not bias, but that there are 
scores of demos in London 
on almost any weekend; 
unless huge, they arc gener- 
ally un re ported anywhere. 
Complainants cm the other 
side argued that our anti-gun 
editorial line was compro- 
mised by taking the adverts. 
But there is a free speech 
question here - if advertise- 
ments are legal and not 
pornographic, then they 
shouldn't be censored, least 
of all by journalists. I dis- 
agree with the gun lobby - 1 
also think it has an absolute 
right to put its case directly 
to the public. 


Andrew Marr 


UNQUOTE 


Ah. We have never had a civilised conversation. Shall we try? - 
Michael Resehme, Deputy Prime Minister on finding himself sirting 
not to the Shadow Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook 

A safe, effective and inexpensive vaccine is the only way to save 
the future generations of all our cultures - Elizabeth Thy lor. 
actress, calling for a global effort to defeat Aids 

This is foe first time I can truthfully say that I don't have an idea 
for a show at an - Sir Andrew Uoyd Webber 

Some people have referred to me as a wet. bul of course I am 
dry now - Sir Nicholas Scott, deselected Conservative MP, who has 
gnwi up alcohol 

Pve resigned umpteen times. It's like making some vulgar noise 
in front of a dueness. The BBC treats my resignations as though 
they never happened - John Simpson, the BBC's foreigfi editor 

For this Government, and different ministerial briefings we have 
on Europe, a day is now a long time in politics. We may soon 
have foe Today policy, the One O’clock News policy, foe Six 
O'Oock News policy and foe Nine O'clock News polity - Gor- 
don Brown, Shadow Chancellor 

Put it this way. I'm sure I'll die happy - Jim Moffat, whose fam- 
~ 1213,822 


ih won £3,213,822 on the National Lottery 
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It turned into a 
bad week for the 
Euro-sceptics, 
but the Prime 
Minister and 
his Chancellor 
are standing 
on a fault line 
that could yet 
shatter the 
Conservative 
party, says 
Anthony 
Bevins 



A whiff of history at Westminster 


W hoever briefed 
The Daily Tele- 
graph that John 
Major was 
about to jetti- 
son government policy on the 
European single currency 
deserves the 1996 Golden Clod 
award for political incompe- 
tence, one bemused Cabinet 
minister told The Independent 
last week. 

According to this year’s 
golden clod, only four members 
of Cabinet now support the 
Cabinet's own agreed policy: 
that the Tories must keep their 
options open on sterling going 
into the single currency after 
1999, But the golden clod got 
so much wrong this week mat 
it should come as no surprise to 
learn that there are actually 
many more than four Cabinet 
members who back the Gov- 
ernment's current suck-it-and- 
see stance on sterling. 

It was the golden dod, after 
all, who told The Telegraph that 
Michael Heseltine was “per- 
suadable" - a man so unsure of 
his own mind that he could be 


persuaded that single currency 
entry should be ruled out an 
economic grounds. Mr Hesel- 
tine, the golden wonder, is 
made of much sterner stuff. 
The most notoriously discreet 
member of the Government, 
the Deputy Prime Minister has 
not exactly made a secret of his 
pro-European views, and this 
week's lory wars over the sin- 
gle currency had more to do 
with Europe than the euro. 

According to sensible Cabi- 
net opinion, it is highly unlikely 
that sterling will go into the first 
wave of the single currency in 
1999. Nevertheless, it is argued, 
it is vital that Britain keeps the 
option open in order to main- 
tain its negotiating clout, as the 
terms for the first wave entry 
will be exactly the same for 
those who join in later waves. 

Just as importantly, how- 
ever, keeping the option open 
on the single currency helps to 
define the Tory line on Europe. 
It draws a line in the concrete, 
beyond which the marauding 
hordes of Euro-sceptics cannot 
have their way. 


According to one senior gov- 
ernment source, the line stops 
the Tories shifting another gear 
against Europe, driving the 
party to a point at which it 
argues for renegotiation of the 
Treaty of Rome, That is seen as 
pusillanimous code for the end- 
game of withdrawal from the 
European Union- 

One very prominent Con- 
servative said last week that rul- 
ing sterling out of the single 
currency and renegotiation of 
the Treaty of Rome were “an 
unpleasant attempt to make 
the party uninhabitable for 
people like me, and a hell of a 
lot of others." 

‘ He, and many others, want 
no part of a right-wing, nation- 
alist and isolationist Conserva- 
tive Party, and they see last 
week’s battle, keeping open 
the single currency option, as a 
last bastion of resistance. 

When Kenneth Clarke 
finally succumbed last April to 
the Conservative clamour for a 
single currency referendum, he 
fought over every word in the 
statement that was issued by 
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the Prime Minister. That state- 
ment, which he still keeps in his 
briefcase, sai± “Britain has an 
option, negotiated at Maas- 
tricht, of deciding whether or 
not to join a single, currency 
even if others go ahead. 
Because we will be keeping 
our option open at the next 
election, we have decided to 
make a commitment in our 
manifesto that, if the Govern- 
ment decided to join a single 
currency during die course of 
the next Parliament, that deci- 
sion would be subject to con-, 
finnation in' a referendum." 1 

H aving won that 
battle, the Euro- 
sceptics’ next tar- 
get was to close 
off the option of 
joining a sickle currency during 
the course of the next Parlia- 
ment - making a referendum 
unnecessary. % prematurely 
forcing that issue last week, (he 
golden dod threw a boomerang 
that not only missed its target, 
but returned to clout the Euro- 
sceptics in the mouth. 

After Prime Minister’s Ques- 
tion Time on Tuesday, when Mr 
Major was forced to nail him- 
self so firmly to the policy of his 
own Government, Euro-scep- 
tics were not spitting blood; 
they were spitting teeth. Hav- 
ing lost the chance of going into 
the election as the true defend- 
ers of the pound, some were 
certain that the Conservative 
Party was heading for inevitable 


defeat Others accused Mr 
Clarke and Mr Heseltine of 
“kidnapping” the Prime Minis- 
ter, and said that if he had any 
spine he would sack them. 

Mr Major was said to be very 
depressed by the whole saga 
when he later went to chat to 
the backbench “troops” in the 
Commons tea-room. Mr Hes- 
eltine was said to be buoyant. 
On Sunday, he told BBC Tele- 
vision’s On the Record that the 
Tories were heading for a 60- 
seat majority. By Wednesday, 
he told a Mend fiat the major- 
ity was "“nudging up” aD the 
time. The Deputy Prime Min- • 
ister had reason to be happy. 
After aH, if anyone bad forced 
Mr Major to give a lead, it had 
been Mr Heseltine. 

Certainly, if the Chancel- 
lor’s friends are to be believed, 
Mr Clarice was oblivious of the 
feet fiat he was in the eye of the 
storm. By Thursday, he could 
have had no doubt. 

In a week in which the media 
became part of the news, the 
political editor of The Tele- 
graph, George Jones, fingered 
Mr Major as his ultimate 
source, and the BBC’s John 
So^el suggested that was a sus- 
picion shared by the Chancel- 
lor, having wined and lunched 
Mr Clarke just 24 hours earlier. 

At that lunch, it was put to 
Mr Clarke that no one would 
be happier than the Tory Euro- 
scepncs if he and Mr Heseltine 
were to resign in protest against 
a change in single currency 


policy. As a statement of feet, 
Mr Clarke replied that it would 
not be a matter of himself and 
Mr Heseltine walking out of the 
Government. Many other min- 
isters would go, too, and it was 
possible that some back- 
benchers would cross the floor 
of the Commons - joining 
Labour or the Liberal Demo- 
crats, and wiping out the Gov- 
ernment's majority. . 

When Mr Clarke issued his 
Thursday statement, saying that 

be had npt threatened to resign, 
that was true. Bu t Mr Sppel had 

been very careful not to say he 
had threatened to resign. 

This week's briefing and 
counter-briefing by “friends” of 
Mr Clarke and Mr Major were 
the seismic tremors indicating a 
geological fault line waiting to 
crack. Behind Mr Clarke lurks 
Mr Heseltine; behind Mr Major 
is Brian Mawhinney, behind 
both factions there are hard- 
core fanatics, the people who 
spoke at Thursday evening’s 
meeting of the backbench 1922 
Committee. 

One former Cabinet minister 
described that debate as “the 
rising of the dervishes”. A man 
of enormous political experi- 
ence, he said he had never wit- 
nessed a spontaneous explosion 
like it Highly respected back- 
benchers on both sides of the 
battle refer to themselves as 
“foot soldiers” and both armies 
unite in deploring Mr Major’s 
lack of leadership. 

There are times and events 


at Westminster that have a tan- 
gible feel of history about them. 
Last week was such a time: 
there was the moment when the 
Prime Minister delivered his 
Tuesday restatement of existing 
Cabinet policy on the single 
currency; and, again, when he 
told the House that he had a 
statement from the Chancellor, 
denying a threat to resign. 

It is all redolent of Margaret 
Thatcher's battles with Nigel 
Lawson, her Chancellor, and 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, her Deputy 
Prime Minister.. Mr . Lawson 
and Sir Geoffrey on a aumber 
of occasions were able to 
ambush Mrs Thatcher and 
force her into European policy 
lines that she detested. But she 
always came back, in her own 
time, to regurgitate and spit 
them out. Eventually, and 
inevitably, she was dumped 
because she went too far and 
was perceived as a loser. 

With an election deadline 
just months off, there is no pos- 
sibility of the party knifing Mr 
Major in the back. It is too late 
for that But last week, they 
were knifing him in the chest. 

Lord Tebbit said in his Sun 
column yesterday: “Why is Mr 
Major defying the majority of 
voters, Toiy supporters, Tbiy 
MPs - even the majority of the 
Cabinet?” Norman Tebbit had 
not got a clue, but he did 
know the odds on a Labour 
government had been reduced 
still further on Tuesday, when 
Mr Major tore up his sterling 


trump card for the election. 

“Like him or loathe him," he 
added, “you must admit no 
one has done more to pa# the 
way for Tbny Blair than Hesel- 
tine. He worked unceasingly to 
destroy Margaret Thatcher and 
now he is well on the way to 
bringing down Major." Not so 
much boxed in, Mr Major had 
been crated and freighted by 
Mr Heseltine and Mr Clarke. 

There is no doubt that Mr 
Major and Dr Mawhinney 
would still like to gnaw away at 
the April policy statement that 
Mr Clarke carries in his brief- 
case, to present the Tories as 
defenders of the faith and the 
pound in the next election cam- 
paign. The golden clod seems 
to have rained that, for the 
moment at least 

But that does not mean Mr 
Major cannot come back, per- 
haps during the election itself, 
to say he doubts very much 
.whether a Conservative gov- 
ernment could take sterling 
into a first wave of the single 
currency - defying Mr Clarke 
and Mr Heseltine to repuejf, .e 
his statement, or resign; at me 
height of an election campaign. 

But he might then find that 
he has destroyed his party. 
While Mr Clarke and Mr 
Heseltine, might, just might, 
bite their tongues, and keep 
silent, grandees like Edward 
Heath and Douglas Hurd 
would not 

The Conservative Party 
would fall apart, and deserve to. 


jo brand’s 


A Mr Rodgers has qualified 
for the Miss Australia contest 
this week, being eligible 
because he has raised money 
for charity. I wonder what 
made him set his sights so 
low? After all, the equivalent 
male contest doesn’t just 
cover the world, it extends to 

the entire universe. I also 
wonder whether Mr 
Rodgers’s measurements will 
be announced as he trips 
down the step with the rest of 
the contestants. 

I suppose it’s no surprise 
that this innovation in the 
Miss World line-up has 
started in Australia, land of 
bronzed athletic types whose 
entire life seems to centre on 
the beach, despite the fact 
that those pale skirts, many of 
which came from England, 
just aren't suited to foe 
relentless beating of foe 
antipodean sun. What would 
be really innovative would be 
an Aboriginal entrant in Miss 
Australia - or a male entrant 
who looks like Sir Les 
Patterson. 

As all those plastic 
reinforcers of sexual 
stereotypes are popped into 
Christmas wrapping paper 
this festive season (yes, I 
mean the man without (he 
genitals, ‘Action Man”, and 


his oh-so-kmg- limbed lady 
friend, “Sindy”), perhaps one 
should bear in mind that 
some of the poor buggers 
making these toys in Asia are 
earning a pound a da^ which 
probably wouldn't even buy 
yon Sindy’s bum. Of coarse. 
Action man, Sfndy; Barbie et 
a] are a powerful symbol of 
Western white supremacy. 
Let’s hope a few of those 
workers are sticking pins in 
the dolls. 

Perhaps the producers of this 

year’s anti drink-driving 

campaign have finally got it 
right by targeting peoples’ 
vanity . A woman who has 
been injured in an. accident is 
seen removing her make-up 
lo reveal scarring on her face, 
and ruminating on foe 
resulting situation. The - 
boyfriend who caused the 
accident is nowhere to be 
seen, and one assumes he is 
not scarred. 

X have always thought that 
there are lots of people who 
are too drunk to make a 
judgement about whether 
they can drive or not, but foe 
responsibility also falls on foe 
passengers to put their foot 
down and refuse to travel 
with a driver who has been 
knocking it back. There is 
always one friend in a group 



week 


who is not quite as stupid as 
foe rest, ana it's up to you, 
Mr/Ms Sensible. 

A little headline caught my eye 
In one of the tabloids fids 
week. It said: “Vigilantes on 
alert to save virgins,” I 
thought It must be about 
America, but no -it referred 
to Sheffield. To celebrate the 
new academic yean 
apparently, thousands of 
Sheffield students take part in 
a “Pyjama Jump”, a ritual in 
which they wander round the 
city with not much on, get 
drunk and snog people 
(sounds tike a normal day at 
college to me). Last year, 
however; there were com- 
plaints that students were at it 
In every conceivable location 
around the city Women's 
groups are sending out <wnw 
to ensure that young women 


are not being taken advantage 
of- 1 suppose “Vulnerable 
women protected by other 
women* wouldn't have been 
salacious enough. 

One wonders whether foe re- 
emergence of Victorian 
diseases such as TO is some 
sort of odd ploy by the 
Government to spend less 
money on expensive medical 
research. After all, illnesses 
that wipe yon out in later life 
dwindle to insignificance 
when the Victorian diseases 
creep back on foe scene. Tiny 
Tim and Dora Copperfield 
are with us again. If only a 
few ghosts were available to 
visit Johnny Major and give 
him a good talking to, things 
would be so different. As it is, 
he remains firmly in foe role 
of Mr Squeers. A merry 
Christmas to us one and alL 


I am appalled by the price of 
toys and various other 
products intended to 
brighten the feces of 
children on Christmas D mg- } 
Bow parents are supposed ro 
go into Toys RUs and the 
like and keep smiles on their 
feces while forking out more 
than £200 for a Play Station 
I do not know. So 1 have 
invented a game that will 
give children and adults 
hoars of pleasure and is very 
cheap. It's possible I hare 
plagiarised It subconsciously 
from somewhere. Still, I 
don't intend to patent ft, so 
that’s okay It's called Egg 
Roulette. 

Buy six eggs, hard boil one 
Or more and put them hade 
in the box with the raw ones. 
Each player takes an egg, 
and in one swift movement 
bashes it on the top of 
his/her head. This will result 
in a sticky head or a slightly 
hurt one, depending on the 
force used. Thane are many 
other possibilities for 
position of impact, which you 

can use your own 

imaginations foe It is not at 
wasteful game either, 
because you can. either mate 
a sandwich or have a 
shampoo afterwards. Yes, it's 
possible I am a bit tired ... 
I’m on a very long toon 
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A concentration 
of old, rich folk 
is a bad thing; • >: 
they clog up ; ? 
A-oteZs with 
iea dances "*'•* 



david M— 
aaronovitch 
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T he political correctness 
lobby claimed another 
victim this week. The 
gpcalp in question was the 
•unevenly covered one of Con- 
servative MR David Nichol- 
son, the member for Ihnnton. 
Mr Nicholson, for those who 
missed the tale, is being 
accused of ageism and com- 
munism by political ally and 
foe alike. He stands in need of 
a friend - and 1 am prepared 
to be that friend. 

Let us first recap on Mr Ns 
crime. Over the lak few years, 
the beautiful county town of 
Somerset which he represents 
has changed out of all recogni- 
tion. On the fringes, where 
once the copses resounded to 
the “jug-jug" of the night-jar 
and the "pee- wit" of whatever 
goes "pee -wit", now stand 
huge estates. These eyesores 
house thousands of wealthy 
elderly incomers, drawn to 
Somerset ty the climate, the 
friendliness of the locals and 
things going “pee-wit". Now 
Mr Nidtolson has drawn atten- 
tion to the uDSUstainabQhy of 

t is internal immigration. "We 
ve to ask ourselves,'" Mr 
Nicholson has asked, "bow 
long we can keep the door 
open." Even people who have 
moved into Somerset recently, 
he reveals, are saying “enough 
is enough". 

Mr Nicholson - though few 
dare agree with itcm - K quite 
right. Consider. A large con- 
centration of Old; rich folk is a 
bad thing. They monopolise • 
GPs (they can afford to spend 
days hanging around waiting- 
rooms), occupy all the hospital 
beds, stand in front of you in 
queues and then argue inter- 
minably with the shopkeeper, 
bus driver or whatever, dog up 
hotels with their tea dances 
and (courtesy of the disabled 
driver's badge) park anywhere 


they like. 
They al 


They also alter the character 
* of the area. They prefer bun- 
galows to traditional two- 

4 storey houses, kilt the atmos- 
phere in pubs, the bland smell 
of their cooking suffuses the 
air and - as Mr Nicholson says 
- the very virtues which 
brought them to the area in 
the first place are destroyed by 
- their presence. With indige- 
nous Taumonians becoming 
disenchanted, it is only a mat- 
ter of time before violence 
breaks out In his famous 
Rivers of Blood speech, Enoch 


Powell - in one unforgettable 
piece of imagery - talked of 
grinning piccaninnies pushing 
excrement through the doors 
of local old ladies. Well, it's 
coming true in Tknaton, except 
this time it’s the grinning old 
ladies who are pushing excre- 
ment through the doors of 
local piccaninnies. 

Something must be done to 
avert tragedy. But what? Tin- 
kering with the pl annin g regu- 
lations so as to penalise the 
building of new homes on 
green field sites will not work. 
Many of these unwanted 
immigrants will amply cough 
up the extra. Nor can the mat- 
ter be left to the hidden hand 
of the market By the time 
environmental despoliation 
discourages inward movement 
it will (axiomaticaDy) be too 
late. 

Thus the desperate Mr 
Nicholson has proposed that 
some kind of limitation must be 
placed on the right of abode 
within certain parts of the 
country - a rule not unlike that 
which exists already in the 
Channel Islands. A Guem- 
seyiie or a Jerseyian can come 
and live anywhere in Britain, 
but ifyou want to live there, 
you have to pass stringent 
financial and other criteria. So 
the principle b well established. 

But to whom should restric- 
tion be applied? And- over 
wha! area? There is some sug- 
gestion of limiting ingress to 
those with "ties” to Tkunton, . . 
such as a grandparent from the 
area. “Impossibler yells the 
PC brigade: “how can you pos- 
sibly establish such connec- 
tions?" Quite easily, actually. 

At least one of our European 
partners has extensive experi- 
ence this century of making 
such inquiries, with significant 

success. A simple question on 
one's ZD card (when they are 
introduced) requesting details 
of parental and graodpaiental 
birth-place and any domiciles 
over, say, five years, should 
enable speedy judgement 
about entitle men t to live in a 
particular place. Should you 
fail the test, you will not be 
able to boy a local house. If 
you buy one, and then are dis- 
covered to have falsified the 
record, the property will be 
banded over to the community. 

It is a paradox, but only by 
making it impossible to five 
there can TSumton be a place ' 
where folk would like to live. 


The disease that makes 


S uppose the Duchess 
of Kent had cried off 
from her engage- 
ments with pneumo- 
nia. Or multiple scle- 
rosis. Would the Today 
programme have roped in sev- 
eral doctors to debate her Al- 
ness? Would the newspapers 
have used the Royal ailment as 
an excuse to debate the dis- 
ease? Hardly. 

Had she announced she was 
HIV positive, eyebrows would 
have been raised. But other- 
wise no other illness sets 
people salivating as much 
as chronic fatigue syndrome, 
the illness she has been diag- 
nosed with. 

The popular and media 
appetite for debates about CPS 
seems bizarre. It is easy enough 
to understand why sufferers 
might be interested in the 
causes and cures, but why does 
everyone else have such a stake 
in h? The illness itself is incred- 
ibly boring - month after 
month of sofa-bound inactivity. 
Yet public interest seems end- 
less. In the absence of a con- 
clusive cause, CFS has become 
the playground for profession- 
als ana the public to parade 
their passions and anxieties. 
The arguments that take place 
on the television, in the news- 
papers and in the pub are more 
about ourselves and our fears 
than about the Illness itself. 

like die doctors’ disagree- 
ments. At the moment the Al- 
ness is up for grabs. Anyone in 
any discipline can take a shot at 
it A form of depression or 
mental Alness, say the psychia- 
trists. Consultants in infectious 
diseases suggest a virus. An 
allergy, say other specialists. 
Researchers in every field are 
approaching it through their 
own disciplines and finding 
they have something to say. 

It doesn't mean they are all 
right. Just dunk what doctors 
would be saying about Aids if 
no one had discovered the HIV 
virus. We would have been told 
it was the result of mental Al- 
ness, lifestyle, immune defi- 
ciencies, lots of different 
viruses, or (from file homo- 
phobes) a visitation from God. 
Keen to keep the pears, the 
Royal Colleges of Physicians, 
Psychiatrists and General Prac- 
titioners would have told us the 
illness was multi-causal - just'as 
they did with CFS in October. 

Psychiatrists in particular 
have an interest in capturing 
CFS for themselves. For 
decades they have struggled 
within the medical establish- 
ment to justify their discipline. 
If they could convince the 
world that CFS belonged to 
them, just think what a coup it 
would be. Then everyone 
would have to accept that 
mental Alness has demonstra- 
ble physical consequences. - 
And with high-profile sufferers 
like the Duchess of Kent and 
Dare Frauds, they would make 
a great stab at tackling the 
stigmatisation of psychological 
illness too, 


everyone an expert 


by Yvette Cooper 




In the absence of a known cause for chronic fatigue 
syndrome, the illness has become an arena for our fears 
and anxieties - get CFS and you are labelled a failure 


All things considered, you 
can understand vriiy they ignore 
the physiological evidence 
about differences between 
depression and CFS., and the 
determined claims by sufferers 
that there is nothing wrong 
with their mental well-being. 
Most important of all, it is easy 
to see why they gloss over the 
statistics that show that CFS 
sufferers are no more likely to 
get depressed than people with 
any long-term Alness- being 01 
for ages is miserable. 

So that’s the experts. But 
what about everyone eke? 
Why, for example, is The Times 
GP, Dr Thomas Stuttaford, so 
determined to believe the Al- 
ness is a mental disease? He 
isn’t a psychiatrist He doesn't 
seem to have a personal axe to 
grind or an agenda to push. So 


why is he so convinced when he 
has no conclusive evidence to 
back him up? 

And he isn't the only one. 
Journalists, family, friends, 
work colleagues - we’re all 
as bad. When someone tells 
us they have ME, our eyes 
widen and our minds close. 
We don't know what causes 
the Alness, but rather than sus- 
pend judgement until the con- 
clusive evidence finally arrives, 
we sway with preconceptions 
and prejudices - and, most 
important of all, defence mech- 
anisms. 

For that's what this is all 
about fear. The thought of 
being struck down for years 
on end, condemned to a 12- 
month hangover or a 24-month 
bout of flu is pretty scary. How 
mud) easier it becomes to han- 


dle if we can tell ourselves it 
will never happen to us - 
because that illness is someone 
rise's fault 

You have CFS because you 
are depressive, neurotic, unsta- 
ble, unbalanced, incapable of 
dealing with your life - all 
things that I am not. Therefore 
I wiD not get CFS, and hence I 
fee 1 happy again. Or, if depres- 
sion won’t work as an excuse, 
how about stress? You have 
CFS because you can't handle 
stress, or because you work too 
hard, or you pushed yourself 
into it I am calm, cooL. col- 
lected and in control over my 
life, therefore I won't get Al. 

So the epithet “yuppie flu" 
really caught on during the 
Eighties. Most of the popula- 
tion who were not yuppies were 
relieved to blame a strange Al- 


ness on the ridiculous working 
habits of the young and ridicu- 
lously rich. Even yuppies them- 
selves could dismiss the illness 
as something which struck 
“would-be-yuppies" who could- 
n't hack the pace. Describing 
CFS as a lifestyle disease is a 
nice way to package it up and 
cope with it, aU the whAe main- 
taining the myth that Al-bealth 
is a failing, something we can 
always act on and resolve. 

Practitioners and enthusi- 


asts for certain forms of alter- 
native medicine perpetuate the 
myth even further. Telling us we 
ran heal the soul within, that if 
we just take the right approach 
Ui our lives we will recover and 
he in perfect health, they actu- 
ally increase the pressure on 
people who are ill. 

Nat only do you have to 
have a successful career and 
family, hut you also have to be 
super-healthy too. Fall ill and 
you arc u failure, because Al- 
ness is something super-people 
know how to avoid. Fall 01 with 
CFS and you are definitely a 
hopeless case, who got your 
lifestyle entirely wrong. 

If we could get away with it, 
we would doubtless' explain 
away other Alnesses in the same 
wav’ - as the sufferer's fault. 
AIDS visits the promiscuous, 
heart attacks hit had caters, 
lung cancer attacks smokers. 
Illnesses that seem truly ran- 
dom - we don't know who gets 
them and why - arc too terri- 
fying to contemplate. And they 
disrupt our view that we can 
control everything in our lives. 

Avoiding stress, caling well, 
taking exercise and heinghappy 
all keep us healthy, of course. 
But by aspiring to dismiss CFS 
sufferers us people (different 
from ourselves) who haven't 
quite found the key to a healthy 
life, we are taking things to 
extremes. People arc polarised 
into healthy people handling 
life well and victims who just 
can't get a grip. 

Sadly many CFS sufferers, 
and the people who speak up 
for them, only make the polar- 
isation more pronounced. By 
portraying themselves as 
victims, appearing always to be 
lamenting the way the world 
treats them, they only confirm 
the healthy in their views. 
Esther Rantzen is the worn 
possible spokeswoman for 
CFS. Sad-eyed and with a catch 
in her voice, she could be 
parading the cause of lost 
puppies, mugged old ladies, 
orphans or CFS victims. And 
all of it is sickening to everyone 
eke. 

No other Alness parades its 
sufferers in this kind of way. 
Where the cause is known, 
agreed, identified, 

sufferers don’t need to agonise 
and the healthy don’t need to 
accuse. 

Eventually someone, some- 
where will come up with con- 
clusive evidence about the 
causes of CFS. Then the illness 
will subside from public view, 
and no one but sufferers and 
their relatives will pay much 
attention. CFS wQI be a pro- 
fessional and social football no 
more. What a relief that will be. 


Who knows what a graduate is? Discuss 
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S tandards are going to hell 
- didn't we see that when 
Birkbcck College stu- 
dents faded Jeremy Paxman’s 
general knowledge test so mis- 
erably the other day? Then 
there’ was that calm, dispas- 
sionate analyst of educational 
ft statistics, the Chief Inspector of 
Schools. Chris Woodhead. 
- warning that A-Ievel’s gold has 
been tarnished. 

In a society as preoccupied 
• by decline as Britain, the 
movement of grades and syl- 
labuses over time is endlessly 
fascinating. But there is a more 
‘ important question: what are 
A-levcls for? If we can’t answer 
that question, their quality is 
irrelevant. 

The obvious answer is: no A- 
levcl. no college place. But 
then the question becomes: 
■ what does possession of a scroll 
saying Bachelor of Arts signify; 
11 is one that seems to have 
stumped the professors and 
their funding and “qualify 
councils. What is a graduate. 

Higher education has ex- 
panded massively. There are 
1 15 unwentities and 1 -3 nulhon 
students. Government pays for 
tuition, which explains why this 
amazing imprecision of purpose 
. behind going ion university has 
*'■ gone unremarked. But now we 
haw the London School of Eco- 
" tunnies and other academic top 
dogs threatening to make their 

' undergraduates pay. That sure- 
fy will concentrate the mind of 
students, their parents and their 
cash-strapped teachers alike. 



They can’t 
spell and don’t 
seem to know 
much, but still 
land well-paid 
jobs. Beyond 
that, says 
David Walker, 
graduates 
have a way of 
defying 
definition 


The functional answer is that 
a graduate is someone who finds 
■ it easier to get a job than some- 
one with a lower-level certifi- 
cate. And we love credentials. 
Ostensibly, our kind of economy 
has more and more openings for 
people who can think/be flexi- 
ble/live with uncertainty, etc. 
The problem is how studying the 
plays of Molifere for a BA in 
French makes you all those. 
Perhaps it does, but nobody 
seems to know quite how that 
degree in history, or chemistry, 
or even business studies with 
accountancy really captures 
these desirable qualities. 

Economists, typically, do not 
offer much insight beyond 
reporting that, after the event, 
graduates get paid more. Inside 
companies, graduate recruit- 
ment is far from scientific. Thlk 
to a big recruiter, such as the 
Anglo-Japanese computer 
company ICL - which, unlike, 
say, Marks and Spencer, kept 
its doors open during the reces- 
sion. It does not want know- 
ledge - most information tech- 
nology dates quickly. It does 
not necessarily want skills - 
even spelling , can be taught 
remedial^. What it wants 
above afi is attitude, and that 
turns out to be subtle blend of 
loyalty and a (ouch of (but not 
too much) individual spark. 

University doesn't do certain 
vital things -this is attested by 
the Higher Education Qualify 
Council's hard data as well as 
anecdote and the mound of 
badly-written job application 


letters from graduates that all 
employers will readAy show 

S ou. University does not give 
asac numeracy, literacy, etc, 
because universities have never 
conceived it to be their direct 
responsibility to make sure that 
with the degree certificate 
comes the ability Lo spell, count 
or type Qwerty. 

When it reported on Wed- 
nesday the Quality Council 
admitted, even after ali its 
research, that it found defining 
a graduate terribly difficult Yet 
its own existence is a result of 
growing anxiety about what 
degrees are. or rather whether 
the degree in English given by 
University College London 
after teaching by Ibe London 
Revie*' of Books crowd is really 
the same animal as the same 
qualification from, say. Uni- 
versity of Whies at Swansea, 
where Kingsley Lucky Ton Anus 
once taught. 

The distinction matters, 
though few intending students, 
their parents, teachers or 
would-be employers have much 
doubt about it What matters 
more is that universities cannot 
say with any rigour just what the 
possession of rbeir degree 
means, beyond status and a 
ranking in a newspaper chart. 

The Higher Education Qual- 
ity Council says that a graduate 
ought to blow something. Sure: 
aA degrees m medicine ought to 
equip intending doctors with 
the knowledge and skill to stick 
a needle in a patient's arm and 
inject the correct drug in the 


right amount: and a degree m 
law should equip would-be 
solicitors in the pretence that 
searching council planning 
records and all the rest of the 
conveyancing business requires 
a skill that deserves the kind of 
money most high-street solid- 
tors, for all their moaning, stHl 
command. 

But should all English grad- 
uates be able to identify 
Flintwich or other stock char- 
acters from Dickens? Should all 
maths graduates have mastered 
Galois theory? Should all socio- 
logy graduates have read The 
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 
Capitalism ? Getting English 
scholars or mathematicians - 
let alone sociologists - to see 
eye to eye is going to be a hun- 
dred times more difficult than 
securing agreement over the 
national curriculum in schools. 

A graduate ought to be self- 
motivated. and have acquired 
habits of study and concentra- 
tion; have engaged with teach- 
ing and learning that them- 
selves are informed by research 
and scholarship (by defining 
those). 

But behind that lies a con- 
troversial idea; being a gradu- 
ate means possessing an ability 
to criticise the status quo. That 
is just about what John Henry 
Newman said. For this eminent 
Victorian - no conservative in 
this respect - a university edu- 
cation was like acquiring a lens, 
a way of seeing things as they 
really are, a critical intellect. It 
somehow doesn’t sound like a 


contemporary virtue. If one of 
the motors of higher education 
expansion has been the needs 
of modem corporations, public 
as well as private, do they really 
want bolshie BAs? No wonder 
you hear Brian Fender of the 
Higher Education Funding 
Council extolling attitudes pos- 
itive to wealth creation. 

Lionel Robbins, who in the 
early Sixties put his name to the 
great expansion report, said 
universities were about 
strengthening powers of mind, 
imbuing students with a com- 
mon culture and common stan- 
dards of citizenship. Gradu- 
ates do share in a common 
culture, but it is probably not 
one that Lord Robbins or the 
Tory ministers who have 
presided over expansion since 
would recognise. 

The latest British Social Atti- 
tudes survey showed a strong 
correlation between having a 
degree and a liberal, tolerant 
outlook - on drugs, ses on the 
screen, homosexuality, abortion. 
Going to university does seem to 
open minds in a non-judgmen- 
tal, understanding kind of way. 

Since the attitudes survey 
also showed that those who 
had sampled cannabis were 
much more likely to want the 
drug decriminalised, maybe we 
are talking about a common 
university experience. To be a 
graduate means to have smoked 
the weed ... before spending 
the entire corporate graduate 
induction programme denying 
you ever inhaled. 



Just four days old, 
Moses had only hours to live 


A gardener found chis tiny, defenceless soul, abandoned in 
the rushes of a pond. Hungry, frozen and afraid, it seemed 
like a hopeless cose. But his finder drove (bur hours ro deliver 
him inro the welcoming arms of The Blue Cross. 

Lyn, the deputy manager, hand-fed him through the night 
until he fell asleep, worm and safe in the crook of her neck. 
Under our watchful gaze he got bigger every day. But to 
treat, feed and care for Moses cost around £45. Your gift of 
£2 a month could help save another tiny life like Moses. 


If you want to help animals like Moses 
please return the coupon below 


J” Please send me more information about how I can help animals""^ 

» like Iitdc Moses by making t gift to The Blue Cross. I 
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Room 684C, Shilton Rood. 
Burford, Ox on OXI8 4BR. 
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Greenspan rocks world stock markets 


What they were 
saying yesterday 


‘'How do we know 
when irrational 
exuberance has 
unduly escalated 
asset values, which 
then become subject 
to unexpected and 
prolonged 

contractions as they 
have in Japan over 
the past decade?” 

Alan Greenspan, 
Federal Reserve 


Federal Reserve 
chairman warns of 
share price bubble 


Peter Rodgers 

London 

and David Usbome 

New York 


“What do I think of - 
the market? The 
same as I thought 
three months ago, 
six months ago, nine 
months ago and a 
year ago.” 

Tony Dye, head of 
investment at PDFM 


Stock markets around the 'world 
fell sharply and London closed 
with its biggest one-day fall in 
four years yesterday after what 
appeared to be a deliberate at- 


tempt by Alan Greenspan, 
chairman of the US Federal Re- 
serve, to prick the bubble of 
soaring US share prices. 

Mr Greenspan’s wa rning of 
the dangers of “irrational exu- 
berance” in the stock market at 
first raised the spectre of Black 
Monday in 1987 and at, one 
stage wiped more than £35bn 
off the value of the London 
stock market 

But by the end of the day his 
intervention appeared to have 
done no more than coolthe 
fever of the last six weeks hrXJS 
markets, though it caused severe 
damage to share prices in-the 
rest of the world as dealers wait- 
ed in trepidation for the~fcew 
York opening. 

The FTSE 100 index, after 
plunging 168.5 in London, later 
closed 88.2 points down at 
3.963, wiping £15bn off the val- 
ue of Britain's largest compa- 
nies and £20bn off the market 
as a whole. 

The market was also reacting 
to the Government's loss of an 
overall majority. 

One senior City fond man- 
ager said: “I think it is an over- 
reaction. It could bounce next 
week." But Tony Dye, the fund 
manager at PDFM who is fa- 
mous for his bearish outlook, 
took the slide as confirmation 
of his view that the markets are 
badly overvalued. 

In New York, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average appeared 
to be going into free fall for a 
while, plungingl43.S to 0,293 .24 
shortly after the opening, 
though reassuring US payroll 
figures helped it recover to a loss 
of under 60 points by midday. 
There was a lower- than-ex- 
pected rise in the number of 


“I warned a Federal 
Reserve meeting on 
Tuesday that the S&P 
500 was trading at 
just under 19 times 
earnings and that’s 
where the market 
peaked In 1968, 
1972 and 1987.” 
David Shuiman, chief 
equity strategist at 
Salomon Brothers 


“The markets are 
really spooked. It will 
be hard to regain 
the confidence of a 
few days ago.” 

Bill Westgate, vice- 
president at HSBC 
Securities in London 


“I think what 
happened is 
Greenspan is trying 
to talk the market 
down.” 

Hildegard Zagorski, 
market analyst at 
Prudential Securities 


jobs in November of 118,000 
suggesting pressures on the 
economy were easing. 

A 60-point fall in (he Dow 
took it back only to its level in 
mid-November, when the latest 
upward movement in share 
prices was in foil swing, adding 
more than 500 points to the in- 
dex in the three weeks after the 
presidential election. The Dow 
Jones index has risen a quarter 
this year after rising by one third 
last year. 

Mr Greenspan’s key remark 
was; “How do we know when ir- 
rational exuberance has undu- 
ly escalated asset values, which 
then become subject to unex- 
pected and prolonged contrac- 
tions as they have in Japan over 
the past decade." 

This was in. the context of a 
discussion of whether a collapse 
in a financial bubble damaged 
the real economy and of die ex- 
tent to which monetary policy 
should take account of asset 
prices such as bonds and shares. 

He said: “We as central 
bankers need not be concerned 
if a collapsing financial asset 
bubble does not threaten to im- 
pair the real economy, its pro- 
duction, jobs and price stability. 
Indeed, the sharp stock market 
break of 1987 had few negative 
consequences for the economy." 

But he made clear that cen- 
tral bankers needed to be wary 



about asset mice bubbles and 
could not afford to underesti- 
mate or become complacent 
about the complex links with the 
real economy. 

In the latest phase the mar- 
ket boom has been sucking in 
enormous sums from private in- 




Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan: *Tf I’ve made 
myself too dear, you must have misunderstood me" 


vestors through mutual funds, 
the US equivalent of unit trusts, 
money that tra ditionally floods 
in at thepeakofthemhrkeL 

Fears that tins is becoming an 
unsustainable share price boom 
have prompted the Federal Re- 
serve to drop broad hints re- 
cently that, it is unhappy with the 
level of the market but Mr 
Greenspan- has finally decided 
to go .public On his fears. 

Hcoobifiists have made an in- 
dustry put of analysing the 
comments of Mr Greenspan, 
who told a business audience 
some years ago: “If I've made 
myself too dear, you must have 
misunderstood me." 

His apparently oblique re- 
marks are never off the cuff and 
invariably hold a carefully 
thought out message for the 
markets. 

One dealer said: “Greenspan 
sent a dear message to the mar- 
kets - ‘Gentlemen, you are 
overdoing it, restrain your- 


selves.' He is puncturing the 
speculative bubble that fuelled 
New York and other markets." 

However. Gerard Lyons, of 
the Japanese securities firm 
DKB International, said: ‘The 
markets read too much into 
• Greenspan’s comment" 


The share price falls fol- 
lowed the sun round the world, 
beginning with the largest one- 
day fall in Tbkyo this year, 
where the Nikkei was down 
667.2 to 20,276.7. The sell-off 
spread West to Hong Kong, 
where the Hang Seng was down 


38S.83 to 13,102.73. The 
shocked Far East reaction to Mr 


Greenspan’s remarks late on, 
Thursday night was swiftly foP 
lowed by a collapse in share 
prices in Europe. 

However, in London the vol- 
ume traded was low, suggesting 
that much of the fall was a pr£ 
cautionary marking down 
prices by marke t-makers rather! 
than a panic sell-off. 

Signs that British manufac^ 
turing Industry was continuing 
to emerge from recession came 
with official figures yesterday 
showing that output rose 0^ per 
cent in October. The growth was 
higher than the market was ex- 
pecting, strengthening theband 
of those calling for further in- 
terest rate rides,' but econo- 
mists warned that the recovery 
was fragile and could be de-. 
railed by the pound’s 12per cent 
appreciation since August. 

Comment, page 21. 

Market Report, page 22 


The London Stock Exchange yesterday set 20 October next year 
as the date for conversion to the new order-driven trading sys- 
tem for the largest stocks. The Exchange said the date was “chal- 
lenging but achievable" and the timetable included a series of 
milestones at which progress would be monitored. 

The new trading methods are computerised and automati- 
cally match bhyers and sellers, replacing the market makers 
who now hold shares and set prices. 

But nio'datelias been set for extending order-driven trad- 
ing to the rtst of the market, which will depend oh experience 
wiffrtbe largest stocks. 

The la ouch will be preceded by extensive practical simula- 
tion and testing throughout the market, the Exchange ssid.'RK 
target date Is to he confirmed three months ahead of imple- 
mentation in the light of progress at the time. 

The timing will give the market a foil nine months 
preparation after the final specification for the new service has 
been published. The revised rules will be published later this 
month. 


Lang imposes tough 
conditions on BA 


£782m ‘knockout’ offer for Northern 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Ian Lang, the president of the 
Board of Hade, vesterdav de- 


Board of Hade, yesterday de- 
manded that British Airways 
and American Airlines give up 
a substantial number of their lu- 
crative take-off and landing 
slols at Heathrow airport as a 
condition for approving their 
proposed alliance. 

The decision means the Gov- 
ernment has accepted argu- 
ments raised by some rival US 
airlines during* their unprece- 
dented lobbying effort against 
the alliance. The main demand 
is that the two carriers give up 
IbS slots a week at Heathrow, 
which is more than 90 per cent 
of the total number currently al- 
located to American. 

The eonditions are a blow to 
Boh Ayling. chief executive of 
BA. who had insisted the two 
airlines should not be forced to 
give up any of their Heathrow 
slots. Instead he had suggested 
that BA be allowed to sell slots 
to rival carriers. 

The announcement came as 
“open skies*' talks between UK 
and US government officials 
were coming to a dose in Lon- 
don. The US negotiating team 
has already stated that it will 


oaly approve the alliance if the 
British Government agrees to 
free up access to Heathrow for 
American carriers. 

As predicted, the Office of 
Fair Trading had advised that 
“rigorous undertakings" should 
be demanded if the deal was not 
to be referred to the Monopo- 
lies and Mergers Commission. 

Mr Lang said competition 
must not be compromised by 
the tie-up, which would give the 
two carriers some 60 per cent 
of seat capacity on flights be- 
tween the UK and US. He ac- 
cepted the OFTs ruling that the 
alliance should lost 70 slots a 



Bob Ayling: Had hoped to be 
able to sell slots 


week over the winter and a fur- 
ther 28 slots a week next sum- 
mer. These slots would have to 
be given up permanently. 

In addition, BA and Ameri- 
can have to lease a further 70 
slots by the winter of 1998, 
though these oould be recovered 
later if competing airlines man- 
aged to buy up their own slots 
through the informal trading 
system which currently operates. 
They have also been asked to re- 
duce services between London 
and Dallas where BA and 
American gain a monopoly. 

.Another condition is that 
British Airways must allow US- 
Air. the carrier in which is has 
a near 25 per cent stake, to run 
rival transatlantic services. Re- 
lations between the two airlines 
broke down dramatically after 
BA announced its link-up with 
American. The alliance should 
also open up access to its fre- 
quent flyer scheme. 

Mr Lang commented: “’With- 
out suitable undertaking the al- 
liance would be likely to lead to 
a significant loss of actual and po- 
tential competition, particularly 
for time sensitive, mainly business 
passengers, on those routes 
where BA and AA currently 
compete, and for all passengers 
on the transatlantic market" 


CalEnergy, the US power com- 
pany, yesterday unexpectedly 
raised its takeover bid for 
Northern Electric in a further 
attempt to intensify the pressure 
on the company, writes Chris 
Godsmark. 

However, David Morris, 
Northern's chairman, refused to 
bow to pressure and rejected the 
higher offer, which has been in- 
creased by £16m to a total of 
£7 82m 

CE Electric, the bid vehicle 
controlled by CalEnergy and its 
partner, the US construction 
company Peter Kiewit, in- 
creased the cash bid from 630p 
a share to 650p, with a slight rise 


in the offer for Northern’s pref- 
erence shares from I03p to 
105p. CE has also brought for- 
ward the final date for share- 
holders to accept the bid from 
4 January to 20 December. 

One analyst described the 
move yesterday as a “knock-out 
blow" against Northern, which 
bas insisted any bidder should 
be prepared to pay in the region 
of 700p. “Psychologically it’s just 
enough to convince Northern’s 
shareholders that it’s all over," 
the analyst said. 

David Sokol CalEnergy chief 
executive, said: “The debate 
over the past month has cen- 
tered on the value of Northern 


Electric. Prolonging the process 
will not further deepen the de- 
bate and is not in the interests 
of Northern Electric’s employ- 
ees or customers." 

However, Northern shares 
edged up just Up to 6Q2.5p, 
with most investors more con- 
cerned with the general plunge 
in share prices. The company’s 
share price has remained below 
CE Electric's earlier previous 
630p-a-shaie offer price for 
several weeks. 

A CalEnergy source com- 
mented: “We hadn’t planned to 
announce this on the day the 
market fell out of bed. Howev- 
er market adjustments of the 


this kind of nature don’t have 
much bearing on the funda- 
mentals of the situation." 

David Morris, Northern 
chairman, said the offer was still 
inadequate. “This fails to recog- 
nise the additional financial in- 
formation^ we released including 
our recent forecast of profits for 
1997." The company is likely to 
release another defence doc- 
ument next week. • 

CalEnergy is believed to have 
been anxious to bring forward 
the final (doting date for the of- 
fer to avoid its campaign losing 
momentum over the Christ- 
mas break. 

The outcome of both CalEn- 


ergy*s bid, and the fl.3bh 
agreed offer for East Midland^ 


agreed oner tor bast Midland 1 ^ 
Electricity by Dominion 
.sources, the US utility, ncw'ddT 


sources, the US utility, ncwdeJp 
pend on whether -Professor 
Stephen Uttlecbild, the indus- 
try regulator, has recommend- 
ed an investigation by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com: 
mission- . “ 

Though previous US 
takeover bids have been grre ti- 
the go-ahead, one theory by 
leading City investors is that 
Professor Uttlecbild may object 
to the loss of two more stock 
market quoted companies to 
use to make efficiency com- 
parisons. 


Simpson kick-starts GEC restructuring 


Chris Godsmark 


George Simpson, the newly ap- 


pointed managing director of 
GEG has revealed his first 
moves to restructure the com- 
pany after taking over the helm 
from Lord Weinstock. 

However, GEC yesterday an- 
nounced only a limited pro- 
gramme of factory closures and 
sell-offs, and said investors 
would have to wait longer to 
hear Mr Simpson’s long-term 

strategy. 

The closures and cost-cutting 


moves mean the loss of 1,000 
jobs, most of which will go out- 
side the UK. David Newlands, 
GEC's finance director, said: 
“The jobs impact in this coun- 
ty will be really very small in the 
low hundreds." 

The restructuring costs re- 
duced GEC’s half-yearly prof- 
its by £l60m. After the 
exceptional charges, pre-tax 
profits fell from £402m to 
£261m. Excluding these one-off 
costs profits would have risen by 
4.7 per cent, to £421 m. 

Most of the job cuts will hit 


two businesses bought by GEC 
in the last six months. The com- 
pany said £45m of the write-offs 
would go to cut costs in a power 
transmission and distribution 
business, bought from AEG in 
September, and at the US 
Hazel tine Corporation, a maker 
of electronic identification sys- 
tems. 

Mr Newlands said the group 
was also preparing to dose a 
large factory in continental Eu- 
rope, though he declined to give 
further details until the em- 
ployees had been told. In ad- 


dition, two smaller business 
would be sold cffaxJuding one 
before Christmas.-These general 
restructuring provisions would 
account for £65urbf the write- 
offs. 

GEC played down sugges- 
tions that the restructuring was 
an early indicatiOT) of the di- 
rection Mr Simpson is likely to 
take with the empire be inher- 
ited from Lord Weinstock. The 
group has. already made dear it 
wants to significantly raise its 
profits growth. 

“This is not really to do with 


Mr Simpson. George arrived 
with us on 9 September. There 
are nearly 125,000 people in- 
GEC and he has been getting 
to know some of them. He's 
now sitting down and carrying, 
out a fundamental review of tbe'f}; 
businesses," commented Mr 
Newlands. 

However there are dear in- 
dications Mr Simpson is start- 
ing to change the culture, 
including his habit of arriving at 
work as early as 7am. Lord We- 
instock generally did not appear 

at until 1030am. 
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Trading tide may 
have turned for BTR 




Magnus Grimond 
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BTR was the only FTSE 100 
company to see its share price 
rise yesterday after it gave a 
modestly up-beat view of trad- 
ing in the second half. Analysts, 

braced for bad news after pre- 
vious trading statements had led 
to a string of downgraded prof- 
it forecasts, said the news could 
mark a turning point for the in- 
dustrial conglomerate. 

The shares have underper- 
formed the rest of the stock 
market by 44 per cent over the 
last three years. Yesterday, they 
added 7p to 237 Jp while oth- 
er share prices collapsed. 




ft gra 

|y mol 

Ime to C 


I 


ihts co 






■'* m 




te. 


^'ins t }•; j 


■rtU Nnr 




BTR said it had made further 
progress in implementing the 
£622ra shake-up of the bu&ness- 
announced in September* 
adding that it expected the sec- 
ond-half performance of its 
continuing bu s i ne sses to show' 
“some improvement" over the 
first six months of the year. 
There would, however, be 
“some adverse translation im- 
pact" from the current strength » !•’ 
of the pound. -. . 

Ian strachan. chief executive v 
said the statement merely con: 
finned what was said in Sep- 
tember. But some analysts raid 
that the tide Plig ht be turning 
for BTR. . ' . 
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Wall Street fails to share Greenspan’s concern 


jeremy Warner] 


‘Boosted by the 
runaway bull market 
and huge inflows of 
• cash, the 
capitalisation of the 
US stock market is 
now well over 
$7,000bn. Never 
before in history 
has it ever 
reached this level' 


Qo finaDy someone in authority in the US 
Ohas dared to say it - that Will Street is 
horribly overvalued, or lo put it in the same 
way as Alan Greenspan did, dock prices have 
become infected by an “irrational exuber- 
ance". Mr Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board, is not the sort to use 

words lightly and he must have known mar- 
kets would take his remarks very seriously. 
Whether he anticipated that reaction would 
be as limited as it was is another thing. In 
the end the damage to share prices in Lon- 
don was rather worse than that of New York. 
In the scale of things, both setbacks barely 
look like more than a hiccup. 

How could this be? The chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, no less, warns of the dan- 
gers of an overvalued stock market, refer- 
ring directly to the parallels with Japan 
| before the Tokyo market dramatically cor- 
rected itself, and virtually nothing happens. 
Furthermore Mr Greenspan hinted as 
strongly as he could that share price infla- 
tion of the sort that has gripped Whli Street 
these past five years would in future be taken 
into account in determining monetary pol- 
icy. In other words, he would actually put up 
interest rates to choke off Will Street's 
ponri-type assent into the heavens. 

StiD no reaction. Will Street falters a little, 
falling back to the level it was at three weeks 
ago, but that’s where it stops. There’s eveiy 
chance that come Monday, the Dow will just 


shrug its shoulders and continue on upwards. 
So much for the power of the Federal 
Reserve. It seems trial Mr Greenspan will 
have to be as good as his word and actually 
put up interest rates if be really wants to stop 
this insanity. 

The Fed's concern about inflated Wall 
Street share prices first surfaced in May 
when, according to a summary of its delib- 
erations, Fed officials “questioned the sus- 
tainability of the performance of the stock 
market”. Since then the Dow has risen 
another 15 per cent. Off the record, Mr 
Greenspan has been briefing like Topsy, 
again using this word “exuberance” and 
making it clear that be would like to see less 
of iL Just a few weeks bade, for instance, the 
Wall Street Journal carried a piece report- 
ing the FfecTs growing concern about the soar 
away slock market It must have been based 
on a briefing by Mr Greenspan since it even , 
used the same language as be did yesterday. 
All lo no avail. So be went public. Again ! 
nothing. Just what does a man have to do I i 

lb see why the Fed is so worried, just look , 
at the figures. On virtually eveiy measure 
you care to take, share prices are now more I 
highly valued than they have ever been. The | 
yield is now lower at around 2 per cent and 
the price/earnings and price to book ratios 
higher than at any stage this century, which 
let it not be forgotten has included three 
great crashes. 


But the statistic I find most compelling is 
that, boosted by the runaway hull market and 


US stock market is now well over $7,000 bil- 
lion -a figure equivalent to a record 100 per 
cent of US gross domestic product. Never 
before has it ever reached this leveL Before 
the crash of 1987 it was still only 65 per cent. 
Even before the much more serious crash of 
1929, it rose no higher than 84 percent. 1 know 
that the corporate sector is now clawing in a 
greater proportion of the world’s wealth than 
ever before, but this cannot be right. 

The problem is that even if the Fed does 
believe the market has reached a dangerous 
level of speculative excess, it is not easy to 
do anything about iL Raising interest rates 
just for the purpose of pushing down stock 
prices risks triggering a ghastly financial 
crash. An investment bubble, once pricked, 
tends to deflate rather rapidly. Furthermore, 
the rest of the US economy does not seem 
to justify a rise in interest rates. So for the 
time being all Mr Greenspan can do is jump 
on his soap box and thump the table. He's 
right, of course, but since when did being 
right mean anything lo finanrial markets. 

I t is hard to imagine a company more de- 
void of corporate purpose than BAT In- 
dustries. There it stands, a throwback to a 
bygone age in which diversification into un- 
related businesses was thought a perfectly 


acceptable and legitimate management ex- 
ercise- Not for BAT modem day management 

concepts like “focus" and concentrating on 
“core competences'*. Despite some tinker- 
ing alter that ridiculous but well inlenlioned 
“Ahoy there” breakup bid from Sir James 
Goldsmi th and Jacob Rotbschfldin the early 
1990s, little has really changed; B AT has stuck 
with its two wholly different businesses of in- 
surance and cigarettes. 

Nor has it any intention of ch a ngin g. That 
in any case is what Martin Broughton, the 
chief executive, said less than two months 
ago at the time of the last set of results. BAT 
would only demerge if it resulted in signif- 
icant cadi flow benefits, and thus far he 
could cot see how that would be the case. 

What, then, to make of well sourced 
rumours this week that BAT was indeed 
thinking of demerging its Eagle Star, Allied 
Dunbar and Farmers insurance arm as pan 
of a separate merger of these interests with 
Commercial Union or some such other Lar^c 
rival insurance concern? On the face of it, 
this variant of the demerger option might 
make sense where a straight demerger 
wouldn’t, for it would enable the company 
to take advantage of the international trend 
in consolidation of fiatncial services and 
insurance. As a result demerger might add 
some value for shareholders. 

BAT explored the idea quite extensively 
but ultimately this proved one of those deals 


destined to end up in the dustbin, for appar- 
ently all talks have now been terminated. So 
does it make sense for BAT to go this route? 
Ironically, what makes sense for BAT may 
not .necessarily make sense for its insurance 
business. My view has always been that 
demerger is a good thing in its own right, for 

11 does indeed bring about grealer respon- 
sjbihty and focus in managements. In the 
short term, the benefits of this are intangi- 
ble, but oyer the years it can make a very 
sizeable difference. 

As for merging the insurance operation 
with another large insurance concern, it is 
hard to know whether this makes sense with- 
out knowing what’s proposed. But the gen- 
eral case for big is beautiful is as unproven 
in insurance as in any other industry. The 
business of selling insurance is undergoing 
very rapid and radical change. Most insur- 
ers have quite enough on their hands already 
in terms of cost cutting, reorganisation and 
re skilling, without having to deal with the 
trauma of a big merger. 

Some insurers, such as John Rubins, 
chief executive of Guardian Royal Exchange, 
have gone so far as positively io rule it out. 
So BAT may be harking up the wrong tree 
by offering up its insurance business to the 
fashion for merger and consolidation. 
Demerge by all means. But demerge to 
merge again? That's perhaps not such a good 
idea. 


OFT grants 
City more 
time to cut 
rights costs 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

The launch of half a dozen cut- 
price rights issues since the 
summer has staved off the im- 


inlflmy into the City's charges 
for raising capital for compa- 
nies, the Office of Fair Trading 
said yesterday. 

But John Bridgeman, director 
general of £mr Trading, made it 
dear that an investigation by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Cbm- 
mission was stQl a possibility, and 
he w$s to make a final decision 
by the end of next, March. 

Mr Bridgeman said that m 
the light of “real but limited 
progress" in reducing City 
underwriting commissions, 
especially through a new auction 
process, he would not refer the 
market, to the MMC "at 
present". 

However, a handful of inno- 
vative rights issues was not 
enough to make a judgement 
that the problems identified by 
his predecessor, Sir Bryan Cars- 
berg, had been resolved. The 
OFT believes commissions are 


excessive in relation to the risks 
borne by underwriters. 

He urged companies to take 
advantage of the increased 
willingness of -the Gty to offer 
flexible terms rather than fixed 
fees, and to increase the pressure 
on their advisers for reducticras. 

He also urged companies lo 
insist that their merchant bank 
advisers do not take the role of 
lead underwriter, to ehminate 
conflict of interest 

In addition, Mr Bridgeman 
stepped up the OFTs campaign 
ropersuadecompanies to make 
deeply discounted rights issues 
that require no underwriting. . 
. . Thetumpuncejnent/was the 
latesi stage in a campaign 
waged by the OFT against the 
City’s long-established system of 
fixed underwriting and sub- 
underwriting commissions for 
rights issues, which total 2 per 
cent of the value of an issue plus 
a top up for longer under- 
writing periods. 

‘ AnOFTsurveyup toMay this 
year, published with Mr Bridge- 
man’s announcement, found 
there had been little response to 
pressure for lower charges. 


*rism wins franchise 
for Great Northern 


Patrick Tooher 

Prism Rail, the consortium of 
bus-company directors, yester- 
day won its fourth passenger 
train franchise when it was 
awarded the contract to oper- 
ate West Anglia Great North- 
ern Railway, the line which 
runs from London to Stansted 
airport and Cambridge. 

John O'Brien, the rail fran- 
chising director, also announced 
that GB Railways, a specially 
formed company, had won the 
right to run the Anglia Railways 
route in eastern England. 

Both Prism and GB Rail- 
ways have been awarded fran- 
chises lasting seven years, three 


months. The two awards mean 
that four lines have passed into 
private bands in the last eight 
days. In all, 17 franchises have 
been awarded, leaving only eight 
train companies to be sold off 

Prism is promising to make a 
premium payment of £24.Sm to 
the franchising office in 2004 by 
operating the West Anglia route. 
It needs capital of £19m and 
plans to partly fund the r unning 
of the franchise from a rights is- 
sue with the balance being met 
out of bank facilities. Details will 
be confirmed later this month. 

Prism also operates LTS 
(London, Tilbury and South- 
end), South Wfest and Whies and 
Cardiff raflways. 
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Since then leading Gty in- 
stitutions and merchant banks 
have come toan agreement an 
a broad strategy to head off the 
threatened reference. 

The first fruit was a rights is- 
sue by Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment for Cairn Energy in June, 
when the sub-underwriting 
commission was slashed to 03 
per cent from the standard 12 5 
percent. 

The breakthrough in win- 
ning the reprieve was a series of 
five innovative deals starting in 
late October with a rights issue 
by Schraders for Stairs, which 
included an auction of part of 
the underwriting. 

This saved the company a sig- 


Ex-Goldcrest director 
jailed over cover-up 


Nigel Cope - 

Donald Anderson, former 
finance director of film and tele- 
vision company Goldcrest, was 
yesterday sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment for or- 
ganising the cover-up of £19m 
in bogus profits at the former 
Brent W&lker subsidiary. 

Anderson, who on Thursday 
was found guilty by a London 
court of perverting the coarse 
of justice, was also disqualified 
from acting as a company di- 
rector for five years. 

He was paid a total of 
£700,000 to cover up “profits" 
recorded in the accounts of 
Brent Walker. This involved a 


complex route taking in the US, 
Switzerland and the Isle of 
Man. He collected the pay- 
men is in bearer bonds and cash 
in Geneva, including sums laun- 
dered through the Bahamas 
and Lichtenstein. 

In jailing Anderson, 43, of 
Richmond, Surrey, Judge 
Michael Harris said; “For what 
it is worth I thought the evi- 
dence against you was over- 
whelming. Your fingerprints 
were, in effect, all over the 
cover-up.” 

He continued: “J must send 
a message to the business world 
that the courts wfll punish busi- 
nessmen who do not behave 
with honesty and integrity.” 
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Merger with Triplex Lloyd may 
net William Cook chief £L5m 


P a tri ck Tooher 

The chairman and chief exec- 
utive of William Cook stands to 
| make up to £1.5m if a hostile 
£5Sm bid by Triplex Lloyd for 
the steel castings group suc- 
ceeds. 

Andrew Cook is entitled to 
the huge pay-off under the 
terms of a service agreement 
signed in 1991, details of which 
are contained in the company’s 
defence document published 
yesterday. 

Mr Cook, who is on a five- 
year rolling contract, will receive 
the lower of five times his an- 
nual salary or £l_5m if be resagns 
or is dismissed within a year of 
William Cook changing own- 


ership. Mr Cook's service con- 
tract shows be enjoys an annual 
salary of £350,000 but his pay 
could double under the terms 
of a controversial bonus scheme 
which was amended on 
Wednesday. 

Mr Cook defended his po- 
tential pay-off. “It’s not exces- 
sive, in met I think it is a 
pittance,” he said. 

“It's a pretty small price to 
pay Lo have your life's work tak- 
en off you. 

“It is not as if 1 have wrecked 
the company and been paid off" 
he continued. 

“Shareholders would have 
lost all their money if it hadn't 
been for me.” 

He admitted that William 


John Bridgeman: Progress in reducing underwriting 
commissions means no referral to MMC at present 


nificant amount of money. 
Schraders has organised one 
more auction ana Kteinwort 
Benson has done three. 

Mr Bridgeman said develop- 
ments since May represented a 
“first tentative step towards re- 
form in this market” and he par- 
ticular^ wdcomed the auctions. 

He praised the Association of 
British Insurers, the National As- 
sociation of Pension Funds and 
the London Investment Banking 
Association for backing them. 

He also welcomed their new 
willingness to adjust dividends 
per share downwards to take 
account of the fact that a rights 
issue at a discount effectively in- 
cludes a scrip issue of free shares. 


Alenia joins up 
on Airbus jumbo 
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Nigel Cope 

The prospect of a new partner 
in Airbus Industrie, the Euro- 
pean planemaker, drew closer 
yesterday when it agreed a link- 
up with Alenia, the Italian 
group, to help build a planned 
550-seater jetliner. Alenia de- 
scribed its participation in the 
“superrumbo" as the “first step 
towards taking an equity state 
in Airbus". 

Airbus has been seeking out- 
side capital because it estimates 
the huge jet, dubbed the A3XX. 
would cost more than $8bn 
(£5bn) to develop. Industry ex- 
perts suggest the figure could 
top $12bn- Airbus hopes the su- 
peijumbo could eventually sup- 
plant the Boeing 747 as the 
world's premier large plane. 

A spokesman for British 
Aerospace, which controls 20 
per cent of Airbus, said: “The 
agreement provides for Alenia 
to draw nearer to Airbus. As 
part of the broadening evolution 
of the Airbus partnership it is 
expected that Alenia will be 
increasing its participation in 
Airbus strategically and organ- 
isationally.” 

Alenia, which'is part of the 
Italian defence group Finmec- 
canica, is also expected to be in- 
volved in the development of a 
100-seater regional jet which 
Airbus is building in co-opera- 
tion with Singapore and China. 

Alenia wfll continue its es- 
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Cook had met the financial 
targets attached to his perfor- 
mance-related bonus “every 
year". But he added :“1 could 
have doubled my salary but 
I've never paid myself anything 
of that magnitude in the post be- 
cause I have exercised re- 
straint." 

Mr Cook also moved to head 
off criticism of his autocratic 
style of management by an- 
nouncing plans to split the role 
of chairman and chief executive 
and to appoint at least one new 
non-executive director if the 
Triplex Lloyd bid lapses. 

“If the company’s value has 
been depressed because I am 
not what 1 should be corporate 
governance -wise then I am go- 


In Brief 


ing (o have to change.” he said. 
“1 have agreed to eliminate 
this issue by adopting best prac- 
tice so it doesn't muddy the wa- 
ters." 

William Cook forecast a 
“substantial improvement” in 
profits for the year to March 
1997 and claimed it is worth 
twice Triplex Lloyd's 31 2p cash 
and shares bid. 

The forecast was immedi- 
ately attacked by Triplex Lloyd. 
Noting remarks made by Mr 
Cook at the interim stage about 
a “blip” in order books chief ex- 
ecutive. Graham Lockyer, said: 

“The miracle that has oc- 
curred in the past six weeks is 
unbelievable. Paul Daniels 
would be proud of him.” 


tablished participation in the' 
Airbus military transport pro- 
gramme. It will also be asked to 
participate in the programmes 
of new derivatives from existing 
■aircraft such as the A340-600. 

Airbus, which is based in 
Ibulouse in France, will this 
month produce a binding agree- 
ment on plans tore-shape itself 
as a stand-alone company by 
1999. It is currently a loose con- 
federation of manufacturers, a 
structure which analysts says 
leads to higher costs than arch- 
rival Boeing. 

Airbus is currently 38 per cent 
owned by Germany's Daimler 
Benz. Aerospatiale of France 
also has 38 per cent with 20 per 
cent held by the UK’s BAe and 
4 per cent by Casa of Spain. 

Airbus has also indicated the 
possibility of Saab of Sweden be- 
coming a potential partner. “We 
have an interest and we have 
been approached and we are dis- 
cussing it,” Lars Jagerfelt, a 
Saab spokesman, said. Airbus 
spokesman David Voskuhl said 
the company would not role out 
adding Saab as a partner but said 
it was actively seeking addi- 
tional partnerships worldwide. 

In the first half of this year 
Boeing’s stake of the world 
market for passenger jets with 
at least 100 seats was 57 percent 
compared with Airbus’ 37.7 
percent. Boeing's advantage is 
m jumbo jets which seat more 
than 400 passengers. 


• The Federal Communications Commission is ready to grant 
MCI Communications a direct-broadcast satellite licence. MCI 
would receive final authorisation to provide the video service upon 
payment of the balance of the $683ra (£416m) bid for the licence, 
the agency said. The FCC said the decision “is entirely separate 
and distinct from the decisions it will make next year" regarding 
MCTs proposed merger with British Telecom. 

• Chrysalis, the records to radio group which recently lost two 
of its non-executive directors after a boardroom row, warned 
investors not to expect any profits until 1998 as it revealed a slump 
into the red for the year to August. Chris Wright, the football 
impresario who chairs the group, blamed losses of £5 36m on a 
£6.7m “investment” in start-up costs at the group's Heart radio 
stations in the Midlands and London and its fledgling Echo record 
label. He said further start-up losses in both businesses meant 
the group would be loss-making next year, but was “quietly hopc- 
fiil” about 1997/98. Chrysalis made profits of £1 .01m in 1994/95. 
The group is maintaining the final dividend at 2.75p. 

• Wolverhampton & Dudley, Britain’s largest regional brewer, 
shrugged off the disappointment of its poor first-half yesterday with 
a 7 per cent rise in full-year profits to £43m alongside plans to ex- 
pand its “concept" putis. The group will open another 39 brand- 
ed outlets next year including Milestone pub restaurants, East Eddie's 
bars and Lazt Wbrd Czcch-style cafe bars. It plans to spend at least 
£8m supporting its Bank's bitter and Strortgarm brands this year. 

• Greenalls has sold its six hotels in the US to the Shaner Hotel 
Group of Stale College, Pennsylvania for £14m cash. Book value 
of the hotels is £133m and, after costs of disposal and settlement 
of contractual arrangements, the loss on the sale is £1.75m. 

• Dutch soccer star and Chelsea manager Ruud Gullit Is to have 
a range of casual clothing named after turn under a five-year deal 
with UK sports and leisurewear firm Hay & Robertson. He will 
be paid an initial six-figure sum and also receive a royalty on world- 
wide sales. The company plans to produce a wide range of leisure 
clothing under the “Ruud“ label of its Admiral brand. 

■ London brewer FuHec, Smith & Tbmer recorded only a modest 
increase in profits to £5 3m last year with the performance held 
back by a 3 per cent fell in beef volumes in the tied estate and 
lower margins in the Wine Company off-licence chain. The main 
areas of growth were Free Trade with sales to the take-home trade, 
the group's hotels and managed estate. Group sales rose from 
£44m to £49m. 
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City fears a Black Monday could follow Grey Friday 


Taking Stock 


Share spotlight 





IKafr 


If was not quite the hugest fan 
smee the nightmarish 1987 
crash- Even so. it was a panic 
stricken day as the stock 
market wondered whether the 
yoveromentwas about to dis- 
integrate and fretted about 
the emotive language used by 
US banking chief Alan 
Greenspan. 

At one time Footsie was 
down a staggering 168.5 
points. It ended 882 lower at 
3,963, wiping, DatastTeam 
calculated, more than £20bn 
from company values. Foot- 
sie’s worst post-crash fall was 
103.4 points four years ago. 
The supporting 250 index, at 
one time down 116, ended off 
87.7 at 4,348.1. 


correction offering a buying 
opportunity, iheyfelt. 

Shares started the day in dis- 
array on the Tory turmoil and 
Mr Greenspan’s overnight talk 
of stock market's as a 
“collapsing fin ancial asset 
bubble", ffis comments must 
mean, it was reasoned, that the 
US non-farm payroll figures 
would trigger interest rate 
increases. In the event the job 
figures were not as high as 
feared. 

So New York’s response 
was not so dramatic as ex- 
pected. The feared dump was, 
during London opening, 143 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


stock market reporter of the year 


points at its worst, a far cry 
from the talk of a 500 ecash. 


240 


Selling was occasionally 
heavy. Many private investors, 
fearing the start of a collapse 
of confidence, locked in at 
least some of their profits. 

Investment strategists, 
however, were inclined to be 
unfazed by it all, a necessary 


3m the talk of a 500 crash. 
Footsie’s rally from the 


'220 p'jpjJ 1 1 1 I* 


depths, a recovery of 80.2, is 
unlikely to be carried throueh 


unlikely to be carried through 
on Monday. Indeed, there are 
fears Grey Friday could be fol- 
lowed by Black Monday. The 
general view is that shares will 
open lower with suggestions of 
a snap new year election and 


the suspicion another interest 
rate increase is near drowning 
any enthusiasm. 

Even so, ever the optimist 
the market remains hopeful the 
present upheaval will be a rel- 
atively brief aberration and it 
win stSl experience a Christmas 
rally - but possibly from a 
rather lower base than seemed 
likely a few weeks ago. 

Government stocks took a 
hammering. At one lime they 
were down more than 1 2. A 
late rally cut falls to nearer 
£1 5 A. 

In turnover terms it was a 
profitable day for the market 


with trading topping 700 znD 
lion. And Haaepoint, the 
fledgling rival to the mark et. 


had its best day with deals 
worth £12m against the previ- 
ous record of £9^m. 

There is no doubt the upset 
has frightened many of the less 
experienced takeover players. 
Some stockbrokers were fret- 
ting about punters who have 
long term 1-25 trades. "There 
could, if shares continue to wflt 
be a run of defaulters," be- 
moaned one private client 
broker. 

Only one Rxnae constituent 
managed to advance. BTR, for 
long in the doghouse, gained 7p 
to 237Sp as it long-awaited 
trading statement turned out to 
be more encouraging than 
expected. 

On any other day the shares 


would have enjoyed a heady 
double-digit advance. 

Rofls-Royce, the aero engi- 
neer group, was the biggest 
Footsie faller, dropping S5p 
to 238p. Some of the takeover 
candidates were hard hit; Stan- 
dard Char tere d , the banking 
group, retreated 33Jp to 
663.5p; GRE 1 15p to 263p and 
Prudential Corporation 19 Jp 
to 481p. 

Zeneca, at one time down 
70p, ended 49.5 p off at 
l,581.5p. House of Fraser fell 
10.5p to 161p. 

Analyst comments were 
largely lost in the resounding 
crash. ABN Amro Hoare Gov- 
ett produced a 95 Op target 
price for BOC, the chemical 
group, but watched the price 
fall 16.5p to 897p. 

Merrill Lynch downgraded 
profit expectations at Booker, 
the fbod group, helping the 
shares 11.5p lower to 4025p. 

Even a spark of takeover ac- 
tion failed to create much in- 


spiration. Northern Electf* 

Euned just lp to 60l5p as bm- 

derCE Electric, the US utihiy, 
raised its offer to 650p- The 

Americans have 29.9 per cent 
of Northern. Whitehall is ex- 
pected to pronounce on the bid 
later this month. 

Widney, the specialist engi- 
neer, added 2p to 62p asSEP 
Industrial declared a 5.46 per 

cent stake. A profit wanting last 

month pushed the shares. 
12825p a year ago, to 42-5p. 
Widney is ditching most of its 
brewing equipment side inan 
effort to improve its perfor- 
mance. SEP, a bolts and screws 
group, ended little changed at 
50p. 

Sukeboard, the leisure 
group, held at 3.75p after plac- 
ing 2 million shares at 3p. 

Haemocell, the snuggling 
healthcare group, slumped 4p 
to 9p; it produced losses of 
f i 7m and plans to raise £2m 
through a placing and open 
offer at 3p. 


ncaspian, owner of Leeds 
Utd football club, finned 
a-*- vfcfelitv Intern 



Uta rooiDw 1 — : : 

0.25p to 32p- Fidelity Interna- 
tional has built a -L29 per 
cent interest and 
a US investor; who could join 
the board, is shopping lor a 
significant share stake. New 
stockbrokers may be appoint- 
ed. Merrill Lynch, already 
Manchester Utd’s broker, 
could join Caspian’s City 
team. 


rtLynx, the computer group, 
fall 15p to Sip. Stockbroker 
Greig Middleton has nudged 

up its profit forecasts to 
£93m this year and £11 -5m 
next, ft rates the shares a buy 


Qlrimble at Woodstock, the 
Ofex traded pub company 
Bass, the brewing giant, has 
appointed a receiver to Wood- 
stock's Kingston Inn sub- 
sidiary, which has 45 pubs. 
Woodstock shares are sus- 
pended at 15p. 
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Frequent Traders Clnb from ShareUnk. 

£16-50 a trade. It costs only £60 pa plus £6 per quarter. 
Service and rewards for the active investor. 
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sport 


A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 


As the southern 
hemisphere tourists 
prepare for today's final 
matches in Europe this 
winter, Chris Hewett 
argues that a global 
comparison between 
the best of the new 
generation of players 
presents worrying 
signs for European 
rugby union 

F eeling bruised, battered and gen- 
erally downtrodden? Is your ego in 
taneis? Are your expectations Jew? 
The chances are you are suffering from a 
debilitating condition known as the Home 
• Unions Rugby Syndrome, an unusually 
acute form of depression that coincides with 
visits by specific groups of people - namely 
All Blacks, Springboks and Wallabies. 
Last weekend's convincing re affirm a- 

C n of southern hemisphere superiority 
London, Cardiff and Paris merely 
underlined the fact that European rugby, 
and the British game in particular, is find- 
ing it difficult to tread water, let alone start 
swimming. Statistics seldom paint a comp- 
lete picture but it is an uncomfortable 
thought that in percentage terms, the per- 
formances of the four home nations 
against the big three are running at ahnrer 
unprecedented levels of failure. Only in 
the decade split in two by the First World 
■ War did success prove more elusive. As 
Phil de GlanviSe. the England captain, ad- 
mitted after last weekend's New Zealand 
Barbarians extravaganza at Twickenham, 
the game turned on acts of individual bril- 
liance. The genius of Christian Cullen, 
Andrew Mehrtens, Carlos Spencer and 
Andrew Blowers, was enough to wreck 
even the best-laid game plan. Just as John 
Eales and Matthew Burite inspired Aus- 
tralia to last month's victory over Scotland. 

There has long been a suspicion that 
British rugby is simply unable to produce 
players of comparable skill - at least. Dot 
in the numbers found south of the Equa- 
tor. Yet John Hari, the All Black coach 
responsible forthat spine-tingling display 
/tithe New Zealand Barbarians, disagrees. 

. ‘'England, in particular, has such a vast 
playing base that it must translate into a 
deep reservoir of talent,” he said, pre- 
ferring to diagnose flawed selection and 
an obsession with size rather than speed 
as key factors in England's defeat 
As our comparisons between four of the 
southern hemisphere's finest and a quar- 
tet of obvious contenders for next sum- 
mer’s Lions tour of South Africa dearly 
demonstrates, JBritain is still capable of 
finding the raw material yet match-winners 
• like Burke and Eales were the finished 
articles by the time they reached their 
early 20s, while Tim Sampson and Simon 
Shaw are still in international nappies. 

If they are to fulfil their potential, they 
need regular exposure against the men 
they are looking to emulate. New Zealand 
and Australia have played 10 full in- 
ternationals during 1996, the South 
Africans 11 and crucially, all three sides 
. have been able to knit together in a tour 
environment. England, by contrast, wfll 
play wily their sixth Tfest of the year against 
Argentina next weekend and have not 
4 travelled further than Paris since the World 
ACup IS months ago. Jack Rowell, the Eng- 
land coach, spends far less quality rime 
with his charges than he would like and 
is justified in his regular attacks on both 
the quantity and quality of bis fixture list. 

Michael Jones, the New Zealand 
flanker, repeatedly refers to the ‘All Black 
dub”. The home nations are a millio n miles 
away from that sort of intimacy and until 
Lhey discover how to generate it, the 
brightest talent in Britain wfll struggle to 
match their role models Down Under. 


FULL-BACK 


SECOND ROW 


: BEST OF BRITISH 

Thu Stimpson ■ 
lNe*caatJe and Erwtend) 

Age:- 2 3. Height 6ft 3in. 
Weight iLSst 73b. 

Well, we know he can tackle. 
Stimpson may have missed 
the Jfcgfan PaotaVfeccan a fort- 
night ago hut, perversely, he 
made a much better fist of 
stopping Jonah Lomu dead in 
i . his tracks last week. One 
^ cap Into' his Ttest career; t he 
strapping- Durham University 
gra duate already looks a good 
bet for the Lktns next summer; 
generally sound in- defence 
and unshakeabie under the 
aerial bombardment, he can 
also hurt opponents with his 
bruising runs from deep. The 
. sooner Jack Rowell adds kick- 
ing to his list of. duties, the 
better, .. ' 





CREAM OF THE' SOUTH 
Matthew .Burloi 

(New South Wales and Ausosfia) 
Agb: 23. -Height: 6ft Un 
weight; 15sr 9ttv 
Christian CuDen's running game 
v Is one of the wonders of the a@3 
.a but Burke's muitl-dimensionai . 
talent gues him the slightest of 
edgas at tha acrid peddngonfec. 
far mow dependable than hs New 
Zealand rival un d erthe hig h ball, 
he also stands comparison with 
thevery.besti 

on the scene - 
beyond the save. 

Which is not to say that Burke 
cannot raise a &flop. a witness his 
SOmetre solo tiy against the Aflj 


Celtnet 




\ 






Had® IS BriBbarjoteia summer 


P you want prooL 


| THE; BEST OF BRITISH 

i Shaw. (Bristol and England) . 

A«s: 23. Height: Oft 9hv Weight 20st 2lb. 

England's industrial base has not disappeared entirely: 
the rugby team still has an angne room that produces. ' 
marketable gsods on a round-the-clock basis. If* a ques- , 
tjonof heritage; we have seen Mamues and Curie, Beau- 1 
monrand Ooiaougi, Ackfart and Dooley and now Johnson I 
and Shaw. Had it not been for serious injuries to knee < 
and ankle, Shaw would have played tor his country as a j 
21-yaspoW. Btessed with fly-paper hands, starting pace 
and an alert rugby mind, he was bom tor the big stage, f 


IV 

THE CREAM OF THE SOUTH 
John Eales (Queensland and Australia) 

Ago: 26. Height 6ft 7m. Weight ITst 81b. 

BAs could have turned out virtually anywhere tor Australia 
- in any sport, that is, not iust any position. Such are hta 
ban-playing skills and athlete virtuosity that it is just as easy 
to see him in Aussie Rules or basketball as union. A once 
in a lifetime lock who can run, jump, catch, tackle, scrum- - 
mage, ruck, maik and even Juuk better than any other sac- 1 
ond row of tns generation, he is one of the few ttf n f m wads 
in history who can justly be labelled a match-winner, tf ad ] 
that sounds too $iod to be true, go and watch him play 

A 


HOW THEY 
COMPARE 


The similarities between the world's best and the world's newest are striking: Burke and 
Stimpson are the same age, almost the same height, carry virtually the same poundage 
and possess an almost Identical range of talents. However, there is something about the 
Australian system that allows them to blood accomplished players at the top level far 
more quickly than the British. 


Can Shaw hope to emulate Eales as a new-age lock forward who offers brains and brawn as a 
matching pair? It’s a big ask as the Ausses say; but eady Indications point to the emergence of a 
potentially great second row, in the southern hemisphere tradition rather than the northern one. 
Like the outstanding Wallaby, he is the footballer whose clarity of thought increases with the pres- 

I sure rather than disappears in the opposite direction. Certainly, England's least experienced tight 
forward would not have looked out of place in the New Zealand Barbarians pack last weekend. High praise indeed. 


HOW THEY 
COMPARE 


STAND-OFF 


FLANKER 
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the bestoF British 

Gregor Townsend (Northampton and Scotland} . - - .- *J I 
Agrc'23. HtigJt 5lt fLlln. Weight: 12KTlb._ 
tn a perfect worid, the boos selectors ’tiotild probably plcR] 
Scotland's wondfflfoBy unorthodox captain as outside cen-l 
-i tte; -where. his 1 sharp pace and bewildering ball skffisxould] 

; be ufflteed In a Jooee-fbnwfo-ftee tone, Sadly, ■fownsmfsL , 
y pre-mitnm» arrxxigBritishstHnd-of&blB«lyb> force their H 
r h^'^ycHjarelucift have awto-ctes ptey-51 1 

e maker; you need to gw- him access to the baH.TTie one : \;1 
British No 10 wtw ml^reasonabfy expect a Test place sooth , 

£ipf the equabr-rAUsti^'^for.ii^ would kill for him. y 


TIE CREAM OF THE SOUTH 
Andrew Mefartens {Canterbury and NevtrZsaland). ,r 
AgK 23, Height 5ft llin. Weight: J3stGib. :v 
TfesJie was brffliant, but forget Carters Spenoec just for a 

second. Die reel diamond of .Afl Stack rugby Is MehrtBhs 

who, .as the national captain Sean Rtzpatrick readily, ad-' 

mits,was the catalyst for Jonah Lomu's extraonSnary per- 

formances at last jeer's World Cup. Think of a. Michael 
Lynagh with real gas' or a buccaifetifeg version of Grant; 
Fox and you have the perfect description of the finest New-; 
^alarfoWfwe-eigWh smce God wore short irousefS.-Hei 
Is out there on hts own. 


THE BEST.OF BRITISH. 
A a wrencq DaBag flo "■ 
[(Wasps arid Engand) 
k 24. Haight 6ft 4in. 
tgrrt last m ■ - 
l Dalladfo is a dess act and no one I 
do of playing with ; aimast! 

equal ffscSty in all three back-row 

positions should be redded 

fi^idy. But he isnaturaBy more 

suited to Gfein the No 8 or No 

6 shirt e- Indeed, ha was saying 

as roach Nrnsatf just met a year 

ago. Fbr atl the resourcefulness 

( has shown In switching to the 

fopen-sjete berth. Engand may just 

ba sdttig him short by 
them feere. Jack FtoweTs part«fity 

-towards big,. loose, forwards -is 

lipdMMStobbutftlsI 

more a «ce than a habit 


THE CREAM OF THE SOUTH 
Andrew Blowers 1 .-. 

(Auckland and New Zealand) 

AHK 21. Height 6ft 4in. - 
Weight: 16st 71b. 

If England can bo^t a grand sec- 3 
ond row badttioQ and Wtiles pant 
to an outside-hair fectoy. New 
Zieatand can celebrate an endless | 
stream of high-dan breakaways 1 
who have proved themselves 
quicker, meaner, more physical 
and more committed than the 
. re$L Blawsrs is the latest keeper 
of a flame held in past genera- 
tions by Nathan, Moune and 
Michael Jones. Living proof that 
the .Super-12 provincial tourna- 
ment can uncover hidden -gams, 
he can took forward with relish to 
the 1999 Worid Cup and beyond. 

IP* - 


Townsend has hts limitations with the boot; he does not kick goals for either dub or country and 
as a tactical kicker he is not in the same league as Rob Andrew, the Lions outside-half In 1989 
and 1993, let alone Mehrtens. What he can do is unlock tight defences with a shimmy of the hips, 
a show of the ball or an oblique pass out of the tackle. Mehrtens is more Barry John than Phil Ben- 
nett, a deceptive glider with a killer right instep. His purist approach contrasts sharply with Townsend’s 
trickery and the wounds he inflicts tend to be cleaner and more telling. 


HOW THEY 
COMPARE 


It’s down to instinct All great open-sides have possessed a hunter’s instinct a nose for the seem 
of blood. Men like Blowers have possessed it all their rugby lives and allow It to dictate their entire 
approach to the game. According to John Hart the New Zealand coach, DaJlaglw is a natural blind- 
side who should be given his head in that position, fou can see his point: while the Wasps captain 
Is dose to Blowers in physique, his mind-set is very different. Why waste the most potent loose for- 
ward in the English game in his least effective position? 


HOW THEY 
COMPARE 


decides to bow out 


Terry Kingston, the former Ire- 
land booker and ca pt ai n , has an- 
nounced his retirement from 
representative rugby. "1 had a 
most enjoyable career but the 
tim e has come for me to step 
aside. J want la devote more 
time to my job." he said. 

Kingston is a dfrector of a 
computer accessories and sys- 
tems company in his native 
Cork in the Republic of Ireland. 
He won 29 caps and played in 
i ail three World Cup tourna- 
ments. captaining Ireland in 
South Africa last war. 

The 33 -year-old Kingston, 
who will continue to turn out for 
his dub Dolphin, was on Ire- 
land's tours to Namibia in 1991. 
New Zealand in 1992 and Aus- 
tralia in 1994 and won bis Last 
cap against France in Pirns last 
season. 

“Being captain of Ireland 
was a great honour, as was 
leading Munster in the 1992 de- 


feat of the Wallabies," he said. 
“And I was very happy to be 
back in the Munster team this 
season, but now the time has 
come to concentrate cm my job 
and on my club." 

Kevin Bowring, the Wales 
coach, and Terry Cobner, the 
Welsh Rugby Union director of 
rugby, wiH be at Twickenham to- 
day before selecting the side to 
play South Africa on Sunday 
week-They will be especially in- 
terested in the four Welshmen 
playing for lire Barbarians - 
Scott "Quinnell, his brother 
Craig. Allan Bateman, Dale 
McIntosh and Nigel Wdker. 

An inept forward perfor- 
mance against Australia last 
Sunday left many questions. “It 
was^ very disappointing when you 
consider what we treated,*’ Cob- 
ner said. “Players need to assert 
themselves. ’ 

“We must take a wider look 
at what is available, which is why 


this match represents a good 
opportunity. We are looking 
for a considerable progression 
against South Africa* 5 

The team announcement has 
been delayed until Monday, 
with pressure mounting on 
Bowring for changes. Gareth 
Jenkins, the former Wales as- 
sistant coach, believes there 
could be at least four. 

“Kevin’s last selection wasn’t 
good enough. The Australians 
showed up inadequacies in the 
front row, second row and back 
row although I am sure that 
Kevin is well aware of his prob- 
lems," Jenkins said. 

“He has-to question Jonathan 
Humphreys' throwing in to the 
Ime-out and his ability else- 
where, while he must also look 
closely at Derwyn Jones.” 

The 6ft lOin Jones was inef- 
fective against the Wrilabies. 
and will probably make way for 
Craig QuinnelL 


S Africa wary of French backlash 


South Africa will be waiy of re- 
cent French histoiy when they 
seek to defend their series lead 
in the second and final Test at the 
Parc des Princes this afternoon. 

A weakened French side lost 
22-12 in the first Test in Bordeaux 
• Iasi Saturday against a Spring- 
hok team unchanged this week- 
. end for a recurd fourth IbsL 
^ However, France have a 
m proud tradition of bounemghadt 
'? from losing the first Test to win 
the second. Andre MarkgraafT, 
the Springbok coach, whose 
team (ace Wiles next Sunday, 
said: “The French have not swal- 
lowed the defeat in Bandeaux and 
j lhey will be looking for revenge." 


Four years ago, France lost 
20-15 in Lyon but then crushed 
the Springboks 29-16 at their 
favourite Parc des Princes. 
James Small, South Africa’s 
wingers said: “It will be terrible 
this time. The French are likely 
to kick their penalties and we 
will perhaps not have the hick 
of the firet Test when the referee 
gave us a try that wasn’t." _ 
France have made eight 
changes from the first Test -six 
in personnel and two positional 
Olivier Merie, who has recov- 
ered from a rib injury, has been 
recalled at lock to bolster a heav- 
ier pack aimed at countering the 
Springboks’ forward strength. 


Jean-Qaude Skrela, the French 
coach, has also given a first cap 
to the 28-year-old winger Lau- 
- rent Le flam and, and picked 
wing; David Venditti, stand-off 
Chnstophe Lamaison, scrum- 
half Guy Accocebeny and 
hooker Marc Dal Maso. 
Richard Dourthe switches from 
wing to centre while captain 
Abddatlf BenazzT moves from 
. flanker to No 8. 

FRANCE J-L Sedouny, L Udamand. R 
Dwrths. S Qss, 0 Veretttfc C Lamaeen, G 
tom*^CCaH»^MDBlMaso,FTouf- 
tiare. OM^ ^P^ou^p Benetton, 

W, A Seram (cm- 

SOUTH AflBCA: A JOvteft J SmA J Mi* 
aar, H le Roux, J 0 ftrtr, H Hon bat. J van 
oer VMBOuiwv d nwon, j Dalton, a Gar- 
vey, K Wen. M Andrews, R svuget, A Ven- 
ter. G Tetetimann leapt). 


WEEKEND FIXTURES 


TODAT 
Football * 

Matches nof on pools coupons; 3.0 unless 
statof 

KtS LEABUE Praofar DMafcm: Btehopt 
Stcrtfarehi Careftatton; Otensey K6a*t DuJ- 
wich v Aytesbuy: Grays v Oxford Ow; Hen- 
don v Starnes Hevtxwge v Httchln; Purflea 
v Harrow Borough; Sutton um v Dagenham; 
feafrgvKngstonttn. KretOhfefan: 

Cton Town v Canvey teirnd; AlDwEttot v Mait- 
enhesd: Barton Rovers vMolesey; BMerlcay 
v BwWiamEted; Bograr Regis v Tooting & 
Mtatam; Chetfam v Crayoon; Hampton v 
Thum« Leyton ftswam <i Wonnm® Uxbridge 
v Basinennte: Whyteksafe v Marlow. Sec- 
ond DIvUok Cheshuu V Bradratt: Edg- 
wanr v MetropoTrtan PoSce; Ejham * 
Wwnhoe; Hemet Hen^stead v Doriang Hor 
snamvCharfcrtStPexenHunEtofDnlvCo*- 
Ser Row h Romfotl: leaCieiteed v Wambtay; 
Leighton v BarUr« TUbury v Bedford; were 
v Windsor & Eton; WBham v Bvwtead. IMd 
DMsk»: Brwrtree v RactoeH Heath; Oap- 
ton v Hertfbid; Epsom & BmbI v Waakfeones 
Bartow v 1tln£ HomcTiurcfi v Wngao & Rndi- 
ley; Nngsbuiy v East Thunwk; Narttiwood 
v Camtwrtey; SowhaB v Lms. 

UMBOND LEAGUE Premier DtvMoic Ac- 
cmgron Stanley v BJyth Spartans; Bamber 


LHSPORT UWTED OtHATTES LEAGUE 
Premier DhWore Boston fcwn v Desbom^i; 
Coeanhoe v Bourne; Kempston v Hoibeecn; 
Newport Pagiefl v Fort Sports: Northampton 
Spencer v Mirlees aackstone; St Meets v 
StortoW; SpaMng v Long BucW* Stamfonl 
v Ejnesbuiy. Smurfs & Lloyds Cort# v WOot- 
ton; WeSngJxyoujJi y moon. 


ar: 


Bndga v Errtfey: Burtnh v Spanriymoor Cnor- 
ley » Alfrwon; FMdOey v Wrararri; Galns- 
boraueh v Kmslay; Gutealeyy wtoon: teak 
v Lancaster Mains vHyde; Runcorn v Bar- 
ton. First Division: AshertOrt 1 Laburnum 
Rovers v Worksop: Bradford Park Avenue v 
Wfamngjxe DrojIaJen vQ^zon Aanoo; Fare- 
ley Ceftlc v Condemn; Uncoln Utd v Flcdon; 
Mattock v NKherftefcJ; Radeeffc Boraugyi v 
Eastwood Town: Sajctehridg: r WTitt- 

ley Bay v Great Harwood: Vltortdngton v Ash- 
ton um. 

Dft MARTENS LEAGUE PremMr DMsloa 
BaUodivWxasmnChefodDrdvCsrforti^i 
City: Cheftenhem v Gravesend; Dorchester 
v Atfierstane: Gloucester v Burton: Gredey 
Aoume; “ 

MertnyriydfilvCi 
v Halesowen Town, 
sten vftxhwel; Outflow VS Ruftr: Bissham 
v Graitham: Racxig CUP warwIcK v CortK 
Raunds v Biaston; RedcHttfi v Shepshed Dy- 
namo; Stafford Rangers v Raget Rangers; 
StourBridge v Bedworttv Sutton OoBHdd v 
HlncWey Town; fenworrh v Moor Graaa 
Southern DMston: Cirencester v Way 
mootft; Cfowdonv Eirttti & Beftedere; Dart* 
ford v BasMey; Fanham v Buefongiam -tarn; 
Rstier u Newport |foW); Fleet v Forest 
Green; Ha^vMargaw TbntrtgevTrow- 
OMge; wetertooule vWtmey; Vtea Tbem v 
VlfoSton-superMere- 

WWSTOtCEAD KENT LEAGUE: Corirttnan 
v Beckenham; Deal v Tunbridge Wefts 
FCfcjsmnehwaa vCrodenh* HytnevWbof- 
wen. 

UNLET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rrct Dl* 
vision: Arundel v PeecetBum aWecombK 
Heaocts v Haenam; Uiww v Oakwood: 
MfieOakvHorsfiamYMCA;PnriliaidvSoutfv 
vriefo Sattfoan v Paghom: Selssy EasQxune 
Tbwre Shorteum v Rnener, Wick v WNte- 
hawk. 


sforc Bristol Manor Farm v Rwhon; Ctup- 
penham v Chant Odd Down v BedMefi; 
Westbury v Tomngton. 

NORTHERN COUNTCS EAST LEAG1£ Pre- 
mier DMskm: Amompe v Noth Fern by; 
Arnold v Pfckeitnt BeJper u Sheffield; Brfffi 
v Denabyr Haltam v Ossett Atokm; Mattoyv 
GkrshouijTiMT: OssatTbrm v L*«sedgK PCO- 
tefract v Thaddey: AsMMd v Hetltaid Main; 
Selby v Huchnan. 

NORTH WEST COUKTES LEABUE Fk*t Di- 
vWm: Atherton Cofliories v NantwidK 
Burscougi v Mosdey; Chaddertcn v Neweaato 
Town: Denmn vPibscoc Easamod Hanlqrv 
HoBer Old Bom Glossop v Qithcroe; Mara 
Road V Bootle; Rossendaie v Wdsgrwe: Sal- 
Sard v Blackpool Rovers; St Helens v Vbuv- 
had G*4. 

£WSON WESSEX LEAOUE: Boumemoutn 
y Cowes Sports; Brockenhust v Eesdeigi; 
DowntonvBAEEa5t Cooes vThercftam: ft- - 
tErsfleid v Portsmouth RN; RomsnvWlm- 
beme: Rytfe y Gospcre tNHlchuth v Bemarton 
Hesth. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEASE Premier DM- 
akxn Bun Town » Halstead: Clacton v 
Hatlegt; rafonhamvD^RAstMBvNHV' 
matec Gfldeann v MaicN Kannicfi £ ftrte- 
ston v Lowestoft Soham v Groat Yarmoudi; 
Tedree w WWare Wamoyev Stomaka: Wis- 
bech v UtoodWdfcL- Ittnhtci v Sutftuy Wan- 
derers. 

HTERUMt EXPRESS HOMJUD AUIAWE 
Barwefi v PelsaH VIHa; Chasetmvn v Oldbury; 
Parsnora v Halesowen Harders; Rooester v 
Hinckley Athletic; RushaU Olympic v Knyper- 
sky VtouriK SandwdH Borough v Styfnah 
Stapenbfl v Brtdgwrth; Stratford v Batene): 
WM Midlands Pofce v BaUmene St Mtohaeb: 
WllenhaB v Btawncfu 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Fist Division: Crook v I 
Gustxirougli v Dunston; Murton v 1 
RIM Nmcwde vConsetc Sea ham Red Star 
v BeflTngan l&nas; Sh«on v Barman 
thonia; Stockton v South Shields WticWwm 
V Momettv Whitiby y ChesteMe-StiesL 
PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE; 
Qacfinaoiddfo vBucfoe INstie; Co« Raters 
v Loesiernouth; Fbnee Mechanics v Rothes; 
Fort VWam y Deverorwaie 1130K Fwertxigi 
v heith; Nam County v Brora Rangere. 
SMWFFIRBH LEAGUE Praader DMmtc 
AdsvCnjsadesKCMtonvVevI^ruddMtGfo- 
nawi v Unfleld; taeraran v Colsiaino. Fla 
Dwraow Belydera v Bedgy; Beiymenav 
Newy; temev Camelc Omagh v Ddstinety. 

LEAGUE OF WULE& Ceemerfbn y ftwon fav 
rjc Carmarthen v Bang? Ow tomah’s Ouay 
v Gemaes Boy; Conwy v Brny CL301: Rnt v 

Porthmadog Halyvwll v Cwmbraru Nawrown 
vngftTbn PBntesvWMshpodL 
HARP PWIWNAL LEAGUE OF KELAND PH*- 
mter DMslorc Deny City v Dundalk {7301: 
Home Farm Everton v Finn Harps (730). 


Rugby Union 

3.0 tadess stated 

MTERIUnONAL MATCH 

Barbarians v AustraEa ■■■■■ 

far 7Wctanhsrn) 

PIXMGTON CUP Fourtli Round: Read- 
ing v Wldnes CZ-15). 

COURAGE CLUBS* CHAMPtoNSHP Na- 
tional League One Bath v Harlequins 
l2JJ5h Gloucester v London Insfi; Omell v 
West Hadeoool i2.0); Wasps v BrtstoL Na- 
tional League Threw Leeds v Cfifton; 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE First Dmsfon: 
CaaipMIN v CanM 1 (230); Uanedi v New- 
bridge (230); Newport v Dunmnt [2.30); 
Pontypridd v Bridgtnd (230); Swansea v 
Neath (230; Ttoorctyv&tar Veto (230). 
SRU TBftENTS CHANFIONSMP Prander 
Lsagus First Division: BonugimiwvWat- 
sorttws 12.0k Cume v Melrose (2.0): Haw- 
ick v •Staring County [2-0): Jed-Fdrest v 
Henofs FP (2.0). r 


oral DMtiorc Berar v Qa»w Acads I2G); 
GHK v Kdso (2.0); Gala v fidfobu 


urgi 

(2.0) ; West of Scotland v Dundee HSFP 
(2J». Premier Ln0ie TDM tXviskn: Kirk- 
caUy v Glasaw Southern (2.0); Peebles 
v Mussefcugi C2 jOV; Preston Lodgtv SeHrk 
(ZO); Stewart’s Mel FP v KUmamock 

(2.0) . Premier League Powtii Division: 
Ayr v Grangemouth (2-0): Corstorphine v 
Gordon Ians (2.0); HiRieacVJonJanhB v 
Haddington (ZO); Langholm y GlenrDthes 
(ZO). 

INSURANCE CORPORATlCm LEAGUE 
First Dtvtston: Batymena v Dmnure Coil 
(230); Cork Constitution v Instoruans 
[230); Ganyowan v Btadooch Cofle^ 
(53 Oi: Lanadowne v Dun^rran (2301; 
OB Wesley v Old Dekc d ere (230); St Mali’s 
CoCegB v Old Creecem (230); Vtxing 
Munster v Shannon (230). Second Dtvi- 
fion: CJontnrf v UCC (230): Dolprtn v war- 
deiera (2301; Greyaonw v Malone (2301; 
HighfieW v Bsctive Ranters (Z30); 
Monte»«ivDLSP(230):IW:vSiDday’s 
Wei [230)3temes v Deny (Z30). 
COUNTY CHAMPI0N5MP South Pool 
Otm Hertfordshre v Surrey (at Hertford). 
S<WtilPd<>IT)Mk:Buekif)gh3mshlf8v0a- 
von (at AyfesbiJiyi Z1S); mkfesex v Sonv 
ensflt (at 0 Merchant TBytes, 2.151. 
South Pool Three: Berkshire v Eastern 
Ctxrtes (at Bfacfotel. Z15): Dorset fiWte 
v Hamps/vre (fat Bournemouth. Z15). 
South Pool Fnun Gtoucestarehire v Sus- 
sex (at Cheltenham, 230): Kent v Corn- 
wall (at US Chatham. 2301. North Pool 
One: Cumbria v East MUJarus (a: Wort- 
fngton, 2.0); Lancashire v Leicestershire 
(at Waterloo, 2.15). North Pool Vox 
Cheshire v Warwickshire (at Biikanhead 
Part, 2301; Northumberland u Notts, 
Linca & Derby (at Tynedale, 23). North 
Pool Three; Duitwn v North Midlands (tot 
EHaydon. 235): Vbrtahbe v Staffonfshro 
(at HaMn, 2J5). 

ANGUOWELSHSCCONDDMSIOMCOBI- 
PCTmON Group A: Cross (toys v Richmond 
(230); Maesngv Wteertoo (230). Bop 
8: Abercjmon v Moseley (230); Coventry 


v South Wales Police. Group C: Aberayon 
v Bedford i230); AbartWery v NoofoSam 
(230); WtaheAekl v UWIC (Caidff ha 230). 
droop D: Bonymaen v Rugby (230); Lon- 
don Scottish v Uandoveiy; Ystradgmlais v 
Rotherham (230). 

CLUB MATCHES: Asoatna v Btaydon 
(230): Ebmur^iam/Sofiltel v Camp H9 
(230); Eteton v waist* (2301; High 
Wycombe vAyiesbuy (230); KendalvVlck- 
ee (230B LcrtWa yflenyHII <Z30t: Lfcw- 
pool St Helens v New Bn^iton (230); 
London Welsh v Henley r2.15); Manches- 
ter vWfanstow 12.30); Newbury v Wtorces- 
ter; North Watsham v Swfoury i2.30); 
Sandal v Bndimgun (2.15); Stoke v 
WWWfhampton (2.30). 

Hockey 

NASITO A22URRO South PramicR Ash- 
ford V ktaldenhead: Chichester V Richmond; 
H bJi Wlrombe v Becketham: 00 VWut- 
gjftians v Old hfogStonteiK Ram^ihla v Wfo- 
chesia: Spencer v Ancftorians; 'fonbnagB 
Walls v Bournemouth; Wimbledon v Hamp- 
stead & WfeJmnster; WWong v Faieham; 
Wohmgham v Gore Court. 

ADNAMS EAST Premier: Chelmsford v 
Bishops Stonfoid; Colchester v Ipswich; 
Dereham v Cambridge Qty: Redondga & D- 
ford « Peterborough Town; Sudbury v Cam- 
bridge Unnrersnu 

DtZ MDLAND Premier KhalsavHarbane; 
Loughborough Students v 6fonnch; North 
Notts v Coventry 4 North Wianndk; Notting- 
ham v Bbssonineld: Oten & West Warwick 
v Hampton in Aiden. 
north First DMskHi: Chester v Sheffield 
BanhaKttenn^tevNestontNoronvFoim- 
by; temfertua v Ben F&iydding: Southport 
v Spnnghekts; Timpertey v SwaBwell. 
SUNUFE WEST OF ENGLAND ft SOUTH 
WALES Premier; Bath Buccs v Weston- 
super- Mart; Dan ft uon v Clevedon; Pty- 
rnouth v Itotetsons; &wnsea v Whrtdudr, 
Taunton VWe v Bristol Umversty. , 
WOMQTS WEST Premier: Exeter v 
Cheltenham; Leominster v ColwaS; Red- 
land v Yate: Wflitbonw Wayfarers v 
Bournemouth. 

BasketbaB 

nmOML TROPHY Samf-Anal first leg: 
Rymouth vWesnrunfitw (730). 
BtIDWBSER LEAGUE: Butfit^s Vtothtog 
Bears v Playboy TV Leopards (&0). 

7-UP TROPHY: Derey Storm v Sheffield 
Sharts (730); Leicester Rfoers v Chester 
Jets (730); Thames Valley Tigers v Peugaot 
Bui lets Birming h a m (8-0). 

Ice hockey 

BENSON Afto HEDGES CUP FVIAL 
AyrScetush Eajfos v Nomngwm Panihws 
(at Sheffited Arena) 

Other sports 

BGMNQ: Scotland amateurs v Engand am- 
ateure iGtasgow). 


TOMORROW 

Football 

LEAGUE OF WALES: inter Catee-Tel CanJilf 
vCaemn (3.01. 

HARP NATJONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND Pre- 
mier Division: Bray Wanderers v Shamrock 
fb«s aoe CO* Oiy V Umemy COKff Dubln 
[2.01; ShtdDOunu tfSKfip Roiexs 13.151. 

Rugby Uirion 

(3.0 unless stated) 

COURAGE anas' GHAMTtONSMP Ndkad 
League Ono: LmcesKv v Nontumpron; Sara 
oer* vSde. 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Pnmfor: Harford Tiftre 
v Caniettuy tl.0); GisKtfbni v Cannock 
112.01; Houwkm v East Gnretead (1230i; Old 
Louffnmuns v Reakng 0.301: Sutxion v Ha- 
vant l230>; Tedding] on v SOUth^te 1130 
Broom Roadl. Fktt DMdm Crostyx v Hul 
ILCK; Doncaser v Cuv of Axtsmouth i2.0t; 
Ed0U3ion v BroaManrtSi (1301; Firebrands v 
BrorNev (1.0); Gfouce£ter Qty v Bouffivda 
(130); Hatteaon Massres v Bfoehans (2.0); 
ShHferd v Odorti Utm C.0i; Si Albans v levies 
(2.0); Stoutput v isca il.Ol: Trojans v Indian 
GimWuna (i30); Vttunngwi v Beeston IUJ). 

Basketball 

NATIONAL CUP SemHInal mcomI lag; Ex- 
Xto London Towns vPiaytoc* TV leopeRts i5.Q>. 
NATIONAL TROPHY SemHInal second log: 
Westmmaw v Ptvmoutn i3.0i. 

BUDWOSER LEAGUE: Converse Crystal 
Palace v Hemel ft Watford Royals (7.15L 
7UP TIIOPHVi Cnester v Ncwusde (S3|. 

Ice hockey 

SUPGRLEAfillE:AyrScaC£nEa£)esv»Bck- 
rteBeeslUOKCatHTDevtevSheflieidSeel- 
erc(&0l; Noitor)0iam Ptethers y Basmgnbke 
BWn 17.0). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

80 


The hours Real Madrid fans 
sport queueing for tickets for 
tonight's Spanish League 
game with Barcelona. The pa- 
tient supporters were visited 
at 130am by lull-back Rober- 
to Carlos and Real chairman 
Lorenzo Sanz, armed with 
coffee and sandwiches. 
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Henman 
tipped to go 

all the way 


Tennis 

ADRIAN WARNER 

reports from Munich 

Britain’s Tim He nman, who 
has enjoyed the most lucrative 
week of hi& life at the Grand 
Slam Cup, is capable of getting 
to the veiy top, Boris BeckjePs 
former coach said yesterday. 

Henman, who faces Becker 
in the first of Saturday’s semi- 
finals of the S6m (£3.75m) event 
where $812,500 will be at stake, 
plays some shots like the world 
No 1, Pete Sampras - accord- 
ing to Germany’s Davis Cup 
conch, Niki Pilic. 

'■When 1 first saw him some 
of his strokes reminded me of 
Pete Sampras," said PQic who has 
worked with some of the best 
players m the game. “He is ca- 
pable of getting into the top 10." 

Henman, ranked 29th in the 
world, has already earned 
$451,250 for reaching the last 
four of the richest tournament 
in tennis, doubling his earnings 
for the year. He is the biggest 
surprise of the event which 
pays out $1.625m to the winner. 


The Briton gave a com- 
manding display of serving in a 
quarter-final defeat of Wim- 
bledon finalist Mali\fei Wash- 
ington on Thursday. Ibdajfs 
match with Becker is arguably 
the biggest test of his career. 

Pilic, who has worked close- 
ly with Becker for many years. 


Briton might cause an upset 
But be faces an immense task 
against the three-times Wim- 
bledon champion who is play- 
ing some of the best tennis of 
his life and has the advantage 
of playing in front of his fanat- 
ical home supporters. 



Racket amusement: Goran Ivanisevic has a laugh during his win over Mark Woodfbrde yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


“It is possible [that Henman 
could win]," Pilic said. “But it 
would be a very big surprise. 
Boris is playing so welL He is 
serving so well and he has a lot 
of confidence. But it is not im- 
possible.” 

Becker is takin g nothing for 
granted against the Briton and 
was training hard for the match 
on Friday. "Once you get to die 
stage of playing a semi-final, 
whoever you are going to play 
has won two lough matches al- 
ready," the German said. “At 


that stage the name doesn’t nat- 
ter anymore.” 

Henman himsel f admita- “i 
need to get fitter and stronger to 
build up my stamina and enable 
me to play rallies of 50 strokes 
like you have to do in Paris." 

But Henman knows that 
against Becker he wiD have ao 
such problems. The rallies 
against the big-serving German 
should be extremely short Beck- 
er is not a man of unlimited pa- 
tience. He has one of the biggest 
serves in the game and if Hen- 
man is to stand any chance of vic- 
tory in this best-of-five-sets 
semi-final he must match his op- 
ponent in serving power. 


The defending champion, 
GoTan Ivanisevic, used his big 
serve to cruise into the semi- 
finals for the fourth time yes- 
terday by beating Mark Wood- 
forde 6-4, 6-4. 

Ivanisevic blasted 16 aces 
past the Australian doubles 
specialist Already the ace 
leader on the tour, yesterday's 

performance took him past the 

1,500 mark - to 1,511 aces for 
the year. 

“It’s going to be tough to 
break this record, even by me," 
Ivanisevic said. “It means that I 
have the best serve in the game.” 

GRAND SUM CUP (Utah*) 

G talus wte LCroe) Ol M Woodtafe lAiaQ 

6-4 6-4. 



Holgate joins new 
cherry and whites 


Wugbv league _ 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Wigra got their man yesterday 
signing Stephen Holgate, toe 
Workington second row, for 
£100,000. “We have been 
chasing him for almost 1~ 
months and we’re delighted 
he's coming to Wigan," Joe 
Lydou, the dub’s football man- 
ager, said. . 

“His style will suit Wigan 
down to the ground. We want 
competition for places - to get 
bade, to the situation of two in- 
ternationals for every shirt.” 

The 24-year-old Holgate, 
capped by England in 1995, was 
equally 'delighted to get his 


dream move from his natifc. 
Cumbria. “1 think 111 stop do- 
ing the lottery now, because I 
feel as though I've won it, he 

^Holgate stopped short of dc* 
daring he had always wanted to 

play in the cherry and white 
hoops, which was just as well on 
a dav which saw Wigan unvefi 
a new strip of cherry and while 
swirls with a tasteful homed hel- 
met motif- 

Salford believe that Holgate 
should be playing in their shade 
of red next season. They claim 
that Wigan should not have 
been allowed to sign the player 
while thev still owed Salford a 
£10,000 increment on the fee for 
Terry O’Connor. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


■ I- wouldn't Know; because I’d 
have jumped -off -toe stand. 
Bands U»,ihe Manchester C8y 
jjftairrBao, when asked vtoat the 
club's finances would be like if 
C% are-retegated this season. 

■ Qdr media have described 
Efierri as aroSteuis-and chicken 
■fcwnete. Wstoow thay are good 
pteyemand treatment as such, 
ft eke Atherton, me England 
crfcfcetcaftfaln.-afteiThe seven- 
widost defeat by Mbshbnaland. 
|| It was pure. luck. Peter 
SchnveWurf on fib saveaewst 
Rapid tflfflTna.vrfjfcb is bang ocxtk 
pared to me' one 'by Gordon 
: flaiks^fiom in the 1970 

VitoridCup^’". ‘ “ 


_ ru be ooing. besb W?1 
haven’t had the bast of Iflcdc rf 
against Germany te semi-final, 
meetings. Hm Henmam W 
British tenrtat**!. untris frieefr 
tog with Boris Bdckwar today's 
semi-flndsof thSOompaq ~ J 

Slam CupfivMurfch. - , . 

■There is defin^a^qtrac^ 
fivation. Andra-AJSMW 4 -^ — 
wortd No 1* 

Mark Mbodlbido^-,'' 
evbnt 

■ l cant say ri&'tD 

[Milan's 

1 can only resffSV 
stand. Arriga 
calling ft a day 
over as coach St’ 



Reading attempt to 
halt worrying slide 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

Reading, once Premier Division 
leaders, visit Old Loughtouians 
tomorrow having lost their last 
three League games. Already 
without the international 
Howard Hoskin, who will be 
missing for the next sot months 
with a stress facture. his fellow 
England colleagues Mark Peam 
and Simon Mason have injuries 
and are doubtful. New Zealan- 
der Grant Edwards has also 
gone home for Christmas. 

Julian Halls returns for Old 
Loughts following the two- 
match suspension given by his 
dub in the knowledge that Es- 
sex has extended the punish- 
ment to 16 davs. Halls is 


appealing a gains t the suspen- 
sion. Kaibtr Takher is missing 
from the squad of the League 
leaders, Cannock, at Guildford 
as he is still under suspension. 

The much-awaited return of 
Rob Hill to Havant’s side is at 
Surbiton in the day’s relegation 
battle. Havant won their first 
point of the season in a 
3-3 draw against Old Loughto- 
nians last weekend. 

Surbiton, one place above 
Havant, have added David Main, 
the former Hounslow player, to 
their squad and hope that their 
captain, Martin Constable, will 
return after glandular fever. 

Second-placed Southgate 
make a short trip toTeddmgton, 
for whom Nick Conway returned 
lastweekeodwih two goals in the 
cup victory over Gore Court 


Royals struggling to 
end 16-match slump 


Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR 

Hemel and Watford Royals 
chase their first Budweiser 
League win of the season live 
on satellite TV tomorrow night, 
against a Crystal Palace team 
that will be under strength de- 
spite giving a debut to their new 
American, Paul Grant 
Grant a 23-year-old point 
guard, replaces his sacked 
countryman Tim Garrett, and 
Palace will be without another 
American, Anthony Joseph, 
who has returned to New York 
for family reasons. Grant who 
was signed on Thursday, aver- 
aged 13 points and three assists 
per game for Baltimore's Mor- 
gan State University last season. 


to be the leading scorer on his 
team. 

Palace go into the game with 
one American against a Hemel 
team who, despite a full quota 
of five, have suffered 16 suc- 
cessive defeats in League, Tro- 
phy and National Cup. 

“It’s official, we're in a 
slump," Vince Razaq, the Roy- 
als owner and coach, said. On 
paper his team face an even 
tougher task than when Palace 
beat them 101-93 in the Trophy 
in October, before the Loudon 
club had signed any Americans 
or the England centre Jason 
Crump. 

Palace could be further 
strengthened soon after inviting 
the American Edwin Harmon 
to join them this weekend for 
- a trial from the Irish League. 



msu 



Avery down to earth 
question. 

The words 'American Express' are under- 
stood around the world. That's important if 
you're abroad and you find you need 
medical attention, cover for lost baggage or 
personal property, compensation for travel 
delay or funding for legal expenses. So if 
.you need emergency assistance or even 
pre-travel advice, our representatives are on 
call 24 horns a day wherever on earth you 
are. We offer annual cover from just £59 and 
angle trip policies that you need not be a 
Cardm ember to take advantage of. You see, 
your travel insurance provider can make a 
world of difference. 

To find out how we can help you 
do move with travel insurance, call: 

0800 700737 



Insurance 

Services 


Policy Irnns and conditions are available upon request. 

American Express Services Europe Limited. Reg. Office. Portlaru} House. 1 Stag Place, London $W1E 5BZ. Reg. No.1833139, 


TIN! 


3-55 


HYPERION 

1225 Fine Sfr 1255 L’Equipe 1_25 Gofdenswift 
L55 OARS ROSE (nq>) 225 Rsctory Garden 3d00 
Jack GaOagher 335 WefafiSBk 


GOING: Good (ebaee comae); Good to Soft (hurdle course). 

■ Right-hand, undulating efreuft- Run-in of 140yd. 

■ Comae on AG aoutlMut of town. Bus service from Northamp- 
ton atadoo. ADMISSION: Memben Si 2; Tattenalk S8 (OAFS 
£4); Comae £4 (car plus all /v-mpur. sib), CA» PAB6 Free. 


POTISHALL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
g £3000 added 3m 

1501-11 HUEDBBBW(lri(D»N1WVHtaes6120^IMftn 

2455-21 KEMJaLOWttJBtOU GBakJcg6114 BMdb 

PS10-3F QW1S ROS£(10) M Swppart 6 IQ 13 — VrRTtatann (5) 
331-0 SSKBESWBL (10) CBOSs 6 10 9... 

4413* PETTAUGH (12) (CO) G 8 10 8 
J3Q3ZM RUBWSBCY (21J NWBte 10 106 


OVA52-3 DIIBML(USig(19)JNng5103. 

3PW4/1- GRUNGE <371)«C0)D Many 9mt) BID 3 

MU FUKHl (USA) (57) (D) K Drtay 9 10 2 



. 345622 _ 

10 525P-26 SWG1E3(*E (21) Mrs P9y 11102 
U P^PS-U SNOW BOARD |«6}(C) Ms Mena Jena* 7 100 


SMadqr 


12 50453-P WS0Un(HQ(U)MBainda«t9100 

13 PP0044- ROWANS GtEN (189) (C) M )VWwn 9 10 0 


D«ek Byrne 


BUNDOED FUST TDCB: Banv Mk (12^5). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG DISTANCE EDNNEE& Never b Debt (JUS) has 
been rent M7inflmh|i A Hohfce fawn Slng»bridflC.Dcroa. 


D C O’Connor (7) 

(5) 


1Z25 


EHF STOKE RAHK NH NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 5f 

Etm S0U8CMMGH15Cl«(QKBrfv6118 AThoratm 

as- AMtelBlYW— (IM)M mean 0ft 5 1013 


14 06002-4 SUMERHM8l(6U}NlanpaB)7100 
-lAdedared- 

M»>U»ito(^IOm7tataxfcwee|0lB; Snow Bead 9s 13ft Tim Sof- 
as’ 9StI2fcflonans Gfcn Da 78k Senna- tevenSB Mr. 

BETUNC: 7-2 Mi Darto& 5-1 KwW Cantor, 8-1 Son. Board, 84. 
Date Rree, 10-1 tea*B,Ata Mayer, 13^1 Pettaafli, 12-1 others 


30- MM«BUEBSB)l*t-'Rtn*i51012 RFtaaet 

OOP- COnAGEJOraCU3W0*U61O12 IHn 

0S22- DVIG1E WOOO P07) N Lanpad 6 10 12 P Hanley (3) 

5034-2 FWSBt(M)TThon«»Jona61Dl2 SMV» 

w> wm jack pop jaw 5 ion »m»hi 

53WJ LUMOPftK04fe«fcr61D12 TJ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6- 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

M POO-6 THEHftUMSISI(lQ JohnRUpBDn51012 DFMar 

15 3/-AF BniH)TBMtU)JJeanaD510 7 ECa*0aa(8 

16 344P00 MTHARWS S0NB (23) D Ltyle 6 10 7 _Hr H Ttafltai (5) 

-lBdecbred- 

BEITMfc W Rm Sh, 114 Soatan H0ds. VlSmonh, MM 
12-1 MoolBUy ryhi—, DhW Waod, 14-1 eftw 




003PS> »M3C«.W(«)PPlttfBrt510l2- 

0 RB>MM&(lfi)CBnel51012. 


LHarway 

_B Festal 


636 SA1M0RE1LO (Z«) N TMUorFOnes 5 10 12 — C U— fta 
056 SEYMOUR'S DOUBLE (19) Ws A Heufit 5 1012 
00 SINVSA(U2)JYIMe4i012 .TJ I 


ALDERTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6,500 added 3m If 

2U3F3 KMG LUQra (24) DffcJuhor 7 l20_J4rRTta»lon p) 
13140-2 UBU \ML (HQ p8)W Bethel ID 114 1 


U23 W» HMWBllAD(S2)mRMw7114. 
MfP-2 COURT UBOOV p7) PNtMk811 L. 


JHrR 


23321-2 REODRraus»a9meaptniaaB7ioii_AMoifiBa 

1MP-P3 HEAmrARttCM.(34)DGoMttto9103 Rtarart 

R3U315- QgRAGHtpBftWT—avOa»WTlfl2— C thtaft i i 

31F12D XNOCMVBIRir (IS) (BF) M MWstri 8 10 0 l la o mn ea 

jOOll-6 MA5MEGOOSEr(14)(CD)UslMdfeai00.1Hanqr 

10 425560 WDOOIANDS G8MRE (46) (CD) P ftddvd 11 ID 0 

VHmtajW 

-lfidaetaod- 

UUmm mage lDe. Tm» haneftap wtfls: Uetms Me Goasey 9s Z0K( 
taodandi GenNn 7a 5&. 

8EITWGe 52 Roctniy Gntu, 74 Kk« LaeHa, 4-1 Uba VM. 5-1 Court 
Malady, 7-lHmil lad, 8-1 RaaRy A RhcM, 14-1 others 


112.55 


NORTHANTS CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m 

1 804243 DR ROCKET (182} IP) ROMi 11 U. 13 XAhjaao(7) 

2 OOCUW) B4aarB0E(3S)p)MsMnB6ey4U12 COM 

3 3M0 LHJUME (21) C Marr 6 11 10 IHMwB 

4 30CHX3F- SYMCRM SCMBOOt (2*3) (P) R b«rs 8 11 9_F Hadqf 

5 464646 0UMCHM3C12) (WMI711B. 

6 606 (Bto UmnMR (8)JJwHUpni5I16 

7 6006-13 SPWRTFWRE(14)JU>8BU5 

8 P-20U T0M4L (1) R ItRan 4 10 10 

9 400000 SRmlllGBi (24)S Helor5 104 

10 0P66PP- AWDGOROUS (236) EAhaai 4101 

-lfldadWad- 

BEnMMS-llM. 7-2BMtWMM, LT(rt»o,H0»IAtata*,Hi 
fayre, 10-1 IMai Rsnaer, 124 Gjmcrak SowaW, 1S-1< 


3.00 



WEATHBBYSOP0I It! FLAT RACE (CLASS 
K)-(plV I) £L550 added 7m 
031- N0RTWMSIWn46)JMBlE5UlUlKjWaaal(I) 
0 BAVARDR p8)GBddng5U4 B 


BROOnUMnoNUWEMBA8oaay5U4 SPoaM 

5 010918(199) Ms APBWK5 11 4 IfcaAPonatt 

5-2 JACK CAUAflfBJ (17) Mso B S*tJbs 5 11 4 _M Rk±nds 
' IJL)Ms5U4 MMMha(7) 


30 UVB3BCOUWBltl]}tan(iaJones5n.4JDwaliBim 
FE4LMGSG njttBd4U4 XSarie?) 


1UCRMNE PHK Ms C Cane 4 10 13 

MBgMOUHrilUMBn Pa 1141013 LSrtbm(7) 

-lOdadared- 

BEnWS: 5-4 Jack 7-2 Amt Moaat, 4-1 Uvetf AnailRter, 8- 

1 Hotttem Stw, ID-1 OoMb£, 14-1 Sanrte, 20-1 othas 


1.25 


BET WnH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m Bf 

2130-21 fi0ue6MFT(2qGBattng6112 81 

KARCMEMsABtMliy6U0 Bl 


335 


CKEX B XMG P WeOOer 5 11 0.. 


32RU-26 WFICKPOCXET(14)mMesH)H8K8110JnMBetqr 
P PROUD TOY (7) GBetdr* &11Q If “ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 53P2P-5 snaEFUYBtdUMaCCimlOUO II 

7 503-543 WSU7 WOMB? n NTattnOaOes 6110 >_Xllaa4n 

8 20- BR0CemUnr(320) DGixkeo6109. 

9 000PG6 GOe4ASY«ABBl(14)MaKCam(Wifll09. 

10 8 SN0WP0HUUr(17)PWrtlhar51O9 1 

-UdadMd- 

BEITW9C 7-4 GoUaoMft, 5J WWey Vtaate, 7-2 Hr Pfckpoefcet, 7-1 
Braaaaa lady, UM. Ciada k Nat 12-1 9b«e PUjw. 16-1 oihM 


WEATHERBY5 OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(GLASS H) (DIV B) £1^50 added 2m 

12 mteM DEBT (IS) 4 Hobos 4 11 11 — HrG9taddD(7) 

3 KSniTSBOTftft te}CBn*s6114 M Bony (7) 

0 BBEXV0UR (HQ (ZS) M fttwtu 4 114 

00 0- J4YRSt»l)Ma6*ly4114 

4 JET FREE (21M Mb J Honan 5 11 4 
CJH0BBOO4114 


BEITBNb 7-4 YVtMl SR. 74 Ibo CMoM Hem la Dabt 6-1 

BfeStan'a Bay, 7-lJalHta, 12-1 Eatawnr. 14-lotlMa 



MymLDNKVSan4114 
24 THE CROOKS) (MK (2M W) NTafttoHMes 4 114. 

MKoMdaym 

2 WHSH SIX (30) D GauXto 4 11 4 SoyMe HtM (5) 

QUSAQUKrjMan*41013 SI 

-Mi 


RESULTS 


EXETER 

12J0: a. BUHUWT0N SAM (0 Burrowsl 

11- 4; 2. DM laadar 7-4 Itac 3. KarafiTa 
Typhoon 8-1- 7 ran. 1’A, JA. (A HoCOi, Nnffi- - 
fandge). Totac £3.10; 0.50, £L4tt DF: 
S2J0. CSF: £756. 

l_20r X. CASILECONNBt JuVA HdCbncrTi) 

12- 1: 2. Tba Wtioie Hod 14-1: 3. Paawtok 
9-2. 11. rat 5-2 An JhN Fni (Bih). 10. 3. 
(R Host. BuddaEMmi. TWK £14.40; £230.! 
£7.50, £1.70. DF: £72.70. CSF: £149.41.. 
Tncast £796.15. 1H« £98.40. 

LS0: 3. GUINDA fC UmAhI il-L 2. 
Uvaly KnWit 7-2; S. NM What Wind 9-1 
9 ran. 4-5 tm Strike Sttt 1. 10. (N TVauton-. 
Dawes. CheKenhartl.TobK £1840; £830. 
£150, £130. DP. £1840. CSP. £A7S4.Tttx. 
£35.00. NFC Aswev HOuSO. 

820; X. BAU.YtA 80V I 
far. 2. Racky PaA 14-1 3 . 1 
1. Ilian. V<. 3. (D Mctsason, TompteQuf- 
ona. TotK £350; £L90. £550. £150. DR. 
£11458 CSF; £3832. Tncasc £257.41. Mr 
£105.60. 

230: 1. WADE ROAD (R DUfMOOtU 5-4) 
tor, 2. Iha Land Afent 5-2; 3. St 
12-1. 12 ran. 23. 4. iMH H Kri 
saffl. Totac £2^0: £1.50, £1.10. i 
£810. CSF: £5.46. Tito; £2530. 

3^0: 8. DOMmmrS DfiEAM (GSuppW. 
lA-1; 2. Mtato && Far. 8 &qUm Buoy 
14-1. ID tan. Z 2. (M Ppe. Wfcflngwif. lotK 
£14^0; £2.60. 020.13^0. DP £20-10: 
CSR £33.09. Tnosc £25331. TnotfM$.TO 
(poo won). Nftlht Stock Monk. 

Qundpot £22.10. Raeapat: £79.40 
Place 6: £8828 Place 6: £62.69. 




MBs H KnUn. Wan- 
.10.03a DR. 


% 


HYPERION 

1240 Share Options U0 Lanshorou^i 140 Pen- 
ny A Day 2J0 The Last Fling Z40 Lord Gyllene 
ai5 Spring Gate 


064334 ■MmK(U)(CD)JCar5312 FUOhyte 

4111-36 HJBOS(14) (0) (Bf) M Harms! 4111 R Swiftly 

21110- BAnOM (38^(D) Gfkfiaaft 4 &L 


MP4 »lBURE*W3wr^CmnSBBrtfw71013_AIMI*i 

Q346FF BBCSKaETD (COIF SSwy 6106 ^Shaay 


GOING: Good to Soft. 

■ Ldt-haad oval dmit Run-In of 200yds sfigjulr upMJ. 

■ Coar*£ la narthrfaat of town on B1224 near Junction of A66 
and Al. ADMISSION; Chib £12 f accompa ni ed mder-lOa ftee),' 
Taoesaalb 98; Come 92 (CAP* 41). Can to come, inrfwflng 
up to 4 aduUsiS. CAB PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hotfjnu- Street (3.15). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

X4RVG DISTANCE BCNNER& Dmna Bar A TorkaUrc 

Gale (g.401 rett2Sfl mlta by J GUTort bom Wndoa, Weal 


ID 20222-0 UMMMSSM(aqtcn)TE«dy4l02 ASSnM 

11 F232-S rasSAS (25) y Ha mnond 4 10 1; DBetftay 

8EITMib9-2taByAlte'>G-lKaftaft,7-lJBM,8-lNeaVkda9,1ham- 
tm Gate. Baboo, UMota* 


oTf \ ] OWERDALPHAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS 
added 2 m 4f 110yds 

33PH*6 MLI*«aa(2D(rtJJOW««9120 PMm 




2 134125- BK BIHI pm G MOOW 7 11 5 — 

3 17*550 CUB»MICHMlBME(ia|EB»TEaBty7115JRtadftr 

4 18102-6 DBIVSRB«r(2D(mjaabnl91013 LAcpo«(3) 

5 121-24F JOE UWE (14) PtJH — dlnliBon 10 IBISES Sadtt 

6 150-11U 7WlASrHJB(22J«(D)(BnMoSSraBl61012 


12.40 


THORP ARCH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D} £3,750 added 2m 7f 


53-1 

5T-5 BARTON WARD 09) SBoototaa 5 110. 


lagpi : 


2/120-2 8BICRUROIAN(2ft JRfcsr 6110 8U»dG»«J 

OOWP B0U7N (0 N Mam 9 11 0 SJteartim 

CAIRO PMNCEJJO’Nai61iO —-—A** * 

2532-6 CAUaiBW OAR CM) MTMw6110-AMad Wan-S 

case OWE MHmncnd 4U0_-_-. --RtaaW 

3 BYSa»»0W (19)0 Sawed 5110 — JTAlkartiT 

« UnBWLPftJFUlB^lSUO FU MgW 

3W0P lEFTON^J 0105 5110 

44136- PflJ0NOTNp9QJh»aBl JDlmon 6 110 ASSatt 

6 SP«lliBrap^LtWfl>5ilO 

1 P8 THEAIANOPKAROWSUO 

ipso awaisiwraHTrtnruo----— — ««*■ 

0(H) PHAR8AIBUNGPS7)UeMlte(elay5J09 

-IS Ctcfered- 

BETIMG: M 9km opte, B-lBwCtoactaft M VBHtahm.8-1 
PMtottoo, Cabo Ptlnce, Barton Wad, lD-lCaWc Wca, 14-1 otf*a 

DICK MRDEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5^500 added 2m 4f UOyds 


BErmG: UN Tba AM. 44 M CanUat CU^ Jbe 

81 Dewar Bay. lUJMWHti 

WHARFE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 8} 
ttOflQQ added 3m If 
P 1 2 12S- AyROANSON{23R)MCUaCho8120_-JRGhndflMR 
1W01-1 TORRSWEGAi£(U){D|JQSkdl011 13— LAnells 
P5342V- FUS«n«ASH[61(J)(D)CESSKriOUO_] AMeCSatty 
12522-2 LORD STUBS 0CJ M S EnxAtfaa 8 10 10 ADofebia 

51LPPI5- URANUS CQIUNGES (HQ (RSlGq i RnGe^l 10 1DB_ 

R Gaito 

206-316 snow os. mi Hnty 8 10 6 ftHaflqg 


563211- ASrMG6(HQ(217)jRzGeM810E-. 
328-243 AITS ALB (7) (D) MS M RAG* 9 10 4. 
F5423 DARXOAKpOffiJCutalOloa. 


..WDn 

PWkb 

J 


UP 





1 uMlf SWWOASHNGMWWTBWdyBllWJlGNaftr 

2 F066W- ASUK (3935 JFfcfiadd 8110 — BSIaiW 

3 BUCK BROOK Mtammpd 7110 — 

4 308521- CAITLY HANG (227) J Iddi 6 11 0 

6 2O0PF4 RAT70PC17)MVVEBSedy5110 

B Pen-2 UHSBOKUGHnmGAcnalsfilia. 

7 403S1-F NKWte(BF)PBaMrtw6U0 

6 152521- fiftOUNSHBH (222) jHomd Johnson 0110 -AS SaBh 

9 32WC0- 9RBSe(SS7)SBM61lO KJohaan 

. -9dadaad- 

BETlWft 7-4 laatauugi. aouayOaifeM. WAtaa. 7-1 Star Bath- 
Ion, 14-1 NH Daa, l&l CatUy Hang, 20-1 odHK 

ATS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5^250 added 2 m 


6 

7 

8 

10 3£22V- BAND CHff (CT 9 W P to uti^i 7 10 

UntJWi*nlgKV^TMltaxIk3awei0cSMa^9atSlt. 

BETIMfi: 7-2 Totahhe 8d», 9-2 Awo Aaaoa, 6-1 Lard Cyftenc. 7-1 Ast- 
tan, 8-1 ar UK, 10-1 Hatatamh, Haad CHrf, 124 cdiets 

WUSHFQRD NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^50 added 2m 4f 110 yds 

30-1 SHONBGALEpajOShenwdSllll™. lAMcCalhy 

103-121 aAECA(2£)53) Ws>iSt»tB*4 11 10. B fractal (7) 

4SO-31 WBKAM (41) (Q Mrs M Hanley 5 11 7 

0300 W TME COVSl (Ifl M Tampfao 5 11 2 ADoWi 

Anew spnaaimjFto&e^dAiio .wSS 

0035H MaBMR8BA5(26)LUid>4i09 M Raster 

0Q64F OORT F0R8EI OKRS (S) G Mm 4 10 1 )(«. 

IP ANCHOfteM (D)DBatar4i06 RMaadM 

304483 AWnEA UgQ5) jRcfiaaM6j02 Ftatora 

04-44 HOTSHF STHET TO W W Esaty 4 10 1 B HadfcR B 

11 00040- SniWB(S57)NE^Ota7100_- ASsSa 

12 005W4 ®Are AMJTBCB! (257) J HmatUdmeon 7 10 Q 

U (5^4 JQEJA66HI (14) M Hamm) 5 MOlIZI? waS5 


1M 


4080 COR8lBJpa}SBd610Q. 


-ft Jo 


1 4l4ifH NON WOGE[7)[nMDitormS1112— -WWaftfeaUsa 

2 330VO9 JMOAH0«9(7)nRMan8U12 -Jdaid C a ud 

3 ug- »«7*WY(2Si)(i4wsyRetasySiilO — pphob 

4 400-F4F THORNTON OWE (14} pp) rEaBBSym 9 ■— ICM^uw 


0000 HCO|HBTNAN(7)HssL9iktal GIOOJ Rsuto 

-Ifidadared- 
tap*: JC8.T4* lands® wiBht= Bote Antf Tmterito la.*. 
9sr lift totfcu9tt at. H?eOgKrlton fig ?», 

M Wsa Coiw. 7-i lUnOoBM, 81 B* Mtda, 

ID DM FBigst Cat*, Maabaat. 12 Aodmna. AaaHa Alw, 14 <Am 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: The Last Fling 
(Wetherby 2L10) 

NB: Embellished 
(Sandown 3.05) 


HEREFORD 

1840: X ROOTS MADDEN (N WlftmKn) 
2-1 Jt favr; 2. SuproB* Thar 10-3; 8* 
BafiaaaMddoo 9-1. 16 tart. 2-1 Jt fev Warn- 
er For Playera |40 tj. 2V>. 17. (M«S Vend» 
WUDems. Hereford). Tot*.- £3 JO; £i.40_ 
£M0, £3.00. DF: £23^0. CSR £2Z67.TTtt 
£2930. 

JLlfl: X. SISTER ROSZA (R Faisnq 33-1; 
2. Ffchu 4-1; 8 Laaata 3-1 Jt lav. 7 ran. 3-' 
ljt faw Monte Jay I4tti). a. 14. (Ms S lanr d 
man. Lincoln). Tola: £34.50; £500, £82 
DF: £5870. CSF: £141.78 
5U40: 1_ HARRY (Q J Buichefl U- 10 tac' 
8 Ubm Street Blues 13-2; 8 Proud lm- 
l«e 10-1. 14 ran. 6. 5. (D BurehU, QbM 
Vale). Tola: £220; £150, £2X0. £218 OF.- 
£4.50. CSR S89L Trtce £1520. ! 

2J0: J. MARKERS MBMOR MM Bmep 
11-4; 2 Fed The Power evens tav; 3.Ze- 
Won 8-1. 13 ran. 10. ltt (N TWstn^Oedes, 
CheJtenham). Tote; £4.00; £L50, £3.90,- 
£3-50. DF: £2-90. CSR £5.61. Trttt £840.. 
NR: lje®f AmsC . 

2540: 1. WAYFARERS WAY (Mr C Vtgysy 
4-3;2 Tta De ao oo i aa 25-1; 3. MatrWBd- 
cwl 9-2 34 ran. 9-4 lav Raven* Roost Gto 
7. 3-04 Hendareon. Lantooum). Tota:£4^0v 
€Ltp. £13.80, £1-90. DFS £92. CC. CSF? 
£103.13_ Tncasc £46822 Tn« £151-68' 
810; X. CSEDWEN IN Mam) 20-1; Z 
Wlxoe Wonder 14- 1;2 MattceteoaaftrlO- 

1. 35 ran. 2-1 fov Express Travel [unseated 
rldar). 2 1V«. (T Greatheed, CNDptoe Norton).' 
TWo: £23.40; £860. £12 J.O. £5.00. DF; 
01880. CSR £28320. TnossC £276044.- 
Trio: £63890. MR- Ovw The Wrektn. 

840; 2 DOM BEURANO (LSuthem) 6-1: 

2. Sunday Vesture 5-2 tav; 8 Bozo 50-1- 
15 ran. 3 : />, %. (N TwsttreOevtos. Chet 
a«am). Tata: £5.70; £240, £320. EJDJSi. 
DF: £19£0. CSR £2211. TMo: £16820 foot 
won). NR: Callndoe. 

Jackpot; not won mod of £27.479.66 car-, 
nod fottart to Wdverhampton). Uuedpc*: 
£339.30. Ptacwot £83260- . 

Ptaee ©: £483.66. Ptoce 5C £22839. 


MARKET RASEN . 
3230:l.GtENVMlY(ECa&«fiaV U-4 

fev; 2. WeetheT Alert 8-1; 3- Partah Wafc 
9-810 tan. 4, 3. (BJAurrayl. Tote: £320;. 
£1-30. £3.00. £3,50. OF: £1260. CSF: 
£23.94. Tncast: £89.71. Trta £13^0. NH: 
Hfghfond Pak, Just (for A Reaaon. 

3-00:1. no MORE KASSU IP Nben) 6-1; 

8 ShCknfca 7-1; 8 Pano» HB 12-2 12d&j, 
ran. U-8 tav Bekranta. 2%, 8 (MraMHov-^ 
Was £520: £200. £240, £4.70. DFi 
C3.40. CSF: £5807. Trio: £5L80. 

230: 2 GOOD VBES (R Garrtty) 11-4;- 
2. Atauhi 8-13 faw; 8 September Brcere 
S-LIOmi. 9, t (7 Eaatartq4. Tdat £4.00; 
£2.20, £1X10, £4.60. DF: £200. CSF: 
£4.83. Tno; £720. 

800; 2 IVT HOUSE (R McGraov 94 tav; • 

2. WnnitMwh Boy 10-1; B-Sprmw H J 14^ 
rBn - 5. a u j one*). TW* £3J0: 

£5 JO. £248 DF: £2180. CSP. t 
£2428 Tdcasc £244£8. Trio: £2X50. > 

. 2-30: 1- COTTAUR EXPRESS (T Bsyl 4-S 
lav: 2 Share DtaeM 7-1: 2 CatarM Am-. 
WWcn S-L 7 ran. X 18 (A SmeW.TMW 
£l-S0; £140, £200. DR £4.00. CSR £881. 
3-00: 1. MISTER DRUM (R State) MH9 

fawrZBoMeoH 9-18 GoWeuHetti 9-2. 

» «"• 9. 1 (M WUWraon). Tote: £220; 
U.10, £240, £180. DF: £6^3. . CSR. 
^1133. Tna £630. 

A3Q: l THE MDir CAPBUN (KGsuta) 8-1* 
ISprieteuRn ll-23.Potipy'cDreani6- 

4 far. 9 ran 3, lfc. p ThornTYote: £H40; 
£290. S2SO, £110. OF; £24.60. CSF:, 
£57.17. Tna £4820. 

Qwdpoe £4.10. PMMepeo 06.60. 

Ptoce ft £22.70- Ptece K £1325. 
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join s tv 

2 and v»tjj Mr Mulligan trying his luck again 


sport 







®33$I§ 


ll is just another of the great at- 
tractions of National Hunt rac- 
Ug that while the Flat season 
tends to progress from one 
midweek festival to the next, the 

best of the pre-Cheltenham 
jumping is confined to weekends 
and holidays, and is thus far 
more accessible for ordinary 
punters. It also feels as if each 
passing Saturday is better than 
the last, and today’s outstand- 
ing assortment of contests from 
San down and Chepstow offer 
stimulation for both heart and 
mind. 

The grey matter cannot &D to 
be intrigued by the William Hill 
Handicap Hurdle at San down, 
which is by some way the best 
race of its' kind so far this sea- 
son, but it is the seasonal debut 
of Mr Mulligan in the Rebeazsal 
Chase at Chepstow which will 
tug at the emotional strings. 
Even in the rich history of the 
Cheltenham Festival, there have 
been few more gallant perfor- 
mances in defeat than that of Mr 
Mulligan, the runner-up to 


Greg Wood advises caution today with 
the reappearance of a jumping wizard 


while those for whom a bet is 

essential could do worse than 


Nahthen Lad, in the Sun Al- 
liance Chase nine months ago. 

Having proved himself a bril- 
liant front-runner in Ascot's 
Reynoldstown Chase, Mr Mul- 
ligan clouted the first and fifth 
fences at Cheltenham and 
dropped back almost to last 
place, but still fought his way 
back to lead on the turn for 
home until his strength finally de- 
serted him approaching the last 

The question today, as Mr 
Mulligan attempts to give 
weight to such promising 
chasers as Trying Again and Bel- 
mont King, is whether that ex- 
hausting afternoon will prove to 
have left its mark, hut Nod 
Chance, his trainer, is in little 
doubt that bis runner is ready, 
both mentally and physically. 

“If he were a five-year-old I 
would certainly be worried,” 
Chance said yesterday, “but 
the fact that he’s nine means it 


doesn't worry me too much 
because he’s showing me a nice 
little bit at home. If a situation 
arises like the one at Chel- 
tenham. obviously that’s going 
to unnerve any horse, but if he 
can pop the first two or three 
he’ll get a bit of confidence, and 
everything's about confidence. 
reaDy." 

Mr Mulligan's jumping oc- 
casionally betrayed his inexpe- 
rience last season, but this too 
may now be behind him. “He’s 
got a lot stronger and he’s in 
great shape,” Chance said. 
“Mick Fitzgerald rode him last 
week and he said he's matured 
so much its unbelievable. He 
jumped from fence to fence, and 
when be went into one dead 
wrong he just winged it/* 

Given that the King George 
V] Chase on Boxing Day is Mr 
Mulligan’s target, however, be 
is perhaps best watched today. 


( 220 ), who is race-fit and gets 
151b from Chance's runner. 

Caution is also advised in the 
handicap chase at Chepstow, 
but in the handicap hurdle 
Kingdom Of Shades (next best 
1.15), who should improve for 
this step up in trip, is well 
worth an interest. 

The’ bookmakers got their 
first result in the Wimam H31 
Handicap Hurdle as eariy asyes- 
terday morning, when 15 run- 
ners were declared and hopes of 
a fourth-place payout on each- 
way bets disappeared. They 
seem likely to get their second 
with the defeat of Tbinein, who 
is laughably short in the betting 

exposed and cmr-of^ape hors- 
es on his two starts this season. 
He is far from certain to enjoy 
Sandown's lively surface. 

A far better choice is the im- 
proving DIRECT ROUTE (nap 
3.05), who is at home on a sound 


surface and excellent value at 
around 7-1. Earlier on the card, 
£1 Don (155) must go close in 
the novice handicap hurdle but 
the Tingle Creek Chase is not 
much of a betting medium. 
Sound Man should follow up 
last year's success but his form 
tailed off a little in the spring 
and he is far from a certainty at 
the likely short odds. 

Channel 4's coverage of the 
big race at Pnn chest own (2.05) 
is a welcome bonus. Imperial 
Call, the Gold Cup winner, 
takes on five rivals, including 
Klairon Davis, the two-mile 
champion chaser, and Merry 
Gale. Again, though, watch 
rather than bet must be the ad- 
vice. 

Amid all these jumping rich- 
es. the televising of two afi- 
weather races from Wolver- 
hampton is hard to take in. 
though the Wulfrun Stakes is 
certainly a valuable and well- 
con tested event. Decorated 
Hero (3.20) is probably the one 
to back. 


CHEPSTOW 

1.15: Mud-taring filly Sparkling 
Yn ^miri beat older, more experi- 
enced handi cappers on heavy 
ground ai Newton Abbot last time. 
The runner-up that day, HpkHm- 

ckse, has since woo well ail^Rswidc 

so the fans looks sofid. Bui ilss race 
should see KINGDOM OF 
SHADES, a stronger type, step up 
on previous form. Andy TurnelTs 
gelding caught the eye when second 
to Nahri over two miles at Leices- 
ter cm his reappearance and today's 
extra distance looks ideal 
rpn 

1.45: Hfilygoat Groff will be a pop- 
ular here but may well have 
problems conceding 221b to TIME 
ENOUGH, who is pursuing a hat- 
trick after two recent wins on faster 
going ihat today’s. Charlie Brooks's 
seven-year-old has won an testing 
ground in previous campaigns, he**- 
ever. FWlOTOata is a doughty slay- 
er but his stable has yet to sufte lop 
form this season. 

ooo 

7- ?n- Mr Mulligan may need to be 
ai his best to concede 9b to fellow 
King George irialist TRYING 
AGAIN. The selection is attempting 
this distance for the first time, bm 
shaped as if he was capable of the 
step up in trip when running on 
strongly ovct four furlongs less on 
his seasonal return ai Kcmpton. All 
his best form is on an easy surface 
and he appeared lo have overcome 


HYPERION’S 

i'3. 



his aversion to racing left-handed 
when winning at Cheltenham on his 
final outing Inst season. Scuttm 
tonla has been disappainting of late 
and Jodami may prove more of a 
threat. 

SANDOWN 

1- 55: Resist The Fbrre made a sink- 
ing debut at Ascot but hat not 
missed the handi capper’s atten- 
tions. He may come on sufficiently 
for that rus to shoulder top weight, 
but EL DON makes more appeal. 
He was a cosy winner at Wether by 
last lime but, mote significantly, nar- 
rowly failed at ‘Wincanion previously 
in a rice which has yielded several 
subsequent winners. Aerion is high- 
ly regarded by the Sherwood stable. 

rxb 

2- 30: Viking Flagship b unlikely to 
be sharp enough first time up so this 
prize should go to SOUND MAN. 

□~o 

3.05: DIRECT ROUTE and Tttncin 
arc both progressive winners of 
their two Iasi races. But while the 
latter bus produced Ins best with a 


link give in the ground, the selec- 
tion needs a fast surface. The only 
factor which precludes complete 
confidence is that most of his form 
is on tall-handed tracks. Eskimo Nd 
was hampered badly when disap- 
pointing on her seasonal return at 
Wincanion and should run well, 
I hough the biggest threat to the se- 
lection looks to he the Irish-trained 
Embellished, who has ntintcicd 
some big bets for this. 

COQ 

3-40: TAKA RAMBLER eun take 
this. Sally Hall's gelding progressed 
considerably when stepped up be- 
yond Mu miles last season and the 
form of his dose second to Burnt 
Imp at Wctheibv over rwn miles and 
u half last time has been since been 
bolstered. Tun. another in form, is 
the danger. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
2-45: ANZIO. in great form on turf 
this year, is potentially well handi- 
capped here despite top weight 
and will be hard in heal if he pros es 
effective over seven Furlongs on Fi- 
hrevind. 

□zo 

i-2ft DECORATED HERO, who 
ended his tint campaign with a cred- 
itable 17: lengths second to River 
Bay in a Group Three event on 
heavy ground at Saint-Cloud over 
a mile, will be hard to heal though 
his ability to ael un this surface mild 
be taken on trust. 




TTsl TIMBER TOPPERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£7000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


C4 


HYPERION 

12.45 Three Farthings 

1.15 Kingdom Of Shades (nb) 

1.45 Time Enough 

220 Tkyfatg Again 


1 UH9M BUZER MORMSiRE (FR) (U] (Jonn Pear!) P Miens 7 12 0 . 


_*te 


250 Le Baron 
320 Dream Ride 
350 Devon Peasant 


GOING: Good u Soft (chase comet; Soft (hurdle comae}. 

■ Left-hand, undulating comae vkh ran-ta of 240yds. 

■ Course ta on A466. Chepstow station (Cardiff - Glooaxoer Use) lm. ADMISSION: 
Members £14; Triumlb £10 lOAPs SSh CAR PARK; Free. 


B LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pfpe - 48 winners from 181 nmnasgtns 
s success mk> or 20JM and ■ loss ioiSI lead stake of SlOJ>& N A Twlstoo-Devies - 20 
vrinnrss, D7 runners, SO.Bt, 410.17; FJHobte- 17 winneis, 68 runners, 25.0W, +35.10; 
D Mcfeofeaa - 15 wtamets, 45 nmners, 33.3%, +&S.40. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: S Dmreoody - 28 trim, 1 1 3 rides, 25.7%, -S2S.4 1 ; A P McCoy 
- 17 wins. 67 rides, 25.4%. -5J0-32; D Bridgwater - 17 Stas. 67 rides, 26.4*. + SI 7.48; C 
Ue wcflyn- I E wtns. 82 rides. l&JTtl. -5 17.49. 

BUNKEBED FIRST TIME: Dsriag Hen (2.50). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS; None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KDNNBBS: Uu Go Now (i60) his been sm 1 71 mBesby Mrs LJwr 
cflSunon from Valence, KenuMnUinurt 12.46) sew. 1 28 mUes by R Roire Iran Siorringtnn, 
West Sussex; Kdnei (1 2.46) and BorecHffe Cwt (3.60) sent ] 28 naira by R Akehura from 
Epsom. Surrey. 


321025 FOUKIH M UE (UQ W) tt*n Hcinb (Bmbuy) 11$ M IMoracn 8 11 4 .WMareton 

0213-31 S’AHKLWGYASMM pH) (CD) (VtacrG Painur) PHoMs 4 11 1 DJI 

92311-2 MMGDOHOFSHADB(USAJ(19)0totenOgferiAnte*li*nd611( 

0253-34 OtCClieOtD (HQ « (C)(D|(D A Jntaatrt MPpe 5 ID 13 APMeOoy 

5PG11-B UITLEGtMNER(10)(AWBttey)RPnce61D8 DBridfcnlv 

53433(0 WDIDIIDRm(CS}WssJBaul»SDoWAJctaSl2107 SIMM 

— e Staple (7) 


12.45 


DECEMBER MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) (D(V I) £3,500 
added 2m 110yds 

DMMBUS (230 (Mn Rastarac*} N BafibflfJ? 5 11 5 VSttfcay 

KBMSMGO (M F C A US J Speanrg 4 11 5 . 


0056-61 MM IK BEAK (12) (Sr NdttB Wain) John R Upson 7 IDO. 

- 8 (factored - 

ttntaun welffic 10s. Due tonfeap wfye Hkk Vie Saak 9a 12a. 

BEinw 2-1 SpaHtag Vhstata. 54 Xhetom M SfaariBA 4-lCBdowpU, 7-1 Lttla amt, BA Foortti 
ta tins, MckTba Bask, 12-1 otbeta 
1895: Befc lie 6 ID 11 fi Tomey 16-1 (P J Hobbs} 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Neither SPARKLING YASMtN nor Kingdom Of Staxto* has run b Dad race and they could 
have the between them. Spotting Vitamin ran one of tier best races last season when stay- 
ing on n second befttad Jet Rules over the come and dtatanoe on soft pound in Fttbnaty 
and was probably owr the top when felfog to cope wm Utflu Gunner (130> MW m) over 
ttna mlH at Bangor on her final outing. The one real denes Spalding Yasmm has had 
this season she's taken with a fpme defeat of Hoktanctose m me mud at N e uron Abbot. 
Nngdorn Of Shades wound up last season by corrikminghta UngfiekJ defeat rt MBoswoW at 
Ascot In Febnjaiy and was rot seen out again unta Nahri proved just Dim bit too ®wd 31 
fiedester IS days agp. He Ml come on a lot lor the run and would not appear id have any- 
thing to worry about horn Fdortti la Lhta. a long way behind at Idesffir- CmlnngnM won 
Ivrica here as a Jumnie and has slowly been smsng tag way back after drawing a blank last 
season. He was left wtai a bit to do in me straight when tourm behind runway wtimer Mis- 
ter Morose at Newbuiy last week and rattening 10 on and a half mlu today should 0ue 
Mm more of a chance. Setadfoo: SPARKLING YASMIN 


FORM BUDHE 

BMygoat GtufTs defeat of Tw*i Rainbow and Sister Stephanie at the Punchestown Festival 
<n Apri stamped him as one of last season's leading novices, the seven-year-otd uU be so 
much mora at home on das softer gount than when outpaced over the fatal w> fences by 
Chenynut at Worcester on his reappearance- That sam, Bttesn Gruff has to concede a tot 
of weight al round end one that might take advareaga of the 22B> he gets s THK ENOUGH, 
taio has turned the comer this season as for as he jumping and attmide ts concerned. Hm* 
Ins iron easily on fast pound over this mo at UtanMck las month Time Eratfi went ta Chel- 
tenham IS days later a tsoed horse and jumped wefi at the lead m beat Phtip’s Woody 
Upw 10U) Ear monB eas^y man the nlne^engpi winning margn suggested. He alsa has form 
on this softer pound. Bond Jar flew a bit rign last season and reappeared to wm under a 
tagwetytto Baser gade over th is oip 31 Newton Abbot last mon th . He «as idtag m front 
over the last two rather man tinng and should affiln go wet. Ml Of Otas devdopefl «oo a 
useful BtayBr test season with three wtns at Wanneh. the shortest ot them bang sooty's tnp 
of dues and a quarter nrries. It maj be that this wtfl not be a sufficient test of stamina from 
NsnswpoMonnthahBndcap, S s ltcM on : TME ENOUGH 

I REHEARSAL CHASE (UMITED HANDICAP) (CLASS I 
j (Grade 2} £30000 added 3m 

111112- WIUUGMI(2BRini AichaelandQeRyMioBSB)NQ(tasa81112 Dt 

11P11-1 nyWG«GNN(U)(WHDa4DG«UbB114 DFbrttp) 


2.50 


SCUDAMORE CLOTHING 0800 301301 NOVTCE SELIJNG HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2500 added 2m 4f 110yds 


EC36-JU AMSt 500 1 ffR] (lig lAJttei Patne-Vip, G 5:01T.„ 33 BrkfeMter B 

M03M CAlVWJtS (HI 1 H IVttb 5 HI 13 HRjrtip) 

»53 IE BAHDN C!9) (Chides Ejynoni C Effifljn b ID 1? ci 


PW-PPO lEtSaOMOW(12)IMvAEm3nudi Mrs L JcivtHi R 10 12 DLetay 

P3C0P3 MKAMWS (19) IMb fenatan EtenvEi C Pccrjin 5 10 L' .. T Dmcorabe p| 

1CT-CP DAWS HQl (7] 1* C W Pnce) R Acto 6 10 7 WMaotooB 

2' -WF5 KESAHIA (S2J (BH ff 6oCdy> W tuner 6 10 7 JPmt(7) 

406-54 KQMBBS MELODY (UQ 9 R Hwig) K Bishro 5 10 7 _ittaecee 

POffM IAUMUIE(23]iChaeePliXlua»BibPeHMr.6I0r.._ . S Upton 




1 

2 

4 amFj- nujjbfTraMin 1 ^aon tuna ust' o wuison 7 in 7 _ mib^ron 

5 1P11P-6 lEM0(U)SANkaDfcttMPtoslOlO5 GHaffn 


744- TREAD THE BOARDS (442} (DA Johnson) MFtre 5 IP T JIPHsCOy 

BEimG: 9-4 ta Banw, M Dead The Boar*, 8-1 KemtU, 7-1 Atari Soft 0, B-l Cataoliar, 10-1 
Kon^es Heloity, 12-1 Mbamn, 14-1 othois 

198&to^611PJ»Karan^7611HJ/i6nnBsllPi» 

FUIRRY KNOK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5JD0 added 2m 
3f 110yds 


3J20 


J221fy BBMOHT KMC (590) (DHMs Be Band) PMdWb 8108- 


-AP McCoy 


63D45U GRANGE BRAKE [7] (CO9 (Ms i MoJiO N Imalon-DMK 10 10 5 C Hands B 

mm- GEtER SnPWME (227) (CO) (The Anvadi narerital G McCburt 7 10 5 BCBtani 


[051. 


066050 KUMAHI KStGfJl] (PG IMDU^Eiy) A Carrol 611 5„ 


4063 MULUNfOK (1^ (Thanu Ihcmpem) R Ftot«5 11 5 

ffiBBO GoUsfflUt) R AMIS 7 115 

iQr- SOUDHBHO'BOY (B09)DCCnad)MreSVtfcrs5115. 

SIEVES WOOER (Bay MIR BIlMtyl 6118 

216 THREE BtRTHMBS (269} (KRBrltortJ CUB 115. 


_AP McCoy 
-SMcNal 


503-5 IO M >OUO (2I> (Tern PBbfftr tag NTMaonOwes5U5^ 
00066 MM2DN HEHHS (190} (Snonee0Laa^4 110- 
-IDdadmd- 


JUrJLUneaje 
B Upton 


-MrJGnsririt 


JACK BROWN BOOKMAKER HANDICAP CHASE 
J(CLASS B) £1X1000 added 3m 2f 110yds 

211F1-2 BSTHGOAl GRIffF (24 (BO ftfer 0 CoopB] D Nctatan 7 11 13 

11F114- KAQARO (26Q(I8 (A MattP4 W fumer 7 115. 


4U24UQ4 Q«(fNSBm^m(NtaF>aMNlV«MvCM9llll2 

303111- FUU OF 005(280) (D» HD fitecOonaMtassH Krtat 10 1013- 
A22P4-1 BO»J«(31](q(PNJKBartH)PNcilPE7109- 


PHotayB 

JC1 


P3-2211 TBEBmJGRiai8(W(ltelei«R*mBnlRSCBw*s7i0 5. 

01-1130 SAIILEE (7) (D) (W«e Lmi RanneGhpl P Hoths 7 10 4 

-Ti 


_D Fortt PJ 
-A P McCoy 
— SHcNaR 


BEIIHK 54 Reiael 3-1 TbataMMi 54 ftanalcBS I B-llllBator,S4TtaMFtatttags l Storied Wbe- 
itar, 14-1 otban 

1995: PbBiUB (USA) 4 11 0 D Bnd0«nr 6-1 (M Rp« M ran 


BETTNfe 64 B8Woat Ml 4-1 M of (Ms, S-l Dmt Bsa0v 61 Bond Jbr, B-l Now 1»4 
Samfee, 16-1 Dakynt Boy 

1995: anerN Tam Any 7 ll 10 Wet ifatas 3-1 (p j Hobbs} 9 ran 


MHmum: 10a Hl True handfcap «»«: 7erao 9a 10#; Sange ftate Bta 3b; Sraer Stephanie 9st lib. 

BETDIG: 5-4 Mr IMIgia, 2-1 Itytag Again, 4-1 St MbBm Him 161 Skttr SMttmd*, 14-1 
emnf [Mn. 20-1 ltao. Batata song 
1B95: Gerg? Bnta 9 10 2 D HMm 12-1 (N A THdcnGavKU 3 on 
F0RM6UDE 

It IS difficult to know Am how good SI MELUON FAIRWAY mtfit be. He did not have to be 
at bra best to vrtn three of his foie flans over fences last season, end in me other he made 
eerty mistBkes and ms wefl cooled when canng down two out behind Iflr MMDrbb at As- 
cot That win, his mw on the trot over fences, reaBy put Mr MiRtgvi m the forefront of stay- 
tag novices and he wen to Cheltenham a hot famine tor the Sun ABance. It’s hrstory now 
that he matte rrastafes. including a parttaiafy bad one at the first, and Nahtfien Lad tuned 
the Ascot form round with lam. St Metier Fairway meets him 16b better and may have the 
edge at mis stage of the season. Ikying A^io made up tan a decent noises las season 
and returned to action by gvlng Old Bridge abend a sewn-tongdi beating at Kemptim (2m 
4fl There Is no reason vrtty ha should not stay three mies - he gm 2m5< at Cheltenham m 
Aprl - ihowtji me pace Mr MuR^n Is Neely 10 tow them along at could tad hen out here. 
Sister Staptoela wes dosing Mtar a slow start when she rut the iouih-tast when third be- 
hind BNygiat Groff at Punchestown In Apri. On her last wtstt hero she was alongside King 
Lucttor when bom fed at the taai fence ml, with her target being the welsh National later 
the mersh. she may need this to put her nghL Setactkm: ST MELUON FABTWAY 


1 52101-1 ORRWAL(FR)(lD)(C)(DAJotrecii) Mftpe5Tl 10. _.AP McCoy 

2 PP ASM£Y HOUSE (IS) (B P Haimond) B MOnan 7 10 17 DSaltarlS) 

3 23171-7 DREAM RIDE (IQ (Bf) 1C G Cferie aid G C ItiUuiu [• rWrtvm 6 10 17 Wl 

4 DO'-O SAUCY'S WHF (10) puls J Brooks] N TtauAe 6 10 12 — Jt 

5 217 PP- SNJSAIUD am (231) (IMnood Comel RanneiTlini R Smtf.91017 Dl 

G 233327 SU>Bt COM HD) (Gangs &C0N3J R Lee 8 10 17 G Hogan (3) 

-Sdadmd- 

BEIIBIG: 11-ID Or Royta, M Sopw Cata, 62 Dmm RUe, SO-1 SauaMto Boy. 66-1 Aabtay House. 

Ifl Mlww taMW 

1995: Cal ■ A Day 5 11 0 D Btapvaier 64 (D Nvhcnnl 8 on 

|o cnl DBCEWERMADB* HURDLE (CLASS D)(DIVQ £3^00 added 
[±™j 2m llflyds 

ASIRALtKVADGR(MSSaundcis)MSauidcrs4 11 5 A McCabe 

P BOWCUffl COURT (71 lADSpcnoal RAMUS 4 U5 APMcCoy 

346300 DRAHESIDfE (ID) (R L ftwnl R B khhi 5 11 5 PMctaugNa 

CCTOf- PMNCE OF PHElf (10851 (Der* Kaw Uni) NHjnta: 0115 W Uintns 

0 SN0WSM1 HARVEST Pfl IH StEphaiSintW AnhwTimel 5 ll 5 SMdtaB 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 WWP3- SUPRHffi GENCHII (232) IW E Slut) J Old 7 11 5 

7 

8 

9 


222 DEVON PEASANT (18) (Mis B Stamen L Cnbed 4 11 0^ 
BMALA (Ms Dona fta! E Vttaefer 4 11 0_ 


— £ Upton 

-MrLJeflM 


MrRtofttay 
KMani 


P4> MBS WE BEAT (21) iThe BOntlai H-gi'i 1 ) S MEflor 4 11 0 

BETONG: 7-4 Stamm Cendtn, 9-4 Dem Feassat, 4-1 Bawdffe Coart, 61 SamtM Harvest, 16 

1 Dntestm, 151 Astral bandar, 261 otban 

199K Potentate (USA) 4 U 0 D Bnagrater 61 (M C Ppei 14 ran 


1 
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MMI STOCKBRO KE RS PUNCHESTOWN CHASE 
(GRADE ONQ £35,000 added to stakes 2m 4f[3Sl3 
Penalty Vatae£22J50 
31F-U1 1WB1MLCM1 (HE) Fe«aps SUtadand m Q L-CtrDnyer 


BEmNfi 4-7 tap«M CM, §4 Nafeaa Daita, tUt fttany Data, B4 Hayd 

nc loft 25-1 ItawRir Altai 

19I& Meny Gde 12 0 R Ounwcdy 7 on 


U2M12 HAMM DIMS (HQ A LI Mm 7 120. 

121-PM mRVGAlEPQ JTRDnaoerB12 0 

F73355 UNETHE10fD(to)DBniel(7COrnM6119. 
6P1172 ROfN-MOUKHMCNME AP(7Bnen811 9 — 
688478 TIE FOR A KM EJ 0Uta)>9 US 


-FVHbodi 
JPBmMefc 

TPBaecy 

CF9« 

1 Start! 


lS-lloas 


FORM RUBE 

■HMU. CALL Ml a M shot when vtamtg the Gdd Cta OriCtOUlyil) In MiRh tutwi be a tat 
motto price to iwdiftfciiito. AtCtatarfwn he me hetf ta betw nubgino die toad *w fences 
out end then nmg on wd tan two tu; beamg A)i# Quaa by four fengta. Netan Dwta vw 
otta-on a-3t when second ofttan uras, hMMBgh oewnd Hnjnwmtamek. st leapahttiMi 
BmU) tan time. Merry Belli (M) wstwB at elgi, ID touts behind Opeta Hfe a Neae Cbn40 
an his latest flat. RcyalllloiBMnMne&Diwsaccnd of sb, alengh tetbidSouralltenalCttv 
nti Em) tad ta*. law The M (toll ws ORh d tfe nn«s when bahM SouN Man at Qorami 
Qnfy. Ttae Fbr A Km (8-D vos siflh of 12, mere than 20 tangOs ta the teer, In the race won 6y Bar- 
■negeera Boy ■ FtaQhoust pm) 
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RACINGS 

GREATEST 

MYSTERY! 

The exclusive inside 
story of Flockton Grey 
by 'Racing Journalist of 
the Year' - David Ashf orth 

MONDAY AND 
ALL NEXT WEEK 

only in 


The Sporting 
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1250 Mafor Summit 
1_20 taJflgan 
155 B Don 


HYPERION 

230 Sound Man 
3 j 05 Direct Route 
3.40 Tara Rambler 


GOING: Good, Good u> Finn In ptaees (d>ue codek); Good, Good to Fbm for 1 f bi beck 
malght ChunOe roume). 

■ SfetUrlwnd couofe. Stiff fences. 

■ Rareows* Is on A307, four mile* south of KJngaon. Esher nuh«wy station (aervfec 
fiam London, Waterloo) atfloliw course. MMUSSION:Clob£16 l Junior Club (Ifl- 28305} 
£14: Grandstand £11 (Students £SJ>0); Park £4. GAR PARK: Free, or 52 in mcnhmt . 


H 


■ FADING TRAINERS WITH RDNNKS& D Nfcbotean - 27 wtonera from 7B ranners 
gives isuccens ratio of M-Z% rod »!«• to* SI level euke of £61119; JT Gifford -21 win- 
n era, 125 runners, IBJfe, -£7.44; M Pipe - 9 wtanem, 57 ntrom, l5.8«,-£14^S;OSfcer- 
wood -9 winnen, 41 nuoK», lB-Mt, -££.71. 

■ LEADING JOCKE1B: KDnrwoodr- 38 "Ins. 85 rides, 3£3%, +£46 j 35; A Mngnlre - 
16 wins, 75 rides, 21^V -U2.18; J Osborae- 13 wins, 91 rides, 14.3%, -£46-66; F Hide 
- 10 wine, 09 rides, 14.5%, -£4^0. 

BUNKERS: None. WINNERS IN 1HB LAST SBVEN DAXBe Nona 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Lard Dome (130} has bees neni 303 miles tfy J Chariton 
from Stogks&ctd. Sonhmnberinod. 


B 444F-14 BtEISC H HOHKBARDpq (AWFCteopenon) D6Bnktt>610a RDwwoody 

9 0-20232 WAHSIEAD(32)(TH0mitay)l Jerhns4102 NtoaemB 

-9decMnd- 

BEmNS: M, ReriA The Force, M Andoi, 64 B Dim, 7-1 Hqt Dmee, »£ Itay Feta, Miatal, 12- 
lothm 

1996: Statr DBtfmg 4 11 10 R Oamfly 7-2 (M H Easraby) B tan 
FORM GUIDE 

BJETSCMHORH BARD iron ®ve us a ran at daoent odds off a kNiwegit. Hobdayed smee 
last meon, he reappeared to bast a big field a Worcester and then faced a stiff taek a&lnsi 
Mijjity Moss over a longer trip on the same course. Remembering mat he started wdh a 
cradtag second to Seaon Gray m a tamper at Newtany. BfetEchhom Bard could now be 
worth toiowmg. Aeriton, hearty bacHed and ndden Bteafftod thing at Newtwryon hishur- 
tfes debut, impressed wnh the mn, as he did on hb bumper debut at fMncanton. Howev- 
er. the Newbury torn Is far from befog concrete with so nan/ ot Ns rivals being without 
raoert action. Resist The Force, b maiden on the Rat. atao won wtth plenty In hand on Ns 
hurtles debut, at Ascot. He can improve apm and rates a big Hangar, even snoulderog tNa 
12sL lady Feta Is a gelding high on nperience. He has 10 be ridden for a late chesenge 
and woUd not be wfthout a chance on this tough course after Ms Windsor win from River 
Bay nrar further. The Bnes of fbmunwHwigRnsencrarazsugffsts a dose call at these wegits 
between Hay Dane* and B Don. S el e c t io n : BIEIBCHHORN BARD 


7 55B16-3 EMBElIIGWD(7)P{lheH9iSnaltacac^nfcataNUeaae4114 

8 232-411 DMECrROUIE(2B)p(ChnsHgorV JrioroidJrimsanS114 — Till I I 

9 12206-2 MASS? BEVEiED (14) (DJ PF) Ms E J WIMamfi) P bars 6 113 GBraMey 

10 112042 l»ARHMGGn(USA)PB}(D)|CCaan)09mod5UO lOstama 

11 OlfiUP- H-YWC Ksreucittt (217) P) lady L^rt] P Webber 6 IDS RBdaoy 

12 111-12> MAKEAStMDCtoCOHFADCBQ MFpe5lOB G Turney P) 

13 215-PQ2 IRBAM BANCWG (USA) (2^ (0) (Itanefcl MoCulDCh) B Oson 7 100. 

14 000-140 7nMM{7)(D|UPMcMnElFBay4 100. 
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10 901 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TVfGLE CREEK TROPHY 
1 ^ V| CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 1) £50^00 added 2m 


C4 


1111233 LORD DORCET (22) (CO) (MYI Hogg 1 Qatan 6 11 7 . 
322-121 GOUOMANIUIfCOiaiBHdUvIEO&adyfillT. 


JQtaarai 


3S54-U StORM AlBfT Pfl (CO| 6*3 Otaffl PenBO D ffchoton 10 11 7. 


15-501 SANDOWN EWELL CHASE (CLASS B) £10000 added 
3m 110yds 

1 1/U14-F Ml 0FTIJLUW(3S| (CO) (BF) flafyHaiTBj DNChoSon 7 11 10 AM I0*e 

2 40U34J IMKBi SUBRT (8) (C) (V) (A D WblEi) J GlM 7 11 7 PHfc 


153211 EVMKaiCA RIBA) (2« Watln Pipe Racng CU» Mflpe 6110. 
1OT-1 AARDIMKF (28) (0 OatV CamBa Dmps») C fttJota 51013 — 


.RDmuMfy 

— S Bradley 


BETilNK 64 Major Smart, 2-1 HM arnrtm^ 114 EmageBca, Sri AroMolf 
1998c HI Of Tifiow 6 114 R Duwoody 64 CD Mcholson) 4 ran 


1-20 


HENRY VB NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) £13000 
added 2m 


264121 DOW! THE FEU. {14} p*s, S Johram) J Howad JWnsoe 7 11 4 
3034-12 UM>ArMt(2Q)(D)0F)(TJFbnSPM9bber911O. 


1 
2 

3 311-121 tasim DRUM (U) fttataokn BaEtata) ll taftreon 7 110 

4 1001-11 IIUIIIBAN (12) IB (lady HaiB} D Mchotan 6 11 0, 

BCTTWS: 4-8 I M fe wr, 3-1 Uktor Dtoh, 4-1 Land Atar, 61 D 01 
1995c Certarty Strong 5 ID B R Dimeody 61 (D Mduberi) 6 ran 



1_55 


THAMES IALLEY BGGS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE | 
(CLASS C) £3, 000 added 2m 110yds 

1 1 BKtST THE FORCE {USAJ (14) (D)ftteBaitlSraHapn>J SSurt 6 120. 

2 l-l MRnM(24)(D)|paatrtetaM, DAddaaHtlWriaahpiOShaieodSJi 11-IOdwne 

3 4422-11 LADf PEZA (UQ (Ig (B U CoRnsi N Handaasi 6 11 9 MAFXtgMaM 

4 012-21 B. DON (3M (D) 8X» Monfe) M Ryan 4 11 9 IRyao 

5 046121 MAOT(2«W(MiiCtaCoopei)Rfta*»5114 MrP0Verte(7) 

6 021431 HMDMKE(9)(P){ltaSBaGoRaceigl%nercnp)PHctt£5110 BTan«ey(3) 

7 5233 ADR0V P5) (TrBWrMtChdO J Brtd9 r 4 1012. 


t 311212- VOONG RAGSUR (MO) (CQ (Roach Foods United) D Mcholton 9 U 7 AltaAa 

-4 dadwod- 

ffinwa: 44 Sorod Man, 54 Wtag FtapUp, 34. Storm Atari, 2S-1 tort Dorcrt. 

1995; Surd Man 7 11 7 R ftnwody 66 (E J OTiaM 5 on 

FORM GUIDE 

LORD DORCET is a pro^wsive sort n wBh a rael chance or oaofog an upset fci the hands 
of Jame Osborne. Hs form affKnst Konvrtaa King and Southampton at Cheltenham last 
month is m good enoigi for this, but he a expected to process for that tbs ron of the 
season. He was a smart nwrire on Ns day last term. With Sound Man and Storm Alert vy- 
fog lor eariy dommanoe. Lord Doroet could fM hawa enoutfi left In himr to peg them bach 
up the Snai hHL Sotrd Man has newr appealed as befog ffiod enough to wn a Queen Moth- 
er at cneflenham. but he n sM the one to beet on a course where iw pece saves twn sc 
wel He was always gang loo fast for Storm Alert when the five-length winner of ths last 
year wtth VUngFta^Mp ea-ays lading fe reer on his first tun of the season. Subsequent 
defeats of Sound Man at Cheltenham and AJntrae (fitly showed how rmg-msty Wang Flag- 
ship was 12 months ago. and David KBchafeon has stated once a^n that the getrtag & B 
atufly son who is hard to get fit on the galops. Sound Man could not repeat tas Navan win 
cf last year (second to Anabatic), though he was racing off o 2(H> marfe He won a 
ana* race at donmet a fonntght agp on bad ground, so ha is m the form to take some stop- 
ping. VUng Flagship drd cause an upset n this hn jeare ago when beetmgTravado. He s 
wo good a horse to dtsmsa out d hand, but tno fetang te he rti warn the aubng. ft could 
Just be argjed that Storm Alert has improved a tat since fast year. He has Darner) a couple 
of gridy wtno ai Ascot this twm and he ta onaly at home on thts ijva of ground so Sound 
Man beating tarn by rive lengths again s unaay. Selection: LORD DORCET 


15 1D&PS4 NA5HV11E SOW (USA) a7)(D)(fei0inl*itw|R Mathew 5 100 RMauey(3)V 

-ISdadMd- 

AHrmM^lOaTiuehentfiviielhKltataDBnfogtalltari^tagbUsfivfleftaGsrlUi. 
BEnift 3-1 Batata, S-l BrtwBrtwd. 7-lDtactBoel)B,5»weCtatai», 10-1 FMngtamicbir.Mnbc 
A Start, 12-1 Channtag GM. 14-1 MysUrad «y. lfi-1 oUws 
1996: tfoWs Song 5 10 10 R Dunwody 15-3 (5 Don) 22 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

1E1NEM has come home at his leisure on both starts this season and the hllran the vwigtts 
and faaw ®ound may not stop hs ron. The Huntmgdon wm ll days ago was gamed with- 
out breaking sweat and. thougr the fast pound has frightened away plenty of tas fans, he 
Is the choice a today's Italy temptfetg odds. Make A Steed wtf met on tho pound ana 
ran wel m the better race won by Space Troctar at Cheltenham tag time. He kept on when 
headed to be beaten sot lengths into fifth and. wth Gfenr Tomne/s darn today, he meets 
Mystical tty (second) and Bama Boy (thud) on 7ib and Hb better terms respectively. Ee»- 
beflahed, an unlucky loser of the Tnumph Hunte, has had warm-up runs on the Flat and 
at Faeytouse, but itas looks toutfi far him aewwi the seasoned hantacappers. Eakfano NeB 
has been tnvned fbr the race after the shon-head defeat last year. She is 5b tagher today, 
but £ bound to figjre with Adnan Magrre booked. SRver Cfroom Dies (his course and can 
be fancied to contain Ascot lorn with Bama Boy and Charming GM on 5K> and 3 Hj wwc 
terms respectively. Direct Route has Its ground, out he may lack the pace m this class, 
and the uphil finish may find out Master Bevefed. TWJnnl, twice a winner on the Flat Iasi 
year, has been beaten oy the soft sound uice tvs Ustowel wn on the fast. He ts a iivefy 
outsWar from Frank Berry's yard. Selection: TElNEfN 


DOUG BARROTT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 

I £8000 added 2m 8f 

2P3P® DARK HONEV (7) (CD) IRagpr 5a)P) 5 (km 11 11 10 

61163-2 TOM RAMBtDt (38) U HSnsoni Mk S Hal 7 11 B 

24311-4 KHAUH (T I Wttf&yt D GaniHio 7 11 2 

236531 TBU(17)P(PWRperiJ)ertflris61013 


C4 


-Atacken 
-A 


RDuneody 
I Qstame 


0006PS CO H J ff BCPf (70) (D) IS D HgrVMtkJ MB J tanan 11 10 B- 
-5dactaad- 


3j05 

1 611226 

2 126RV5 

3 1D0261 

4 1423-11 

5 232-610 

6 406433 


WLLIAM HLL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £50y000 1 
added 2m 110yds 

MTSKALCOVninatanHmSyndcataWliUHiESllU) DJCmy 

ESHMO na. PS) (D) (Fist Chance Raene J Spam* S 118_ 


SH.VHI GROOM (35) KDHilw s*er Qrtig H 6 11 fi — SRyro p) 

THN9I (no (U) (D) ISmorSBiretniyl CaptT FanorS 11 B R B r n rondy' 

DREAMS BD (21) Pi (f C FCce) P Bown B 11 7 PHkfe 

BARHA BOV IZQ Oym IMson) N HEndecson B 11 4 MA 


BEITWa: 54 Tara ftaobter, 2-1 Tim, 4-1 KtadU, 61 Dafc Ho*oy, 20-lCofctxny Bey 
1995: ReeOeemfiussll 6 ID 3 A P McCoy 114 0 T Offanfl E «i 
FORM GUIDE 

Saly Hairs Tara Rambler wfl be popular after he season ron at Wetherby the necks ago. 
Lookmg as the ron woufo tang him on, Tara Rambler ran very well io be beaten a head by 
Burnt Imp, who has once won again at Ayr and a dose second to Anzum ai Haydock last 
Saturday. The question to ask s how dose would Tara Rambler have ftnuhed to Miss Optr- 
mkt at Cneflenham m April had he not made a bad meiake at me second tasr? Jimmy s 
Cross was second m that Cheltenham race and on his prowous start he bear TM a neck 
at levels at Huntington. The respective term lines pwes Ten ctrny chance of beaimf. Tara 
Rambler, getting Sib, and ths tough Mfe gelding might puV n off. own if hts best form has 
been on ugiter backs. Oamer ridden over a mp too short at Huntington last moron. Tim 
won easily enough five days later when Ian* Oshome took oier at tampion. KhaUdl rus 
been at the smaBer tracks over the yews, and was Richard Dunwoody- partnered when ho 
beat Mdcffier d Stratford (2m 4f) a year aga. He was having lus fast run smee when toutth 
to Temem at Woroeaer i2m) last month and the return to thts tenner trap vnll ntso netp. Dari* 
Honey, chaang at last season, has won here twice though conmiiuns were much mow test- 
ing. He had no chance m a conations race at Nmttury last Satuday and iherf fast cona- 
tions may beat tarn. Cokeony Boy has been out of form over fences lor some time and he 
Lwr nurdies attempt resulted in a ra4ed off last-of-ihroe or Chepstow over tno >ears ago. 

Selection: TIM 


HYPERION 

L05 Mete Baby 140 E-Mafl 2_15 U^fitnfog Bolt 
245 Anzio 3L20 Decorated Hero 335 Gfow 
Forum 4v2S GadgB 4J55 Doufale-O 


WARP DRIVE Wkkr 90 

0 BBEEN BCULEVAflD (115) J Barf 6 S... 


IRrikfB 

G Carter 1 

Jlyodi(3)4 
McKmm 3 
2 


1 4460 fBOHHIHDS PEARL (73) Ft htoflhdxafl 8 9 . 

8 0 HUM MOON (U)CTbDBtDn89— 

9 006 SHOW EUU(2qR Hannan B 9.— 

-Bdedarad- 

BETRNS: B-l AMD Botawart, 44, Hrotfayanfe Peort. 61 1 
FR For lb* Job, 6-1 Slew Ergfe, 7-1 Wwp Mfe, 8-1 E-MaB, 134 ottos 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 7f-outrtde: mnabidcr- bwkfe. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High hoot 6T to 1m 2f. 

■ Ptbrennd, lefLhand. oval come. 

■ Gosnscli north of town odA 4 4 9. Wotverhamiaon station Ira. 
ADMISSON: did) £ IS; Irtfemalta £C (OAP member* oT Dtamond 
Chib £4>. CAR PARK: Free. 


RADCLFFE RUHByA FROJDS SELLING 
STAKES (CLASS E) £5,000 2YD 7f 
250021 BAUPETHWTiarErSll D S — cno y (7) 3 B 


cotad hove done hun good and he 19 ndden by Sanon Whitworth, 
who normafty partners Stopped Brow. Ando w« not find H easy to 
defy the lOst over this mp m what could be a strongy run race, af- 
thoueh the tact thatthe laissi wn of an exedero season was m a 
listed race su£geets he has the necessary ctaas. Few hones take 
to alnwadier racing as vet as Otai Bom Boot, who hacked up here 
[6ft 12 days ago. The harattapper has reacted accatSngjy. honev- 
er. rarang htm 15fo. Mr Bergerac writ be thereabouts 4 ne can pro- 
duce someiNiui 8te Its second to Coastal Btuff m me l^ir Gritt Cup. 

Selection: CRETAN Gin 


ass 


2.15 


EMff 


VISOSED FIRST TIME: General Arademy (3^0). 

WINNERS IN TBB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DIOTANCB RUNNERS: Cord Gray [B-lSl hn been 
km 18! miles by J J O’Neill Don Skelton Wood End, Cumbria; 
Ox-reft (2.45) sent I7B mflrs by A Moore from Woodmsieen, 
ESusser; Maraliaga (R30) sent 1 06 mite iy Latfer Hcrrka from 
AnjorwrinR Park, Wen Sussex. 


00663 CHIt5EID1MIUBl(8)RHoanshad811 Flyw*(3)4 

0006 COUHIESSTllESClBR WMA811 1 Raid 8 
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HOUDffiT INN GARDEN COURT HANDICAP 
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BRMNGHAM MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) 
(DIV I) £4^00 2YDSf 
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CREDUV GtFT^ btOBS win » tar was HI the Sfoer Cup er Ayr, but 
fcng before that he made a name tor himself as a useful al-wKarh- 
erhantteapper.HeprabablynaedsiobebetterthanevoriorB^s* 
ter a Irtst eevan-tuflongwh In ms company but tea Redcar success 
a month as>3uffi«as he h i^r tort« tas*. Ha mom cfaea n sewn- 
furiong handicaps hero ealy in We jrar. Quite a few of these have 
won at this iterance bit are batter wtit or as. so a sew-fur- 
long spa*fia such as ReUe has a tat #fog for him. Ha must pul 
behnf tarn a moderate showing at Ybrk in taster, but the bread 
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DECORATED NERtTc winning run tame to an end at Srtm-aoud 
on ll November, but Iris performance in that Group Two contest 
confirmed he was stfl improving. The bra fhatthe race was tun on 
heavy ground shows Decorated Hero can cope wdi any gang, when 
suggests he can take the switeh id Ftaesano h Ns stride, if mere 
ta a dam. h concoms hb ability to stay this distance, whereas Key 
IP My Herat ^me and rough ashes, would prefer more of a sta- 
mmatesL Prfoce Of Androa was tramed by Dawd Looerwhen be 
beet MaraOnge (fourth) and Cotestirt Key (eighth) in last year's 
race but is now nidi Chns Wa!L Rnnce Of Andros's form has teen 
patchy (tag season and though (to does not seem as goat as fast 
year. haatleastiacapefiapWty.lfihebreoltanricftangeofaa- 
bfe have done a tat of good, he )M9 make Kfe driheun for Decorated 
Hein. Bfomberg, Royal PhOoeopher, and CefestW Key 

al finished behind the cerefetent N|o in the ctosfog aages pf the 
turf season and Royrt PMosopher was behind DeccrUEd Hero h France 
las month. Aimot^i fQo hag not won snoe hts three-year-old days, 
ha was margmaBy preferred to Bun sataemate pnnee Of Antuos for 
last year's race on the strangm of esrftor seconds ai Group races. 
(Ha v«s rtritorawn after breaking out of the stalls]. Thai Morning 
has improved agnl&canoy since he won a hanficap hero in October 
(rated a lowly 58 but rt wB ste te some pertormanee if ha can get 
the better of Decorated Hero today. Sel e ct io n: DEDICATED HERO 
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Newcastle United's new defensive guru tells Gfettii Moore- how he survived and prospered- after the nightmare of the Maxwell years 

Lawrenson tunes in to Toon philosophy . 


It was the summer of 1988, Mark. 
Lawrenson was manager of Oxford 
United and Kevin Maxwell was his 
chairman. 

Lawrenson recalls: “I had agreed 
a deal with Graeme Souness to buf 
Jimmy Philips, who’s now at 
Bolton, from Rangers. Kevin was on 
the boat, the one Robert [Maxwell! 
was on when he died. I rang ship- 
to-shore and the voice at the other 
end was Robert who was then chair- 
man of Derby County.” 

Lawrenson then does a passable" 
impression of Maxwell's famous 
booming voice as he relates: “He 
said ‘Hello'. I said ‘Mr Maxwell, it’s 
Mark Lawrenson, can I speak to 
Kevin.’ 

‘Speak to me.’ 

‘Well, it involves one of our play- 
ers.’ 

‘Speak to me.* 

‘WelL, Kevin’s my chairman.’ 

“Speak to me.’ 

“I spoke to him,*’ said Lawrenson. 

“1 told him about Phillips and he 
went: ‘Done.’ So the Derby Coun- 
ty chairman had just agreed for Ox- 
ford United to buy a full-back from 
Glasgow Rangers. That," added 
Lawrenson, “just about summed up 
the situation.” 

No wonder Lawrenson agreed . 
when Kevin Keegan asked him to. 
work with Newcastle United’s de- 
fence. After dealing with the 
Maxwells even the prospect of get£ 
ting David Ginola to detend cannot 
seem that daunting. 

“I’m enjoying it; It is nice to Be’ 
back in the game - and in this ca- 
pacity. I didn’t expect it l‘d carved 
out my own career in the media." 

We were talking in Vienna where 
Lawrenson was preparing to work 
for BBC Radio at Manchester Unit- 
ed’s Champions' League tie with 
Rapid Vienna. His media work 
also includes Sky TV and a news- 
paper column. 

Newcastle is the priority. The pre- 
vious night he had watched them 
beat Metz in the Uefa Cup and, 
when we returned to Manchester* 
Airport in the early hours ofTburs-; 
day morning he drove straight to hisj^ 
new home m Gosforth to help pre&. * 
pare for Monday's much with Not- 
tingham Forest. ‘ 

“It was a surprise,”, he recalled. * 
“I went up to do an interview with . 
Keith Gillespie for Sky. As we were 
doing it astoiy broke about [Fausti- 
no] Asprilla being late back so I 
asked Kevin a few questions on that 

“The following day I got a mes- 
sage to ring Terry McDermott ur- 
gently. I thought, *Oh no. They’re 
objecting to something we asked-’ 
When Terry said ‘Kevin wants to 
speak to you’ I was sure they were. 
Then Kevin asked if I wanted “to get 
back in it’. 

“lam primarily involved with the 
defenders though I speak to all the 



Mark Lawrenson (left) makes a point to Darren Peacock before Newcastle's recant game againkt Mkkfleshrough at the Rtverskfs Staiiuii 



ers. I have nof really worked 
them, it is mSfre a .case of try- 
“ J “‘ * its. They now 
e and ask 
:nt& WfeSt they 
hate dohe. 
whfch is great 
one of their 




to make sab 
to me 
certain 
'.tiM^flhat they 
Tlfeyhave 
Mien you 

fiercest critics. . ... 

Lawrenson, like ^eegan, does not 
use video - “playmhJways know ex- 
actly what happened" - but he has 
bad to get used to supporters watch- 
ing training. “In a^ay it helps. You 
have always got the players' atten- 
tion. They know they are on show.” 

There is also Keegan’s current 
penchant for playing three centre- 
backs and attacking wing-backs to 
deal with. 

“Kevin likes to think there are not 
many teams playing with wingers, 
why not play that Way? It gives us 


widih^ inventiveness and numbers in 
midfield which help us win the ball 
back when we lose iL It is a case of 
making everybody aware of their re- 
spousjbhities. . 

‘“Allot Ms upon the rwo wing- 
badcS. XWe'&re trying to convince Gv- 
noia tfeat.it' is the way to play. He., 
has never played that wayfeefore and 
I drink he finds it dUEculLwhea peo- 
ple run past him, to have to track 
them bade On Tuesday he did it well 
for us. We know we are not going 
to get him tunning SO yards and slide 
in and make a tackle. What we are 
saying to him is that when we lose 
the tell make sure you run back 10 
yards to save yourself running 40 lat- 
er oa. If the full-back is aware that 
you are going to gp with him he is 
going to stop going after a while.” 

A quick run through the video 
suggests Ginola did track back 



moreagainst Metz tha^&aal bnt 
there were .times whes^teS&ick of 
defen&te noiis was i 
not come automat 
hasdfcnetoGi 
admhfed.“Tterei 
thiiikslhat mayficit i 
hfen gbmg forward but i 
do, it is ® good system*” 

• More' generally, 

son, his aim is to “mak^t££td think 
pessimistically” - the Wfeaf-*f syn- 
drome? “Ultimately you toe trying 
to get .them to prevent danger 
rather titan react to iL The good de- 
fender are the ones who stake sure 
there is not a problem in the fiist 
place. 

“In Europe you have to be very 
patient Attackers are used to play- 
ing against man-markers and they 
look to pull you out of position. AU 
we say to people like [Philippe] Al- 


beit and [Darren] Peacock is that, 
99 pef&toiof the time, if you don’t 
"fbnt-ef position we should . 

jjhifig Lawrenson does not 
teft<h^|®nls it bow Liverpool did 
it “W£ fewer Calk about it not to 
plfijeisi'fi does not have any rede- . 
yajkxinfitf you don’t I think play- 
ers respect you more. Kevin, Terry 
and I might tell a few stories to our- 
selves, “do you remember when”, 
bu t veiy rarely do we say “if that had 
been Liverpool in the 80s- ” 
Lawrenson did not play with 
Keegan but is credited for per- 
suading him to retire. Keegan went 
back to Aiifield with Newcastle for 
an FA Cup tie in 1984 and was com- 
prehensively outpaced by Lawren- 
son. Afterwards he decided it was 
his last season. “Maybe this is his way 
of getting revenge,” Lawrenson said. 


Photograph: Will Walter 


Lawrenson, who also played for 
Preston, Brighton and the Repub- 
lic of Ireland (38 caps) retired at 
30 with an Achilles tendon injury 
in 1988. While Liverpool went on 
to-be champions, he took over at 
relegation-bound Oxford making 
him the answer to the teaser, who 
won a championship medal and was 
relegated in the same season? (He 
once asked this question of the 
press corps then enjoyed the many 
wrong answers before someone 
realised.) 

He was at Oxford seven months. 
“It was an experience and an edu- 
cation,” he said. “Tm glad I did iL 
In a surreal way I enjoyed iL 1 don’t 
know if there will be the like of 
Robert Maxwell again. 

“I dealt with Kevin but when 
there was a major decision it obvi- 
ously went to his father. I would ring 


Kevin uD about trying lo sign some- 
one and he would say T will get back 
royou^ And be spoke lo dad. As 
part of the empire it was under- 

S ^*TTie thing I learned straight 
away was that whatever Robert 

Manvel! did he had to think he was 
celling a deal. So if 1 needed 
£200,000 to buy a player I had 10 get 
the message through that they were 
asking for £300,000. • 

The relationship was never like- 
ly to prosper and Lawrcason left 
when Dean Saunders was sold 
against his will- after Lawrenson 
bad been promised he could keep 
him for the season and told season- 
ticket buvers the same. 

“He went in October, we were 
seventh and at home to Blackbura^ i 
I arrived and Kevin told me. ‘1 knwj| 
what we agreed but Saunders has to 
speak to Derby after the game’. Ob- 
viously his dad had been on. Der- 
by had been on the phone a few 
timttc about Saunders but otters fan- 
cied him too. 

“Dean signed that nighL I voiced . 
my opinion to Kevin and he said 
speak to my father. The next day. 

1 went up to the penthouse at the 
Mirror building. He sat right next 
to me, very close, on a Chinese in- 
laid coffee table. It looked very ex- 
pensive and it started to buckle. I 
thought “this could be funny, if it was 
not for the situation it could be veiy . 
fruiny’. 

“He said: ‘What’s your problem 
young man?’ I said: ‘You know what 
my problem is’ and came out with- 
all this rhetoric about Saunders 
and promises to me and the season- 
ticket holders. He said, ‘It’s grit noth- . 
ing to do with you’ and walked out. 

“I went home and decided to re- . 
sign. The next day I went back with 
Brian Horton, my assistant He. 
was whisked off straight away icij^ 
offered the job (I’d already told h®* 
to take it if they did). Tm kept wait- . 
ing for an hour. Kevin walked in,: 
threw this piece of paper at me and 
told me 1 was being sacked for telling 
the press 1 was resigning - which was 
not true. I said, r lf you're happy 
. throwing that at me. I’m sorty'. His 
parting shot was. ‘Nobody resigns on 
Robert Maxwell.’ r 
. Lawrenson’s most surprising tale . 
is a confession. '“The best thing to 
happen to me in football was sign- 
ing for Preston. I was bom in and 
went to school in Preston, my dad 
played for Preston, my stepfather 
was a director, my mother had 
watched Preston for most of her life. 
The day I played for the first team 
was probably the best. ; 

“Liverpool supporters say ‘How 
can you say that? You won the 
League five times, you won the Eu- 
ropean Cup’. BuL from the age of 
four or five, that was all I ever want- 
ed. The rest was a bonus." 


Birmingham 
boosted by 
Furlong 


Birmingham City expect to have 
their record signing, Paul Fur- 
long, back to lead their attack 
in today's Hist Division game 
with Grimsby at St Andrew’s - 
as the manager of the month, 
Trevor Francis, looks to boost 
his side’s promotion quest. 

Furlong, signed from Chelsea 
for £1.5m in the summer, 
missed the midweek home chaw 
with Barnsley because of a leg 
injury suffered at Norwich last 
weekend. With Paul Devlin still 
suspended and Ricky Otto Sn- 
effective up front against the 
Tykes, it could mean Furlong 
linking up with the transfer-list- 
ed Mike NewelL 

Newell, available after a 
three-match suspension, is back 
in contention after Bolton'* 
pulled out of the running to agn 
the former Everton and Black- 
burn player. ’‘As far as I am con- 
cerned the deal's now dead,” 
Frauds said. “Mike is free to 
play after suspension but I 
haven’t decided whether he 
will be in my plans.” 

Francis added: “The team 

spirit in the camp is terrific now 

~ bat we are still in the process 
of building thB team. Vfc are not 
yet the finished article.” 
Manchester Gty’s j 



We're accustomed to it all by 
now. After alL the question is al- 
ways the same: “Why Belgian 
football?” Which is usually said 
in varying tones of stunned be- 
wilderinenL hostile contempt or 
amused tolerance. 

Admitting to an active in- 
terest in any aspect of the 
Benelux countries is, of course, 
strictly uncool. The obvious 
reply to such a question is 
"Why the hell not?" Belgium is 
unassuming, accessible and un- 
derrated, and what’s more 
tempting than this? Antwerp, 
Belgium's third city, is home to 
a bar which sells no less than 
800 different beers, all of which 
are eminently acceptable to 
those fine folk at Camra. 

Both of us stumbled upon the 
joys of Belgian footie during the 
early 80s in the heady days of 
Pfaff. Gere is and Ceulemans, 
an era where overgrown facial 
hair, dropped shoulders and 
socks rolled around the ankles 
were the familiar sight. The Bel- 
gian national side established it- 
self. in our eyes, as embodying 
the best aspects of British and 
Continental football: an in- 
triguing mixture of skill and 
physical prowess coupled with 
an endearing defensive inept- 
ness - attributes that have been 
the hallmark of Les Diables 
Rouges ever since. 

Performances of the highest 
calibre lurk long in the memo- 
ry: who could forget those 
blcaiy-evcd long-nighters of 
Mexico ’86, especially Bel- 
gium’s monumental clash with 
the USSR in Leon, where Guy 
Thjs’s heroes triumphed 4-3 af- 
ter extra time, despite Igor Be- 
lanov’s sublime hat-trick. 

Club football was a natural 
progression, introducing us to 
the likes of Club Bruges and 
Standard L&ge. Then on to 
AnderfcchL who fost to Spurs in 
the 1983-84 Uefa Cup final de- 
spite being the holders, before 
we plummeted into the realms 


of obscurity where the dfeci- 
phering of chib names made fre- 
quent bed-time reading. Little 
did we know that we were de- . 
ve loping early signs of Belgo- 
mama-an intimate knowledge 
of just why Whterschei and Win- 
terslag combined and the exact 
biological breakdown of RWD 
Molenbeek, whilst attempting to 
explain why a mocked-by-many 
country the size of Belgium can 
boast such an inventive collec- 
tion of dob names in its foot- 
balling empire. Take abcrwErp 
Kwerps, Boom and Old Steam- 
er Zeebcugge. Sad, bat true. 

Then, in 19S8, there was KV 
Mechelen. A team that nobody 
outside of Belgium had heard of 
had gone and won themselves a 
major European trophy. We 
marvelled at the sight ot Piet den 
Boer and the magical Israeli Eli 
Ohana, as Aad de Mos's valiant 
Cup- Winners’ Cup-winning he- 
roes defeated the mighty Ajax 
of Amsterdam at Strasbourg’s 
Stade de la Meinau. It was 
schoolboy stuff! And how ccmld 
we ever forget the beard of the 
chairman, John Cotttier? 

Venturing on to Belgium’s 
eclectic bunch of stadiums, such 
as Dc Bosuil, home to Royal 
Antwerp, the oldest dub in 
Continental Europe with simi- 
larly aged facilities. Where else 
would you expea to find a large, 
monolith containing 800 busi- 
ness seats rising behind a goal , 
emanating all the atmosphere of 
a concrete block? AU tne more 
bizarre when you consider sev- 
eral other parts of the ground 
are cordoned off. Charleroi’s 
Mambour verges on the con- 
temporary, with its pioneering 
use of neon advertising, while 
Mechelen's old-fashioned Acb- 
terde Razerae continues to en- 
chant us with its chocolate-box 
mixture of terracing and seats. 

Then there are the delight- 
ful pre-match lunches at stadi- 
um-bordering restaurants of 
pink decor where well-to-do . 


ins conterifplate the pro- 
ceedings over genoous servings 
of oyster clams and accompa- 
nying shots of Duvel. The ge- 
nial atmosphere is continued 
inside the ground where tray- 
loads of Stella are often passed 
from front to back of over- 
populated terraces throughout 
the duration of the match. 

Belgian football has proven 
to be a hotbed of style indif- 
ference, with Cercle Bruge’s 
yearly stroll down the catwalk 
providing annual embarrass- 
ment. Excessive experimenta- 
tion with the colour green has 
often resulted in outlandish 
designs more reminiscent of 
army camouflage uniform. Un- 
knowingly, AA Ghent’s 85-86 
jerseys even resembled Tesco 
carrier bags. But if we discard 
Mechelen's current offering 
that doubles as a test trans- 
mission card (like their per- 
formances), we can thank 

Roval Antwerp for resurrecting 
style consciousness with their 
recent Ajax-influenced classic. 

If all else faDs why not indulge 
yourself in an entirely accept- 
able blood sport: that of hating 
AnderlediL who me the Man- 
chester United of the Belgian 
end of the Low Countries. As 
Waregem and Cetcle fans, we 
congratulate ourselves on the 
feet that our dubs are unlikely 
ever to be in a position to buy 
their way to success, unlike Ley 
Mauves. Then again our dubs 
are unlikely to wm anything in 
the foreseeable future. 

But that won’t stop us. Oth- 
er fens may struggle to com- 
prehend, but the lure of the 
world’s finest chocolate is dif- 
ficult to resisL And we haven’t 
even mentioned the surreal 
underwear museum. Con- 
vinced? Then wfy not let a lit- 
tle piece of Belgium into your 
life. After alL. everything is 
beautiful... in its own way. 


• DU* 
ana, FOBn 


The M0an tatbaV tan- 
4i,undon N14 6SY 


TODAY 

adsofess state 

Y&'fia fflntf 

' 3?Arcfensl v Derby .i 
SrausM v Breton.. 

v TbtienMrf 
'4 Woaster v BtacMun 



Leyton outfit v Stevenage . 
laion v Bwefren Wood — 


Matwfettu Stockport - 


« unBcr v oaoaum 
Si Liverpool v Sheffiekf 9&tmUyJ 
S Mddesbraugi v Leeds O 
7 Southampton v Aswn Vflte . 

<1 Sunderiand v Wim b ledon..—: 

p w o i r a 

2 32 tA 
i 9 4 .2 26 13 


V Br*f*on£H_ — 
*3 ParK Han£vs _ 
tTWWb.. ‘ 

Utd v ftxtanouth. 
Tranmere 


Southern ffr*t roamd 

Hereford vMMnbB — — 


Scottish First DMsioa 

43 Afrttrie v Clydebank ... 

44 Dundee v Falkirk.. — 

48 East Fife V Rartfdt~. 

48 Morton v St Johnstone 

47StwSngvStMmen — . — ! 


QMVtmdu* 

33 Kettering v Stough 

34- KBdermhsttrv Dover. 


Scottish Second Division 

■- LMnguon v Stanhousemir 

48 Stranraer v Brechin — 



F* second lowtd 

auBScftiDoi v Hednesford 

21 Cambridge Utd v VSbtartg™ „_ 

22 CariSte v Darfincton 

23 CDeStar v Boston Utd — 

24 Chesterfield v Scarborough 

25 Wwham v Scunthorpe 

28 Enfield v PweftxvouiJi 

27 Bsmet v tycombe 

28WnissWvBumtey 


— - MoracambevHtyes 

— Northmen v FfemborOUgh _______ 

35 Southport vBrcnjsgrwe 

— ‘ 3B SWybrid# v Haflfex - 

. - Tefford v Rushden — 

— 37 Wattngv Bah 


S co t t ish Third Division 

40 Ross county v Montrose __ — 


Scottish Cup 
First round 

- ASaon Rowre v Forfar 


round . 

- Atauvcham v Macclesfield 


29 Cointy v Rochdale — 

36 Breton v to* — 

SL-SucJbuylbwn wBrentfonl _ 
■fat La>m ROad, CbfcheslwJ 

.3? Hi* Oiy v Crewe , — 

-\-8n«tn^Oy v St Atoara _i_, 
GtCifihsm (6.0)—. 


Bob’s Scottish Leaguo 
Prem ier Division- 

38 Dunfermline v Aberdeen 

39 Hearts vRatoi — 


40 Ntmamockv Dundee Utd 

O.Mothermefl vCeMc — 

42 Rangers y Hfcerrtan 


. - Afloa v Hawick RtyalAlben 

■ - Bjjn Cky v WhftehtH Wetfare 

- Huntfy v Clyde — .Off 

TOMORROW 
FA CnrBwd P ron do r sM p 

West Ham v Manchester Utd (4.0} . — 

Nationwide toagm 
First DMmlofl 

VfestBronwifch.vBoBdn (LCJ) 


TEAM SHEET 



> Choiseav 


Last season: Did nor ptay . 

Last five League n idfctaoi : Arse- 
nal DUVWW, Derby UMfl/DW 
Bergkamp Is out of the -Arsenal 
team despite manager. -Anger's 
hopes that he would be back after 
misting three matches wttiva th®i 
strain. Hartson wiir continue to 

deputise but We injured seaman and 
Keown are still missirw. Deftiy wel- 
come back defender finis' wwell- 

Liverpool v 
SftwfrWMf 

trot season: 1-0- ' 

flsrt five La^w.mmche^liver- 

.poolLWDD^ShdWd-Wednesday 

oqinoD 

Liverpool expect to name an un- 
changed side: Coftimbre aind Red- 
knapp should necovw fhxn minor; 
knocks but may not force tfieir way 
into the starting line-up. Wednesday 
wffl again be w^hout Hirst, who has 
an Achilles tendon problem. New- 
some or CoIBns. 



Everton 

L ak t ^uoau n: Q-0 


WWDDt, Evenon OWDWL " 
Chelsea striker Hughes Is singing- 
after needing studies tn-'a-'shfn 
wound picked up during tastwOekfe. 
match against leeds.Berton’sBwiv ' 

by tOok two days off with flu Ths week 

but has travelled. Mfcflfekfer-Graritls 
preparing to play after havinfitbe strap-, 
ping removed from an anide frpy - 


Coventry v 

iDtteiiiuun 




fi 2-3 . . 

Last five L eag u e match e s: Coven- 

try 0DDL1, ibttenham UVWU. 
Belgtin irOErrisfional Aril-back Genauc 
has been cai«J up ly Coventry after 
reoowtfrigttom a golnir^ify suffered 
in August He joins Ns pteyer-man- 
ager Soachan on the bench. Spurs 
flekl £2.6m Nomrolan sbter hesen 
as a repfawment for their injured top 

scorer. Armstrong. . 



•fankle) are rvfeffoutfty, 
along witfethe wtr^'- 
George tesharft iseX- 
nameanuncten^Basider 
as tSStt ovbb a dind succassve win. 
Deftnde rigftcdoy has recovered from 


v Aston VHa 

tsst-snswc 0-1 
laktYive League matches: South- 
ampton DUiL Aston VO la WUVWW 
Wnssier axf 'NeHson"w«f again be 
missirtgfbr the Saints: bs Ttstier has 
aiWjfe strain while Neitson has had 
6 knee operation. VIHa striker John- 
son feces a fitness test on a knee in- 
jury ftwee games out. but 
manapar Little looks set to name an 
.unchanged starting line-up wftft \bri« 
available. 


Leicester v 

- Blackburn 

Lest season Did not play 
Lest five League matches: Leices- 
ter UMUML Blackburn LWDOW 
leioester's Vf«sh is s«t ruled out wfth 
a groin strain sostriter MarahaB con- 
tinues at centre-back. Watts (anWe> 
and Ttylor (ear inSectSon) are in doubt. 
Blackburn have a worry over winger 
Fiptey; wtw has a knee injury. Duff 
Is added to tee squad which beat 
Southampton last week. 


Sunderland vi 
Wimbledon 


Last season: Did not play 
Last five League matches: Sun- 
derland VVLLDW, Wimbledon DDDDW- 
Su ndefend are expected to recall Ord 
.to central defence after a four- 
match ban. Scott should revert to left- 
back, Bridges is pressing hard for a 
starting place. Visiting manage Kin- 
near is set to name tee same side 
as Wimbledon aim to extend their re- 
markable 17-match unbeaten run. 




tiMt season: 0-1 

ijfatllya Lrogw matches: Vfest Ham LDODL, Manchester Utri UiVDW 
W^Ham tinker Jonas has recovered from k^iiy problems and takas Ws place 
the sgt ad. A part thorn the loss of Keane, United must also cope without Garv 

i? tSaa - lr “errs^taln to swtSi midflekl »3 

teenage AiB-t»ck Oagg is Stantfir^ by. as are Johftsert, Schotes and Rotiraty. 


et Martyn Margetson, who 
feared he had broken his leg af- 
ter being carried off in the first 
minute of Sunday’s defeat .at 
Wolves, is set to face Bradford 
at Maine Road. Tfests only re- 
vealed severe bruising and 
swelling to both knees and he 
has been able to resume fell 
training. City's caretaker man- 
ager, Phil Neal, who has new 
signing Neil -Heaney fit to re- 
turn, said: “The lads are in gpod 
Spirit and we need to start winf , 
ning matches. That will help' ’ 
everyone's confidence.” 

The leaders, Bolton, are not 
in action until tomorrow, when 
they wfllbelorikmgto enda run 
of four successive draws when 
theyvst WesL&xanwidiAfi»on. 
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sport 


Liverpool 
, look for 

killer touch 


Guy Hodgson assesses this 
weekend's Premiership programme 


Ask Roy Evans bow his Liver* 
pool team are doing and a 
careworn look crosses his face. 
“People who watch us regular* 


says, bewildered why his 
players can flit from destructive 
to distracted in a matter of sec* 
onds. His team.be reckons, are 
the prime cause of bis grey hair. 

The Liverpool manager be* 
lieves a tanker-load of Grecian 
2000 could not airest the effects 
on he nerves of watching a team 
whose kilter instinct is buried so 
deep it is barely noticeable, but 
at least one man believes they 
‘"I win the championship this 
. “1 don’t think they'll ever 
a better chance,” David 
Pleat, whose Sheffield Wednes- 
day side travel to Anfield today, 
said “Chelsea play the most cul- 
tured football in the Premier- 
ship, Newcastle give me the 
most excitement. Arsenal are 
very tough and Manchester 
United have some very good 
players. But I believe Liverpool 
are the best team.” 

Which is hardly encouraging 
for Wednesday who have lost 
four of their six away fixtures 
since their win at Newcastle 
which had Sheffield anticipat- 
ing summer from what proved 
to be an earth bound swallow. 
On top of that, David Hirst, 
Wayne Collins and Jon New- 
some are out with injury. 

Pleat is hopeful and so are 
Arsenal, who would extend 
their lead if Liverpool lose and 
they beat Derby at Highbury. 
The Gunners are the surprise 
team of the Premiership, not so 

r far their recults as for 
exuberant style which 
means their supporters no 
longer have to come out with 
their allegiance like someone 
confessing to trainspotting. 

Arsenal will be without Den- 
nis Bergkamp, who has not re- 
covered from a thigh strain, and 
complacency is unlikely to be on 
the team sheet either if ihe 
words of the manager, Arsdne 
Wenger, are anything to go by. 
“1 know this will be a difficult 
game," he said. “I like the look 
of Derby. They are solid, well- 
organised and dangerous. Everjr 


match gets tougher because we 
are top." 

Tottenham, who have 
snatched Arsenal's erstwhile 
dull mantle, will hope to chang e 
both their image and their form 
with the signing of £2. 6m strik- 
er Steffen Iverson, who is like- 
ly to mafag his debut against 
struggling Coventry. A defeat to- 
day and White Hart Lane will no 
longer wonder if it is in crisis. 

Iverson, who played in 
Rosenborg's surprise win over 
Milan in the Champions' 
League on Wednesday, had 
scarcely bad rime to unpack his 
bags never mind settle, but an 
injury to Chris Armstrong has 
ended any chance of acclimati- 
sation. “At the end of a. bad 
week," Gerry Banos, the Spurs 
manager, said, “this is a real 
boost. fm veiy optimistic thing; 
will turn round for us now and 
a good win at Coventry can 
make all the difference." 

While Coventry cannot start 
winning Wimbiedoo cannot stop 
and they will be hopeful of ex- 
tending their unbeaten rim to 18 
matches against Sunderland at 
Roker Park. “It wifl be as tough 
as the likes of Arsenal, Liverpool 
or Aston Villa," Joe Kmnear, 


Rangers may be 
sole survivors 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 

Abe Bell’s Scottish League Pre- 

Opnier Division fixture list could 
be cut to just one match today 
if the freezing weather contin- 
ues to bite. Only the Rangers v 
Hibernian match at Ibrux is pro- 
tected by undersoil heating, 
with sub-zero temperatures 
threatening the other games at 
Dunfermline, Hearts, Mother- 
well and Kilmarnock. 

Inspections are planned at 
Motherwell (930am), Dun- 
fermline (10.0) and Hearts 
( 1030), while Kilmarnock are 
still hoping their home game 
against Dundee United will sur- 
vive. If it does, the former 
Rangers striker Bobby William- 
son will take charge of the 
home side for the first time, fol- 
lowing this week’s departure of 
Alex Tbtten from Rugby Park. 


If Celtic’s visit to Motherwell 
is postponed,, then Rangers 

would have the chance to open 

up an eight-point lead in the ti- 
tle race. Ally McCoist wifi lead 
the Rangers attack needing just 
one goal to equal the post-war 
'record 


of 264 goals, held by Gordon 
Wallace, Brian Laudrup, Paul 
Gascoigne aad Alex Oebnd are 
likely to return for Rangers. 

Snow and ice also threatens 
to wipe out all four Ibnnenis 
Scottish Cup first-round fix- 
tures scheduled to be played to- 
day. The game between Huntly 
and Clyde is already a victim of 
the bad weather and will now 
be played a week today. 

lan McPhee has been named 
caretaker manager of Forfar 
Athletic, following Thursday's 
departure of Tbmmy Camp- 
bell, who is now the manager of 
Arbroath. 


Australia add to Lara’s misery 


n 




Cricket 

( J Australia gave Brian Lara an- 
other reason to be miserable 
when they beat West Indies by 
five wickets in the opening 
World Series limited overs 
mutch in Melbourne yesterday, 

Lara, disciplined for miscon- 
duct on Wednesday, was dis- 
missed for five to extend a poor 
run of form on lour. 

Australia, who hold a 2-0 lead 
in the five-match Test series, 
overhauled West Indies’ total of 
172 all out with eight balls to 
spare to end a run of six suc- 
cessive one-day defeats. 


All-rounder Greg Blewett 
steered his side to victory with an 
unbeaten 57 in 90 balls to the de- 
light of the 42,442 crowd. Blewett 
came to the wicket with the to- 
tal on 70 for 2 and hit three fours 


129 minutes. His crucial 

i-wicket partnership with fel- 
low all-rounder Stuart Law, who 
scored 21, added 71 off 85 balls. 

Lara looked out of touch dur- 
ing his brief stay at the crease 
before chipping a simple catch 
to Shane Warne at midwickeL 

WOMPS6ME8 (M a fca wr w ) Utea tedte 172 
(4a2ae«(SNwMra Chjnde*»UBtt;hs- 
ma 173 for 5 14&4 men) (G Blewett S7nm. 

Aurtnfla wta by fire widan. 


Seventeen grands prix in ’97 


Motor racing 

Luxembourg appears on the 
Formula One calendar next sea- 
son. but only as a means of ac- 
commodating a now established 
second race in Germany, writes 
h Derick Allsop. The Nurbuigring, 
" I laving claimed its place as the 
Grand Prix of Europe, takes on 
its new title ott 28 September. 

The FIA, motor sport’s gov- 
erning body, announced a 
17- race world championship 


yesterday, which is due to cul- 
mjriaic in tbe Portuguese Grand 
Prix on 26 October. Austria’s re- 
turn to Formula One is con- 
firmed for 21 September. 

1»7 FORMULA ONE GRAND FDCHU 
DEftB Mhrofc AfiBato AMtovfnett 30 
Mange ttaal (Harla0*>; J3 ApA Ai®rt« 
(Buenos AwhJ: 27 Apfi: San MW* togg: 
U May: Monaco (Mom Cato); » Mays Sp» 


Ranee tMagyCoura r^aa Jafr j? 
Britten tSWwsam* 27J» ^ framy ; ih 

(Mona): 21 Seat: Autna (M-RWJ: 2* 

EJssaeioSSr 

* panOMc uu ar n at to tofere 31 #****/• 



Bigger 
fish in 
grasp of 
minnows 


DERRICK WHYTE 


Steve Clark, St ASians striker and sixth-form head teacher; trains for todays FA Cup secondraund meeting wftfi Bristol City 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Rjrest are bottom of the table bat 
showed fl ffiinsf us last Saturday 
bow determined every team is to 
end our run." 

No one would like to end his 
run more than the Middles- 
brough manager, Bryan Robson, 
who has had his pre-Christmas 
thoughts turned distinctly un- 
seasonal by 10 Premiership 
matches without a win and the 
antics of Emerson. The Brazil- 
ian has gone Awol for the third 
time this season and you could 
forgive Robson fornotwanting 
anything to do with anyone 
without a British passport 

He insists otherwise. “When 
you find a player as good as 
Emerson it is unfortunate when 
there, are problems.” he said. 
“But Fve not been put off buy- 
fog another- player.’’ Emerson, 
it goes Without saying, win not 
play today against a Leeds team 
attempting their fourth win in 
five matches. 


City boys eager to speculate 
on St Albans' rising stock 



“Book your ticket 
to Bristol" entreat- 
ed the posters at the 
St Albans City turn- 
stiles lastSaturday. 
“Come and watch 
the dream." 

1b that end, a contingent of 
more than L000 support ere will 
travel to Ashton Gale today to 
watch the Hertfordshire chib 
make their third appearance in 
the EV. Cup second round. 

Bristol City, prospering in the 
Nationwide. Second Division, 
look entirely likely to prevent - 
the Iris Premier 'Leaguers go-, 
ing further in the FA Cup than 
ever before. But St AJbans can 
at least dream about a compe- 
tition where they have already 
made their mark. 

Seventy-four years ago, Billy 
Minler scored all seven St Albans 
goals m a Cup replay at Dulwich 
Hamlet. Unfortunately for 
Minter, his side, fielding a stand- 
in goalkeeper, conceded eight. 
He thus became the highest 
scoring loser in FA Cop history. 


There have since been chums 
that Denis Law matched that 
performance in 1961 when he 
scored six goals for Manchester 
City in a tie at Luton that was 
abandoned at 6-2 because of 
rain, and got City’s only goal in 
their 3-1 replay defeat 

St Albans followers, who dis- 
count Law's claim on the basis 
that the first match was null and 
void, had further Cup goalscor- 
ing: exploits to applaud in 
1994-95, when Steve Dark 
scored six in an 11-1 win over 

HllUngdcm Borough- ’ 

Clark, bead sixth-form teacher 
at a school in Bishop's Stratford, 
is stifl leading the St Albans line 
effectively at the age of 32, hav- 
ing turned down approaches 
from several League dubs. He 
finished 1994-95 with a dub 
record of 56 goals and bis over- 
all total now stands at over 200. 

The teacher will be the ob- 
vious target for Bristol CSly's at- 
tentions. But they will do well, 
too, to look out for the printer 
- Jon Daly, an inspirational. 


Mike Rowbottom 

on the well-heeled 
opponents facing 
Bristol City today 

shaggy-haired midfielder who 
knows all about FA Cup upsets 
having played in the Kingston- 
lan side who beat Brighton 
2-1 two seasons ago. 

“We will give it a real go,” 
Daly said. “This ran has got 
everyone excited. There will 
be 12,00(lat BristoL Fve never 
played in front of that many.” 

In Naseem Bashir and Gary 
Cobb, St Albans have two oth- 
er experienced FA Cup men — 
both played for the Aylesbury 
side (remember those celebrat- 
ing Docks) who reached tire 
third round in 1994-95, eventu- 
ally losing to QPR. Midfielder 
Rob Haworth played nearly 30 
tes for Fulham, the keeper 
i Howells is the brother of 
midfielder David, while 
Andy Polston played 


one game for Tottenham before 
spells with Cambridge and 

GflKng ham. 

The tie will provide a serious 
test not just for the visiting play- 
ms but also for their supporters. 
In last Saturday’s FA Trophy 
match at home to Kings Lynn, 
tiie home fans were outshouted 
by the visitors, responding to two 
goals from Daly with little more 
than polite applause. “Our sup- 
porter are very pleasant, but they 
take some getting going,” Clark 
said. “I think it’s the area.” 

St Albans is nobody's idea of 
a football hotbed. City’s ground 
at Clarence Park stands in' a 
leafy street of detached Victo- 
rian houses with Volvos and 
Range Rovers parked in grav- 
el forecourts. But it is well 
enough regarded to be favoured 
by Tbttenham’s reserves, who 
play their league games there, 
and tbe Netherlands, who 
trained there during Euro 96. 

In tbe middle of the terrace 
behind one of the goals stands 
an ancient oak which, three 


years ago, denied them promo- 
tion to the GM Vauxhall Con- 
ference. A preservation order 
forbade meddling with tbe awk- 
wardly placed feature, which 
could not be accommodated 
within the Conference’s ground 
regulations. 

Since then, gfoEngJy, the Con- 
ference has become mare broad- 
minded about such oddities. But 
so indifferent is City's form in the 
Iris Premier Division that the 
shift in policy is unlikely to be put 
to the test imminently. Cup per- 
formances, however, have been 
in marked contrast as London 
Colney, Yea ding, Stansted, Wit- 
ney Town and Wisbech Town 
haw succumbed in turn. 

Among those supporters go- 
ing west today for the next in- 
stalment vnD be James O'Reilly; 
he travels in hope rather than 
expectation. “I think it’s more 
about a day out than anything," 
he said. “Arid Manchester Unit- 
ed in the third round," chipped 
in his friend, Tbm Higman. 
Dream on, you City boys. 


Weah still to receive fair play award 


George Weah will be present- 
ed with world football's fair play 
award by the Fifa president, 
Joao Havelange, despite the 
striker's recent head-butting of 
the Porto captain, Jorge Costa. 

“Fifa has named the Liber- 
ian for its 1996 Fair Play award 
and it is not going to change its 
decision," Have] an ge said. 

“A reaction, provoked, can- 
not erase 10 yeans of loyalty 
everywhere and in eveiy com- 
petition. I win be happy to give 
him the award personally on 20 
January in Lisbon and Pm con- 
fident that Costa himself wiD be 
there beside me cm that day to 
shake his hand." 


American football 

The Irjuy-ptagued truSanapofe Cote tost 
another quarterback on Thursday but 
last yeaTs afc finalists rallied togeth- 
er to beet the Philadelphia Eefites 
37-10. Marshall Faulk rushed IbrlOl 
lords and two touchdowns and Jason 
Beteer relumed an Interception 44 yards 
tor a scare as the Colts improved to 
9-6, the same mark as the Eages, who 
lost tor the fourth time in Owe games. 
IVU lndtenopote37 Phltedelphte 10. 

Baseball 

The Minnesota Twins have stated 
catcher Terry Sosinbach. wtw had spent 
his entire career with the Oakland Ath- 
letics. The 34-yearokf Stanbach re- 
timed home when he slated a two-yew 
contract with the Twins. 


The Milan striker, who 
rimmed be was proved by Cos- 
ta’s racist taunts, was suspended 
for one match by Uefe, European 
football's governing body, pend- 
ing a fuflerinvcstiytitaiL He has 
offered id apologise if Costa ac- 
knowledges the provocation. 

The incident took place in the 
players’ tunnel after a Euro- 
pean Champions' League match 
last month. Costa, who needed 
surgery on his nose, has not ao- 
cepted the offer and was reported 
to be considering suing Weah. 

Weah served out his suspen- 
sion during Milan’s 2-1 home 
defeat by Rosenborg of Norway 
on Wednesday. The defeat put 


tbe Italians out erf the European 
Cup. 

Havelange also warned that 
football could be pulled out of 
the Olympics if the sport con- 
tinues to be treated like an “out- 
cast". A proposal to replace the 
men's Olympic tournament with 
an undier-23woridchampionsfafo 
is among the items cm the agen- 
da at the executive committee 
meeting of the sport’s governing 
body, Rfa, in Barcelona today. 

Havelange noted that all 
matches during the Atlanta 
Games were played outside of 
the host city. “The tournament 
in the United States was played 
everywhere but Atlanta," he 


SPORTING DIGEST 


«Ai Toeomo 83 Warrtngton 80: Chugs 114 
La toppers 9S; Dtoai 106 PMnMptw IPS; 
Portland 116 Dower 104: Seattle 117 M*v 


Ctartem 

2 - 

78 Haider 


(BeQ75 
D. 

Bolognan} 7a 


Mated 


Die Pakistan total of 277 tor 9 off 47 
overs, the visitors wau bowled out for 
231 In 42.1 oners. 
one-oat winmowM. hmm . pafcfcgafc. 

Ban 277 fcrB (Seeed town. Zdhotr BaH 

jBzAhuned 69); Now Zealand 231 CSHan- 

88). PaMMan won by 48 new aed lead 

24. 




WORLD CUP (DetyMar, BaD Soeoad day of 
round-ntto aartasr Man afrtfaa : D JonpCte- 
nai HO B*e Hock (Malay) 15^7 17-1*; TStuer- 

laundwn (Dan) In I lifon flndo) 1M 15-JU; 

ft Sktefc (Vtaiey) bt H Smarts flndo) 15-18 15- 

10 15-1: S Jm (Chew) bt S Nett* (DWI 1M 

15-3; A ana Kusuwa flndoj ttHJWan M 

15-5 ISA M Haer-UKfln (Den) bt B Seramo 

[MO 15-11 35-13: F PCTTMP rfs) H C to* 

(China) l541&4.WHMiAi8ktfeBGaKheo 

(Q*vi) btCGrwtejp E**} 11-4 11-& Y’rtwCCW- 

ralttMeA#i«®i(MU-8U-2;SSunre(ito<M 

KJW1C (D*KU 13-8 U-ft L Maeto-Mjej* 

• " 12-104-11 12-10; 

(CNncd 11-2 6-U 

ndRMerar 

(9a«)lS. 


2 Yager* (OilneJ 

McRSuhageond 

landPUjMMon 


KZYOTpa 
OndomCMamn 

HJteBSl 

11-2. Me 

4^recwmBteSlffc(ln(UtijHbtei-c>WK- 

men and! Lund (Den) 36-U 1S-7: D Kansono 

end Monuc Onto) ttCHm Foe* and LYtan Wsh 

(Mekyi l&S 17-m CSoon WeixJ YJOm Hock 

(Moloy) bt T Cunawen and R VN^e 0ndo3 1S-5 

15^- tttat—n’a 4oWV«: I \scSv D Lonv 

■rdBZah|WoJlS-9 16-7i end TVW& 
riw (Ohio) bt L IN*** Unamsen (Wnl 


17-14 15-9: H muon! end R Own (Den) M 
' eteOB15-7154.l 


I BeckanOJDmteit 


M Sosaorfl end R Obon {Dort W N PortWfi 
and JGwdeKS) 15-4 15-3; TSwnSteriww 


AJormHrt(l>m]btlTcnii1MCEiirswteCh(M 
18U315-T;T Haowno end M Thnur OnflU) W C 
Hum end H Wegam {OaiPert 16- 7 15-3: l 

EMpuon (Swj 15-5 15-7, P 


Boxlqg 

OTner McCall, who fights Lennox Lewis 
in February tor the vacant world Box- 
ing Council heavyweight title, has 
pleaded gjlliy ID possession of a con- 
trolled substance and has been placad 
on 18 months probation. McCall was 
chargad In Chicago on 26 July wtti pos- 
session of marijuana and cocaine. 

Cricfcac 

Durham's new captain. David Boon, hit 
the 60 th first-class century of Ws ca- 
reer to put "tesmenia in a strong posi- 
tion on die opening day of their 
Sheffield Shield match aerinst Victo- 
ria m Hoberr yesterday. Boon, who re- 
tired from Tfest otehet last yea; was 006 
not out at stumpsas Tasmania reached 
352 tor 3L The opener Wchad Dflfenuto 
was the fflpscffarrtffi 21 Sas fcsnsnfc 
made the most of Boon’s decision to 
bat first after winning the toss. 

Shane Lee, the Australian aU-flxmdei; 
has been Bned up for a possible return 
to Somerset next season following 
probternsv^ttemorlabaity of the over- 
seas player Mushtaq Ahmed. Lee, who 
played for New South Wales to the sec- 
ond of two one-day matches against 
En^andAinWfeiloiiexigiDday.ofW^ 
a highly sucoassfU summer wrfft Som- 
erset Iasi season, scoring more than 

1300 first-class runs. 

A fine opering stand of 177 In 29 mere 
between Saead Anwar and Zahoor 
Elahi set PMdstan on their way to an 
unbeatable 2-0 lead over New Z^iand 
in thdr tiweMntt* onfrday series, wo- 
oing the second game comfortably tv 
46 amsyesteday. .Chasing a form Ida- 


* i (rnUMded l>- 

wpooi in Cremff John Coradorth (muMder) 

to Wycombe: W Ui aiftiwyBifcte- 
fanden NWS County to Wytoirtip. 

LOANS: MM Oterios (tewartO Areerel to 

Rgtterhwrt JowOwi Cress tnddflaidef) Wmcr 

to Hendbitf; In Salta DmidhaMed Anwra 

to Southent ihW sUpaen (nddtedet) 

nobs Coimte is WyconOr Paul Stawaon 

(Hinpv} Dorey id Shoffiokl Utd. 

SCOTTISH ratrURE CHANGES; Sal 14 Dac 

tonrento ScotUrii Cap that raoad: Hundy v 

CMa (Iron today}- BoTa Seautek laacaa: 

PMrexwad- S»Muremdrv(Ma.w3u 

Dm BoTa ScotHali Loatna: Duntonnlne v 

Coftc (from 4 Dec). 

AUTO WMDSCHEENS SHIELD FUwe 
eftnaa:Ttaal7Itoefi4gnbD vRjteam ffron 
Twin Doe). 

ASWNCUPan»C(*wan,l«Q:Jvan2W>. 
b»(«84,ta)«e88) Sjrtg UJoWedar 7]:Oj- 
iwOtotoWsan2|SNBqffte78.ShnAldh90). 

Galf 

The No 1, Laura Davies, teamed 
up with John Daly, of the Dnitod Srates, 
to score 63 and leave the pair In a three- 
way tie for the lead alter the opening 
round of theJC Penney Oasdc at Thr- 
pon Springs in Florida. 

JC PPMEr CLASSIC ttorpoa fl a ri ag r . 


said. “Soccer brought in 1.4 mil- 
lion spectators, more than the 
other disciplines combined, 
without receiving any [financial] 
compensation. Havelange's 
figures are disputed by ticket 
sales reports showing that foot- 
ball drew 736,475 spectators at 
(he Atlanta Games. Thick and 
field events sold the most tick- 
ets (1.13 million). 

Havelange said he supports 
the creation of an tmder-23 
world championship “played 
one year before the Olympics 
and not necessarily in the same 
country." However Europe’s 
governing body, Uefa, is op- 
posed to the under-23 idea. 


(Sw) 74 68 76 73; «W RMmu (Con) 88 TO 

79 74. ZM M La (SwB) 73 76 74 TO; S 
Hoad 74 73 74 7% S Aran (NO 73 71 74 
75. 294 S ftia (LB) 78 75 73 68: S Fantar 
75 76 72 71; N Imwi tAu*) 75 72 74 73CT 
EnMi 70 70 7B 78. 29B M BuaMm SSwaJ 73 

72 74 76. 296 S DUcnt 73 77 73 73: E HnuOi 

(Sp) 73 75 75 73: M MM 75 72 78 71; K 

' • “ ) 71 78 74 73. 297 L ElteiaR: 

78 72 74 73; N Bux- 

. Jiwo (SA) 74 74 73 
S973 76 79.2MEBOW- 


Mne CAub) 72 

75 73 79; A Tones (4ff5 71 73 77 78. 300 M 

PrH W 77 73 7B 74: L Gnus {Den) 78 74 74 
78: A B«B CSwfl 74 75 78 73. 301 RHW 77 
78 7771; SDundt IA usO 75 77 78 73: P6«v 
zwtra CCoO 71 S 78 7& S Wckfen 73 76 75 
77; JOteor 74 73 74 80. 

W TOUR SCHEDULE (Ffcat 10 
I in Jofrnfe Wstar Our. 

I Queomtend tfTOODOO). 30 Jan- 

“ Vines, Perth 



Fifa and the International 
Olympic Committee have been 
in conflict for three decades on 
whether top players should take 
part in tbe Olympics. Fifa is 
against an open competition be- 
cause that would dash with iLs 
own World Cup, while the IOC 
wants the best players passible 
to boost the prestige of the 
Olympic tournament. 

Looking ahead to the 2002 
World Cup, which will be joint- 
ly hosted by Japan and South 
Korea, Havelange called the un- 
precedented arrangement “a 
decision of international politics. 
What is good for politics is al- 
most always bad for sports." 


[£5000001- 6-9 Rite SDUtfi Afrcan Open. 

dCMOT. JbTrenaGtWZ (TSUKXn. 13-14 MR 
Dimension Data. Sun City. South Africa 
(£400jOOQ). 20-23 Me Alfred Dunhfll South 
Atom PGA. Houghton. Johannesburg 

IC30CMXH4. 27 M-3MactM&i Desert Qas< 

•e. The Emtans. Date* U7DOD001. 8-9 MR 

Moroccan Open. HckH Dar-as-Sttem. RBbM 110 

to corWimQ 1050,000): 13-1* »«*■ P «v- 

Open. Aroetnu U*on Cf350.000); 20- 

23 MwTimDana Masers. Maspatonm. Gran 

Cmna (C3SO.QOOI: Z7-30 Mar Madera Mara 

Open, Cameo do God. Madera (£300,000). 

lea boefcay 

MHLsBHten 2 Hartford 4; Honda 4 NYls- 
tendera 2; New Jersey 2 Cetovy 1; St Loute 
0 Pnoeno 3: Ldb Angdes 1 Tampa Bay 2. 


With the honourable excep- 
tions of Woking and Sudbury 
Town, ihe first round of this sea- 
son’s FA Cup was remarkable 
only for its failure to produce 
the usual bulging catalogue of 
giant-killing upsets. Bearing in 
mind the Cup’s habit of throw- 
ing borb reputation and form- 
book out of the window, the 
odds must surely be again st ihk 
weekend's second round pro- 
ducing another set of largely 
predictable results. 

This alone should give Ihe 
nine Second and Third Division 
clubs facing non-Lcaguc oppo- 
sition reason to go into their 
games with trepidation. How- 
ever, all those playing today will 
also be thinking of Lhe glamour 
- not to mention the potential 
riches - that could lie around 
the comer if they win a place in 
the third round alongside the 
likes of Manchester United 
and Liverpool, last season's fi- 
nalrsts. 

This weekend’s winners will 
also have the chance to savour 
their victories and relish the 
prospect of what may be in store 
for them in the new year. In 
some previous seasons the draw 
for the third round has been 
held on the Saturday evening of 
the second round, giving the vic- 
tors barely time to open their 
celebratory champagne, but 
this year's draw will be held 
shortiy after 10pm on Monday 
evening, with the BBC broad- 
casting it live. 

Predicting upsets in the Cup 
is always a risky business, but 
Woking, who travel today to 
Cambridge United, must be as 
good a bet as any to upstage 
their superiors. 

What was most remarkable 
about Woking’s first-round vic- 
tory over MillwaJI was the way 
in which they won. Having 
more than matched the Second 
Division promotion challengers 
in the first game, the GM Vaux- 
hall Conference side might 
have been expected to exit qui- 
etly in the replay at the New 
Den. Not a bit of it: the 39-year- 
old Clive Walker gave Woking 
an early lead and they rarely 
looked like losing it. 

Cambridge are gnirrg well in 
foe Third Division, lying in sec- 
ond place six points behind the 
runaway leaders Fulham, but 

Woking care little for reputa- 
tions. Since 1990 they have 
played 13 FA Cup matches 
agsunst League opposition and 
have lost only four times. 

Sudbury, who beat Brighton 
in a replay, were the first 
round’s other giant-killers, but 
they face a much tougher 
prospect today when they en- 
tertain Brentford at Colchester 
United's Layer Road ground. 

Stevenage Borough, the Con- 
ference champions, are more 
likely to provide an upset when 
they travel to Leyton Orient- Al- 
though Orient have been rein- 
forced in their last two games 
by the arrival of Peter Shilton, 
the east London dub lie only 
four places off the bottom of the 
Third Division table and have 
managed only 16 goals in 21 
league matches this season. 

Enfield, who entertain ftler- 
borough, will also fancy their 
chances of rousing a shock, while 
in historical terms there would 
be no greater upset than a win 
for Hednesford Town at Black- 
pool, winners of one of the most 
famous Cup finals of all in 1953. 
Die Conference side will have 
the backing of around 2,000 of 
their fans at Bloomfield Road. 


and snowfafl. leaving only one practice 

day before the scheduled event today. 
WORLD CUP FREESTYLE SKWM: Mogpls: 

Moo: X J Rormback CShb) 25.76; 2 A honov 

(Rib) 2408; 3 R Johnson rusi 24.57; 4 J- 

L Brassard (Can) 24 .40: SB Hot (US) 23-93. 

Wo m an: 1 T Mmanrayer (Gar) 2432; 2 C 

atg IFn 2431; 3 M Kamo IFW 2435; 4 T 

SatejB Uapan} 23.75: S A Battefe (US) 23J>6. 


IIAHMDRA INTERNATIONAL (Bombay) 
SamHte at ; R Eyte (Ausl Ex M Calms (En© 
15-7 15-6 1S&P Mod (Sa»MSPOrtB(Ene> 
1ST 15-12 IS- 12. 


The training for the world Cup men’s 
dow^DraceirrWrHStierhacltDbepoa- 
ported on Thursday because of heavy tog 


The Wimbledon champion, Richard 
Krajicek, of the Netherlands, is to un- 
dergo surgery on hrs Injured right hree 
and will miss next month's Australian 

Open. 
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J lee (US) 72 72 73 70. 2BS V Stand Wsrt 
Ti 71 70 16. 288C ScMMtlFr) 70 74 74 71 
2UW PVBHson (US) 76 TO 71 74; S Bln) 
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A world of difference 

Chris Hewett on rugby's southern 
hemisphere superiority, page 23 


Graham 


lines up 


£2.7m 


Scales 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 


John Scales, the central de- 
fender Leeds United sent pack- 
ing on a free transfer 11 years 
ago. is about to rejoin the dub 
for £2.7m from Liverpool. 
Once personal terms are 


day that he made obscene ges- 
tures to them during the match 
at Highbury in September. “It 
was not proven to the commis- 
sion’s satisfaction that airy mis- 
conduct took place," . Steve 
Double, the FA spokesman, 
said. 


Wright’s appearance fol- 
lowed Pleat's action in sending 


I become the first signing of 
the Leeds manager, George 
Graham, since succeeding 
Howard Wilkinson in September. 

Scales is now out of the Liv- 
erpool side with a groin injury 
and faces strong competition for 
a first-team place due to a sur- 
plus of defenders at Anfield. 

Graham described Scales as 
“a very useful asset", a view 
which the then manager Eddie 
Gray, who is now ontftfe Leeds 
coaching staff, apparently did 
not share when be allowed him 
to slip away to Bristol Rovers for 
nothing in 1985. 

“He knows my track record 
and 1 have told him the way we 
intend to play," Graham said. 
“I’ve now left him to talk over 
contractual issues. It is now 
down to the player if he wants 
to join us." 

Ian Wright has escaped with 
a warning from the Football As- 
sociation over his disparaging 
remarks about the Sheffield 
Wednesday manager, David 
PleaL The Arsenal striker, who 
had already apologised to Pleat 
after allegedly calling him “a 
pervert”, must also “be careful 
about what he says in the fu- 
ture.” 

The disciplinary panel took 
: 40 minutes to deride Wright's 
fate, but the Gunners had to 
wait two hours for the full-back 
Nigel Winterbum to be found 
not guilt}' of misconduct fol- 
lowing complaints by disabled 
supporters of Sheffield Wednes- 


versus Wednesday gam e to the 
FA, pointing out incidents con- 
cerning certain of the Highbury 
club’s players. Wright’s subse- 
quent outburst on the subject 
was reported in several nation- 
al newspapers. 

“I’ve been treated fairly again 
by the FA and I’m just glad its 
ail over- for me and Mr Pleat," 
Wright said. “Of course I regret 
what I said, but only one re- 


porter repeated it and I think 
the FA took that into account." 


Reggi Blinker was cleared to 


Liverpool today after the game’s 
international governing body, 
Fifa, lifted their worldwide ban 
on the Dutchman. But Blinker, 
wbo has missed two games, has 
been landed with a £35,700 fine 
for apparently signing contracts 
for Wednesday and Udinese, 
while at Feyenoord. 

Gordon Strachan has ap- 
pointed Alex Miller, the former 
Hibernian manager, as his No 
2 at Coventry City. With Gary 
McAllister as captain, the top 
three posts at Highfield Road 
now have a Tartan connection. 

“It’s a plan so that no one can 
understand what we are talking 
about!" Strachan said. 

Strachan’s attempt to prise 
the central defender Chris Per- 
ry from Wimbledon looks like- 



The Barbarians get down to some serious training at a leafy Bank of England ground in Roehampton yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallapj 


De Glanville ready for the raw meat 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


The champions. Bath, unusually 
vulnerable after an accident- 


ly to fail, despite the waving of 
a cheque for £4m. The Dons are 


a cheque for £4m. The Dons are 
insisting that the 21-year-old 
Perry , a product of their youth 
team, is not for sale at any price. 


Emerson and wife 


may be back soon 


Middlesbrough’s unsettled 
Brazilian midfield player Emer- 
son last night indicated that he 
may return to the club next 
week with hit wife, Andrea. 

Emerson has angered Mid- 
dlesbrough by staying in Rio de 
Janiero to comfort his wife, who 
ts unhappy at the prospect of liv- 
ing in the North-casL The dub 
have threatened him with hcavy 
fines and arc refusing to release 
him from a four-year contract. 

Emerson said: “I intend to re- 
turn to Middlesbrough with my 
wife, possibly next week. I can’t 
leave at the momenL as she is 
bed-ridden and depressed." 

Earlier in the day it appeared 
Emerson was ready to give up 
football rather than leave his 
wife. Emerson’s agent. Gianni 
Paladini, speaking on Radio 5 


Live, said: “He is madly in love 
with this lady and he cannot live 
without her. He puls his wife be- 
fore anything else and as far as 
I can see he couldn’t care less 
about playing football for the 
rest of his life." 

Emerson was quoted as say- 
ing: “There is no money worth 
more to me than my fondly. . . the 
problem is my family, nothing 
else. My wife is the most impor- 
tant thing in my life and until she 
is well, I cannot come back. I win 
return when she is ready to go. 

“The only way to solve things 
would be for my family to mow 
to England. I have tried to 
convince my parents to come to 
Middlesbrough so that they 


prone autumn, may be strug- 
gling to deliver two half-decent 
performances in a row but at 
least they can sing a good game. 
When Phil de Glanville, the 
England captain, leads out his 
side for this afternoon’s mo- 
mentous tussle with the league 
leaders. Harlequins, the ca- 
pacity Recreation Ground 
crowd will be treated to an ex- 
tended re-mix rap version of the 
local hems’ brand new smash hit 
single, “Push ’Em Back". 

The fact that the word “rap" 
is dangerously close to many Bath 
supporters' description of the first 
half of the season did not prevent 
those well-known crooners Jon 
Sleigbtholme, Steve Ojomoh 
and Henry Paul exercising their 
vocal chords in a recording stu- 
dio near the city earlier this 
week. In Sleigbtholme’s case, it 
was the only exercise available; 
the England wing misses first- 
team action again today as Bath 
keep faith with Jason Robinson. 

As De Glanville readily con- 


cedes, defeat against Quins 
would effectively relieve the 
West Countrymen of their title. 
“It’s another huge game for us 
and if we lose, it will probably 
be all over as far as the league 
is concerned,” he said yesterday. 
“WeVe*gofto get ourselves up 
for ffiiSdfee, tier question." 

Batfi thrbwtwo overseas re- 
cruits in Sit the deep end for 
league debats. Frederica 
Mendez, the Argentinian hook- 
er, can be expected to cope rel- 
atively comfortably with the 
fire and finy- his persona] con- 
frontation with Keith Wood, the 
in-form Irishman, should be a 
highlight - but it is safe to say 
that Dan Lyle, the American 
Eagles captain playing out of 
position in the second row, will 
never have encountered an at- 
mosphere quite like the one cer- 
tain to be generated today. 

For their part. Quins travel 
slightly light. Gary Connolly, 
who has made the transition 
from league to union more eas- 
ily than most, has knee trouble 
while Robbie Paid, his fellow 13- 
a-sider, has been left on the 
bench. Will Carling and Peter 
Meosah pan up in the centre with 
Paul Challinor at outside-half. 


If the raw meat is being 
served up at The Rec, the sweet 
trolley is on display at Twick- 
enham. The Australian tourists 
run down the curtain on their 
Celtic Slam by taking on the 
Barbarians in a traditional 
farewell fixture and with David 
Campese donning a Wallaby 
shirt for the last time, there wifi 
not be a dry eye in the house. 

In typically persuasive fash- 


ion, the Barbarians president, 
Mickey Steele-Bodger, has bad- 


gered and chivvied away so ef- 
fectively that the tourists are 


fectively that the tourists are- 
faced with a far more compet- 
itive contest tftair they: might, 
have expected a fortmgfit dgd. 
The backbone of t^rinvitation 
side is made upiff ' Ttro 
players but at le&^ 3 K>#le of i 
[hem, Tdny Und£rt6d8^And 
Allan Bateman, ate dose to 
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M Bayfield —Northampton & Eng 5 DGfffln-. -.-ACT 

D Mcbitosh — — . Pontypridd 6 0 Rnegan ACT 

Soutane** — Bphmond& wales 8 M Brfal— — —New South Watt 
N Back__L — A Leicester * Eng 7 0 Wftson . — — Queensland 


international recalls and will be 
eager to catch the eye. 

Underwood, the Newcastle 
.wing, left far dead by Jonah 
Lomn in Capetown 18 months 
ago, is now fofiy rehabilitated 
whifeBateman, who won four 
_&ps for Whies in 1990 before 

taking the. league | ^hilling, has im- 

■preaseda number of good judges 
with some capable displays in the 
Richmond midfield over the 
last 10 weeks. “We are watching 
Allan very closely," conceded 
"ferry CGbner, the Welsh direc- 
tor of rugby, this week. “Many 
observers believe him to be 
playing better than any centre in 
the Courage League and it wifi 
be interesting to see how be han- 
dles the step up against Tim Ho- 
ran and company." 

Horan, who leads the ^Ba- 
bies in the absence of the injured 
John Eales, goes in without his 
sidekick Jason Little - thd 


Queenslander withdrew yester* 
day with, knee trouble, soDanjeJ 
Herbert gets ano&eroppra^fe 
in the centre. Little’s 
hardly makes it easier for th£ 


m 


tourists to shed their tepuiatidn 


as a dtsappomtmgiy runenonak 
forward-based outfit wholly dijg 
ferent from the brilliantly 
ventive Sides who 'played her® 
under tyferkEHa and Nick Bull® 
Jones, buta&rfhe 34-year-otif 
Campese certain to be in party 
mood, there wifi be no room fir 
restrictive practices today. ' 
The growing penchant for 
Smiday- ntgby sees two impor- 

over until tomorrow. Leicester, 
who must dp without the injured 
kick Matt Boole as well as their 
Barbarian contingent, face 
■^Northampton at Welford Road 
while Saracens tackle Sale at Ed- 




"Fbench centre Philippe Se 
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Warren says RFU’s offer is unacceptable 


could be company for us, but I 
have not been able to convince 


have not been able to convince 
them to set foot in an aircraft." 


Eng lis h rugby's slow and ago- 
nising shuffle towards a lasting 
peace suffered yet another in- 
terruption ve&eiday when Bank 
Warren, the millionaire boxing 
promoter and a major investor 
at Second Division Bedford, 
predicted that 1 1 of the 12 clubs 
in Courage League Two would 
reject the agreement hammered 


out with the Rugby Football 
Union, the sport's governing 
body, writes Chris Hewett 


body, writes Chris Hewett 
Warren's claim came as an 
unpleasant surprise to leading 
figures in the English Profes- 
sional Rugby Union Gubs, the 
club’s pressure group, who be- 
lieved that they were just days 
away from a final agreement 


No sooner had Sir John Hall, 
owner of Newcastle, pledged to 
continue his fight for greater 
control over television rights in 
the courts than Warren has 
laid another landmine on the 
road to compromise. 

“We want a minim um of 
£250,000 per club, per annum," 
he said, insisting that the 


current RFU offer, almost 
£650,000 for each Second Di- 
vision chib over the next three 
years, was unacceptable. How- 
ever, one Epruc source said 
most of Warren’s alleged rebels 
were keen to settle by the end 
of next week as a means of re- 
leasing RFU funds into some 
overdrawn bank accounts. 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 


7 A Scotch whisky originally 
drunk by N American uibe 
(8) 

9 Break in which husband 
puts on a suit, perhaps? (6) 

10 Boss having short time in 
south of France (4) 

11 Go out with characters such 
as Jack, etc? (5, 5) 

12 Composer's work incorpo- 
rated into feature (6) 

14 A quick word? {8) 

15 Force assembled by archi- 
tect in front of chinch (6) 

17 Change one's mind fast af- 
ter reDgions education? (6) 

20 Environment in which lean 
be me, somehow? (8) 

22 Mother’s request for pat- 
terned linen (6) 

23 What coincided with Fred’s 


1 TV programme in which 
dog eats straws, maybe? (4, 

2 hallucinogen turning up in 
medication (4) 


Atherton forced to 
take a back seat 


3 Dance by Canadian enter- 
taining South African party 


taming South African party 

4 Chessplayer's position suit- 
able for innocent decep- 
tion? <5, 3) 

5 Application fOT summer 
course? (5. 5) 

6 Expert making play on 
winds spoken in French (6) 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Harare 


words spoken m trench (c) 
8 Sister with voluptuous fig- 
ure getting vitamin Cdefi- 


siesta probably takes the 
hiscufl! rtm 


biscuit! (10) 

24 English accommodated in 
island that’s quite near? (4) 

25 Laborious chore invoking 
one such as Hercules? (6) 

26 Answer possibly contained 
in a retort? (8) 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday's solution 


HfflfflUULLlULiifflLHUUlU 
ElfflUUUUUL] 
MQUlQKdElli] 
DHUUU12U1U 
UQUOQ tiDUUldUUBU 
lil U IB CD U 

EJBULtiUliltiJlU 
UCJliQtaHSJQU UQLJEU 
ID U DJ 11 a 

QlilHULHlLlUE LUDHQU 
UUatlUULDU 
IBBIUUUUU UL 1 UBUUU 

UUIBLJIBI1UU 

nuuumsuLJuuuuu 


UlDUiaULUUUUU E3UL3U 
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UHKJDQUU liJElDElUUli 
uiduuuatia 
uiHuuLinuuu hququ 
U U U U a tl 
EQDiaia L3QblQlBUQLiQ 

U LI U 13 IB U 

a □ u u U ID 
UQUtlliJ UlfiUBQQfflhlQ 
aUUUUUULQ 

UHL3iaut3m UDLBUI4L3L1 

uiiiiiiuaLdtuu 
□pm Li mumaaHiiimnH 


13 Coventry character onoe on 
the receiving end of a 
blinding flash? (7, 3) 

16 Negotiate commission (8) 

18 Person wining to try getting 
over a rocky height (8) ■ 

19 Numbers around Ulster 
Identified in court proceed- 
ings? (6) 

21 Posted m protective cover- 
ing(6) 

22 In Germany, fruit is mot- 
tled (61 

24 Player's accessory, large 
number carried on truck 
(4) 


The Orsr &ve correct solutions to this nxtkV pazde opsed ^ Thars- 
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Mike Atherton must miss Eng- 
land’s next game in Zimbabwe 
after having an injeetkm to relieve 
the pain in his back. And, al- 
though yesterday’s treatment 
should help him, it also increas- 
es the pressure on Engancfs cap- 
tain at a vital stage of the tour. 

Atherton has bad a rough 
time of it since arriving here 10 
days ago. HJs back has been 
hurting more than usuaL he has 
suffered diarrhoea and sick- 
ness following a flu virus, and 
has made only nine runs in three 
innings, while England have 
lost both their first two com- 
pleted tour matches. 

Now, England’s management 
are banking on Atherton’s 
health improving significantly 
over the weekend as he tits out 
tomorrow’s one-day fixture 
against Matabeleland in Bul- 
awayo and then making a big 
score in the four-day match 
against the same, opposition 
which starts on Tuesday. Oth- 
erwise, Atherton will go Into the 
international games against 
Zimbabwe in no sort of form. 

E n gl and' s players practised in 
remarkably good humour yes- 


terday, as if to emphasise their 
determination to bounce back 
from the humiliating seven- 
wicket defeat against Mashona- 
land on Thursday. Their coach, 
David Lioyd, said; “Yes, the boys 

are veiy perky- We had a good 
chat atxiut things last night and 
we really wanted a profession- 
al practice session today. 

I have absolute faith in 
these players to do the job we 
~ came here to do and although 
they are very disappointed at 
their performance m this last 
match they are absolutely de- 
termined to improve. 

“We could have had two easy 
games to start the tour. As ilwas 
we came up against two good- 
dass oppositions and the posi- 
tive way ofiooking at that is that 
we have been given an extremes 
good examination. We now 
know what this tour is about and 
I believe that these defeats can 
have a positive effect. 

“My main concern about the 
last few days was that we looked 
very tenta tive - almost playing 
the game in slow motion at 
times. I think it’s fair to say that 
the players are angry at losing, 
as well as frustrated and disap- 
pointed, but this tour is all 
about playing Zimbabwe in the 
lists over Chris tmas and new 
year." 



Herts a little Christmas present for all our Mercury 
customers. On CHrismus Day and NewYtfar’s Day. all long 
distance calls to anywhere in the UK will cast just Ip per 
minute. And all international calls will be charged at our 
economy rate. If you're nor with Mercury, but you'd like 
to enjoy Ip per minute calls this Christmas, call us now on 
Free call 0500 200 950. Or hasn't the penny dropped yet? 
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